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Experts call for scientific 
study on Hosur Metro LINK

Nettaru murder case: One 
more accused arrested

I n d r a  S  @Bengaluru

Amid Tamil Nadu’s push for a 
proposed Metro link connect-
ing Hosur with Bommasandra, 
transport experts have wel-
comed the focus on 
strengthening public 
transport but cautioned 
against prematurely de-
ciding on a Metro, argu-
ing that travel demand 
– not political announce-
ments – should determine 
the mode of  transit.

The proposed 23-km corridor, 
for which a detailed feasibility 
report is in the advanced stages 
of  completion, is intended to 
connect Hosur with Bengalu-
ru’s Metro network. 

Prof  Ashish Verma, convenor, 
Indian Institute of  Science’s Sus-
tainable Transportation Lab, 
said the feasibility study should 
establish demand in terms of  

passengers per hour per di-
rection and identify peak-

load sections before rec-
ommending a transit 
system.

“Public transport 
connectivity between 

important commercial 
centres is welcome, but de-

ciding the system first and then 
conducting a feasibility study is 
an unscientific approach. The 
demand assessment should de-
termine whether the corridor 
requires Metro, Metro Lite, sub-
urban rail or an RRTS,” he said.

Verma pointed out that sev-
eral Indian cities introduced 
Metro systems despite inade-
quate demand, resulting in 
poor ridership and underuti-
lised infrastructure. He also 
dismissed reports suggesting 
that system compatibility could 
prevent integration with Ben-
galuru Metro.

“Compatibility is not a real 
issue. Different systems only 
need physical integration at a 
common terminal where pas-
sengers can seamlessly trans-
fer. We already have examples 
such as Kochi’s Metro and Wa-
ter Metro, and internationally 
there are interchanges between 
suburban rail, Metro, trams 
and ferries,” he said. P2

E x p r ess    Ne  w s  S e r v i c e 
@ Mangaluru

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) has arrest-
ed another absconding 
accused in the 2022 mur-
der of  BJP Yuva Morcha 
leader Praveen Netta-
ru, bringing the total 
number of  arrests to 25.

Ummar Farooq, ac-
cused no. 13 in the case, 
was arrested in Kochi, Kerala, 
on Wednesday, where he was in 
hiding. He is accused of  help-

ing the main culprits abscond 
after the murder and was on 
the most wanted registry of  the 
NIA. The agency had earlier 

announced a reward of  
Rs 2 lakh for any infor-
mation about  his 
whereabouts.

Last month, the NIA 
arrested two key ac-
cused, Abdul Nasir P 
alias Nasir and Naush-
ad, from from Kochi 

and Hosur, Tamil Nadu, respec-
tively, based on information 
from the Pradesh police. � P4

FCRA Bill to have prospective effect, debate on Aug 12
M U K E S H  RAN   J AN   @ New Delhi

The controversial Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2026, will be 
taken up for discussion and 
passage in Parliament on 
August 12, but its provi-
sions will not apply ret-
rospectively, Mizoram 
Chief  Minister La-
lduhoma said on Thurs-
day after meeting Union 
H o m e  M i n i s t e r 
Amit Shah.

Lalduhoma, ac-
companied by a 

delegation of  church leaders 
from Mizoram, met Shah in 
Parliament to press for changes 
to several contentious provi-
sions of  the bill, which seeks to 
tighten oversight of  foreign-

funded organisations.
Speaking to reporters af-

ter the meeting, Lalduho-
ma said: “We raised six 
issues. He assured us that 
this bill will not have ret-

rospective ef-
fect. On the 

remaining 
concerns, 
he said 

he would respond in writing.”
At a separate meeting with 

Shah, a delegation of  church 
functionaries led by DMK MP 
P Wilson submitted a memo-
randum seeking withdrawal of  
the FCRA Amendment Bill 2026 
in entirety. 

Alternatively, the memoran-
dum demanded “the reference 
of  the FCRA Amendment Bill 
2026, together with a compre-
hensive review of  the working 
of  the Principal Act, to a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee and 
the repeal of  the existing Sec-
tion 15 of  the Foreign Contribu-

tion (Regulation) Act, 2010, so 
that no provision for the vest-
ing of  foreign contribution or 
of  assets survives in any 
form”. 

Introduced in the Lok Sabha 
in March 25, the bill proposes 
sweeping changes to the FCRA, 
which governs the receipt and 
utilisation of  foreign donations 
by individuals, associations 
and companies.

The most contentious provi-
sion of  the bill empowers a gov-
ernment-designated authority 
to take custody of  foreign funds 
and assets created through 
such contributions if  the FCRA 
registration and organisation 
is cancelled, surrendered or 
ceases to exist. � INDIA bloc 
� weighs floor strategy: P11

Accused No. 14 in Renukaswamy 
murder case seeks approver status

Passage by Aug 13
Lalduhoma said Shah 

informed the delegation that 
the bill would be debated in 

Parliament on August 12. The 
government is expected to 
seek its passage before the 
Monsoon session concludes 

on August 13

E x p r e s s  Re  a d

Two women found hanging from tree
Bengaluru: Two young Nepali women were found 

hanging from a tree at Shivanahalli in Yelahanka on 
Thursday morning. The two women allegedly ended 

their lives by using a single dupatta, with one end 
tied around each of their necks. They had come to 

Bengaluru around 15 days ago and were working  
as domestic helps | P3

BCP revamp announcement on Aug 15
Bengaluru: Chief Minister DK Shivakumar is likely  
to make a formal announcement on the proposed 
revamping of Bengaluru City Police (BCP) on  
August 15. Proposed to be moulded on the lines  
of Greater Bengaluru Authority (GBA), the new  
BCP  will be set in motion with a government 
executive order | P3

E x p r ess    Ne  w s  S e r v i c e 
@Bengaluru

In a fresh development to the 
high-profile Renukaswamy 
murder case involving actor 
Darshan, accused No. 14, Pra-
dosh Rao, has filed an appli-
cation before the 59th City 
Civil and Sessions Court seek-
ing to turn approver in the 
case.  After hearing 
the matter on Thurs-
day, the court re-
served its order till 
August 10.

Two days ago, Pra-
dosh’s counsel filed 
the application stat-
ing that he was will-
ing to disclose the 
truth. 

Earlier, Accused No. 10 Vinay 
and Accused No. 8 Ravishankar 

had also filed similar ap-
plications seeking ap-
prover status. Pradosh’s 
counsel requested the 
court to hear his applica-
tion separately from the 
others.

Special Public Prosecu-
tor Prasanna Kumar ap-

peared for the prosecution, 
while advocate Hasmath Pasha 
represented Darshan.

The prosecution submitted 
that Pradosh had written an 
11-page confession, admitting 
that he had participated in 
the crime along with the oth-
er accused and expressing his 
willingness to cooperate with 
the trial and request to be-
come an approver, subject to 
certain conditions.

The SPP requested the 
court to permit Pradosh to 

record his statement detailing 
his own role as well as the 
roles of  the other accused be-
fore the court.

He further argued that some 
key witnesses have turned 
hostile at a crucial stage of  the 
trial and urged the court to 
take these developments seri-
ously and allow the approver 
application in the interest of  
justice.

Pradosh’s role
Pradosh is accused of conspiring in 

the murder, helping destroy 
evidence, and receiving Rs 30 lakh 

as part of the alleged cover-up, 
which was seized by the police 

during a search of his residence. 
Pradosh allegedly helped dispose of 
the body and also provided financial 

assistance for transporting it.
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NASA astronauts Anil Menon and Jessica Meir 
began a spacewalk on Thursday to carry out 
modifications for a future power upgrade at ISS

menon’s first spacewalk, Meir’s sixth 
■  Menon was born in Minnesota in 1976 to Indian and Ukrainian 

immigrants. This will be his first and Meir’s sixth spacewalk
■  Menon was SpaceX’s first flight surgeon, helping to launch its first 

humans to space during the Demo-2 mission. He joined NASA in 2014 
as a space surgeon and began a two-year astronaut training in 2022

Duo performs ISS power system upgrades 
The spacewalkers spent hours in the vacuum of space, carrying out 
necessary modifications for future installation of Roll-Out Solar Arrays on 
the International Space Station. The arrays are expected to provide 
additional power to support critical station operations, NASA said. This 
was the 281st spacewalk in support of ISS maintenance and upgrades

Indian-origin astronaut Anil 
Menon conducts spacewalk 6 pm IST

When the two astronauts stepped 
outside THE iss to carry out tasks

Watering hole 
A man crosses a waterlogged manhole in Sangam Vihar following heavy rainfall 

that led to severe water logging in New Delhi on Thursday |  Sayantan Ghosh
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Indian Air Force gets its first woman fighter combat leader
J AVAR    I A  RANA     @ New Delhi

Squadron Leader Bhawana 
Kanth has become the first 
woman to clear the Fighter 
Combat Leader (FCL), the 
toughest course for fighter pi-
lots in the Indian Air Force. 

She successfully completed 
FCL at the Tactics and Air 
Combat Development Estab-
lishment (TACDE) in Gwalior 
last week. FCL is among the 
most prestigious badges for 
fighter pilots. Only a small frac-
tion of  IAF’s aircrew, about 1%, 

get picked for the five-month 
rigorous programme, which 
trains the selected pilots in ad-
vanced air combat tactics and 
turns them into the specialists 
who set the template for how 
frontline squadrons fight. 

Graduates return to their 

units as in-house 
authorities on 
weapons employ-
ment and combat 
manoeuvring.

Reaching that 
level closes a loop 
Sqn Ldr Kanth 

helped open a decade ago. In 
June 2016, Kanth, Avani 
Chaturvedi, and Mohana 
Singh, were commissioned 
as the IAF’s first women 

fighter pilots, after the 
government opened the 

combat stream to 
women on an exper-

imental basis. 
In May 2019, 

Kanth became 
the first Indian 

woman cleared to 
fly fighter combat 

missions by day, then 

on the MiG-21 Bison, before 
converting to the Su-30 MKI. 
She has since featured in a Re-
public Day parade tableau and 
was conferred the Nari Shakti 
Puraskar in 2020. 

Sqn Ldr Kanth, who hails 
from Darbhanga in Bihar and 
has trained as an engineer be-
fore joining IAF, is part of  a co-
hort that keeps posting firsts. 
Sqn Ldr Mohana Singh, com-
missioned alongside her, went 
on to become the first woman 
to fly the indigenous Tejas in a 
frontline squadron.

T o p  g u n

TACDE: Training the best to become better
TACDE is a crucial unit of the IAF that trains top-tier fighter 
pilots to push their limits. Beyond running the FCL, the unit 
develops the tactical procedures and standard operating 
manuals used across the force, and puts newly inducted 
aircraft, radars and weapons through rigorous evaluation

HC hands 10-yr  
RI to Tejpal in 
2013 rape case
S U D H I R  S U RYAWAN      S H I  @ Mumbai

five years after a trial court 
acquitted journalist Tarun Te-
jpal in a 2013 sexual assault 
case, the Bombay High Court 
on Thursday set aside the deci-
sion and sentenced the former 
editor to 10 years of  rigorous 
imprisonment. The HC also im-
posed a fine of  `10.21 lakh on 
the former editor of  Tehelka 
magazine and said the money 
would go the survivor. 

A division bench of  
justices Neela Gokha-
le and Amit Jamsand-
ekar pronounced the 
verdict on the appeal 
filed by state of  Goa 
in 2022 against the 
trial court verdict. 
“We have set aside the 
judgment and order 
and convicted Tejpal. 
We have convicted 
him under Sections 
376(2)(f) and (k), 354A, 
354B of  Indian Penal 
Code (IPC),” it said. 

W h i l e  h a n d i n g 
down the minimum 
sentence of  10 years’ 
rigorous imprison-
ment, the bench noted 
that the incident took 
place 13 years ago and 
Tejpal had not com-
mitted any other 
criminal offence. The maxi-
mum punishment for rape is 
life imprisonment.

The court gave Tejpal four 
weeks to surrender.

During the hearing, the 
bench termed the trial court’s 
judgment “perverse” and col-
oured by prejudice against the 
survivor. 

The case dates back to 2013, 
when Tejpal was accused of  
sexually assaulting a junior 
colleague in an elevator of  a 
high-end hotel in Goa during 
an event organised by the mag-
azine. The Goa Police regis-
tered an FIR against Tejpal for 
various offences, including 
rape. He was arrested in No-
vember 2013 and released on 
bail in July 2014.

The trial commenced in 2017. 
The judgment was pronounced 

in May 2021 by Addi-
tional Sessions Judge 
Kshama Joshi, who 
acquitted Tejpal.

During the hearing 
in HC, Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta, 
appearing for the 
state of  Goa, argued 
that the trial court 
wrongly focused on 
the complainant’s 
character instead of  
the conduct of  the ac-
cused. He said the 
trial court incorrectly 
relied on the com-
plainant’s lifestyle, 
WhatsApp chats, and 
‘normative’ behav-
iour to infer consent.

Senior advocate Aa-
bad Ponda, represent-
ing Tejpal, argued 
that the acquittal was 

correct because the complain-
ant’s account was inconsistent 
with objective evidence includ-
ing the lift mechanics and 
CCTV footage. He further ar-
gued that the victim’s behav-
iour and conversation on text 
messages did not suggest delib-
e r a t e  c o n c e a l m e n t  o r 
coaching.

Gives ex-editor 4 weeks to surrender, terms 
trial court’s decision to acquit him ‘perverse’

Tejpal to 
move SC
Tarun Tejpal 

called himself a 
“political victim” 
and pleaded for 
leniency, saying 
he was 62 years 

old and the 
father of two 

girls. He said he 
would approach 
SC to challenge 

his conviction

Gen Z outreach

Protests lawful form 
of dialogue to build 
consensus: RSS head
S u d hi  r  S u r y a w a n shi    @ Mumbai

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief  
Mohan Bhagwat on Thursday described pro-
tests as a form of  dialogue that should be 
used to evolve consensus rather than creat-
ing divisions in society. Addressing a gather-
ing of  about 2,000 students here, he said Gen 
Z and Gen Alpha are the most honest of  gen-
erations. He said people of  his generation, 
when they were young, follow the directions 
of  elders, but today’s generation has strong 
opinions and needs logical answers.

Addressing a wide array of  questions, 
Bhagwat said if  people’s voice is not heard 
in a democracy, they could use protest as a 
medium to talk to power. “Protest is a way 
of  dialogue. In a democracy, there are many 
ways to arrive at a consensus. It is true that 
there is a need to do a lot of  reform in Indian 
education. If  there is no dialogue, then pro-
tests happen. I will not say Gen Z should not 
protest, but there are ways to protest. If  Gen 
Z is upset, then we need to pay attention. The 
recent agitation took place because of  lack 
of  attention. Their issues can be sorted out 
through dialogue,” Bhagwat said.

He also emphasised that Gen Z is not anti-
national; instead they are the future of  the 
country. “I have not called anyone anti-na-
tional. In fact, today’s generation is the most 
honest. We can trust them blindly. Children 
are the gift of  God,” Bhagwat said. 

Why, then, were they caned and fired at 
with pellet guns at Jantar Mantar during a 
protest march? Bhagwat said he was not 
aware about cause of  the violence.

Responding to another question on the gov-
ernment’s ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ pitch 
though there was no proper infrastructure in 
schools and high teacher vacancies, Bhagwat 
said that the government needs to pay attention 
to these issues by increasing the education 
budget. He said that the education department’s 
allocation can go up to 6% of  the GDP, as recom-
mended by various expert committees.

“Education is everyone’s responsibility. If  
anyone is not discharging his duty, then 
there is a problem in the system. But at the 
same time, people have to also extend sup-
port. Besides, education should not be treat-
ed as a commercial venture,” he said.

Bhagwat 
speak

 On protest: 
legitimate form of 
dialogue. Purpose is 
to build consensus, 
not create divisions

 Edu sector 
spending: support 
demand to raise it  to 
6% of GDP 

 Gen Z: seeks 
logical answers to 
queries with warmth 
and respect

 Social media 
ban: not the solution 
to its harmful effects

 Tech misuse: 
Don’t trust social 
media content 
without verification

 Leadership:  not 
about just delivering 
speeches or winning 
elections, but about 
working from behind, 
sharing success and 
fame

 LGBTQIA+: 
part of society 
but institution of 
marriage should not 
be tampered with

 Conf licts with 
Pak, China:  should 
not permanently 
disrupt dialogue  
or people-to- 
people ties
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Forecast
Passing showers. Overcast.

Max

280C
Min

210C
Sunrise	 06.06 am

Sunset	 06.44 pm

Moonrise 	 12.13 am

Moonset	 01.32 pm

Almanac today
 Friday: 07.08.2026  Year: Parabhava  Ayana: Dakshinayana

  Ritu: Greeshma  Masa: Ashada  Paksha: Krishna  Tithi: Navami 1.26 pm 
 Nakshatra: Krithika 4.44 pm   Moon in Mithuna Rashi   Rahukaala: 10:30 am to 12:00pm 

 Gulikakala: 07:30 am to 09:00 am   Yamaganda: 01:30 pm to 03:00 pm Weather

07-08-2026 CHENNAI & DElHI HorosCopEs

H O L I DAY  M AT H I S
07th August : Under the Gemini Moon We find 

lasting fulfillment by following our fascinations 
and seeing the quest through to its natural 

conclusion. Some won’t conclude; rather, they 
will refresh with ever more depth in studies that 

run a lifetime. As the Gemini moon forms two 
auspicious lunar trines, ask: What continues to 

hold your interest after the novelty has worn off?

TeST YOur nuMber 
cruncHIng SkILL wITH  
Our unIque puzzLe
 Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner 
that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 
accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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YesterdaY’s sOLUtIONs

  1 A responsible person (7)
  5 Badly cared for timber (5)
  8 Vice has fallen as a result
 of suppression (9)
  9 Gift list (3)
  10 Sailor to be a
 French priest (4)
  12 Main line terminals? (8)
  14 Sign for the
 thesaurus he’s left (6)
  15 Note more money for cook (6)
  17 Confuse by suggesting that
 one should be less calm (8)
  18 Drove in another direction (4)
  21 Plant served as a meal (3)
  22 Death by shooting can
 mean prosecution (9)
  24 Polar ice seen
 around the East
 relatively speaking (5)
  25 Climb down (7)

across: 1 Resident, 5 Oder, 9 Dupes, 10 Time off, 
11 Cornerstones, 13 Leered, 14 Option, 17 Unfair choice, 
20 Offbeat, 21 Erica, 22 Yo-yo, 23 Meatless.

down: 1 Rode, 2 Suppose, 3 Disinherited,  
4 Notary, 6 Drown, 7 Refusing, 8 Empty protest, 
12 Illusory, 15 Incline, 16 Scythe, 18 Fifty, 19 Eats.

  1 Two senior officers
 taking a drink (5)
  2 Spring is short in the meadow (3)
  3 Transported in a trap perhaps (4)
  4 A mason knows how it spreads (6)
  5 Scheme for church to
 contain prison outbreak (8)
  6 Resolve to discourage
 an excavation (9)
  7 So ‘Tripe!’ is silly retort (7)
  11 The world’s greatest
 swimmer (4,5)
  13 Sweet dog Bill Sikes owned (5-3)
  14 Any bite upsets the foreigner (7)
  16 A story for example
 viewed in advance (6)
  19 Having eaten a meal I’d
 end a different shape (5)
  20 Such men are said to
 make an appearance (4)
  23 Diamonds in the underworld (3)

JuMbLe
By DaviD L. Hoyt  
anD Jeff KnureK

yesterday’s

aRIes 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

Reality makes 
a wonderful 
starting point 

and a terrible ceiling. 
You don’t have to 
expect less. But it would 
help to get better at 
predicting what each 
situation is likely to give 
you, while remaining 
open to surprise.

TaURUs  
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

Even those you 
know very well are 
capable of 

surprising you, though you 
may need to lead the charge. 
What have you always 
wanted to know, but never 
asked? What have you 
noticed but never thought to 
compliment? There’s a deeper 
potential for this relationship.

GeMINI  
(May 21 - June 21)

A quick wit 
is rarer 
than you 

imagine. It’s not 
about having lines 
ready to deploy. It’s 
being in the moment, 
noting the situation 
in real time and being 
confident enough to 
risk saying it aloud.

CaNCeR  
(June 22 - July 22)

When you’re 
into a thing, it 
hits different. 

You just know. You can’t 
always explain it, and 
you really shouldn’t 
have to. Keys don’t 
explain why they fit the 
lock. It just works, and 
you’re suddenly in a 
new room.

LeO  
(July 23 - Aug. 22)

Your moods 
move like 
weather, 

heart-first. Your heart 
will be full. It will also 
yearn, sparkle and 
beat to a shared 
rhythm, and skip 
beats, too, in response 
to the surprises and 
attractions of the day.

VIRGO  
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

Even if you’re 
totally decided 
about the next 

move, you’ll still hear all 
sides. You may secretly 
know that you’re not 
going to back down or 
give in, but it wouldn’t 
be diplomatic to lead 
with that. Besides, 
information is power.

LIBRa  
(Sept. 23 - Oct. 23)

You can certainly 
work within 
constraints, but 

it’s better to break at least 
one of the rules. Maybe it’s 
the one about timing. You 
can’t rush greatness. Give 
yourself room to 
experiment, or at least get 
the details just how you 
like them.

sCORPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 21)

When people 
want something, 
but aren’t saying 

what it is, you can feel that 
as though the unspoken 
has an actual weight. 
Direct questions won’t be 
ideal today, and anyway, 
you’re much cleverer than 
that. You’ll tease out  
the information.

saGITTaRIUs 
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

When you 
get tired, 
should you 

push through or ease 
up? Today it will be 
more productive to 
rest a while and 
recover your energy. 
New insights will 
come to you when 
you’re refreshed.

CaPRICORN  
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

Before 
chasing the 
next goal, 

take more time 
celebrating the last one. 
Because when you revel 
in what’s working, you 
become a magnet for 
easy success. It doesn’t 
have to be so hard to 
pursue what you want.

aQUaRIUs  
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Every day 
asks for a 
little 

tolerance. Today asks for 
more. Hanging in there 
with the tough stuff will 
be the main growth 
opportunity of the day: 
accepting and enduring 
the reality until the time 
it can be changed.

PIsCes  
(Feb. 19 - Mar 20)

What would 
you gladly 
practice for 

years whether you were 
paid to or not? This one 
makes you read the whole 
book, join the special 
club, keeps you in pursuit 
until you’re a master. The 
more you put into it, the 
more you love it.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Rail and mobility expert San-
jeev Dyamannavar, however, 
questioned whether extending 
Bengaluru’s existing Yellow 
Line to Hosur would be opera-
tionally suitable. “Metro sys-
tems are designed primarily for 
urban travel. If  large numbers 
of  commuters from Hosur be-
gin using the same Metro, pas-
sengers boarding from Bomma-
sandra, Electronics City and 
other Bengaluru stations may 
face severe overcrowding be-
cause Metro has limited carry-
ing capacity,” he said.

According to Dyamannavar, 
Metro is best suited for jour-
neys of  about 30-40 km, while 
longer regional trips are better 
served by suburban rail or 
RRTS. He recommended ex-
tending the proposed suburban 

rail line from Heelalige to Ho-
sur instead. 

“Suburban rail offers higher 
carrying capacity, faster speeds, 
fewer stops and lower construc-
tion costs. It can also be inte-
grated with Chandapura Circle 
so that passengers travelling to 
central Bengaluru can transfer 
to Metro at Bommasandra or 
continue via suburban rail to 
KSR or any other railway sta-
tion,” he said.

He added that if  govern-
ments remain keen on a Metro 
connection, they should con-
sider a separate special pur-
pose vehicle (SPV)-based cross-
border Metro between Hosur 
and Electronics City instead of  
extending Bengaluru’s existing 
Metro network, thereby pre-
serving capacity for intra-city 
commuters while improving 
regional connectivity.

Freedom from Waste: BNCC clears 2,495 tonnes of debris
E x pre   s s  N e w s  Ser   v ice   
@Bengaluru

As part of  the ‘Freedom from 
Waste’ campaign, the Bengalu-
ru North City Corporation 
(BNCC) has so far cleared 2,495 
tonnes of  construction and de-
bris (C&D) waste since August 
5. To monitor the site on which 
the debris is being dumped, 
Commissioner Pommala Sunil 
Kumar paid a surprise visit on 
Thursday to BNCC’s Marena-
halli debris disposal site to in-
spect the debris management 
operations being carried out 
across the corporation limits 
with the objective of  further 
strengthening waste manage-
ment activities.

Apart from Marenahalli, 
the corporation is dumping 

C&D waste at Yarappanahalli 
(431 tonnes) and Vittasandra 
(46 tonnes).

During the visit, the commis-
sioner reviewed the disposal of  
debris collected from various 

parts of  the Bengaluru North 
City Corporation limits, the 
dumping process, movement 

of  vehicles and overall waste 
management operations. He 
also obtained detailed informa-
tion from the officials regard-
ing the functioning of  the dis-
posal site.

Pommala inspected the 
present disposal capacity of  the 
site and discussed with officials 
whether adequate infrastruc-
ture is available to handle larger 
quantities of  debris in the com-
ing days, as well as the addition-
al facilities required to further 
improve the operations.

He also interacted with the 
security personnel stationed at 
the disposal site and enquired 
about the number of  vehicles 
arriving every day, vehicle 
movement, the debris unload-
ing process, and the overall 
operations. 

70 bike taxis 
seized on Day 2 
of crackdown
E x pre   s s  N e w s  Ser   v ice   
@Bengaluru

The Transport Department in-
tensified its crackdown on ille-
gal bike taxi operations on 
Thursday, inspecting 220 two-
wheelers across Bengaluru. Of-
ficials booked 71 bike taxis for 
alleged violations and seized 70 
vehicles on the second day of  
the special enforcement drive.

Even as the enforcement con-
tinued, the Bike Taxi Welfare As-
sociation alleged that several 
drivers were harassed during 
the operation. Association repre-
sentative Manoj claimed that 
some auto-rickshaw and taxi 
drivers, claiming to assist trans-
port officials, were booking rides 
through apps, intercepting bike 
taxi riders and allegedly snatch-
ing their mobile phones in the 
absence of  Regional Transport 
Office (RTO) officials.

Auto unions defended their 
stand, saying tensions had arisen 
because illegal bike taxi opera-
tions were affecting their liveli-
hoods. Rudramurthy of  the Auto 
Rickshaw Drivers Union (ARDU) 
said, “We are not against bike 
taxis as a concept. If  the govern-
ment frames rules and allows 
them with proper yellow-board 
commercial registration and per-
mits, we have no objection.” 

He noted that states such as 
Goa and Puducherry have noti-
fied regulations for bike taxi 
services and urged Karnataka 
to adopt a similar policy.

E x pre   s s  N e w s  Ser   v ice   
@ Bengaluru

The state government is con-
sidering creating 3 Lalbagh-
style parks in Bengaluru, 
Chief  Minister DK Shivaku-
mar said on Thursday, after 
inaugurating the 220th flower 
and fruit exhibition with the 
theme ‘Glory of  Ganga Em-
pire’ at Lalbagh, as part of  In-
dependence Day celebrations.

“There is an intention to 
build such a park on Defence 
land in Bengaluru. This land 
will remain in possession of  
the Defence sector. I have writ-
ten a letter requesting per-
mission to build such a park 
there, and I will meet the De-
fence Minister soon. The 
Prime Minister has permitted 
a park on Defence land in Var-
anasi. It has also been decided 

to build such a park on forest 
land within Bengaluru city, 
and this has been discussed 
with Forest officials. We have 
considered entrusting the re-
sponsibility of  building it to 
other departments, including 
GBA, BDA and horticulture 
department,” he said.

Shivakumar said Lalbagh is 
not just a park, it is history. 
This year’s flower show has 
been created keeping in mind 
the farmers of  the Ganga Em-
pire. The lakes built by the 
Gangas are still alive and have 
protected us in difficult times. 
The history of  the Gangas has 
equality, the life of  farmers, 
and their struggle. This is a cel-
ebration of  our culture, art and 
the life of  farmers. In this 
year’s Independence Day cele-
brations, the people of  the state 
should watch and enjoy the 

flower show. “This show will be 
held for 10 days. Lalbagh was 
established by Hyder Ali and 
developed by the British. Now 
the Karnataka government is 
continuing it,” he said. 

The CM added that the glory 
of  the Ganga empire of  South 
India has been created through 
flowers. The history of  the 
Gangas is part of  the history 
of  the state of  Karnataka. The 
Horticulture department has 
formulated this concept in the 
best way, he said.

Shivakumar added that 
they have formed a pro-
gramme to increase greenery 
in the state and save the lives 
of  farmers. This is a partner-
ship between farmers and the 
government. We will an-
nounce it on August 15. The 
government’s 100-day pro-
gramme has been formulated, 

and we are thinking about 
how to energise the lives of  
farmers, he said.

All MLAs eligible for 
ministerial posts: DKS 
Asked if  the cabinet expansion 
issue had been resolved after 
visiting the homes of  senior 
Congress leaders who are up-
set over their exclusion, he 
said, “We have no problem. The 
problem is the media. We 
should respect the sentiments 
of  our senior leaders. There 
are 140 MLAs and 40 Council 
members, of  whom we can give 
ministerial berths to only 33 
people. Everyone in our party 
is eligible. We cannot say that 
their desire is wrong. Everyone 
should work together. Every-
one is honest with the Congress 
party, and everyone has brought 
the party to power.”

CM DK Shivakumar goes on a round of the venue after inaugurating the Lalbagh 
Flower Show on Thursday. Right: Visitors on the first day |  Express, Kevin Nashon

10-day deadline 

HC seeks state govt 
response to PIL on 
Hebbal tunnel rd

3 more Lalbaghs in city soon: CM

‘Suburban Rail to Hosur 
better option than Metro’

Petitioners seek details on eco impact of 
project, inflow and outflow of Hebbal Lake 

E x pre   s s  N e w s  Ser   v ice   
@ Bengaluru:

The Karnataka High Court on 
Thursday directed the state gov-
ernment to submit its response 
by way of  an affidavit, answer-
ing issues raised concerning a 
public interest litigation chal-
lenging the proposed multi-
crore ‘Short Length Transitory 
3-Lane Bi-Directional Vehicular 
Underpass’ connecting Hebbal 
flyover junction to Veterinary 
College via GKVK premises.

The affidavit should contain 
details whether any study has 
been conducted to know the im-
pact of  the project on the envi-
ronment, including whether 
inflow and outflow of  Heb-
bal Lake are obstructed, 
or whether natural aq-
ueducts of  the under-
ground flow of  water 
are obstructed. This 
has to be submitted 
along with materials to 
substantiate the same with-
in 10 days, the court ordered. 

A division bench of  Chief  Jus-
tice Vibhu Bakhru and Justice 
KS Hemalekha passed the order 
after hearing the petition filed by 
Guruprasad RK, Rishvanjas Ra-
ghavan and Elizabeth Soumya. 
The court also issued notice to 
the state government and other 
respondents to the petition. 

The project will be stayed if  
the affidavit is not filed by the 
state government within the 
said deadline by trying to take 
any adjournments, the court 
cautioned the state government 
orally, while adjourning the 
hearing to August 24. 

Before this, counsel for the 
petitioners submitted that they 

have also challenged the valid-
ity of  Section 12 of  the Karna-
taka Tank Conservation and 
Development Authority Act, as 
amended in 2026, which permits 
roads and allied infrastructure 
within the environmentally 
sensitive lake ecosystems. 

While arguing that the pro-
posed project will affect inflow 
and outflow of  the lake and 
there is no reference to the 
same in the detailed project re-
port (DPR), the counsel also 
drew the attention of  the court 
to the proposed felling of  more 
than 800 trees for the project. 

The DPR itself  acknowledges 
that the proposed project 
traverses Hebbal valley imme-

diately abutting Hebbal 
Lake, and the DPR con-

tains discussions con-
cerning groundwater 
conditions, flood con-
siderations and storm-

water systems, the 
counsel argued.   

The petitioners also con-
tended that the tunnel road 
project had been advanced in 
complete disregard of  the man-
datory statutory framework es-
tablished under the Bengaluru 
Metropolitan Land Transport 
Authority (BMLTA) Act, 2022. 
The proposed Red Line Metro 
corridor is also planned to 
traverse the same transport 
corridor. 

However, no material has 
been discussed demonstrating 
that the combined impact of  
the Metro proposal and im-
pugned project has been evalu-
ated through the integrated 
planning mechanism contem-
plated under the BMLTA Act, 
the petitioners alleged. 

Green Line frequency reduced briefly tonight
Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd (BMRCL) has announced a 
temporary change in Green Line services on the night of Friday to 
facilitate joint trials and inspection of new trainsets ahead of the 
Commissioner of Metro Rail Safety (CMRS) inspection. Services from 
Yeshwanthpur to Madavara will run at 20-minute intervals instead of 
the usual 10-minute frequency between 10.30 pm and 11 pm, until the 
end of revenue service. Services from Madavara to Silk Institute will 
continue to operate as per the regular timetable. The temporary 
change is required for joint trials and inspection involving CMRS 
officials before the induction of the newly supplied CRRC trainsets. ENS

North City Corporation Commissioner Pommala Sunil  Kumar inspects the 
Marenahalli  debris disposal site on Thursday |  Express

Fraudster dupes trader with licence promise 
Bengaluru: The Health department of Bengaluru Central City Corporation had sent out an appeal 
to all traders not to fall prey to touts and frauds following a case involving Rajasthan Emporium 
and Handicrafts owner Rajesh, who was duped by a fraudster. As per the release, a person 
identified as Tilak convinced Rajesh that he was in touch with GBA officials and would get him a 
trade licence. He then asked the owners to deposit Rs 17,850 and asked the gullible owner to 
transfer the amount through PhonePe UPI. Instead of giving his number (7676689656) Tilak 
shared his acquaintance Sudhakar’s phone number (9502148337). Following the payment on July 
23, a receipt was also given, but Rajesh realised it later that the reciept is fake. This prompted him 
to file a complaint with Health Officer Central City Corporation under GBA on Thursday. The 
Corporation appealed and warned public and traders to stay away from such fraudster in future.

Aug 1	 228

Aug 2	 42 

Aug 3	 313

Aug 4	 635

 Aug 5	 801
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Debris disposed of 

From August 1 to 5, 
431 tonnes dumped 
at Yarappanahalli and 
46 tonnes at 
Vittasandra 

18 tippers and 4 
loaders deployed
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Tanveer Sait missing out on cabinet berth 
has nothing to do with my father 
Siddaramaiah. Allegations are baseless  

Dr Yathindra 
Siddaramaiah, 
minister 

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @  B e n g a l u r u

Two armed men entered a jew-
ellery shop in Dabaspet, posing 
as customers on Thursday af-
ternoon. They threatened the 
owner at gunpoint and shot 
him in the leg before fleeing. 
The accused failed to execute 
the robbery after the owner re-
sisted them. 

According to the police, five 
men arrived in a white pickup 
vehicle near Premashiva Jew-
ellery Shop on Dabaspet Junc-
tion Road. Around 2.10pm, two 
of  them entered the shop pos-
ing as customers and asked to 

see a pair of  earrings. The own-
er, Kuna Ram, asked them to 
wait for a few minutes as he 
was having lunch. The two men 
then allegedly threatened the 
owner with a gun and fired four 
rounds inside the shop. One 
bullet struck Kuna Ram’s thigh, 
while the remaining three mis-
fired. When he resisted and 
screamed for help, the accused 
fled the spot.

Kuna Ram was rushed to a 
nearby hospital and is said to 
be out of  danger. Police are an-
alysing CCTV footage, and the 
vehicle used in the crime is yet 
to be traced.  

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  
@  B e n g a l u r u

Two young Nepali women 
were found hanging from a  
tree at Shivanahalli in Yelahan-
ka police station limits on 
Thursday morning. The two 
women allegedly ended their 
lives by using a single dupatta, 
with one end tied around each 
of  their necks.

The deceased were identified 
as Sirjana (22) and Rita (23), 
both natives of  Nepal. The duo 
had come to Bengaluru around 
15 days ago in search of  em-
ployment and were working as 
domestic helps.

According to police, morning 
walkers noticed the bodies 
hanging from a tree near a res-
taurant in an isolated area of  
Jakkur, and immediately alert-
ed police. Police rushed to the 
spot and found the women 
hanging from a tree branch, 
with their feet touching the 

ground. Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests they used a single 
dupatta, tying one end around 
each of  their necks. Mean-
while, the victims had no  
visible injury marks on their 
bodies. Police conducted a  
preliminary inspection at  
the scene and shifted the bodies 
to a hospital for postmortem. 
The victims’ family members 
were informed.

Police said the exact cause 
and circumstances surround-
ing the deaths are yet to be es-
tablished. A case of  unnatural 
death was registered at Yela-
hanka police station.

A senior police officer said it 
would be premature to draw 
any conclusions until the  
postmortem report, forensic 
findings and other evidence  
are examined. Police are inves-
tigating all angles, including 
the women’s movements,  
contacts and circumstances 
leading to their deaths.

B a l a  C h a u h a n  @  B e n g a l u r u

The State Government is like-
ly to make a major announce-
ment on the proposed revamp-
ing of  Bengaluru City Police 
(BCP) on August 15. 

According to placed sources, 
Chief  Minister DK Shivaku-
mar may make a formal 
announcement on the 
new blueprint of  the 
BCP on Independence 
Day, and set a later date 
for its formation. 

The new BCP is pro-
posed to be designed on the 
lines of  Greater Bengaluru Au-
thority (GBA) and will be set in 
motion with a government ex-
ecutive order. 

“Though Police Commission-
er Seemant Singh had on Au-
gust 1 submitted a draft propos-
al on guidelines proposed by 
the government, to reorganise 
BCP on the five municipal cor-

porations of  the Greater Ben-
g a lur u  Au tho ri t y,  i t  i s  
for the Chief  Minister to take  
a final decision. They may 
tweak the proposal or accept it 
fully. It is a policy decision,” 
said sources. 

The revamp process will take 
time. It will involve crea-

tion of  new posts, po-
lice stations, postings, 
required infrastruc-
ture and logistics. 

The suggestion is to 
appoint IGP/DIGP 

rank officers as commis-
sioners and a DGP rank of-

f i c e r  a s  t h e  c h i e f  
commissioner. 

“There is a shortfall of  
around 40 per cent IGPs (cadre 
and ex-cadre) in the Karnataka 
cadre. Of  the seven ranges in 
the state which are held by IGP 
rank officers, in Central and 
North-East range, DIGP rank 
officers have been posted. The 

government may post IG and 
DIG as commissioners in the 
new Bengaluru City Police, 
considering the shortfall, and 
allocate responsibilities in the 
freshly drawn police jurisdic-
tions,” added sources. 

While Bengaluru is the only 
metro city in the country to 
have one commissionerate, it 
will create a new record if  split 
into five divisions each under a 
commissioner, who will report 
to the chief  commissioner. 

“A positive aspect of  the new 
architecture of  the city will be 
that new police stations will be 
created to cover more areas and 
people. The objective behind 
the revamp is to scale up police 
efficiency, control increase in 
crime and maintain law and or-
der. This should also help in 
monitoring and controlling 
drug-related crimes, which 
have increased manifold,” add-
ed sources. 

BCP revamp likely to 
be announced on I-Day
It’s proposed to be designed on the lines of Greater B’luru Authority 

faith &tradition
Devotees carry kavadi during the Ashada Kavadi festival as they offer prayers at the 
Subramanya Swamy Temple in Hanumanthanagar on Thursday |  Shashidhar Byrappa

2 Nepali women found 
hanging from tree in 
Yelahanka, 1 dupatta used 

c r i m e  p a t r o lArmed men open fire at 
jeweller, abort robbery

Drunk techie fires air gun from balcony, arrested
Bengaluru: A 35-year-old software engineer, allegedly under the 

influence of alcohol, fired multiple rounds into the air from the balcony 
of his apartment using an air gun, damaging the glasses of a parked 

car. The incident took place at Sipani Apartments on the outskirts of 
Bengaluru, in Surya City Police Station limits in the early hours of 

Thursday. The accused was identified as Anurag Tiwari, 
a native of Lucknow. He had been staying in the 
apartment for the past eight months and was 

working at an IT firm in Whitefield. According to 
police, the incident occurred around 2.30am. Tiwari, 
who had consumed alcohol, had a heated argument 

with his family over phone, and came on to his 
balcony with an air gun and fired five to six rounds into 

the air. Some of the pellets struck a car parked outside, 
damaging its window glass. Hearing the gunshots, security guards 

rushed to the spot and tried to alert him by blowing whistles. However, 
the accused allegedly fired a few rounds at the security guards, who 

escaped unhurt. Police were alerted and a case was registered against 
Tiwari under the Arms Act and other sections of the BNS. He was 
arrested and the weapon was seized. Further investigation is on.

Man kills wife, leaves body wrapped in bedsheet
Bengaluru: The Kumbalagodu police have arrested a 24-year-old 
man from Bihar for allegedly murdering his wife and fleeing to his 
native state after wrapping her body in a bedsheet and  
leaving it inside their rented house. The accused has been identified 

as Dhiraj Kumar, while the deceased is Reema Kumari.  
The couple had come to Bengaluru around 10 

months ago. The police said the murder came to 
light on July 29 when the victim’s friend visited 
the house after Reema failed to report to work for 
the past five days. The friend noticed a foul smell 

emanating from the room and alerted the police. 
Upon inspection, the police found Reema Kumari’s 

body wrapped in a bedsheet. The investigation later led 
the police to Bihar, where they tracked down and arrested  
Dhiraj Kumar. The investigation revealed that the couple  
frequently quarrelled over domestic issues. Dhiraj Kumar allegedly 
strangled Reema Kumari to death following a heated argument. He 
then wrapped her body in a bedsheet, left it inside the rented room, 
and fled to Bihar in an attempt to evade arrest. Further 
investigations are on.

Two arrested for 
hunting gaur

Madikeri: Two accused 
involved in hunting a Gaur and 

trading its meat have been 
arrested by the Forest Depar-

tment. The incident was repo-
rted in the forest in Koyanadu 
near Sampaje on the Kodagu-

Dakshina Kannada border. 
Sources confirmed that the 

department received a tip-off 
on the accused transporting 

game meat after hunting 
activity in the forests near 

Koyanadu. Forest Department 
officials stopped a vehicle near 

Kallugundi and arrested the 
three after they found 

weapons, including a gun and 
game meat from the vehicle.  
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Cabinet expansion unrest refuses 
to die down, Surjewala steps in
D e v a r a j  B  H i r e h a l l i  @ Bengaluru 

AICC General Secretary and 
Karnataka in-charge Randeep 
Singh Surjewala, who is trying 
to placate those Congress MLAs 
upset over not being inducted 
into the Shivakumar cabinet, is 
likely to come out with a for-
mula to pacify them after hold-
ing consultations with the par-
ty top brass.

According to Congress insid-
ers, Surjewala was forced to 
disclose the names of  leaders 
from the state that had been 
sent to the party high command 
and explain why several MLAs 
missed out on ministerial 
berths. Also, the disgruntled 
MLAs are likely to be offered 
positions in both the party or-
ganisation (at state and nation-
al levels) and boards and 
corporations.

Furthermore, several AHIN-
DA MLAs, including former 
minister Dr HC Mahadevappa, 
feel that they were let down by 
former chief  minister Siddara-
maiah. But Siddaramaiah’s son 
and Urban Development Minis-
ter Dr Yathindra categorically 
denied this claim, saying that 
Mahadevappa’s name topped 
his father’s list. Meanwhile, 
Mahadevappa visited Delhi on 
Thursday and is likely to meet 
Central Congress leaders. Six-

time MLA Appaji CS Nadagou-
da is also likely to meet top 
brass leaders as he is upset that 
his loyalty to the party did not 
pay off. 

Public Works Minister Satish 
Jarkiholi, who is also in Delhi, 
is learnt to be lobbying for the 
social welfare portfolio, sourc-
es added. Former ministers 
Mankal Vaidya, RB Timmapur, 
NS Boseraju and Rahim Khan 
are among those who are un-
happy over being left out of  the 
cabinet. Aland MLA BR Patil, 
considered a close associate of  
Siddaramaiah, is also believed 
to be disappointed.

Meanwhile, some of  
the disgruntled MLAs 
have planned to meet 
over dinner on Au-
gust 13 when the mon-
soon session of  the 
joint legislature com-
mences, sources said. “We 
will expect adequate grants to 
our Assembly constituencies 
so that we will be in a comfort-
able position to face the 2028 
Assembly polls,” a Congress 
MLA told The New Indian 
Express.

Meanwhile,  supporters  
o f  M L A s  R a g h ave n d r a  
Hitnal in Koppal, Basavaraj 
Shivannanavar in Byadgi,  
SN Narayanaswamy in Banga-
rapet and Ramesh Bandisidde 

Gowda in Srirangapatna  
protested on Thursday. 

Hitnal, who hails from the 
Kuruba community, is report-
edly upset after Siddaramaiah, 
who also hails from the same 
community, backed Shivannan-
avar, a party insider said. Sid-
daramaiah strongly backed the 
candidature of  Basavaraja Ra-
yaraddi. When Rayaraddi paid 
his maiden visit to Koppal after 
the expansion, Congress work-
ers did not give him a grand 
reception. 

T h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  
Chikkamagaluru MLC AV Gay-

athri Shanthe Gowda, a Ku-
ruba leader, in the list of  
probable ministers be-
fore her name was 
dropped at the last 
minute is being attrib-

uted to the influence of  
senior Congress leader Ab-

hishek Manu Singhvi and 
Chief  Minister DK Shivaku-
mar. According to sources, 
Singhvi has served as legal 
counsel for both Gayathri, who 
won a legal battle against BJP 
leader Pranesh to retain her 
MLC seat, and Shivakumar.  

Now, it is interesting to see 
how the high command will 
placate the disgruntled  MLAs. 
According to sources, Vijayan-
agara MLA Krishnappa may be 
offered the post of  BDA chair-

man, though he clarified to 
Surjewala that he will not settle 
for any post less than a ministe-
rial berth. There were also 
talks that the high command 
had tried, but in vain, to con-
vince Food and Civil supplies 
minister K H Muniyappa to ac-
commodate his daughter and 
KGF MLA Roopakala Shashid-
har as a minister so that the is-
sue of  lack of  representation to 
Kolar and Chikkaballapura dis-
tricts and woman would be re-
solved. But Muniyappa sug-
gested that he would complete 
his tenure as minister and 
make his daughter minister if  
the party returns to power in 
2028, a source said. 

Senior MLA TB Jayachan-
dra, lone MLA from Kunchiti-
ga-Vokkaliga community,  had 
to settle for the state’s Delhi 
representative post. The com-
munity’s religious head Sri 
Nanjavadhuta met him on 
Thursday and held a discus-
sion. Surjewala also met former 
Law Minister H.K. Patil in an 
attempt to pacify him. Atten-
tion is now focused on who will 
be appointed as the Deputy 
Chairman of  the State Plan-
ning Commission, a post con-
sidered prestigious. There is 
also speculation over the lone 
vacant cabinet berth, which is 
likely to go to a woman MLA.

Disgruntled MLAs likely to be offered positions in both party organisation, boards & corpns 

Akhila Karnataka Brahmana Mahasabha members protest in Bengaluru’s Freedom Park on Thursday, demanding that a 
legislator from the community be accomodated in the Karnataka cabinet |  Nagaraja Gadekal

Gayathri to take oath as MLC 
today, could enter cabinet
B a n s y  K a l a p p a  @ Bengaluru 

MLC Gayathri Shanthegow-
da is set to be sworn in at 
12.30pm Friday at the Legisla-
tive Council Chairman’s office. 
Following the oath-taking cer-
emony, she is expected to meet 
former CM Siddaramaiah, who 
was on a visit to Mysuru 
on Thursday.

According to sourc-
es, a decision on her 
induction into the min-
istry could be taken on 
Friday by senior party 
leaders. UDD Minister 
Dr Yathindra Siddara-
maiah, presently tour-
ing Bidar, is also ex-
pected to hold a meeting with 
her. She is expected to hold dis-
cussions with the Congress 
leadership.

The development comes 
against the backdrop of  sim-
mering resentment within the 
Kuruba community. Gayathri 
had earlier missed out on a 
ministerial berth during the 
cabinet expansion, reportedly 
after some influential commu-
nity leaders blocked her entry.

The setback has triggered an-

ger among Kuruba groups, 
with organisations such as the 
Halumatha Olapangadagala 
Okkuta and several others voic-
ing anger and outrage on social 
media. Many within the com-
munity have alleged that vested 
interests worked against her 
inclusion in the cabinet, and 

the community is said to 
still be coming to terms 
with the episode. Many 
social media posts were 
filled with unhappi-
ness over a Backward 
Classes woman being 
blocked by powerful 
vested interests. 

When contacted, Ga-
yathri told TNIE, “I had 

met Siddaramaiah Sir and he 
asked me if  I had taken oath as 
MLC, since oath-taking is fixed 
for tomorrow I will meet him 
after that.’’

Sources close to the develop-
ment note that the matter of  
her becoming minister is not 
yet closed, as no replacement 
has been appointed to the min-
isterial post in question — 
keeping alive the possibility 
that Gayathri could still be 
considered.

Sources said if  she gets the 
green signal from the party 
leadership, she could be sworn 
in minister in one or two days, 
making the 34-member Shiva-
kumar ministry complete, two 
months after he was sworn in 
as CM. One of  her supporters 
told TNIE, “I am sure the party 
will allow her to become minis-
ter, this entire delay is really 
not justified.”

Upset Indi MLA Patil says nothing is bigger than self-respect
Vijayapura: Expressing displeasure over the Congress high command not keeping its promises of making him a minister, Indi MLA 
Yashvantrayagouda Patil has declared that from now on, he will never go to anybody’s door to seek a cabinet post. “Nothing is bigger than 

self-respect; therefore, I have decided never to meet any leader in the future to seek any post in the party. For me, my voters 
are my high command, and I will work as per their wish,” the MLA told reporters in Vijayapura on Thursday. Patil also 
announced that he has decided to withdraw his resignation, which he had tendered on August 3. The MLA said that he was 
never after any power or authority, but he was upset only because the party leaders who had assured him of a cabinet post 
did not keep their word. “The high command had assured me that I would be inducted into the cabinet. In fact, till the 
morning of August 3 (when the oath taking took place) I was told that my name was present in the list. It was later, I was 
informed that my name had been dropped,” he said. Patil said that several Congress MLAs, seers and even AICC General 
Secretary Randeep Singh Surjewala and CM DK Shivakumar called him and convinced him to withdraw his resignation. “They 
convinced me by giving several logical and pragmatic reasons... at the same time, my supporters also wanted me not to go 
ahead with resignation. So I decided to withdraw my papers and work for the party’s progress and the development of my 

constituency,” he said. On MLA Basanagouda Patil calling him a fake Congress leader, Patil shot back, saying that he never ditched the 
Congress as Yatnal did with the BJP. 

Bidadi project to benefit real estate 
mafia, BJP-JDS will oppose it: Ashoka
E x p r e s s  N e w s  S e r v i c e 
@ Bengaluru

LEADER of  the Opposition 
and senior Bharatiya Janata 
Party leader R Ashoka on 
Thursday said theat his party 
and Janata Dal (Secular)00 will 
jointly fight against the pro-
posed Bidadi Township project, 
alleging that it is being initi-
ated to benefit the real estate 
mafia. He said the alliance par-
ties would launch protests both 
inside and outside the Legisla-
ture to oppose the project.  

Ashoka, who was in Delhi, 
told reporters that there has 
been opposition from farmers, 
and amid this, the government 
has initiated the project. 

“We from the BJP and JDS  
will take out a padayatra 
against this anti-farmer town-
ship project,’’ he said, adding 
that they have discussed this 
with JDS leader and Union 
Minister HD Kumaraswamy. 
Ashoka also said they are hold-
ing a coordination meeting 
with JDS on Saturday, where 
they will chalk out the plan.

Ashoka said that the govern-

ment has fixed a commission 
for every work, including con-
s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  at  l e a s t  
Rs 100 per square foot is  
being collected in every con-
struction work.  

Ashoka said that when Sid-
daramaiah was the Leader of  
Opposition, he spoke in the As-
sembly about KPSC irregulari-
ties. “Many scams in KPSC are 
coming out, and massive cor-
ruption has taken place in the 
posts of  veterinary officers. 

Congress leaders’ family mem-
bers themselves have filled 
these posts. Those who paid 
crores got the opportunities. 
Audio clippings related to this 
scam have also emerged,” he 
said.

Further, Ashoka called the 
new cabinet a “payment cabi-
net”. “Those who committed 
irregularities have again be-
come ministers. An audio of  
former excise minister RB 
Timmapur has come out.  The 
drama of  more MLAs resign-
ing and then withdrawing it is 
happening. All-India Congress 
Committee (AICC) General 
Secretary Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala is going door-to-door to 
MLAs’ houses,’’ he said, alleg-
ing that those who became 
ministers by paying money 
will  recover that money  
from the people. “The commis-
sion rate will rise from 60% to 
80%,” he said.

Those who committed irregularities have again become ministers. An 
audio of former excise minister RB Timmapur has come out.  The 
drama of more MLAs resigning and then withdrawing it is happening

R Ashoka, Leder of Opposition in Karnataka Legislative Assembly

K’taka exported `5,371 cr worth seafood in 2025-26
V i n c e n t  D ’ S o u z a  @ Mangaluru

KARNATAKA recorded one of  
the sharpest increases in  
seafood exports in the country 
during 2025-26, with export  
value jumping 56.1% to  
R s  5 , 3 7 1 . 8 5  c ro re  f ro m  
Rs 3,440.57 crore in 2024-25, sig-
nificantly outpacing the nation-
al growth rate of  18.4%. Karna-
taka also improved its ranking 
among seafood-exporting states, 
climbing from sixth in 2024-25 
to fifth in 2025-26, according to 
data tabled in the Lok Sabha 
recently.

India’s seafood exports 
touched an all-time high of  Rs 

73,890.46 crore in 2025-26, up 
from Rs 62,408.45 crore in the 
previous financial year. Export 
volume also rose by 16.1%, in-
creasing from 16.98 lakh tonne 
to 19.72 lakh tonne.

Among the southern states, 
Andhra Pradesh retained its 
position as the country’s largest 
seafood exporter, with exports 
rising 11.9% to Rs 23,765.11 
crore. Kerala registered exports 
worth Rs 8,466.77 crore, a 
growth of  22%, while Tamil 
Nadu recorded Rs 7,660.48 crore, 
up 8.9% over the previous year. 
Telangana, though a relatively 
small exporter, posted exports 
worth Rs 715.02 crore, an in-

crease of  16.2%. Karnataka also 
recorded the highest percent-
age growth among the major 

southern seafood-exporting 
states. Export volume increased 
to 3,37,239 tonne in 2025-26 from 
2,42,143 tonne in 2024-25, a sharp 
rise of  39.3%. 

Karnataka’s exports had ear-
lier surged from 1,20,427 tonne 
worth Rs 1,962.19 crore in 2021-
22 to 3,12,347 tonne valued at Rs 
4,737.23 crore in 2022-23, before 
witnessing a marginal dip in 
quantity to 3,01,183 tonne in 
2023-24, although export value 
remained almost unchanged at 
Rs 4,785.05 crore. Exports de-
clined considerably in 2024-25 
before rebounding strongly in 
2025-26, reflecting a recovery in 
both volume and earnings.

Marine product exports re-
corded growth across almost all 
major categories in 2025-26 in 
the country compared to the 
previous year, with frozen 
shrimp continuing to dominate 
the export basket. Frozen 
shrimp exports increased  
from 7.42 lakh tonne to 7.93  
lakh tonne, while export  
value rose sharply by 13.2% 
from Rs 43,334.25 crore to  
Rs 49,037.93 crore. 

Among other categories, 
dried items registered the high-
est growth, with quantity surg-
ing by over 62% to 4.10 lakh 
tonne and value jumping nearly 
78% to Rs 5,079.09 crore. 

s h a r p  r i s e

all smiles
Government Employees Women’s Association members felicitate CM DK Shivakumar 

at CM’s official residence ‘Krishna’ in Bengaluru on Thursday |  Express 

Horatti likely to resign 
next week, meets DKS 
E x p r e s s  N e w s  S e r v i c e  
@Bengaluru 

Even as Congress has come 
under fire from the Opposition 
for announcing its nominees 
for Legislative Council Chair-
man, Deputy Chairperson, As-
sembly Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker, on the party’s letter-
head, CM DK Shivaku-
mar is said to have 
asked Council Chair-
man Basavaraj Ho-
ratti to tender his res-
ignation. Sources said 
that during his meet-
ing with Horatti late 
Thursday evening, the 
CM asked him to resign. Horat-
ti, the most senior member of  
the Council, is likely to step 
down from the post on August 
14. The state legislature session 
starts on August 13. 

Although some senior Con-
gress leaders, including some 
ministers, are in favour of  con-
tinuing Horatti as the Council 
chairman, as he has been con-
ducting the House proceedings 
in a non-partisan manner, the 
CM, citing the party high com-
mand’s direction, asked him to 

resign, sources said. Horatti, 
who has created a record for his 
eighth successive win from the 
Teachers Constituency, has been 
a member of  the Upper House 
for over 45 years. Congress is 
said to be contemplating mov-
ing a no-confidence motion 
against the Chairman, and to 
avoid the embarrassment, Ho-

ratti is likely to resign. 
Congress has named 
party MLCs Salim 
Ahmed and Umashree 
as Chairman and Dep-
uty Chairperson of  the 
legislative council. It 
was announced along 
with the list of  legisla-

tors inducted into the state cab-
inet on August 3.

BJP slammed Congress for 
announcing its nominees for 
Chairman and Speaker on the 
party’s letterhead. State BJP 
president BY Vijayendra and 
LoP in Council Chalavadi 
Narayanaswamy said such ac-
tion undermines the autonomy 
of  the Legislature and demo-
cratic values. BJP leaders are 
holding a meeting in Bengalu-
ru on Friday to discuss their 
strategy on the issue.
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One of  the accused, Nasir, had given information about Fa-
rooq to the NIA, sources said. With Farooq in custody, the total 
number of  arrests has gone up to 25, with two accused still on 
the run.The NIA had earlier chargesheeted Abdul Nasir and 
Naushad under various sections of  the IPC and Unlawful Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act for knowingly and voluntarily har-
bouring the main assailants who had murdered Nettaru. A 
Look Out Circular and an open-dated Warrant of  Arrest had 
also been issued against the chargesheeted accused by NIA 
Special Court, Bengaluru. NIA had announced a reward of  Rs 
4 lakh each for any details about their whereabouts. Nettaru, 
a BJP Yuva Morcha district executive committee member, was 
hacked to death by two motorcycle-borne assailants in Bellare 
village by cadres of  the Popular Front of  India in July 2022. 
The NIA had taken over the investigation of  the case from the 
Dakshina Kannada police on August 4, 2022.

Nettaru murder case: Total 
number of arrests now 25

Bangarpet bandh seeking 
berth for Narayanaswamy
The bandh called by various 
forums and Congress supporters 
in Bangarpet seeking a ministerial 
berth for three-time Congress 
MLA S N Narayanaswamy, 
received good response. Most 
commercial establishments, 
schools colleges, hotels and 
cinema theatres remained closed 
as hundreds of Congress workers 
took out rallies. Tension prevailed 
when protesters reached a fuel 
station owned by BJP leader B V 
Mahesh. A heated exchange took 
place between Congress workers 
and Mahesh before police 
intervened. 

e x p r e ss   r e a d

Somanna requests inclusion of Kadugolla 
community in list of SCHEDULED TRIBES 
BENGALURU: Union MOS for Railways and Jal Shakti V Somanna 
appealed to Union Home Minister Amit Shah to include Kadugolla 
community in the list of Scheduled Tribes. “The Kadugolla community 
is one of the most backward in Karnataka. Their inclusion in the ST 
category would immensely contribute to their social, educational and 
economic upliftment as per the vision of the Constitution,” Somanna 
said, adding that he had earlier written requesting this inclusion, and 
the Office of the Registrar General of India (ORGI) has examined and 
forwarded the proposal to the Ministry of Tribal Affairs. ENS

Dr G Parameshwara @DrParameshwara            

Karnataka’s pride, para-athlete KS Shilpa, who won a bronze 
medal at Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, will be honoured 
with cash award of `15 lakh and Group ‘B’ post in State Govt 

DK Shivakumar @DKShivakumar        

Due to the unscientific decisions and the flawed rules of  
the previous BJP government, the future of our agricultural 
graduates has become uncertain

posts
of the 

day
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City honours CW bronze medallist Shilpa
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@Bengaluru

Karnataka-based parathlete 
K S Shilpa, who won the bronze 
in the women’s F57 shot put cat-
egory at the Commonwealth 
Para Games 2026 in Glasgow, 
was felicitated at the Sree Kan-
teerava Stadium in Bengaluru 
on Thursday by Legislative 
Council Member and Karnata-
ka Olympic Association presi-
dent K Govindaraju at a cere-
mony org anised by the 
Department of  Youth Empow-
erment and Sports (DYES).

Shilpa credited her coaches 
as the primary reason behind 
her success, and thanked the 
state government for introduc-
ing initiatives to encourage ath-
letes. Chief  coach Raghavendra 
and assistant coaches Satya 
Narayana and Pushpa Niranjan 
Prasad were also felicitated.

“In recognition of  her bronze 
medal victory at the Common-
wealth Para Games, Shilpa will 
be honoured with a cash award 
of  Rs 15 lakh and appointed to 
a Group B post. She will also be 
extended all other benefits 

available under the state gov-
ernment’s sports incentive pol-
icy. Chief  Minister D K Shiva-
kumar and Deputy Chief  
Minister Dr G Parameshwara 
will felicitate Shilpa soon as 
well,” said Govindaraju.

ED attaches `51.28cr assets of Deepak Cables
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Bengaluru

The Directorate of  Enforce-
ment (ED), Bengaluru Zonal 
Office, has provisionally at-
tached immovable properties 
worth around Rs 51.28crore 
(having market value of  over 
Rs 150crore) in a bank fraud, 
diversion and siphoning of  
loan funds case by Deepak Ca-
bles (India) Ltd (DCIL), its man-
aging director K Venkateshwara 
Rao, director Satyavathy Ball, 
and their associated entities 
under the Prevention of  Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The ED, in an official release 
on Thursday, stated that it had 
initiated money laundering in-
vestigation on the basis of  an 
FIR registered by the CBI, 
Banking Securities Fraud 
Branch (BS&FB), Bengaluru. 
The scheduled offences relate 

to criminal conspiracy, cheat-
ing, forgery, use of  forged docu-
ments and criminal miscon-
duct resulting in wrongful loss 
to consortium banks.

“The investigation under 
PMLA revealed that DCIL and 
its promoters fraudulently ob-
tained and enjoyed various 
credit facilities from con-
sortium banks by sub-
mitting manipulated fi-
nancial statements, 
inflated stock state-
ments and false debtor 
statements,” the central 
agency stated. “The investi-
gation further established that 
the accused persons diverted 
and siphoned off  bank loan 
funds through a network of  re-
lated companies, including 
Surya Transmission Ltd, Adhu-
nik Power Transmission Ltd, 
Dandeli Ferro Pvt Ltd, Shara-
vathy Conductors Pvt Ltd, 

Venkatesh Industries, Maruthi 
Engineering Works, Universal 
Transmission Line Products, 
KGN Electricals and other con-
nected entities by creating ficti-
tious sale and purchase transac-
tions without actual movement 
of  goods,” added the ED.

The agency further added that 
the “loan proceeds were di-

verted for purposes unre-
lated to the sanctioned 
objects of  the loans, in-
cluding buy-back of  eq-
uity shares from private 

equity investors through 
related entities and acquisi-

tion of  assets”.
The ED had earlier conducted 

searches under Section 17 of  
the PMLA at multiple premises 
connected with the accused per-
sons and their associates, dur-
ing which “several incriminat-
ing documents, digital devices 
and records” were seized. 

“Subsequently, Rao was ar-
rested under Section 19 of  the 
PMLA on June 2, and remanded 
in ED custody. Statements of  
several accused persons, bank 
officials and other witnesses 
were recorded under Section 50 
of  the PMLA during investiga-
tion. Investigation further re-
vealed that properties directly 
acquired from the Proceeds of  
Crime (PoC) as well as equiva-
lent value properties held in the 
names of  accused persons, their 
family members and connected 
entities were identified,” the 
ED stated. “Since a substantial 
portion of  the PoC had been lay-
ered, diverted or could not be 
directly traced, equivalent val-
ue properties have also been 
provisionally attached under 
the provisions of  PMLA to safe-
guard the PoC and prevent frus-
tration of  confiscation proceed-
ings,” added the agency.

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  
@ B e n g a l u r u

Chief Minister DK Shivaku-
mar on Thursday announced 
the temporary postponement 
of  the Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) recruit-
ment examinations for the 
posts of  Agriculture Officer 
(AO) and Assistant Agricul-
ture Officer (AAO), which 
were scheduled to be held on 
August 8 and 9.

The decision comes amid pro-
tests by agriculture students 
against the KEA’s move to allow 
Bachelor of  Engineering (BE) 
and Bachelor of  Technology 
(BTech) graduates to apply for 
the posts. The students argued 
that only candidates with agri-
cultural qualifications should 
be eligible. However, Shivaku-
mar did not clarify whether the 
rescheduled examinations 
would exclude BE and BTech 
candidates.

Students from the Gandhi 
Krishi Vigyana Kendra (GKVK), 
the main campus of  the Univer-
sity of  Agricultural Sciences 
(UAS), who had been protesting 
the eligibility criteria, met the 
CM on August 4 and submitted 
their grievances.

In a post on X, Shivakumar 
said, “On August 4, when stu-

dents met me and shared their 
concerns, I could understand 
their anxiety and the uncertain-
ty they were facing. I assured 
them that their genuine con-
cerns would be addressed with 
sensitivity and fairness. Keep-
ing the future of  our agriculture 
graduates in mind, we have de-
cided to temporarily postpone 
the Agriculture Officer recruit-
ment examination.” 

Meanwhile, IT/BT and Home 
Minister Priyank Kharge vis-
ited Freedom Park to meet the 
protesting students and ap-
pealed to them to end their 
agitation.

Agri officer exams put on 
hold amid eligibility row
Students protest KEA move to allow BE, BTech grad to apply for posts

Members of the Akhil  Karnataka Agriculture Association and students demand 
the withdrawal of the recruitment examinations for the Agriculture Officer and 
Assistant Agriculture Officer posts at Freedom Park on Thursday |  Nagaraja Gadekal

karnataka eyes 
partnership  
with Anthropic
Chief Minister DK 
Shivakumar on Thursday 
met a delegation from 
US-based AI company 
Anthropic to explore a long-
term partnership aimed at 
accelerating the adoption 
of AI across various 
departments of the 
government. The meeting, 
facilitated by IT/BT and 
Home Minister Priyank 
Kharge, was part of the 
state’s efforts to engage 
global AI leaders in 
strengthening Karnataka’s 
artificial intelligence 
ecosystem. During the 
meeting, Shivakumar 
highlighted the state’s 
proposed AI university as a 
demonstration of 
Karnataka’s commitment to 
advancing AI capabilities.

KEA invites applications for horticulture posts
The Karnataka Examinations Authority (KEA) has invited 
applications for the posts of assistant horticulture director and 
assistant horticulture officer. The deadline for the submission of 
applications is August 30 and last date to pay the fee is August 31. 
“Applications are invited for five posts of Assistant Horticulture 
Director in the residual cadre and 75 posts in the Assistant 
Horticulture Officer position,” said executive director H Prasanna. 

Parathlete K S Shilpa and her coaches being felicitated by MLC and Karnataka Olympic 
Association president K Govindaraju at Sree Kanteerava Stadium on Thursday | Express

e x p r e s s  r e a d

Class 10 student dies  
of heart attack while 
playing volleyball in DK
Mangaluru: A 15-year-old student 
died due to suspected cardiac 
arrest after collapsing while 
playing volleyball at a 
government school in Surathkal 
on the outskirts of Mangaluru on 
Wednesday. The deceased has 
been identified as Likhith Amin, a 
10th-grade student of the 
Government High School at 
Surinje. He reportedly collapsed 
on the school playground while 
playing a volleyball game. 
Teachers and local residents 
rushed him to a nearby hospital, 
but doctors were unable to revive 
him. Likhith was the younger son 
of Madhav Amin, an autorickshaw 
driver from Bollaru in Surinje. 
Reacting to the incident, Health 
and Family Welfare Minister U T 
Khader said he would seek a 
detailed report. ENS

For the past 15 days, the entire opposition has been continuously 
demanding that the Union Home Minister make a statement in the 
House regarding the brutality inflicted on the students. But the 
Union Home Minister has been consistently absent

Mallikarjun Kharge, 
AICC president
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54 officials in dock for illegal homestays in Hampi
e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e  
@  B e n g a l u r u /  H o s a p e t e

Taking serious note of  al-
leged violations of  heritage 
conservation rules in the Ham-
pi World Heritage Site, Upa 
Lokayukta Justice B Veerappa 
has registered a suo motu com-
plaint against 54 officials, for 
allegedly allowing illegal com-
mercial activities and home-
stays in the protected areas of  
Hampi and directed them to 
submit an action taken report 
by September 1. 

Notices have been issued to 

officials of  the Hampi World 
Heritage Area Management 
Authority (HWHAMA), Assist-
ant Commissioner, Tahsildar, 
Taluk Panchayat Executive Of-
ficers and Panchayat Develop-
ment Officers from Hosapete 
and Koppal jurisdictions.

There are 200 illegal home-
stays in the core zone, buffer 
zone and peripheral zone of  the 
Hampi World Heritage Area 
Management Authority (HW-
HAMA). Similarly, 250 illegal 
homestays in Janata Colony 
near the Hampi temple, HW-
HAMA, according to the Upa 

Lokayukta.
The Upa Lokayukta has also 

received complaints of  drug 

menace and illegal liquor sale 
in the HWHAMA and tourist 
places in Gangavathi. 

The action follows com-
plaints that commercial estab-
lishments, including unau-
thorised homestays, were 
being operated in the core 
zone, buffer zone and periph-
eral areas of  the UNESCO-list-
ed heritage site in violation of  
the regulations of  the Hampi 
World Heritage Area Manage-
ment Authority.

The complaints allege that 
despite clear guidelines issued 
for the protection of  Hampi’s 

cultural and historical impor-
tance, unauthorised commer-
cial constructions, resorts and 
homestays have been allowed 
to function in restricted areas.

As per UNESCO heritage 
conservation norms, activities 
that could affect the archaeo-
logical and cultural signifi-
cance of  Hampi are prohibited 
in core and buffer zones. The 
complaints pointed out that of-
ficials concerned failed to pre-
vent such violations and, in 
some instances, allegedly per-
mitted activities against the 
prescribed rules.

Upa Lokayukta Justice B Veerappa visits 
Virupaksha temple 

E x p r e s s  N e w s  S e r v i c e  
@ B e n g a l u r u

Rural Development and Pan-
chayat Raj Minister Eshwar B 
Khandre has directed officials 
to ensure that only eco-friendly, 
unpainted clay Ganesh idols 
are permitted for worship and 
immersion during the Ganesh 
festival in the state. 

In his letter to the depart-
ment’s Secretary, the minister 
pointed out that it is believed 
Lord Ganesha originated from 
clay. Now with in the interest of  
protecting water bodies, only 
eco-friendly clay Gauri and 
Ganesha idols should be permit-
ted for worship and immersion 
within Gram Panchayat limits. 
In Karnataka, there are around 
6,000 Gram Panchayats.

Khandre also directed offi-
cials to curtail the manufac-
ture, stocking, transportation 
and sale of  POP Ganesh idols, 
ensuring that no community’s 
religious sentiments are hurt 
during the festive season. He 
instructed panchayats to seek 
assistance from the Karnataka 

State Pollution Control Board 
(KSPCB) in enforcing the ban 
and to launch awareness cam-
paigns among the public. 

Khandre said the POP idols, 
made from calcium sulphate 
hemihydrates, contain hazard-
ous substances such as sulphur, 
phosphorus, gypsum and mag-
nesium. In addition, the chemi-
cal paints used on these idols 
often contain toxic heavy met-
als like mercury, cadmium, 
lead and carbon compounds. 
All these cause hazardous to 
environment, mainly water 
bodies. He said that when such 
idols are immersed in lakes, 
rivers, ponds, wells and other 
water bodies, these heavy met-
als dissolve into the water and 
cause affect on human and ani-
mal health. This will also harm 
aquatic life.

Khandre recalled that the 
Karnataka High Court has di-
rected the government to 
strictly implement the order 
and instructed all Gram Pan-
chayats to take necessary 
measures to protect water bod-
ies and the environment.

State says no to PoP  
Ganesha idols in GPs

E x p r e s s  N e w s  S e r v i c e  @  B e n g a l u r u

Cancelling the order revoking the 
suspension of  Dr Ashwin Hebbar as As-
sociate Professor of  Shimoga Institute of  
Medical Sciences (SIMS), the Karnataka 
High Court directed the secretary of  the 
Ministry of  Personnel and Training, Un-
ion of  India, to take disciplinary action 
against IAS officer Mohammed Mohsin, 
Additional Chief  Secretary of  the De-
partment of  Medical Education, for pro-
tecting Dr Ashwin by reinstating him 
despite serious charges of  sexual harass-
ment by a medical student.  

Terming Dr Ashwin Hebbar 'a wolf  in 
white coat' and that his misconduct in a 
professional college amounts to giving a 
"chilling effect to the spine", the court 
also directed the state government to 
take up departmental proceedings 
against SIMS Director Dr Virupakshap-
pa, for recommending Mohsin to rein-
state Dr Ashwin, despite him facing 
serious charges of  sexual abuse 
and harassment by his own 
students.  

"We are of  the view that they 
(Mohsin and Virupakshappa) 
have conducted themselves un-
becoming of  government servants 
in the matter of  sexual abuse/harass-
ment of  girl students of  SIMS by Dr Ash-
win Hebbar and protecting the accused... 
We have no manner of  doubt that the di-
rector as well as principal secretary have 
been totally insensitive to the honour, 
dignity, humiliation, harassment and 
sexual abuse suffered by the students. 
They themselves have committed gross 
misconduct in protecting an accused 
who is facing charges of  sexually abus-
ing and harassing his own students," the 
court observed. 

A division bench of  Justice DK Singh 
and Justice TM Nadaf  passed the order 
while allowing the appeal filed by SIMS, 
challenging the interim order by a single 
judge staying Dr Ashwin's transfer. The 
bench dismissed his two petitions ques-
tioning his temporary transfer from 
SIMS to Haveri Institute of  Medical Sci-
ences (HIMS) by revoking his suspen-
sion, and resolutions dated March 6, 2026 
which accorded post facto approval for 

his transfer.
On the interim order passed by a sin-

gle judge, the court division bench ob-
served: "We are also at pains to note that 
the writ court has also been insensitive 
while staying the transfer of  Dr Ashwin 
Hebbar without having any concern for 
how the students who had faced sexual 
harassment, humiliation and pain at the 
hands of  Ashwin would feel, facing him 
every day in the institution."  

While cancelling the revocation order 
dated November 17, 2025, the court also 
directed the secretary, National Medical 
Council, to take appropriate action 
against Ashwin and cancel his licence if  
he is found guilty. "He shall remain sus-
pended till the disciplinary inquiry gets 
completed and appropriate order of  pun-
ishment is passed. However, he shall re-
main attached with Haveri Institute of  
Medical Sciences," the court observed. 

In less than a year after the first case 
of  sexual harassment was reported, 

a second-year postgraduate stu-
dent in the Department of  Gen-
eral Surgery, filed a sexual har-
assment complaint against 
Ashwin for an incident that oc-
curred on June 14, 2025, at a din-

ner party in a hostel convened by a 
final-year postgraduate student. 
Dr Ashwin insisted that the student 

invited the victim to the party. She was 
sexually harassed after she was asked to 
sit next to him. An FIR was registered 
against him on June 20, and he was ar-
rested and subsequently suspended. The 
POSH committee under the Sexual Har-
assment of  Women at Workplace (Pre-
vention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 
2013, submitted a final report indicating 
that he is guilty. 

The court noted that it appears Ash-
win is a well-connected and powerful per-
son. He got several letters from political 
persons as well as NGOs, etc., for revoca-
tion of  his suspension. Buckling under 
pressure, Mohsin asked the SIMS direc-
tor to make a recommendation to revoke 
the suspension. The director was obliged 
to write an encomium for Ashwin, with-
out mentioning any word about his mis-
conduct, past and present, in his letter, 
the court added. 

B o s k y  K h a n n a  @  B e n g a l u r u 

On the very first day after the 
appeal by the Chief  Electoral 
Officer (CEO), Karnataka, ask-
ing electors to check for their 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) details online, the num-
bers have changed sharply. 

The number of  people listed 
under the Absent, Shifted, 
Dead, Duplicate and Others 
(ASDDO) category has changed. 
Till 2pm Wednesday, there were 
1,11,04,705 (20.03%) electors in 
the ASDDO category. This 
changed to 1,10,50,144 (19.93%) 
by 4pm Thursday. The 
number under ASDDO 
had changed on Au-
gust 5 also, dropping 
to 1,10,97,426 by 4pm. 
CEO official data said 
this is a reduction of  
56,892 electors from 
August 5 to 6.  

A large number of  
people have been 
scrolling through the 
CEO Karnataka web-
site to check if  their 
names were included 
in the ASDDO list. 
Due to the rise in traf-
fic, the website had re-
ported errors multiple times in 
the day. Data from the CEO of-
fice stated that the number of  
deaths increased from August 5 
(4pm) to August 6 (6pm), from 
16,31,245 to 16,33,094. In the 
same duration, there was a re-
duction of  23,112 electors listed 
under the permanently shifted 
category, from 66,62,257 to 
66,39,135. This is the highest al-
teration in the list. Officials 
said this could be because of  
incorrect entries which are be-
ing rectified. 

Also, those listed under 'Oth-
ers', including those who did 

not want to sign the forms, has 
changed from 4,85,701 to 4,64,448 
(-21,253). This is the second 
highest alteration in the list. 
An official said this could be 
because many who had not 
signed the forms or had not dis-
closed complete information 
earlier were doing it now. 

There has also been a reduc-
tion of  17,668 electors listed 
under the 'Absent' category. 
From 16,27,642, the number 
changed to 16,09,974. The offi-
cial said this could be because 
many who were yet to submit 
the forms did it at a later 

s t a g e.  D a t a  a l s o 
showed there has 
been an increase of  
3,302 electors in the 
already enrolled cat-
egory. From 6,90,581, 
the number has in-
creased to 6,93,883. 
The official said this 
could also indicate 
that many of  those 
who were earlier list-
ed under 'Others' and 
did not want to be 
identified as already 
enrolled, could have 
opted for a change. 

"We are not drawing 
any judgments, conclusions or 
opinions. It is up to the elector 
in which category he/she wants 
to be identified. If  the form is 
not signed and submitted to the 
BLO, their name will not be in-
cluded in the electoral rolls. 
Citizens have time till August 8 
to check their details online in 
the ASDDO category and make 
the required changes by con-
tacting their BLO. The change 
so far is an indication that elec-
tors are aware, BLOs are work-
ing, so are Booth Level Agents 
(BLAs) along with political par-
ties," the official said.
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1.1 crore voters on  
ASDDO list, numbers 
change on first day

against nukes
Students hold placards during an awareness campaign organized by Art Cultural 

Educational Enlight Foundation on Thursday on account of Hiroshima Day, as a sign 
of remembrance for the victims of the bombing |  Express

We are not 
drawing any 

judgments, or 
opinions. Citizens 

have time till 
August 8 to check 

details online in 
the ASDDO 

category and 
make the required 

changes

Official

SEXUAL HARASSMENT CASE

HC orders action against SIMS 
dir, IAS officer for protecting prof

e x p r e s s  r e a d

Three, including 4-year-old, killed in road accident in Gokak
belagavi: Three people, including a four-year-old girl, were killed and another child 

sustained serious injuries in a tragic road accident near Konnur village in Gokak taluk on 
Thursday. The deceased have been identified as Saif Mulla (29), his four-year-old daughter 

Sija Mulla, and their friend Imtiyaz Badagaon (35). The accident occurred when a KSRTC 
bus travelling from Hidkal towards Gokak collided head-on with a motorcycle that was 

returning to Konnur after picking up a child from Forbes School.

Dear dummy CM D K Shivakumar, are you waiting for 
the high command’s approval to assign portfolios to the 
payment quota ministers or have you held back because 
agreed payment has not yet been credited to the account

R Ashoka,  LoP in 
Legislative Assembly

Man duped  
of Rs 80 L in 
online scam
e n s @ Belagavi

A businessman from Athani 
has lost Rs 80.86 lakh after fall-
ing victim to an online invest-
ment scam operated by cyber 
fraudsters who lured him with 
promises of  high returns. 

According to the complaint, 
the businessman and his family 
members transferred a total of  
Rs 80.86 lakh from their bank ac-
counts in Athani, Mudhol and 
Harugeri after being persuaded 
to invest through an online plat-
form. Despite repeated invest-
ments, they neither received the 
profits nor were their invested 
funds returned. The fraud be-
gan on July 5, when his ac-
quaintance shared a number, 
claiming he had earned good re-
turns by investing through the 
same contact. Police have once 
again urged the public not to 
trust investment offers circulat-
ed through WhatsApp or social 
media and to verify the authen-
ticity of  any financial platform 
before transferring money.
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VD Satheesan @vdsatheesan

Flagged off ‘Lab on Wheels’, Kerala’s first mobile experiential 
learning laboratory in T’puram to provide hands-on training for 
students across the rural, coastal, and hilly regions of Kerala

post
of the 

day

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

The metropolitan magistrate 
court at George Town in Chen-
nai on Thursday issued a non-
bailable arrest warrant against 
former Tamil Nadu minister K 
Ponmudy after he failed to ap-
pear in the court in connection 
with the private complaint 
filed by BJP councillor Uma 
Manandan for his alleged 
derogatory comments 
ag ainst  Shaivites, 
Vaishnavites and wom-
en. The court dis-
missed a petition filed 
on behalf  of  the DMK 
leader for condoning his 
non-appearance due to illness. 
It noted that no reason was ad-
duced or any medical record 
was produced to show his im-
mobilisation and said his con-
tinued absence hinders the 
proceedings of  the case.

Ordering issuance of  NBW, 
the court adjourned the hear-
ing to September 2, 2026.

It also noted that the HC, 
while dismissing his petition 
for quashing the case, had di-

rected the completion of  the 
trial within six months.

Ponmudy made the contro-
versial speech on April 4, 2025 at 
an indoor meeting. The video 
footage went viral on social me-
dia and elicited uproar from 
various sections and condemna-
tion. Subsequently, he had to re-
sign from the post of  minister.

The HC, while refusing to 
quash the case recently, said, 

in perusal of  the speech, 
it is seen that he promot-
ed hatred and ill will 
between atheists pro-
fessing atheist ideology 

and persons belonging 
to the Hindu religion.

The speech reveals a delib-
erate intention to wound the 
religious beliefs of  Hindus by 
using demeaning words and 
gestures depicting the custom-
ary practices of  the Hindu reli-
gion in an obscene manner. 
Such speech caused emotional 
hurt and wounded the religious 
feelings of  persons belonging 
to the Hindu religion, the HC 
said. It upheld the decision of  
the magistrate court to issue 
summons to Ponmudy. 

NBA warrant 
issued against 
ex-min Ponmudy

TVK’s maiden agri budget bets on 
continuity and long-term reforms

Chennai : The Tamil Nadu TVK government’s 
maiden agriculture budget has largely chosen 
continuity over disruption, retaining most of the 
flagship schemes of the previous regime while 
introducing a clutch of long-term missions aimed 
at improving farm incomes, restoring soil health, 
building climate resilience and using artificial 
intelligence to modernise extension services. 
Presented by Agriculture Minister R Vinoth on 

Thursday, the 2026-27 agriculture budget stops short of a major 
policy overhaul. Instead, it builds on existing programmes while 
adding new initiatives focused on crop diversification, value 
addition, technology and marketing. Much of the outlay continues 
to support ongoing commitments such as free electricity for 
farmers, crop insurance, the Kuruvai package, micro-irrigation, 
millet promotion, organic farming, coconut development, certified 
seed distribution, the sugarcane development programme, the 
Palmyra Mission, onion storage infrastructure and protected 
cultivation through greenhouses and shade nets. The TN Farmers’ 
Income Enhancement Commission,  aims to improve farm incomes 
and strengthen farmers’ economic self-reliance. ENS

Karnataka to start wetland 
assessment after SC orders
B o s k y  K h a nn  a  @ Bengaluru 

The Supreme Court (SC) last 
July directed all state govern-
ments to undertake ground 
truthing of  the wetlands, de-
marcate them protect them. 
However the Karnataka gov-
ernment is yet to start work on 
it. An official from the state en-
vironment department said, 
they were to get the complete 
order copy to read. A communi-
cation to all the government 
departments in the state will be 
sent seeking complete informa-
tion of  the wetlands in Karna-
taka. The apex court had issued 
orders for the protection of  
wetlands on July 28, but it was 
released on August 1. The SC 
directed the states to physically 
verify the wetlands which were 
identified by the Satellite Ap-
plication Centres Wetland At-

las. The court also directed the 
states to upload the data as per 
the required format and submit 
a report to the SC within two 
months, else will face stern 
action. 

Experts said, the orders is es-
sential, particularly in wake of  
the ongoing of  the Cauvery Riv-
er dispute and Mekedatu bal-
ancing reservoir project row. 
Prof  TV Ramachandra from 
Centre for Ecological Sciences 
said, protection of  wetlands is 
important, but more than that 
is identification and demarka-
tion of  clear boundaries. Ad-
dressing pollution and en-
croachment of  water bodies is 
essential  for recharging 
groundwater, ensuring drink-
ing water and flood protection. 
The court had referred to the 
report on Wetlands of  India, 
which was prepared using sat-

ellite imagery data by the Indi-
an Space Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) in 2021. 

As per the National Wetlands 
Atlast, Karnataka has 25,276 
wetlands covering 6,43,576Ha. 
Also 11,412 wetlands greater 
than 2.25Ha cover 6,29,712Ha of  
land in Karnataka. The state 
also has four Ramsar sites cov-
ering 15,249Ha. Another ex-
pert, working with the SC said, 
wetland protection is impor-
tant for the protection of  riv-
ers. Karnataka is talking of  
Cauvery River, but least impor-
tance is given to regions around 
it. Linking of  rivers and pro-
tection of  wetlands is impor-
tant for addressing the sedi-
mentation in rivers, estuaries, 
deltas and the seas. It also plays 
a role in the rainfall pattern, 
which is being undermined at 
the moment.

HC allows Orthodox 
family to hold funeral 
at Odakkali church
E xpress       N ews    S ervice       @ Kochi 

Amidst disputes between the Orthodox and 
Jacobite factions, the Kerala High Court on 
Thursday permitted the conduct of  a funeral 
at St Mary’s Orthodox Syrian Church, Odakka-
li, which had remained closed due to the same. 
The permission was granted to the family and 
relatives of  the deceased M T Varghese, 91, and 
a priest belonging to the Orthodox faction. The 
court also allowed the conduct of  commemo-
rative prayers at the church and the cemetery 
on August 8 and 9 from 5 am to 7 am, and on 
August 10 from 6 am to 8 am.

The petitioners, M V Roy, son of  the de-
ceased, and Fr Bison Sunny, the vicar appoint-
ed by the Diocesan Metropolitan of  the church, 
alleged that members of  the Jacobite faction 
had objected to the funeral. The church has 
remained closed due to the factional dispute, 
and the matter is currently pending before an-
other bench of  the High Court.

The court further directed the circle inspec-
tor of  police, Kuruppampady, to ensure that 
the funeral and related ceremonies are con-
ducted peacefully. It ordered that, in the event 
of  any law and order issue, the police should 
provide adequate protection and ensure that 
no one obstructs the conduct of  the funeral or 
the subsequent religious ceremonies.

T’gana ranks first in India for tackling cybercrime
E xpress       N ews    S ervice      
@ Hyderabad

In a nationwide PRAGATI re-
view meeting conducted by the 
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) 
on August 6,  Telangana 
emerged as the top-performing 
state in the country in tackling 
cybercrime. The state secured 
the overall first rank across 
nine key parameters, includ-

ing setting up the State Cyber 
Crime Coordination Centre 
(S4C), implementation of  
e-Zero FIR, Grievance 
Redressal  Module 
(GRM), Money Resto-
ration Module (MRM) 
for refunding cyber 
fraud losses, Sahyog 
Portal usage for unlawful 
content takedown, Samanvaya 
Portal utilisation, cybercrime 

hotspot monitoring, capacity 
building of  law enforcement 

officers, and Information, 
Education and Commu-
nication initiatives.

The PRAGATI re-
view assessed the per-
formance of  states and 

union territories in 
combating cybercrime 

and evaluated the utilisation 
of  digital platforms developed 

by the Indian Cyber Crime Co-
ordination Centre (I4C), Minis-
try of  Home Affairs (MHA).

During the review, Telanga-
na was recognised for estab-
lishing the country’s first S4C, 
implementing e-Zero FIR, and 
effectively using key I4C plat-
forms, including the Saman-
vaya Portal, Sahyog Portal, 
GRM Portal, and Money Resto-
ration Module.

B’luru’s LGBTQIA+ athletes 
return from Gay Games
E xpress       N ews    S ervice      
@ Bengaluru

Fresh from representing In-
dia at the Gay Games 2026 in 
Valencia, Spain, Bengaluru’s 
LGBTQIA+ athletes on Wednes-
day called for greater institu-
tional recognition, financial 
assistance and inclusive sports 
policies, saying the country’s 
queer athletes continue to 
overcome significant barriers 
to compete internationally.

The athletes were felicitated 
at Celebrating Queer Excel-
lence, organised by the All India 
Professionals’ Congress (AIPC) 
LGBTQIA+ and Sports Domain 
in collaboration with Queer Ni-
layam and Dark Vibe Society.

Among those felicitated was 
G o w t h a m i  K a n d h a s a m i 
(Goaty), who emerged as one 
of  India’s top performers at the 
Gay Games. Competing in the 
women’s 25-29 years category, 
she won gold in high jump, 
5-km run, 10,000-metre indoor 
run and 42-km marathon, be-
sides securing silver in the 10-

km run. She also bagged silver 
in the women’s overall 42-km 
marathon and was part of  the 
mixed 4x400-metre relay team 
that won silver. Sumit Pawar, 
competing in the 35-39 years 
category, won the gold medal in 
the javelin throw and called for 
greater recognition and sup-
port for LGBTQIA+ athletes 
representing India.

However, they said reaching 
the games itself  was a struggle. 
Months of  rigorous training 
had to be accompanied by fun-
draising, personal savings and 
support from friends, mentors 
and community members to 
cover travel and participation 
expenses. They urged govern-
ments and sport bodies to in-
troduce scholarships and fi-
nancial assistance for athletes 
representing India interna-
tionally, regardless of  whether 
they win medals.

The athletes also highlight-
ed the lack of  inclusive sports 
policies in India, particularly 
for transgender and non-bina-
ry sportspersons.

Women transplant paddy saplings in Dharmapuri  district, Tamil Nadu, on 
Thursday, following the onset of the southwest monsoon |  S Senbagapandiyan

Take it head-on
Yuva Morcha activists climbs on to a police water cannon vehicle during a protest outside the Secretariat organised  

against irregularities in the Public Service Commission, in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, on Thursday |  BP Deepu

Opposition mounts in Kerala 
over TN’s move on Mullaperiyar
Idukki: The Mullaperiyar dam dispute has resurfaced amid the 
ongoing southwest monsoon gaining vigour in Kerala, after Tamil 
Nadu’s reported budget announcement expressing its intention to 
pursue a higher water level in the reservoir. Citing concerns over 
the safety of the ageing dam and the millions of people living 
downstream, organisations and political leaders in the state have 
urged the Kerala government to adopt a firm stand against any 
move to increase the storage level. Mullaperiyar Janasamrakshana 
Samithi urged the Kerala government to reject what it described 
as Tamil Nadu’s unilateral move, arguing that public safety should 
not be compromised and demanded the cancellation of the 999-
year lease agreement governing the dam, publication of a white 
paper detailing Kerala’s legal position, the setbacks the state has 
faced in the SC and the future course of action on the issue. ENS

e x p r e s s  r e ad

Bhubaneswar submerged as  
rain lashes city overnight
Bhubaneswar: Residents in several parts of the 
Odisha capital woke up to flooded homes and 
waterlogged roads on Thursday as heavy 
overnight rains under the influence of two active 
cyclonic circulations caused widespread 
inundation, especially the low-lying areas.  The 
downpour, which started around 11.30 pm on 
Wednesday, lashed through the night into early 
morning, inundating roads and entering houses in 
many areas. India Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said, the city as a whole recorded about 110 
mm rains in about 12 hours, with several localities 
experiencing heavy downpours within a short 
span of time. ENS

Telangana to distribute over 1 cr new 
ration cards on Independence Day
Hyderabad: The Telangana state government will 
begin distributing 1.05 crore newly sanctioned and 
laminated ration cards across Telangana on 
Independence Day, with Chief Minister A Revanth 
Reddy launching the programme in Sangareddy. 
The programme will be held simultaneously in all 
119 constituencies, scheduled between 2 pm and 4 
pm on August 15. Telangana has 1.17 crore families. 
Of these, 1.05 crore families have ration cards, 
most of them white ration cards that are 
generally meant for Below Poverty Line (BPL) 
households. ENS

India’s top performers at the Gay Games were felicitated on Thursday |  Express



OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 

ELECTRICAL CIRCLE (R&B)
NIRMAN SOUDHA BHUBANESWAR

E-mail seec.bbsr2010@gmail.com
Bid Identification No.S.E.E.C (R&B) 27/2026-27

No 3715 / Date 05.08.2026
34001/592/2627:      The Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle 
(R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites 
percentage rate bids for E. I. works which are to be received through 
online bidding, double cover system as detailed in :https://tenderso-
rissa.gov.in. The details of bid documents will be available in the above 
website from dt.13.08.2026 at 05.00 P.M. to dt.29.08.2026 up to 05.00 
P.M. The bidders must possess compatible Digital Signature Certificate 
of Class II or III. Bids received online shall be opened dt.31.08.2026 
at 11 .30 A.M. in the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Electrical 
Circle (R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen from the 
e-procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Addendum / Corrigendum, if required will be available only in the 
Website.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer
OIPR- 34001/34006/1/26-27/0027 Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, BBSR

Government of Odisha, e- Procurement Notice
INVITATION FOR BIDS (IFB)

Bid Identification No. C.C.E.DkI.(R&B) 08/2026-27 
Email Id-sedklpwd@gmail.com

Letter No.1695 /Dt.05.08.2026
34001/595/2627:  The Chief Construction Engineer, Dhenkanal (R&B) Circle, 
Dhenkanal on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites Percentage Rate bids in dou-
ble cover system to be received in ONLINE MODE from eligible contractors for 
Road & Building works as detailed below:
1. Name of the work : Road & Building works
2. No of works :  05 (Five) Nos
3. Estimated Cost : Rs.1.61 Crore to Rs. 3.09 Crore (as given 

in column No. 03 of table)
4. Cost of tender paper : Rs 10,000.00
5. Class of contractor : ‘B’ Class & ‘A’ Class, (as given in column 

No. 07 of table)
6. Period of Completion of 

work
: 06 (Six) to 07 (Seven) calendar months 

(as given in column No. 08 of table)
7. Date and time of availabil-

ity of bid Document in the 
website

: From Dt.14.08.2026 to 5.00 P.M. of 
Dt.28.08.2026

8. Date of opening of bid : Dt.29.08.2026 at 11.00 A.M.
The bidders have to participate in ONLINE biding only further details can 

be seen from the e- Procurement Portal: www.tendersodisha.gov.in. Any ad-
dendum / corrigendum / cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said 
website. Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer

Dhenkanal (R&B) Circle, DhenkanalOIPR-34001/34132/1/26-27/0011

FRIDAY  07l08l202608 BENGALURU the new INDIAN express



FRIDAY  07l08l202609 BENGALURU the new INDIAN express



INCE 1980, the global landscape 
has undergone a tectonic shift. 
For the first time in human  
history, the ‘urban’ is no longer 
the exception, but the rule;  
approximately 55 percent of  
the world’s population now  

inhabits urban spaces. In India, this 
transition is not merely a demographic 
statistic; it is a profound reorientation of  
a civilisation. In 1990, just 25 percent of  
Indians lived in cities. Today, that figure 
has climbed to a third, and by the end of  
this decade, 40 percent of  the nation is 
expected to reside in urban clusters.  

This shift represents a fundamental 
departure from the Gandhian ideal that 
India “lives in her villages”. As the coun-
try moves from the paddy field to the 
pavement, the national consciousness is 
being rewritten. It is time to explore the 
policy-driven nature of  this shift, its im-
pact on the social fabric, and the urgent 
need for a politics that addresses the 
unique pressures of  the Indian city.

India’s urbanisation was not an  
accidental byproduct of  growth but a 
directed effort, often prodded by global 
financial institutions. Following the 
1991 liberalisation, the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank 
advocated that India see urban centres 
as “engines of  growth”. This led to a 
series of  landmark missions designed 
to upgrade the country’s decaying  
infrastructure. The Mega City scheme 
of  1993 was an early attempt to chan-
nel funds into five major metros to 
handle the initial post-liberalisation 
surge. The Jawaharlal Nehru National 
Urban Renewal Mission in 2005 marked 
the first comprehensive effort to link 
infrastructure funding with institu-
tional reforms. Ten years later came 
the Modi government’s Atal Mission 
for Rejuvenation and Urban Transfor-
mation and Smart Cities Mission, 
which shifted the focus toward tech-
nology-driven governance and ‘rejuve-
nation’, aiming to create sustainable, 
digitally-integrated urban hubs.  

These policies reflect a State that has 
pivoted away from the village-centric 
development of  the mid-20th century. 
However, the speed of  this transition 
has often outpaced the capacity of  our 
institutions, leading to cities that are 
hyper-modern in their aspirations but 
crumbling in their execution.

The move to the city is more than  
a change of  address; it is a psychologi-
cal migration. In the village, identity is 
often fixed—inherited through caste, 
family and land. In the city, identity  
becomes fluid. For the Indian youth, the 

city is a space of  anonymity, which, 
while often lonely, is also liberating.  
It offers a chance to shed the baggage  
of  traditional hierarchies.

The urban environment has also 
birthed a new Indian ‘aspirational-
ism’. Success is no longer measured by 
the harvest, but by consumption, con-
nectivity and mobility. However, this 
has created a unique set of  pressures. 
The urban youth face a paradox: they 
have more freedom than their ances-
tors, but they live in a state of  precar-
iousness—navigating a gig economy, 
rising rents and the compressed living 
of  tenements and high-rises.

The city has also altered social mores. 
Traditional family structures are giv-
ing way to nuclear setups or ‘chosen 
families’ among migrant workers. Yet, 
the city also reinforces divisions. We see 

the rise of  gated communities—islands 
of  privilege that physically wall them-
selves off  from the surrounding slums, 
creating a fragmented social conscious-
ness where the ‘other’ is always in sight 
but never in reach.

One of  the most sobering questions 
raised by urbanisation is the nature of  
conflict. Historically, communal vio-
lence in India has been predominantly 
an urban phenomenon. Why does the 
city, supposedly the bastion of  moder-
nity, become a theatre for ancient ani-
mosities? Urban spaces concentrate 
diversity, but they also concentrate 
competition. When resources (land, 
water, jobs) are scarce, identity  
becomes a tool for mobilisation. 

The anonymity of  the city can be 
weaponised; unlike a village where eve-
ryone knows each other, the city allows 

for the dehumanisation of  neighbours. 
The ‘ghettos’ created by skewed urban 
planning become fertile ground for  
polarisation. The lack of  shared public 
spaces means that different communi-
ties live parallel lives, interacting only in 
transactional ways, which erodes the so-
cial trust necessary to prevent violence.

The most significant political impli-
cation of  this shift is the urban-rural 
disconnect in governance. Despite the 
massive population shift, India’s politi-
cal grammar remains largely rural. 
Subsidies, rhetoric and electoral strate-
gies are often calibrated for the village 
voter, while the urban resident is treat-
ed primarily as a source of  tax revenue 
rather than a political stakeholder.

To get a politics more responsive  
to urban needs, several shifts must oc-
cur. First, we must empower local self-
government. The 74th Constitutional 
Amendment promised to empower  
municipal corporations, yet most cities 
remain under the thumb of  state gov-
ernments. As I have argued when intro-
ducing a private member’s Bill calling 
for directly-elected mayors, effective  
urban politics requires mayors with ex-
ecutive power and financial autonomy. 

Second, infrastructure must be seen as 
a right. Issues like air quality, waste 
management and public transport must 
move from technical problems to politi-
cal imperatives. Finally, a responsive 
politics must account for the ‘informal’ 
city. The millions who live in unauthor-
ised colonies or slums are the backbone 
of  the urban economy; their lack of  ten-
ure and services is a political failure that 
must be addressed to ensure stability.  

India’s transition from a village-
based society to an urban-centric one 
is the greatest social experiment of  
the 21st century. It has brought un-
precedented opportunity, but it has 
also strained the national psyche. We 
are currently “betwixt and between”: 
no longer purely agrarian, yet not 
quite comfortably urban.

The city is where India’s future will 
be decided. It is where our youth will 
innovate, where our social hierarchies 
will be challenged, and where our  
democracy will face its toughest tests. 
To ignore the unique demands of  the 
urban space is to risk a future of  frac-
tured cities and social unrest. To em-
brace it requires a new imagination—one 
that sees the city not just as a collection 
of  buildings, but as a living, breathing 
community that requires care, dignity 
and a politics of  its own.

� (Views are personal)
� (office@tharoor.in)

Indian Express is not an  
industry. It is a mission.

— Ramnath Goenka S Concrete horizon:
Navigating India’s

urban metamorphosis

To ignore the unique demands of growing cities is to risk  
a future of social unrest. Effective urban politics requires  

mayors with executive power and financial autonomy

COUNTRY NEEDS CRADLE  
SCHEMES LIKE TN, KERALA 

I
N the wee hours of  Tuesday, the district medical officer in 
Thiruvananthapuram and staff  at the Kerala State Council 
for Child Welfare received an automatic alert after a baby 
girl was placed in the Ammathottil (Mother’s Cradle)  
in front of  the council office. The five-day-old infant, who 

happened to be the 1,000th child received at Ammathottil 
centres across the state, was aptly named Sahasra.

Kerala established its first cradle in the capital in 2002 
with the mission of  ensuring that no child is abandoned 
without care. Over time, the cradles—now present in every 
district—have earned enough public trust for parents who 
are unable to raise their children to know that the state will 
provide them with proper care. Once the Child Welfare 
Committee takes custody, the child becomes legally eligible 
for adoption through the Central Adoption Resource  
Authority after the prescribed waiting period.

It was Tamil Nadu that pioneered the cradle scheme in 1992, 
when Chief  Minister J Jayalalithaa launched it in Salem dis-
trict following reports of  female infanticide. Families unwilling 
to raise a girl child could leave her at one of  the cradles, from 
where she would later be entrusted to specialised adoption agen-
cies. Eventually, cradles were established at government hospi-
tals, primary healthcare centres and social welfare offices across 
all districts. The scheme has cared for more than 6,000 infants 
to date. After Tamil Nadu and Kerala, Karnataka, Odisha and 
Rajasthan have also launched similar programmes.

Despite their undeniable contribution to saving lives, such 
schemes have attracted criticism. The principal charge is that 
they legitimise the abandonment of  baby girls by their parents. 
Critics point to the skewed sex ratio among abandoned children 
even in a state like Kerala—681 girls against 319 boys. While 
there is some truth in this criticism, it should not diminish the 
role these cradles have played in giving a new lease of  life to 
babies who might otherwise never have survived into adoles-
cence or adulthood. In a country where female infanticide re-
mains one of  the darkest social realities and the child sex ratio 
in many states continues to be skewed in favour of  boys, the 
Union government should incentivise all states and Union ter-
ritories to establish specialised cradle centres to receive aban-
doned infants. In a society that often does not want daughters, 
simply staying alive is the first and greatest victory for a baby 
girl. Governments must do everything possible to ensure that.

Q U I C K  TA K E

Highway robbery

IT seems India’s infrastructure collapse is quickening like 
never before. Consider three snapshots from three states 
taken over a fortnight. The middle section of  a 3-year-old 

bridge collapsed in Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli, cutting off  
several villages. In Uttarakhand, the approach road to a 
bridge over the Tons caved in 17 days after inauguration. And 
in Uttar Pradesh, toll collection on a new highway between 
Lucknow and Kanpur was suspended only 13 days after open-
ing after a section subsided. Together, these projects account 
for thousands of  crores in public funds—yet there is no clear 
accountability pinned on any senior government official. 
Road and bridge failures will continue to be one of  the  
biggest drains for Indian governments unless we go after 
corruption in their construction at all levels.

Vijay’s opportunity
Ref: Women at the heart of TN budget (Aug 
6). Having long portrayed a champion of 
social justice and public welfare in his films, 
Chief Minister Vijay now has the opportunity 
to translate those ideals into governance. 
The real measure of success, however, will 
lie in sustained execution and the long-term 
impact of policies on people’s lives.
Fathima Minha, Kozhikode

Power parity
Ref: Glaring omission (Aug 6). “Frailty, 
thy name is woman.” The well-known 
Shakespearean remark continues to be 
followed by Indian politicians. Women may 
have come out of patriarchal clutches, but 
democracy remains devoid of their vibrance. 
Tarani Sen Durga, Kalahandi

Manipur harmony
Ref: Giving neighbours a chance to be  
friends again (Aug 6). The peoples of 
Manipur have historically been known to  
live in harmony. Ownership of land and 
property, on the other hand, should not be a 
hindrance to tranquillity. The government’s 
effort in that direction is appreciable. 
Jayachandran C, Chennai

Migration cost
Ref: The work she deserves (Aug 6). One 
of the major thaws in Indian women’s 
participation in STEM fields is distribution 
of jobs. While engineering fields provide 
attractive pay and relocation benefits in 
other countries, migrating within India for 
tech jobs usually involves moving and living 
expenses rarely covered by the employer.
Sreya Suresh, Kannur

Permanent peace
Ref: ‘Article 370 repeal reshaped J&K’ 
(Aug 6). Lasting peace is measured not by 
speeches alone but by the confidence people 
feel in their daily lives. The next generation 
deserves opportunities that replace fear 
with hope. When security is matched by 
trust, justice and inclusive development, 
peace becomes permanent.
T Kailash Ditya, Hyderabad

Periyar spill
Ref: KL opposes TN’s plan (Aug 6). While 
Tamil Nadu’s water needs are important, 
the safety of millions living downstream 
in Kerala cannot be overlooked. Since the 
Mullaperiyar dam is over a century old, 
any decision should be based on scientific 
studies and expert recommendations rather 
than political considerations. Public safety 
must always remain the highest priority.
Fathimathu Thamanna V P, email

Shashi Tharoor 
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At the end of the day, a key to 
realising reform is to make the 
powerful feel the pain of status quo
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 Lok Sabha MP, Chair of the Standing Committee on 
External Affairs and Sahitya Akademi-winning author

HE recent student protests can 
be viewed from several perspec-
tives. One may see them as an  
attempt to politicise the issues, 
as an effort by certain elements 
to raise anti-national slogans, as 
an occasion where vulgar lan-

guage was used against the Prime Minis-
ter, or as an attempt to create havoc through 
violence. It is equally true that many of  the 
protesting students were genuinely de-
manding that the government create a sys-
tem capable of  permanently eliminating 
the problem of  examination paper leaks.

I view these protests from a different  
perspective. For me, they reflect the energy 
of  India’s Gen Z. If  this energy can be chan-
nelled in the right direction, it has the  
potential to transform the country. As the 
PM has consistently said, India’s develop-
ment will be possible only when its youth 
become the driving force behind progress.

Since 2014, the Modi government has  
focused on empowering India’s young  
population physically, mentally and intel-
lectually. To promote physical develop-
ment and fitness, national initiatives such 
as the Fit India Movement and Khelo India 
were launched. These programmes have 
encouraged a sporting culture at the grass-
roots while preparing young athletes for 
the global stage. Alongside this, the promo-
tion of  regular yoga and the Nasha Mukt 
Bharat Abhiyan have encouraged young 
people to adopt healthier lifestyles.

Initiatives such as Tele-MANAS and the 
Manodarpan helpline were launched to 
strengthen the mental health and intellec-
tual capabilities of  young people. The PM’s 
annual Pariksha Pe Charcha has played a 
significant role in advocating reduction in 
exam-related stress among students.

To promote intellectual development, 
the National Education Policy 2020 was  
implemented, while Atal Tinkering Labs 
established in schools encouraged robot-
ics, coding and innovation. Similarly, plat-
forms such as MY Bharat and Skill India 
have provided young people with digital 
and practical opportunities to build skills.

The government considers the youth 
not merely as beneficiaries of  develop-
ment, but as the principal drivers of  the 
Viksit Bharat @2047 vision—the Amrit 
Peedhi. The government’s long-term road-
map aims to equip young people with skills 
in emerging sectors such as artificial  
intelligence, semiconductors and green 
technologies, with the objective of  trans-
forming India into a global skill hub. 

However, there is also an urgent need 
to build a robust and reliable exam  

system. Between 2004 and 2026, more 
than 70 incidents of  question paper leaks 
have been reported across over 15 major 
national as well as several state-level  
exams. Despite major leaks such as  
CBSE’s Pre-Medical Test in 2004, CAT in 
2006 and AIEEE in 2011, the government 
failed to demonstrate the political will to 
enact a dedicated and stringent central 
law to curb this organised exam mafia.

For almost an entire decade, an issue 
involving the future of  lakhs of  young 
people continued to be dealt with under 
the ordinary provisions of  the Indian  
Penal Code, allowing exam rackets to  
repeatedly escape accountability.

The government’s response in the past re-
mained largely confined to cancelling exams 
and carrying out routine administrative for-
malities. The establishment of  transparent 
institutions such as the National Testing 
Agency or the creation of  a strong legal 
framework remained on paper for years. 

The problem of  paper leaks and  
cancelled exams continued under the 
BJP government as well. My point is that 
every such event amounts to playing 
with the future of  the country’s youth. 

Countries with large populations 

have adopted extremely stringent and 
technologically advanced models to se-
cure their national exams, compared to 
which India still lags behind.

In China, papers for the Gaokao, taken 
by nearly 1.3 crore students, are transport-
ed under military supervision, while seri-
ous exam fraud can attract imprisonment 
of  up to seven years. In South Korea, pro-
fessors involved in preparing questions 
remain in complete isolation until the ex-
ams conclude. The US has largely replaced 
the traditional pen-and-paper system with 
encrypted digital testing, where AI algo-
rithms ensure that every student receives 
a different set of  questions.

In contrast, India’s exam framework 
continues to suffer from three major 
structural weaknesses: excessive depend-
ence on private vendors, an outdated pen-
and-paper exam system (in most cases), 
and inadequate infrastructure. In exams 
such as NEET, the reliance on private 
contractors for printing question papers 
and courier services creates significant 
security vulnerabilities. Transporting 
question papers to thousands of  exam 
centres and using private institutions 
provide organised mafias ample opportu-
nities to compromise the process.

However, the manner in which the Con-
gress and several other political parties are 
attempting to politicise this serious issue is 
certainly not in national interest. At the very 
least, the BJP government appears to be 
treating the issue with seriousness, discuss-
ing the need for appropriate policy reforms 
and institutional mechanisms, and express-
ing the willingness to take necessary steps.

Indians aged between 15 and 29 ac-
count for 27 percent of  the population. 
If  the nation is to accelerate its devel-
opment, it must bring its youth into the 
mainstream of  progress. They have the 
potential to bring transformative 
change and lead the world in sports, 
science, technology and politics.

The recent Bill brought by the govern-
ment to secure the right of  students to 
have free and fair exams is a solid step in 
this direction. Many more steps in this 
direction are awaited.

� (Views are personal)
� Full article on newindianexpress.com

Valid Gen Z demand: Robust exams

Shaurya Doval Member, Governing Council, India FoundationT

GROWTH UPTICK SHOWS 
HOPE IN MEASURES TO 
OFFSET DEMAND DRAG

t
he RBI kept the benchmark repo rate unchanged at 5.25 
percent, entering a phase of  prolonged pause and join-
ing a slew of  global central banks favouring status quo. 
Retail inflation rose to an 18-month high in June; yet, 
Wednesday’s policy tone sounded more dovish than 

market expectations. Governor Sanjay Malhotra maintained 
that the policy was balanced and appropriate for the evolving 
macroeconomic conditions. Analysts now expect the central 
bank to pause rate actions through 2026 unless supply-side 
pressures translate into a sustained, broad-based inflationary 
spiral. That said, Malhotra underlined anticipated risks from 
an uneven monsoon, volatile energy prices and geopolitical 
uncertainties. With several cross-currents in play, the RBI 
remains cautious with its neutral policy stance, guiding a 
wait-and-watch approach to future rate directions. For  
investors, the status quo signals a stable policy environment, 
near-term certainty and visibility on interest rates.

The headline inflation for 2026-27 has been revised 10 basis 
points lower to 5 percent owing to a softer print in the first 
quarter. However, prices are expected to peak in Q3 and will 
likely ease thereafter. Overall, the year’s inflation projection 
remains within the upper half  of  the government’s tolerance 
band. But the RBI is willing to look through moderately higher 
prices to avoid choking growth because, as Malhotra noted, 
the inflationary uptick is supply-driven and limited to food 
and fuel, with little evidence of  a broad-based rise. Such price 
pressures do not often warrant a monetary policy response, 
or an urgent rate hike. In any case, RBI’s neutral stance allows 
it flexibility in policy action if  conditions change in either 
direction. Meanwhile, higher Q1 growth prompted the central 
bank to revise the 2026-27 real GDP growth rate upwards by 
10 bps to 6.7 percent, with Malhotra stressing that domestic 
demand remains resilient amid geopolitical tensions. 

While strong private consumption, robust investment senti-
ment and stronger services activity support the growth  
outlook, rural demand remains uneven. The RBI acknowledged 
this as an unclear near-term growth dampener besides mixed 
indications from consumption-intensive sectors and the mon-
soon. Yet, the upward revision of  the full-year forecast signals 
that, on balance, investment uptick, supply-side measures and 
government spending will likely offset the demand-side drags 
this fiscal. Moreover, the RBI must remain vigilant about trade 
uncertainties, currency volatility and renewed supply-chain 
disruptions—all of  which could affect growth and inflation.

AF
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Several countries have taken 
smart steps to secure exams. 
India’s framework continues to 
suffer from three major structural 
weaknesses: excessive dependence 
on private vendors, mostly pen-
and-paper tests and infrastructure 
gaps. The Bill on safer exams  
is one step towards a fairer  
system. Many more are awaited
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Nitin Nabin @NitinNabin

On the death anniversary of late former Foreign 
Minister and senior leader of the BJP, the revered 
Sushma Swaraj Ji, we pay humble tribute to her.

Akhilesh Yadav @yadavakhilesh

Until now, the BJP folks who used to steal from 
sacks of urea fertilizer have now gone ahead 
and stolen entire sacks for black-marketing.

Supriya Shrinate @SupriyaShrinate

In the double-engine government, infrastructure is 
collapsing like a house of cards. The lives of ordinary 
people have no value at all. This is gross corruption.

posts
of the 

day

p r e e t h a  n a i r  @ New Delhi

As the Centre is set to table the 
proposed amendments to the 
Foreign Contribution (Regula-
tion) Act (FCRA) next week, 
Opposition parties are weigh-
ing their floor strategy on par-
ticipating in the debate.

The issue figured prominent-
ly at the INDIA bloc meeting on 
Thursday, where leaders dis-
cussed a response to the Bill, 
which has triggered criticism 
from Opposition parties, 
church groups and civil society. 
“All Opposition parties are 
against the Bill in its present 
form. However, there are differ-
ing views within the alliance 
on whether we should partici-
pate in the debate,” a senior Op-
position leader said.

While the government has 
conveyed to church leaders that 
the proposed amendments 
would not be applied retrospec-
tively, Opposition leaders main-
tained that such an assurance 
does little to address concerns. 
“Even if  the retrospective 
clause is changed, the Bill re-
mains deeply problematic. Sev-
eral other provisions are draco-
nian and deserve to be opposed,” 
a leader said, adding that the al-

liance would take a call only 
after government unveils 
amendments.

The main contention is that 
the proposed amendment gives 
the Centre the power to appoint 
a designated authority which 
would control funds and assets 
if  the FCRA certificate is can-
celled, surrendered or ceased.

This control extends even to 
assets partly funded through 
foreign contributions. 

According to sources, one 
section felt that the Opposition 
should not cooperate with leg-

islative business until the gov-
ernment agrees to its demand 
for a statement by Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah on the alleged 
police action against protesting 
students and allegations relat-
ing to Ram temple donations.

Leaders from Kerala were 
particularly opposed to the Bill 
because of  its political implica-
tions in the state, sources said. 
Though the legislation was in-
troduced in March, the govern-
ment deferred it amid resist-
ance ahead of  the Kerala 
Assembly elections.

However, a larger Opposition 
favoured participating in the 
debate and mounting an attack 
on the amendments inside Par-
liament rather than staying 
away. “The government has the 
numbers to pass the Bill. It is 
therefore important that we 
place our objections on record 
and expose the problematic 
provisions before Parliament 
and the people,” another Oppo-
sition leader said.

Even as the government 
reached out to Rahul Gandhi 
on Wednesday to revive Delimi-
tation Bill discussions, Gandhi 
reiterated the Opposition would 
not participate unless the Cen-
tre concedes its twin demands. 

S  L A L ITHA     @ New Delhi

Union Aviation Minister Ram 
Mohan Naidu on Thursday re-
jected the claims of  adultera-
tion in aviation turbine fuel 
(ATF) by blending it with etha-
nol and warned against spread-
ing such wrong information 
among flyers.

“There is no such proposal,” 
Naidu said in a statement post-
ed on X, calling the claims on 
ethanol blending false and ir-
responsible. “Spreading misin-
formation on aviation safety 
only creates needless anxiety 
among air travellers,” he said, 
adding that passenger safety 
remained the government’s 
highest priority.

The minister was responding 
to AAP national convener 
Arvind Kejriwal’s allegation 
that the Central government 
was planning to blend ethanol 
in ATF. Citing experts, he  
said ethanol blending could se-
riously compromise the safety 
of  flights. “Will you risk flying 
in an aircraft running on adul-
terated aviation fuel?”Kejriwal 
posted on X, slamming the Cen-
tre. Naidu said, “Ethanol and 

sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) 
are entirely different and 
should not be conflated. SAF is 
an internationally certified avi-
ation fuel recognised by Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organi-
sation (ICAO) and adopted 
globally. It undergoes rigorous 
testing and meets stringent glo-
bal safety standards.” The re-
marks come days after the  
Centre reiterated its commit-
ment to E20 ethanol-blended 
petrol programme.

An aviation professional said 
ethanol cannot just be mixed 
like that with ATF or any fuel. 
“For instance, ethanol can be 
mixed with petrol but not with 
diesel. These aspects require 

extensive scientific research 
and analysis. In mixing one 
chemical with another, comput-
ability and other aspects need 
to be taken into account,” the 
professional said.

SAF can reduce carbon diox-
ide emissions by anywhere be-
tween 65% and 80% as compared 
to the conventional fuel used in 
aircraft. The ICAO  has given a 
major thrust to SAF to ensure 
the carbon emissions by the avi-
ation industry are brought 
down to net zero by 2050. It had 
also specified that SAF has the 
greatest potential to make it 
happen.  ICAO is supporting 
countries who develop SAF with 
training and other initiatives.

m u k e s h  r a n j a n  @ New Delhi

The government on Thursday 
approved the National Circular 
Bioenergy Scheme (GOBARd-
han) with an outlay of  `23,731 
crore to significantly scale up 
domestic Compressed Biogas 
(CBG) production over the next 
decade and also cleared an 
`8,970.20 crore highway project 
for a four-lane access-control-
led corridor between Guwahati 
and Tezpur in Assam.

Briefing reporters after the 
meeting of  the Union Cabinet 
and the Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs, chaired by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Information and Broad-
casting Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw said the GOBARd-
han scheme will be implement-
ed from financial year 2026-27 
to 2035-36 with the objective of  
increasing domestic CBG pro-
duction nearly ten-fold. 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi hailed the decision and 
said the projects will strength-
en seamless connectivity, cre-
ate a strong and predictable 
ecosystem for investment.

The scheme seeks to establish 
an integrated framework cover-
ing assured offtake, stable pric-

ing, capital support, pipeline 
connectivity, credit assistance 
and technology development to 
strengthen India’s clean energy 
ecosystem, Vaishnaw said.

Describing the initiative as a 
major step in India’s energy 
transition, he said the scheme 
would convert agricultural res-
idue, cattle dung, press mud, 
municipal organic waste and 
other biomass into clean fuel, 
organic manure and additional 
income for farmers.

“The new programme builds 
on existing initiatives, includ-

ing the Sustainable Alternative 
Towards Affordable Transpor-
tation (SATAT) scheme, the 
Market Development Assist-
ance (MDA) Scheme, the Bio-
mass Aggregation Machinery 
(BAM) Scheme, the Develop-
ment of  Pipeline Infrastructure 
(DPI) Scheme and financial sup-
port under the National Bioen-
ergy Programme. These initia-
tives have already facilitated 
the commissioning of  more 
than 200 CBG plants across the 
country,” the government said.

According to the govern-

ment, GOBARdhan will inte-
grate the entire CBG value 
chain on a single platform.

A key feature is a guaranteed 
market for CBG. City Gas Dis-
tribution entities will procure 
the fuel to meet mandatory 
blending targets of  3% in 2026-
27, 4% in 2027-28 and 5% from 
2028-29 onwards for CNG 
(Transport) and PNG (Domes-
tic). The government fixed an 
administered price of  `2,110 
per MMBTU under a minimum 
10-year pricing framework. 
Capital assistance of  up to `2 
crore per tonne per day will be 
provided for greenfield projects, 
alongside credit guarantees for 
MSMEs, pipeline connectivity 
funding and a CBG Ecosystem 
Challenge Fund. The govern-
ment said the scheme will re-
duce fossil fuel imports, expand 
renewable gas production, cre-
ate livelihoods, improve waste 
management and lower green-
house emissions.

Separately, the CCEA ap-
proved the 135.871-km Guwaha-
ti-Tezpur Corridor on NH-15 in 
Assam at `8,970.20 crore under 
BOT Toll mode. Vaishnaw said 
it will improve connectivity, re-
duce travel time and ease con-
gestion on NH-27. 

Pa r v e z  S u lta n  @ New Delhi

Amid sustained Opposition 
protests demanding presence 
of  Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah in the House, Rajya Sabha 
Chairman CP Radhakrishnan 
on Thursday asked Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Kiren Ri-
jiju to convey the Opposition’s 
sentiments to him.

The House witnessed repeat-
ed disruptions after Leader of  
Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge 
insisted that Shah personally 
make a statement on the al-
leged use of  excessive force, in-
cluding pellet guns, during the 
recent student protests.

“I request you to consider the 
request for the Home Minister 
to come to the House. As Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister, you 
can echo the sentiments of  the 
Opposition to the Home Minis-
ter. You have to reflect the senti-
ments,” the Chair said.

When the House met on 
Thursday, Kharge accused the 
Government of  refusing to let 
Home Minister respond on the 
police action against students.

As Opposition members con-
tinued sloganeering, disrupt-
ing proceedings, Rijiju cited 
House rules and criticised 
Kharge for repeatedly raising 
the same issue. “Every day 
Kharge ji stands up and reads 
out the same thing... Chair sir, 
you give him opportunity again 
and again. Kharge saab repeats 
the same thing,” he said. He 
also took a swipe at Congress 
MP Pawan Khera, saying he 

had not even made his maiden 
speech in the House but had 
been sloganeering.

When Kharge was allowed to 
speak, members of  the treas-
ury benches protested, leading 
to the House being adjourned 
till noon. During Question 
Hour, Kharge defended his 
right to speak, saying, “It is my 
right what to speak, when to 
speak and how to speak. You 
are insulting a member as if  
you are everything.”

Citing former Finance Minis-
ter Arun Jaitley, Kharge said 
disruption was part of  parlia-
mentary democracy. As protests 
continued from both sides, Riji-
ju said Kharge had not cited any 
rule, had raised the same issue 
for seven days, and “You can’t 
give direction to the chair; you 
can only request or demand.”

`180 cr incurred on 
PM’s foreign visits

Over `180 crore was incurred on 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 

visit to 23 countries including the 
US, the UK, France, China and 

Japan in 2025, according to data 
shared by the government. 

According to the country-wise 
and year-wise data shared in a 

written response to a query in 
the Rajya Sabha on Thursday, 

the figure for the year 2026 so 
far stood at nearly `74.58 crore. 

This includes the visit 
undertaken to Indonesia, 

Australia and New Zealand from 
July 6 to July 11.

Panel on mp housing 
awaits new members
A key parliamentary committee 
that deals with accommodation 

and related amenities of Lok 
Sabha members is awaiting 

reconstitution after its one-year 
term ended last month. The 

term of the Committee ended on 
July 3, but the panel is yet to be 

reconstituted. Constituted in 
2024 for a one-year term, the 

committee was reconstituted in 
2025. The committee is 

appointed by the Lok Sabha 
Speaker and usually consists of 

up to 12 members from the 
Lower House of Parliament.

Heatwave, lightning 
now in calamity list
The Ministry of Home Affairs has 
officially included heatwaves 
and lightning in the list of 
notified natural calamities for 
the next five years, following the 
recommendations of the 16th 
Finance Commission. The 
decision allows both disasters  
to receive financial assistance 
through the SDRF and the NDRF 
during the 2026–2031 period. 
Earlier, the Centre treated 
heatwaves as a local issue, 
leaving the state governments 
responsible for managing relief 
measures in the states.

power corridor

E x p r e ss   N e w s  S e r v i c e  @ New Delhi

Even as the Centre stepped up 
its efforts to build consensus to 
reintroduce the delimitation 
bill during the ongoing Mon-
soon session of  Parliament by 
reaching out to Leader of  Op-
position Rahul Gandhi, the 
Congress leader reiterated the 
party’s stand that the proposed 
women’s reservation can be im-
plemented within the existing 
strength of  the Lok Sabha with-
out waiting for delimitation.

Sources said Gandhi con-
veyed the Congress’ position 
during a phone call with Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Kiren 
Rijiju. Gandhi also urged 
the government to con-
vene an all-party meet-
ing to discuss the con-
tentious  issue  o f  
delimitation. The min-
ister, however, did not 
commit to a meeting.

“I had a productive conver-
sation with Rahul Gandhi. I 
have made a request on a few 
specific issues and also dis-
cussed other matters. We ex-
pect continuous communica-
tion and coordinated action 
with the Congress and other op-
position parties,” Rijiju told re-
porters in the Parliament 
House complex.

The Congress has consist-

ently maintained that the 33% 
reservation for women need 
not be linked to a fresh delimi-
tation exercise and can be im-
plemented within the present 
strength of  543 Lok Sabha seats. 
Referring to his conversation 

with Gandhi, Rijiju said po-
litical rivals must work 

together on issues of  
national importance.

The Centre is also ex-
pected to engage with 

other opposition leaders, 
i n cl u d i n g  S P  ch i e f  

Akhilesh Yadav and the DMK 
leadership, as well as NDA al-
lies, to secure broader support 
for the proposed legislation.

Sources said the revised  
bill could include changes to 
address concerns raised by 
southern states, including a 
provision to increase the exist-
ing Lok Sabha seats of  every 
state by 50% regardless of  pop-
ulation size.

Women’s quota bill
The proposed law seeks to 

operationalise 33% 
reservation for women in the 

Lok Sabha and state 
assemblies before the 2029 
general elections through a 
fresh delimitation exercise.

S UCHITRA        KA  LYAN   M O HANT    Y  
@ New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day directed the petitioners, in-
cluding a doctors’ association, 
to file their detailed replies by 
August 19, to the Centre’s affi-
davit regarding the proposed 
shift of  NEET-UG to computer-
based testing.

The Centre informed the 
Court that the migration of  
NEET (UG) from pen-and-paper 
mode to computer-based mode, 
on the lines of  JEE (Mains and 
Advanced), is “under active 
consideration”.

A Bench comprising Justices 
J B Pardiwala and K Vinod 
Chandran was hearing a batch 
of  petitions seeking reforms in 
the NEET-UG exam process. 

Advocate Tanvi Dubey, ap-
pearing for the Federation of  
All India Medical Association 
(FAIMA), informed the bench 
that in case there is any plan 
for transition to a computer-
based model, then the same 
should be done at the earliest 
since the students’ preparation 
right now was driven by the 
pen-and-paper mode.

Earlier, in its affidavit, the 
Union government informed 

the Supreme Court that it is ex-
amining the feasibility of  con-
ducting NEET-UG as a compu-
ter-based test to address issues 
of  paper leaks, malpractice and 
logistical challenges. The Cen-
tre cited the JEE Mains and Ad-
vanced model as a reference for 
secure and efficient conduct of  
large-scale entrance exams. 

The petitioners, including 
medical bodies and student 
groups, have challenged vari-
ous aspects of  the NEET-UG 
examination. They are likely to 

respond to the Centre’s propos-
al and may flag concerns relat-
ed to digital infrastructure, af-
fordability, and accessibility for 
students from remote areas. 

The Bench asked all the peti-
tioners to file their responses 
within the given time and post-
ed the matter for further hear-
ing on August 19.

More than 24 lakh students 
appear for NEET-UG examina-
tion every year, for admissions 
to MBBS, BDS and other medi-
cal courses across the country.

e x p r e ss   n e w s  s e r v i c e  @ New Delhi

The Supreme Court on Thurs-
day rejected Ashish Mishra’s  
plea seeking relaxation of  bail 
conditions imposed on him. He 
is the prime accused in the 2021 
killing of  four farmers in La-
khimpur Kheri violence case, 
and the son of  former Union 
minister Ajay Mishra.

A Bench headed by Chief  
Justice Surya Kant along with 
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and 
V Mohana dismissed the plea  
after hearing arguments from 
both the sides. 

Mishra’s counsel submitted 
that due to the bail restrictions, 
he could not participate in per-
sonal and family functions, spe-
cifically his daughters’ birth-
days. After considering the 
plea, the Bench said it did not 
find reason to modify the terms 
of  bail at this point, and that 
the the bail conditions will con-
tinue to operate. 

a l s o  i n  t o p  c o u r t
SC denies interim bail 

to godman Asaram
The Supreme Court denied 
interim bail on Thursday to 

self-styled godman Asaram, 
who is serving life sentence in 

a case of sexual assault, but 
allowed him to engage a 

trained caretaker of his 
choice for round-the-

clock assistance.  
SG Tushar Mehta said 

that Asaram hid his 
counsel moving an 

application for parole. 

‘Let House decide 
SC/ST creamy layer’
While opposing a PIL, the 
Centre has filed an affidavit in 
the Supreme Court saying that 
creamy layer in SC and ST can 
be introduced only after a 

holistic review and through 
an empirical study. It said 

reservation addresses 
structural disadvantages 

and that changes can’t 
 be made without 
proper legislative 
consideration.

LoP in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi with Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra during the Monsoon Session of Parliament |  pti

Ethanol, sustainable 
aviation fuel different
Naidu said, “Ethanol and 
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) 
are entirely different and should 
not be conflated. SAF is an 
internationally certified aviation 
fuel recognised by International 
Civil Aviation Organisation and 
adopted globally. It undergoes 
rigorous testing and meets global 
safety standards.” 

3-line whip to MPs
Congress will issue a three-line 
whip to all MPs for four days  
starting from Monday as the 
government is set to table the 
FCRA bill on Wednesday.

INDIA bloc weighs FCRA bill floor 
strategy amid buzz over govt move

‘No such proposal’: Naidu says E20 
can never be added to aviation fuel

Nod to `24k cr for bioenergy push

Convey Oppn request for Shah statement: V-P to Rijiju Call all-party meeting to 
talk delimitation, Rahul 
tells minister on phone

SC seeks petitioners’ reply on NEET
Plea of former 
minister’s son to 
ease bail trashed

Total 
budgetary 

support: 
`23,731 cr

Capital 
support: 

Up to  
`2 cr/TPD 

(tons per 
day)

Duration of 
scheme: 

From 
Financial 

Year 2026-
27 to 

2035-36

GOBARdhan
scheme

The scheme 
has six pillars: 

Assured 
offtake, price 

stability, capex 
support

pipeline infra 
development, credit 
guarantee and challenge 
fund for innovation

Credit guarantee: Up to 
85% cover on eligible 
loans for MSME-led 
projects

Baihata Chariali - Tezpur 
4-LANE Assam Highway 

Will be 
developed on 
Build-Operate-
Transfer (BOT) 
toll mode

Length: 

kilometre
135.87

Total capital cost: `8,970 cr

Vaishnaw says allocation will increase compressed biogas production 10-fold in a decade



Mann’s Japanese 
greeting, cricket cameo
Punjab CM Bhagwant Singh Mann 
mixed diplomacy with humour this 
week, greeting an audience in 
Japanese at a function in Ludhiana 
before surprising village youngsters 
with a cricket outing in Patiala. At 
the foundation stone-laying 
ceremony of the forging and 
machining plant being set up by 
Vardhman and Japan’s Aichi Steel, 
Mann greeted the gathering with 
“Konnichiwa” and recalled learning 
the word during his Japan visit. Days 
later in Patiala, the volleyball 
enthusiast picked up a cricket bat, 
defended a few deliveries and drew 
jokes from local boys that Punjab’s 
cricket administrators had found a 
new contender.

Punjab BJP’s lone 
woman at the top
Punjab BJP’s new organisational 
team has one notable feature — 
Jasmine Sandhawalia is the only 
woman among the party’s 12 vice-
presidents and five general 
secretaries. Her appointment figured 
in the list of state office-bearers 
announced by state president Kewal 
Singh Dhillon on Sunday. A former 
journalist and member of the party’s 
national media team, Sandhawalia 
joined the BJP six years ago and rose 
through the ranks, also appearing 
regularly as the party’s official 
spokesperson. The announcement 
came as BJP leaders hit back at the 
Congress, calling the Opposition’s 
stand on women’s empowerment 
“hypocrisy exposed”.

When black stoles turn 
into symbols of protest
Punjab Congress MLAs have turned 
black stoles into a symbol of protest 
in the ongoing monsoon session of 
the Assembly. After staging 
demonstrations outside the House 
on the opening day, Leader of the 
Opposition Partap Singh Bajwa and 
party legislators entered the 
Assembly wearing black stoles, 
protesting the AAP government over 
issues, including the paper leak, law 
& order and sacrilege incidents. On 
Thursday, they again wore the stoles 
and demanded action in the Bargari 
sacrilege case. On Wednesday, they 
also wore the stoles in support of 
Akali Dal MLA Ganieve Kaur Majithia 
over the sacrilege issue.
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A 63-year-old ex-serviceman posted as a warden at 
the  government observation and juvenile home in 
Rajasthan’s Sri Ganganagar district was allegedly 

beaten to death by three juveniles, police said.

J u v e n i l e  h o m e  h o r r o r

killed in tiger attack 
in Maha’s Bhandaraman 
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F aya z  W a n i  @ Srinagar

Ladakh Lt Governor VK 
Saxena has approved guided 
jeep safaris on snow leopard 
and bird-watching trails to pro-
mote sustainable eco-tourism 
in the Union territory. These 
wildlife tours will be India’s 
first high-altitude wildlife safa-
ris and will provide visitors 
with a rare guided opportunity 
to witness Ladakh’s distinctive 
flora and fauna.

The decision was taken in 
the first governing body meet-
ing of  the newly constituted 
Snow Leopard and High-Alti-
tude Nature (SHAN) Conserva-
tion Society, chaired by LG 
Saxena, on Thursday. The For-
est Department has been di-
rected to introduce safari on 
the lines of  popular national 
parks, like Kaziranga, Ran-
thambore and others. These sa-
faris will use specially designed 
open-back vehicles, to be oper-

ated by trained local drivers 
and guides. The objective be-
hind introducing these safaris, 
according to officials, is to pre-
vent incidents of  illegal off-
roading and disturbing wild-
life, besides strengthening 
sustainable and responsible 
eco-friendly tourism and en-
hancing visitor experience.

The Forest Department has 
been directed to explore the 
possible safari routes across 
H e m i s  N a t i o n a l  P a rk , 
Changthang and Karakoram 
Wildlife Sanctuaries, besides 

areas like Nubra, Zanskar, 
Sham, Kargil and Drass that 
are known to have a sizable 
presence of  elusive snow leop-
ards and vivid avian diversity. 
The safari routes have been 
carefully selected to avoid dis-
turbing sensitive wildlife habi-
tats while maximising opportu-
nities for responsible wildlife 
viewing, officials added.

Ladakh is home to India’s 
largest snow leopard popula-
tion, with the Union territory 
hosting 477 of  the country’s es-
timated population of  718. 

M U K E S H  R AN  J AN   @ Ranchi

In a significant development in 
the ongoing students’ protest 
over the alleged Jharkhand 
Public Service Commission 
(JPSC) paper leak and related 
demands, the agitating stu-
dents have agreed to hold talks 
with the state government. As 
decided by the core committee, 
an eight-member student dele-
gation has been formed to rep-
resent the protesters during 
the discussions.

The delegation comprises 
Ravindra Paswan, Piyush Ku-
mar Singh, Ravindra Kumar 
Ravi, Rajesh Prasad, Neetu Ku-
jur, Kartik Soren, Ankit Kumar 
and Shalu Singh. Journalists 
Shambhunath Chaudhary and 
Vikas Ver ma, along with 
former Advocate General Ajit 
Kumar, will accompany them 
as guardians and mentors.

The students clarified that 
only the student representa-
tives will present the facts, is-
sues and demands before the 
government. “The journalists 
and legal experts accompany-
ing the delegation will not take 
part in the discussions or ad-
dress the government repre-
sentatives,” protesting student 
Piyush Kumar Singh said.

He added that the accompa-
nying journalists would not be 

allowed to carry microphones, 
cameras, recording devices or 
sound systems into the meeting 
venue. The entire discussion 
will be conducted peacefully.

The state government initi-
ated dialogue with the agitat-
ing students on the 12th day of  
the protest, stating that the gov-
ernment’s doors are open to 
everyone and anyone with 
grievances is free to present 
their views. As part of  the out-
reach, some officials visited 
Jaipal Singh Stadium with the 
government’s proposal.

The students initially reject-
ed the proposal and insisted 
that discussions take place on 
their own terms. The adminis-
tration informed them that CM 
Hemant Soren had agreed to 
meet a delegation at his resi-
dence. The students initially 
demanded that the he visit the 
stadium. By late Wednesday 
night, however, they agreed to 
hold talks on Thursday at the 
venue designated by the admin-
istration. The names of  the del-
egation were announced on 
Thursday afternoon.

D i l i p  S i n g h  K sh  at r i ya 
@ Ahmedabad

Gujarat is registering more 
child labour cases and arrest-
ing more accused, but convic-
tions remain negligible while 
no bonded labourer has been 
rehabilitated under the Cen-
tral rehabilitation scheme over 
the past four financial years, 
according to official data ta-
bled in the Rajya Sabha. The 
figures point to widening gaps 
in prosecution and victim re-
habilitation despite stronger 
enforcement.

NCRB data presented by the 
Union Ministry of  Labour and 
Employment shows Gujarat 
registered 39 child labour cases 
in 2020, rising to 40 in 2021 and 
42 in 2022 before almost dou-
bling to 85 in 2023. Although 
registrations dipped to 74 in 
2024, they remained nearly 90% 
higher than the 2020 level.

Rajya Sabha data shows Gu-
jarat registered 127 child la-
bour cases during 2022 and 
2023. Police arrested 133 ac-
cused and filed charge sheets 
against 148 individuals under 
the Child and Adolescent La-
bour (Prohibition and Regula-
tion) Act, 1986. However, only 
two convictions were secured, 
resulting in a conviction rate 
of  just 1.57%.

In 2023 alone, Gujarat regis-

tered 85 cases, arrested 90 per-
sons and chargesheeted 103 ac-
cused, but only one employer 
was convicted. Nationally, 
child labour cases increased 
from 476 in 2020 to 1,390 in 2023 
before easing to 1,235 in 2024. 
Gujarat accounted for about 
6.1% of  cases registered na-
tionwide in 2023 but only 0.57% 
of  convictions, with 174 convic-
tions recorded across India.

The Union Ministry did not 
furnish Gujarat-specific data 
on children rescued under the 
National Child Labour Project 
who were rehabilitated, en-
rolled in schools or provided 
aid, making rehabilitation out-
comes impossible to assess.

H a r p ree   t  B a jw  a  @ Chandigarh

Punjab’s de-addiction pro-
gramme has expanded over the 
past four-and-a-half  years, with 
the state government purchas-
ing over 43.44 crore buprenor-
phine tablets—a drug used to 
help wean addicts off  substance 
dependence—and widening ac-
cess to treatment through Out-
patient  Opioid Assisted 
Treatment (OOAT) clinics. 

Official figures presented in 
the Punjab Assembly have also 
highlighted a sharp increase in 
the supply of  the medication to 
prisons, underlining the scale 
of  substance dependence 
among inmates. The most strik-
ing trend, however, is the steep 
rise in the supply of  buprenor-
phine to prisons. This year 
alone, 8.87 crore tablets have 
been supplied to jail-based 
OOAT clinics, compared with 
just 1.17 crore tablets in 2022.

In the state’s prisons, 40,830 
inmates are registered under 
the OOAT programme, with 
monthly revisits touching 1.73 
lakh. The figures point to the 
growing burden of  drug de-
pendence within the state’s 
prison system and the increas-
ing reliance on opioid substitu-
tion therapy behind bars.

The figures were disclosed by 
Aam Aadmi Party MLA from 
Bathinda Jagrup Singh Gill 
while presenting the 129th Re-
port of  the Committee on Pub-

lic Undertakings on the general 
working of  the Punjab Health 
Systems Corporation for 2026-
27. According to the report, the 
annual procurement has stead-
ily risen, from around seven 
crore tablets in 2022 to 9.44 
crore in 2023, 10 crore in 2024 
and 11 crore in 2025. About six 
crore tablets have been pur-
chased in the current year. The 
treatment network has also ex-
panded during this period. The 
number of  registered patients 
at OOAT clinics has increased 
from nearly two lakh in 2022 to 
3.17 lakh by June this year, 
while monthly patient revisits 
have climbed to 13.55 lakh.

The report says some pa-
tients relapsed into substance 
abuse after treatment but later 
returned to OOAT clinics, 
where their treatment was re-
started. Beyond OOAT clinics, 
the report says 70,766 patients 

have been admitted to govern-
ment de-addiction centres and 
another 21,759 to government 
rehabilitation centres during 
the period under review.

The committee attributed the 
increased demand for treat-
ment to the state’s anti-drug 
campaign. “After the state gov-
ernment started its Yudh 
Nasheyan Virudh campaign, 
the number of  persons seeking 
inpatient treatment had in-
creased and the government 
had to increase the number of  
beds in treatment centres,” the 
report stated.

The government directed an 
expansion of  bed capacity in 
facilities. Additional beds were 
added in government hospitals, 
taking the available capacity to 
around 2,800. Hospitals at-
tached to nursing colleges and 
medical colleges were brought 
under the programme.

Pree    t h a  N a i r  @ New Delhi

As the deadlock in Parliament 
continues over the NEET row, 
Leader of  the Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi 
Thursday proposed that lead-
ers of  the INDIA bloc visit stu-
dents in Bihar who were alleg-
edly assaulted during the 
recent protests, sources said.

The proposal came up at the 
alliance’s meeting, where lead-
ers agreed that such a visit 
should take place during the 
ongoing monsoon session to 
keep the issue at the centre of  
the Opposition’s campaign both 
inside and outside Parliament.

While there was broad con-
sensus on the proposal, the bloc 
is yet to finalise the date 
and the composition of  
the delegation, sources 
said. Last week, Gan-
dhi had attacked the 
Modi government over 
allegations that AK-47 
rifles had been used to tar-
get the protesting students in 
Bihar and demanded that ac-
tion be taken against those who 
attacked the students.

According to leaders present 
at the meeting, the Opposition 
believes that the alleged police 
crackdown on students should 

remain one of  its principal po-
litical issues.

The proposal comes a day af-
ter the venue provider for Ra-
hul’s ‘Chhatron Ki Goonj’ event 
scheduled to be held on Satur-
day in Uttar Pradesh’s Praya-
graj revoked permission for it, 
citing an Allahabad High Court 

order. However, the Con-
gress leader asserted 
that no matter how 
hard the BJP govern-
ment tries, it cannot 
stop him from raising 

h i s  vo i c e  f o r  t h e 
students.

In another outreach on 
Thursday, Gandhi launched an 
“Ask Me Anything” session on 
Instagram, inviting students to 
interact with him. The day be-
fore, on Wednesday, he had met 
a group of  students who had 
protested last month.

S U B H E N D U  M AITI     @ Kolkata

The Calcutta High Court on 
Thursday pulled up the CBI 
over delay in investigations 
into the rape and murder of  an 
on-duty doctor at state-run RG 
Kar Medical College and Hospi-
tal in Kolkata in 2024.

The CBI submitted to the 
court a report on its investiga-
tions into the case and sought 
more time to complete probe. A 
division bench of  Justice 
Shampa Sarkar and Justice 
Tirthankar Ghosh reacted 
strongly to the central agency’s 
submission. “How long will the 
case remain sub judice at a 
time when people are looking 
for justice for the incident? 
How many days people will 
wait for?” asked Justice Sarkar 
during the hearing.

The court directed the agen-
cy to rework its investigation 
from the beginning through re-
construction of  the crime scene 
and analysing with sequence 
of  events till the day of  the 
crime at the hospital. Lawyer 
Jayantanarayan Chatterjee, ap-
pearing for the family of  the 
victim, argued that the CBI has 
no clear planning related to its 
investigation into the case.  The 
next hearing of  the case will be 
held on August 28.

Notably, the agency has 
changed the investigating of-
ficer (IO) in the case.

S udh   i r  S ur  ya w a n sh  i  @ Mumbai

Cockroach Janta Party 
(CJP) founder Abhijeet Dipke 
on Thursday announced a na-
tionwide public outreach cam-
paign from September 1, saying 
the initiative, called ‘Kya Bolti 
Public’,  aims to understand 
people’s issues.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the conclusion of  the 
CJP’s core team meeting in his 
hometown Chhatrapati Samb-
hajinagar in Maharashtra, 
Dipke said the CJP wants to act 
as a pressure group and change 
the country’s political dis-
course by highlighting the is-
sues of  education and unem-
ployment. On the occasion, it 
was announced that Dipke will 
be the convenor of  the CJP, 
while chief  spokesperson Sau-
rav Das and spokesperson 
Ashutosh Ranka will be its co-
convenors. Dipke said that fol-
lowing the success of  their pro-
test at Jantar Mantar in Delhi, 
the CJP has decided to travel 
across the country and shape 
the citizen-driven youth reform 
charter that will build around 
four pillars, including holistic 
education reforms, education-
to-employment integration, in-
stitutional accountability and 
solidarity, and alliances.

He said education has be-
come unaffordable.

Officials made discussion offer on Wednesday
The state government initiated dialogue with the agitating students on 
the 12th day of the protest, stating that the government’s doors are 
open to everyone and anyone with grievances is free to present their 
views. Some officials visited Jaipal Singh Stadium with the proposal.

Home to the elusive cat
Ladakh is home to India’s largest 
snow leopard population, with 
the Union territory hosting 477 of 
the country’s estimated 
population of 718. Ladakh also 
supports over 38 mammal 
species, 340 bird species and 
1,800 vascular plant species that 
have drawn tourist attraction.

E J AZ   K AI  S E R  @ Raipur

A controversy erupted after the 
Chhattisgarh Public Service 
Commission (CGPSC) pub-
lished the results of  the prelim-
inary examination held for 
recruitment to subedar, sub-
inspector (SI), and platoon com-
mander posts under the state 
home (police) department.

The opposition Congress 
launched an attack on the state 
government, pointing out 
names mentioned as ‘NEWS’ 
and ‘SPACERANI’ on the offi-
cial shortlist of  selected candi-
dates. The party alleged negli-
gence, systemic flaws and 
potential irregularities in the 
recruitment drives conducted 
in the state. Immediately after 
the results were published on 
August 4, social media explod-
ed with screenshots of  absurd 
entries, raising doubts about 
the credibility, verification, and 
overall fairness of  the recruit-
ment process. Seizing on the 
anomaly, Congress leaders 
questioned how such absurd 

entries slipped through multi-
ple levels of  scrutiny—includ-
ing document verification and 
the physical standard test 
(PST)—without being flagged 
or rectified by the exam body.

“The absurd names or iden-
tity entries point to negligence 
and undermine the trust of  
thousands of  hardworking as-
pirants across the state. We de-
mand an independent probe, 
stricter pre-exam validation 
protocols and complete trans-
parency from CGPSC before 
proceeding with the next stages 
of  recruitment,” said Sushil 

Anand Shukla, Congress media 
cell chairman.

The CGPSC published the 
preliminary exam merit list 
shortlisting 7,301 candidates 
for the 341 advertised vacan-
cies. The main written exami-
nation is tentatively scheduled 
to be conducted in October.

The CGPSC refuted the social 
media claims and issued a clar-
ification to defuse the growing 
criticism. “Candidates feed 
their names, dates of  birth, and 
personal details directly into 
the application portal during 
the open registration window. 

The published results display 
data as originally entered by 
the candidates without manual 
editing by the commission at 
the preliminary screening 
stage,” the CGPSC said.

The CGPSC assistant secre-
tary appealed to all candidates 
and the public not to “fall for 
baseless claims, misrepresenta-
tion, or false narratives being 
spread across social media plat-
forms.” He advised candidates 
to check all official updates di-
rectly through the CGPSC offi-
cial portal. The exams conduct-
ed by the CGPSC had earlier 
faced intense scrutiny over 
transparency. Owing to alleged 
irregularities in an earlier pub-
lic service commission exam 
held during the previous Con-
gress rule, the BJP government 
handed over the case to the CBI 
in 2024. There were then com-
plaints of  nepotism. It was al-
leged that a number of  selected 
candidates, who were close rel-
atives of  bureaucrats, politi-
cians and businessmen, had 
secured superior ranks.

Student leader Devendra Nath Mahto during his hunger strike over alleged 
irregularities in exams at Ranchi’s Jaipal Singh Munda Stadium on Thursday |  PTI

In numbers
1 	Peak in 2023: Child 

labour cases rose from 39 
in 2020 to 74 in 2024, 
peaking at 85 in 2023

2 	90% rise: Registrations 
in 2024 remained nearly 
90% higher than in 2020

3 	Low conviction: Gujarat 
saw 127 cases in 2022-23 
but secured only two 
convictions

4 	The gap: 133 arrests, 148 
charge sheets, yet one 
conviction each in ’22, ’23

J’khand students ready 
for talks, set up panel

Eight-member delegation to be ‘mentored’ by journalists and lawyers  Leaders say Bihar visit to take place while Monsoon Session is on

Ladakh okays high-altitude safaris 
with focus on snow leopard trails

Arrests in child labour 
cases up in Gujarat, but 
rehab project flounders

Punjab bought 43 cr tablets 
to wean 3L addicts off drugs

Rahul urges INDIA bloc 
MPs to meet students  
injured in police action

Calcutta HC 
pulls up CBI for 
delay in probe

CJP to kick off 
‘Kya Bolti Public’ 
drive next month

RG Kar rape

‘News’, ‘Spacerani’ shortlisted for C’garh posts
Paper 
sparks  
a row

Congress 
alleges 
negligence  
and recruitment 
irregularities

Party seeks an independent probe and stricter verification

CGPSC says entries 
were auto-generated 

from candidates’ 
online forms

The main 
written exam 
is scheduled 
for October

this year

Commission 
urges 
candidates to 
ignore social 
media claims

7,301 
candidates were 

shortlisted for 
341 posts

Jail OOAT clinics 
have 40,830 

inmates and 1.73 cr 
monthly revisits

OOAT registrations 
reached 3.17L, with 
13.55 cr monthly 

revisits

The figures were 
tabled in the 129th 

Committee on Public 
Undertakings 

report

Buprenorphine 
purchases rose from 
7 cr tablets (2022) to 

11 crore (2025) 

21,759 
rehabilitation 

centres

70,766  
patients entered 

de-addiction 
centres 

High on 
crisis

  Punjab

  Punjab bought  
43.44 crore 

Buprenorphine 
tablets in last 
4.5 years for 

Outpatient 
Opioid Assisted 

Treatment 
(OOAT) clinics
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8 arrested
in Italy by police as part of  
human smuggling ring

14
 lr: light Rain  hr: heavy Rain  Ls: Light Snow  

 tds: thundershower  lc: light cloud  sny: sunny

Global
Weather

Australia (Canberra)	   13	 0� SNY
Indonesia (Bali)	 26	 19� LR
Italy (Rome)	 37	 24� sny
Japan (Tokyo)	 37	 26� LC
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur)	 31	 25� TDS
Maldives (Male)	 29	 28� LC
Mauritius (Port Louis)	 27	 21� SNY

Singapore	 32	 28� TDS
South Korea (Seoul)	 35	 27� LC
Switzerland (Bern)	 28	 17� LC
Thailand (Bangkok)	 32	 27� LR
Türkiye (Ankara)	 28	 15� sny
UAE (Dubai)	 39	 34� sny
Vietnam (Hanoi)	 31	 26� TDS

Country Countrymax maxmin min

Prabowo bats for funds  
into research 

President Prabowo Subianto said on Thursday that 
funding for research will go up, saying the country’s 
investment in research and development remained 

inadequate to support national progress. Addressing 
150 researchers at the Presidential Palace in Jakarta, 

Prabowo said a nation’s progress depends on its 
mastery of science and technology, stressing that 

research requires substantial and sustained funding. 
“We must be self-critical as a nation. Our investment in 
research and development is very small, far below what 

it should be. We must correct this.”

Youtuber’s body back  
from georgia 

The body of popular Thai travel YouTuber Hlun Solo was 
returned to Thailand early Thursday morning, as his 

family prepared to seek an autopsy to find the cause of 
his death in Georgia last month, officials said. The body 

was transported on a Turkish Airlines flight from 
Istanbul that landed at Suvarnabhumi airport at 

5.10am. Bowornthat Pengsuk, better known as Hlun 
Solo, died in Tbilisi, Georgia, on July 14. Police there 

confirmed the death on July 29, two days after Solo’s 
family issued a public appeal across media outlets for 

news about the 27-year-old’s whereabouts.

former pm to be  
charged today

Former Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob 
will be charged tomorrow at the Kuala Lumpur Sessions 
Court under the Malaysian Anti-Corruption Commission 
(MACC) Act. Based on a court system check, the charge 

against the Bera Member of Parliament will be read 
before Judge Suzana Hussin at 9am, officials said.

Senate panel slaps 
contempt charge on Fauci

Ukraine strikes oil facilities 
deep inside Russia

washington

A Senate committee on Thursday voted 
to hold Dr Anthony Fauci in contempt 
of  Congress and refer him to the Justice 
Department for potential prosecution 
over his refusal to answer questions at 
a hearing last week focused on his han-
dling of  the COVID-19 pandemic.

The party-line vote approving the 
contempt resolution came a week after 
Fauci invoked his Fifth Amendment 
right against self-incrimination more 
than 100 times when he appeared before 
the Senate Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

Republican Senator Rand Paul of  
Kentucky, the committee chairman, 
said that constitutional protection did 
not apply since Fauci last year received 
a pardon from Democratic President 
Joe Biden and thus did not have to wor-
ry about the threat of  prosecution. Fau-
ci and Democrats who opposed the con-
tempt resolution said he had a 
well-founded fear of  self-incrimination 
given a public desire by Republicans to 
seek his prosecution.

“Dr Fauci faced no risk of  federal 
prosecution,” Paul said at the outset of  
a hearing. “All he had to do was tell the 
truth.”

Paul noted that the vote had nothing 
to do with Fauci’s policies, opinions or 
anything he has said in previous con-
gressional appearances.

Instead, the senator said, “We are vot-
ing on whether a witness who has re-
ceived the benefit of  a sweeping pardon 
can be ordered by this committee to an-
swer questions and then defy that order 
without consequence.”

Fauci, in a statement explaining his 
decision to invoke his Fifth Amendment 
rights, said he had good reason to fear 
the possibility of  criminal charges giv-
en what he said was Paul’s determina-
tion “to get me to say something, any-
thing, that could vindicate his repeated 
public pledges that I end up, in his 
words, quote, behind bars, unquote.”

The referral goes to the U.S. attor-
ney’s office in Washington, which will 
decide whether or not to investigate to 
prosecute the doctor for contempt. No 
matter the outcome, the episode raises 
questions about lawmakers’ ability to 
gain testimony from previously par-
doned witnesses.                   � AP

kyiv

UKRAINE hit more oil facilities deep 
inside Russia in overnight attacks, 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said 
Thursday, as Kyiv kept up its campaign 
to undermine Moscow’s wartime econ-
omy and embarrass the Kremlin.

The repeated strikes have caused fuel 
shortages and rattled Russians. Ukrain-
ians, meanwhile, are enduring regular 
barrages that Kyiv’s depleted air de-
fenses are struggling to counter amid 
Moscow’s 4-year-old full-scale invasion. 
The Kyiv region observed an official 
day of  mourning Thursday after a Rus-
sian missile and drone blitz killed 17 
people the previous day, prompting an 
increasingly urgent scramble by 
Ukraine and its partner countries to 
find new air defense supplies.

In the first six months of  this year, 
1,396 civilians were killed and 7,978 in-
jured in Ukraine, the United Nations of-
fice in Kyiv said Wednesday. 

Zelenskyy said he met with senior of-
ficials on how to accelerate the develop-
ment of  Ukraine’s own ballistic weap-

onry, similar to its swift wartime 
innovation in drone technology.

“Developing one’s own ballistic capa-
bilities and creating a new anti-ballistic 
system is a task that only a tiny minor-
ity of  countries worldwide have man-
aged to accomplish,” he said in a social 
media post. “Ukraine has this capabili-
ty.” Ukrainian forces hit a refinery in 
Russia’s Bashkortostan region, more 
than 1,300 kilometers (800 miles) from 
the front line, as well as a refinery in the 
Yaroslavl region, almost 700 kilometers 
(400 miles) from the border, Zelenskyy 
said on social media. Yaroslavl Gov. 
Mikhail Yevrayev confirmed an attack 
on a refinery, saying in a Telegram post 
that drone debris hit the facility’s oil res-
ervoirs, sparking a fire. Three private 
houses also caught fire, and several resi-
dential buildings were damaged, he add-
ed. Ukrainian forces hit two Russian 
military patrol boats in the Black Sea, 
Zelenskyy said, along with vessels be-
longing to Moscow’s so-called shadow 
fleet, which Russia uses to evade West-
ern restrictions on its oil exports. He did 
not give any details.                               AP

Dr Anthony Fauci

Gunman kills Mexican influencer during livestream
MEXICO CITY: A gunman killed a social media influencer during a livestream in Mexico’s 
volatile northwestern state of Sinaloa, authorities said Wednesday, a public killing that 

underscored ongoing violence targeting social media personalities in the Latin American 
nation. The influencer, César Gastélum, was killed on Tuesday night in the Sinaloa state 

capital of Culiacan, officials said. Mexican authorities implied the killing of the young man 
was linked to cartel violence but did not blame any particular group. Mexican President 
Claudia Sheinbaum told journalists during her morning news conference on Wednesday 

that the “perpetrators must be arrested.” AP

Cars driving along a 
forest area marked by 
wildfires in Gironde 
region in southwestern 
France  |  AFP

UN experts urge Iran to  
end ‘targeting’ of minorities
Geneva

UN rights experts on Thursday 
urged Iran to end what they 
called the escalating arbitrary 
detention, enforced disappear-
ance, torture and arbitrary exe-
cutions of  ethnic minorities.The 
Kurdish and Baluch minorities 
are particularly affected, they 
said in a statement.

“Iran’s ethnic minorities must 
be able to live in safety and 
dignity, free from discrim-
ination,” the experts 
said.

In late December, a 
protest movement ini-
tially sparked by the high 
cost of  living rapidly 
evolved into widespread anti-
government demonstrations.

The UN experts said that 
since the protests began, the Ira-
nian authorities had reportedly 
d e t a i n e d  t h o u s a n d s  o f  
individuals.

“Reports point to a significant 
increase in arbitrary arrests, 
and what appears to be politi-
cally motivated sentences, in-

cluding against individuals from 
ethnic minorities, who are often 
arrested under broadly defined 
national security charges,” the 
experts said.

Iranian authorities have at-
tributed the violence to “terror-
ist acts” orchestrated by the 
United States and Israel.

The United States and Israel 
launched a joint attack on the 
country on February 28, trigger-

ing the Middle East war.
The UN experts said 

that this year, at least 24 
members of  the Baluch 
minority and 22 mem-
bers of  the Kurdish mi-

nority have been execut-
ed, with many more at 

imminent risk of  being put to 
death. Minorities “continue to 
be targeted during periods of  po-
litical and social unrest through 
narratives that portray them as 
threats to national security”, 
they said. “The targeting of  
Kurdish and Baluch minorities 
extends beyond the country’s 
borders,” they said.            

�  AFP

Iran vows to ‘black out’ Gulf if US hits power plants
Riyadh

IRAN intensified its threats to-
wards its Gulf  neighbours last 
week, conveying messages that 
it would “black out” the entire 
region if  the United States 
struck its power plants and rat-
tling off  a list of  specific targets, 
two officials told AFP.

The warning followed threats 
by US President Donald Trump 
of  a massive attack against Iran, 
which he later walked back over 
the weekend citing requests 
from Saudi Arabia, the UAE and 
Qatar and hope for a break-
through in talks.

“Iran threatened to black out 
the Gulf, country by country, if  
Trump attacked its power 
plants,” a Gulf  official told AFP, 
with another regional official 
confirming the messaging.

Both spoke on condition of  
anonymity to discuss sensitive 
matters.

Trump said the planned 
strikes would have been “the big-
gest attack since World War II”, 
with US media reporting he was 
considering hitting energy in-
frastructure, as he has repeat-
edly threatened to do.

Iran conveyed through inter-
mediaries that any attacks on its 
power plants would trigger 

strikes on the same targets in 
the Gulf, the officials said.

It had publicly made such 
threats before, but the new one 
was “very serious”, 
the Gulf  official said, 
noting it included “a 
long list of  targets they 
would attack”.

In mid-July, Trump 
threatened to destroy 
an Iranian bridge or power plant 
for every attack on shipping in 
the Strait of  Hormuz, with Te-
hran warning of  an “eye for an 

eye” response. The Gulf  official 
said Iran’s message said it would 
hit power plants and water de-
salination facilities, which the 

mostly desert region 
largely relies on for 
drinking water.

The Gulf  has borne 
the brunt of  Iran’s at-
tacks during the Mid-
dle East war, with 

strikes targeting US assets and 
civilian infrastructure like en-
ergy sites, ports and airports.              
AFP

A file photograph of an Iranian woman walking past an anti-US billboard at Enghelab 
Square in central Tehran  |  AFP
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Correns, France

BRUSHING his hand over crackling vine leaves, French winemaker 
Gregory Guibergia was relieved a wildfire only scorched the edge of  
his vineyard but he feared its smoke would ruin this year’s vintage.

In the last row of  his fields in southeastern France, the wind rus-
tled through the brown leaves of  vines that overheated during a blaze 
that swept the region this summer.But plants further away were 
largely intact, with enough green leaves for their grapes to continue 
to mature in time for harvest next week. Guibergia said he was lucky 
after several wildfires in the surrounding Var region in recent weeks, 
which sent thousands of  people fleeing -- including Hollywood star 
George Clooney and his family -- and destroyed more than 6,000 hec-
tares (15,000 acres) of  land.

But “the big question is whether or not we will have a burnt taste 
during the wine making”, Guibergia told AFP. “We won’t know 
straight away.” He is one of  many winemakers to be worried in 
France’s main rosé-producing region, where flames have destroyed 
hundreds of  some 30,000 hectares of  vineyards, according to expert 
estimates. In the surrounding region, experts have been testing 
grapes to see if  they are still fit for wine. “This smoky taste will only 
reveal itself  after fermentation,” said oenology consultant Clement 
Prelat, who is advising winemakers in the area. 

Agricultural engineer Gregori Lanza said the smell of  burnt wood 
combining with grapes for smoky wine would not necessarily make 
it unfit for consumption, but it would compromise sales.              AFP

French winemakers 
dread ‘smoky taste’

A s i a  M a t t ers 

Committee votes to hold Dr Fauci in  
contempt over refusal to answer questions



B e n n  K o c h u v e e d a n  @ Mumbai

National insurer Life Insur-
ance Corporation of  India (LIC) 
on Thursday reported a robust 
set of  numbers, with the net in-
come jumping 22.81% in the 
June quarter to `13,492 crore, 
driven by a 750 bps expansion 
in margins and robust sales, es-
pecially a sharp 61% increase 
in the value of  new businesses 
led by non-par products.

Addressing media on Thurs-
day, CEO R Doraiswamy said, 
“While value of  new business 
(VNB) has grown by over 61.3%  
to ̀ 3,136 crore, the VNB margin 
expanded by a 750 bps to 22.90% 
this year as a direct outcome of  
product diversification and dis-
tribution strategy,” he said.

He expressed the 
hope that with 

10% liquidity in 
the stock (after 
government’s 
6.5% additional 

stake sale com-
pleted on Wednes-

day) the illiquidity 
hangover on shares would be 
over. He ruled out another stake 
dilution by the government in 
short to medium term. 

With assets under manage-
ment of  `59.39 lakh crore, 
which rose  4.10% YoY, the com-
pany netted `2,500 crore in net 
income, a rise of  42% YoY.

Doraiswamy explained that 
the marginal increase in the 
overall expense ratio 10.63% 
from 10.47% in the quarter was 
due to absence of  input tax 
credit after the government re-
moved GST on individual poli-
cies in September last year.

Total premium income rose 
6.75% to `1.27 lakh crore, of  
which individual new business 
premium income increased by 
14.48% to `14,351 crore.

R a k e s h  K u m a r  @ New Delhi

After the West Asia crisis 
that lasted for more than 100 
days, India significantly diver-
sified its liquefied petroleum 
gas (LPG) imports, with the 
United States emerging as the 
country’s largest supplier, 
overtaking traditional Gulf  
suppliers such as the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia.

As per maritime 
intelligence firm 
Kpler data, India 
imported 912.39 
thousand tonnes 
of  LPG from the 
US in July, the 
highest among all 

supplier countries.
Imports increased from 

262.51 thousand tonnes in Feb-
ruary, when the conflict involv-
ing Iran, Israel and the US dis-
rupted shipping through the 
Strait of  Hormuz, to 435.08 
thousand tonnes in March. Al-
though imports dipped mar-
ginally to 385.99 thousand 
tonnes in April, they surged to 
629.57 thousand tonnes in May, 
722.05 thousand tonnes in June 

and 912.39 thousand 
tonnes in July. In 

contrast, LPG 
imports from 
Gulf  countries 
d e c l i n e d 
sharply during 

the same period.
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Tata Sons remains in upper-layer 
NBFC list; no clarity on listing yet
Pvt sector upper-layer NBFCs are required to list on exchanges within 3 years of classification

B e n n  K o c h u v e e d a n  @ Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of  India 
(RBI) has retained Tata Sons in 
the list of  upper-layer non-bank-
ing financial companies (NBFC-
UL), saying the company’s ap-
plication to surrender its NBFC 
licence, submitted in August 
2024, is still under examination. 
The decision prolongs uncer-
tainty over the holding compa-
ny’s listing plans, which Tata 
Group has sought to avoid.

“Inclusion of  Tata Sons in the 
list of  NBFC-UL is without prej-
udice to the outcome of  its ap-
plication for de-registration, 
which is under examination,” 
the RBI said on Thursday while 
updating the list. The number 
of  upper-layer NBFCs has risen 
to 17 from 15 in the previous list 
released in January 2025.

The central bank reiterated 
that once an NBFC is classified 
as an NBFC-UL, it remains sub-
ject to enhanced regulatory re-
quirements for at least five 

years, even if  it fails to meet the 
qualifying criteria in subse-
quent years. Under RBI regula-
tions, private sector NBFCs 
classified as upper-layer entities 
are required to list on stock ex-
changes within three years of  
their classification.

In June, Noel Tata, chairman 
of  Tata Trusts, which owns 
66.4% of  Tata Sons, wrote to the 
RBI opposing any potential list-
ing. He argued that listing the 
holding company could alter its 
long-term character and under-

mine the philanthropic objec-
tives of  the trusts. To comply 
with the earlier framework is-
sued in October 2022, Tata Sons 
had repaid all its debt by March 
2024 in an attempt to avoid a 
mandatory listing by September 
2025. It subsequently applied for 
cancellation of  its NBFC-CIC 
registration in August 2024.

The issue has become increas-
ingly contentious within the 
Tata ecosystem. Opposition to 
listing Tata Sons is understood 
to have figured prominently in 

internal discussions, including 
those surrounding Tata Group 
chairman N. Chandrasekaran’s 
reappointment for a third term. 
His current tenure ends in Feb-
ruary. Tata Sons is scheduled to 
hold its annual general meeting 
on August 18.

The expanded list of  NBFC-
UL also reflects the RBI’s deci-
sion in April to include eligible 
government-owned NBFCs in 
the upper layer under its owner-
s h i p - n e u t r a l  re g u l at o r y 
approach. 

On the fence
1 	NBFC-UL is subject to more 

regulatory requirements

2 	Listing to alter Tata Sons’ 
character, Noel Tata argues

3 	RBI includes govt-owned 
NBFCs in upper layer

4 	Issue becomes contentious 
within Tata ecosystems

D i g i ta l  pay m e n t Govt to further 
rationalise 
customs duty 
in Budget: FM
ENS    E c o n o m i c  B u r e a u  @ New Delhi

The government is likely to an-
nounce further customs tariff  
rationalisation in the Union 
Budget for 2027-28 as part of  its 
effort to simplify India’s tariff  
structure and facilitate trade, Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman said on Thursday.

Speaking at the CD Deshmukh 
Lecture 2026, organised by 
NCAER, Sitharaman said the 
government would continue its 
exercise of  pruning customs du-
ties and reducing the number of  
tariff  slabs.

“There is progress being 
made. Maybe by the Budget of  
2027-28, I would be able to say 
that, barring a few items, we 
have rationalised it. Even bar-
ring 13 items, it will come to sin-
gle digit. We will keep it up,” she 
said in response to a question on 
the govern-
ment’s cus-
toms tariff  
roadmap.

In the Un-
ion Budget 
2026-27, the 
g o v e r n -
ment had 
unveiled a 
series of  measures to streamline 
the customs duty structure, with 
the objective of  substantially 
simplifying the tariff  regime by 
2027-28.

The Budget rationalised cus-
toms duties by withdrawing sev-
eral long-standing exemptions, 
simplifying the tariff  structure 
and recalibrating import duties 
across sectors to support domes-
tic manufacturing while reduc-
ing cost disadvantages for Indi-
an producers. It also removed 
customs duty exemptions on 
items that are already manufac-
tured in India or where imports 
are negligible. 

“To continue weeding out 
long-continuing customs duty 
exemptions, I propose to remove 
certain exemptions on items 
which are being manufactured 
in India or where the imports 
are negligible,” Sitharaman had 
said in her Budget speech.

P u s h p i ta  D e y  @ New Delhi

With the Opposition rais-
ing concerns over the possi-
bility of  charges on UPI 
transactions, Finance Min-
ister Nirmala Sitharaman 
on Thursday clarified that 
end-users and consumers 
will not bear any burden.

Parliament on Thursday 
passed the Taxation and 
Other Laws (Amendment) 
Bill, 2026, which, among oth-
er changes, amends the Pay-
ment and Settlement Sys-
tems Act, 2007. The Bill 
removes the statutory provi-
sion mandating a zero Mer-
chant Discount Rate (MDR) 
on UPI and RuPay debit card 
transactions since 2020, trig-
gering speculation that free 
UPI transactions could come 
to an end.

However, responding to a 
social media post by Con-
gress leader Jairam Ramesh, 
Sitharaman clarified that 
the Merchant Discount Rate 
(MDR) is levied on mer-
chants, not on end-
users or customers.

“It (the levy of  a 
fee) will support 
banks and fintechs 
to invest more in in-
frastructure, innovation 
and security. All users of  
UPI will reap the benefits of  
this investment,” the finance 
minister said.

She also clarified that the 
UPI Services Steering Com-
mittee, headed by the Na-
tional Payments Corpora-
tion of  India (NPCI), is yet to 
take a decision on the MDR 
framework. The decision 
will be taken only after the 
enactment of  the Taxation 
and Other Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2026, which 
amends Section 10A of  the 
Payment and Settlement 
Systems Act, 2007.

The clarification came af-
ter Jairam Ramesh claimed 

that the Bill “paves the way 
for imposing a mer-

chant discount rate 
(MDR), which could 
easily be applied in 
the future to all types 
of  digital payments. 

The burden of  this 
will ultimately fall on 

ordinary people, who may 
now have to pay even for us-
ing UPI.” Apart from the 
changes to the payments law, 
the Bill introduces signifi-
cant relaxations for offshore 
investment funds. It also 
grants tax exemptions to for-
eign companies supplying 
capital goods, equipment 
and tooling to Indian con-
tract manufacturers in the 
electronics sector.

Meanwhile, Sitharaman 
also introduced the Appro-
priation (No. 3) Bill, 2026 in 
the Lok Sabha on Thursday. 
The Rajya Sabha later re-
turned the Bill to the Lok 
Sabha after consideration. 

It (the levy of a fee) will support 
banks and fintechs to invest more 
in infrastructure, innovation and 
security. All users of UPI will reap 

the benefits of this investment

Nirmala Sitharaman, finance minister

No charges on 
UPI end-users, 

says Sitharaman

AI boosts startups’ revenue with smaller teams
Pa d m i n i  D h r u v a r a j  @ Bengaluru

Artificial intelligence is en-
abling startups to generate 
higher revenue with smaller 
teams while changing hiring, 
engineering and product roles, 
said Marc Manara, head of  glo-
bal Startups, Venture Capital 
and Private Equity teams at 
OpenAI, adding that AI models 
are likely to become significant-
ly cheaper over the next year. 

Speaking at FutureLab: 
Building Defensible AI Com-
panies, organised by Newton 
School of  Technology on 
Thursday, Manara said one of  
the biggest changes he has 
seen among startups is that 
teams are becoming smaller 
while using AI across different 
parts of  the business.

“I met a team last week that’s 
eight people doing tens of  mil-
lions in revenue, and they’re 
using a lot more AI to run the 
business,” he said. “Yes, on the 

engineering side, but also how 
they do interviewing, hiring, 
how they’re doing customer 
support... they’re trying to 
build agents to offset what 
would have been a headcount.” 
Manara also said AI is chang-
ing the way software teams are 
organised, with traditional 
roles beginning to overlap. He 
said startups are hiring fewer 

product managers while engi-
neers are taking on more prod-
uct responsibilities.

“Most people agree that 
product managers and engi-
neers as a role are blending, 
and engineers are doing prod-
uct work more and more, and 
product managers are ship-
ping code,” he said.

Manara added that many 

startups are also creating dedi-
cated AI engineering teams fo-
cused on model evaluation and 
model selection, describing it 
as a specialised skill set.

Another role gaining impor-
tance is the forward deploy-
ment engineer, who works 
closely with enterprise cus-
tomers to help implement AI 
systems. Manara said OpenAI 
has invested in such teams be-
cause many companies want 
to use AI but lack the expertise 
to apply it to their own work-
flows. “It’s probably one of  the 
hottest job titles right now in 
Silicon Valley,” he said.

Manara also said he expects 
the cost of  using current AI 
models to continue falling over 
time, making advanced AI ca-
pabilities more affordable for 
developers. “I think you can 
pretty safely bet that the cost of  
current intelligence, even the 
current frontier intelligence, 
will come down,” he said. 

I met a team last week that’s eight people doing tens of millions in 
revenue, and they’re using a lot more artificial intelligence to run the 
business —Marc Manara, head of global Startups, VC and PE teams, OpenAI

Meta team in touch with 
govt on algorithm issues

US becomes largest LPG 
supplier to India in July

R a k e s h  K u m a r  @ New Delhi

The Centre on Thursday said Meta’s technical 
team will continue talks with its officials on is-
sues related to alleged algorithmic bias and oth-
er technical concerns, even after Meta’s chief  
global affairs officer Joel Kaplan leaves India.

As per government sources, Kaplan is sched-
uled to leave India on Thursday, but Meta’s 
technical team will continue engaging with the 
government’s technology teams. The sources 
said, all social media platforms, including X 
and others, must comply with Indian laws.

“We are a constitutional democracy. The rule 
of  law is paramount. Platforms operating in 
India can’t function as per the US Constitution 
or the Constitution of  Europe. They have to 
function according to the Constitution of  
India and the laws of  India,” said the 
sources. Meta officials were summoned 
by the government after the company 
briefly removed a Facebook post by 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, as 
well as over issues related to child 
sexual abuse material (CSAM) on 
Instagram, deepfake content.

Milky Mist cuts public offer size after  
Temasek deal, IPO launch next week
B e n n  K o c h u v e e d a n  @ Mumbai

Tamil Nadu-based premium 
dairy products brand Milky 
Mist Dairy Food and the Guru-
gram-based logistics frim 
Shiprocket are hitting the pri-
mary capital markets next week 
with a combiuned issue size of  
`3,170.5 crore.

Both the issues are downsized 
from the initial filing, with the 
Sebi and both the issues are 
opening from August 11 and 12, 
respectively, the companies told 
reporters at their respective 
roadshows here on Thursday.

While the IPO of  Milky Mist, 
founded by Sathishkumar T and 
Anitha S, is `1,553 crore com-
prising fresh issue of  `1,428 

crore and an offer for sale of  up 
to ̀ 125 crore, taking the total is-
sue size to `1,553 crore. Earlier, 
Milky Mist had planned to mo-
bilise `2,035 crore through its 
maiden public offering, accord-
ing to its draft papers. But after 
a pre-IPO deal with Temasek, 
the issue has been downsized.

The Milky Mist IPO is poised 
to be the largest by a domestic 

dairy company, with a post-is-
sue market valuation of  around 
`10,800 crore and the issue is 
price at `133-140 and th issue is 
opens on August 11. Listed peers 
in the sector include Parag Milk 
Foods, Hatsun Agro Product 
and Dodla Dairy.

Milky Mist specialises in val-
ue-added dairy products like pa-
neer, cheese, curd, yogurt, but-
ter, ghee and ice cream, among 
other products and does not op-
erate in the liquid milk 
segment.

Milky Mist had raised `482 
crore in pre-IPO funding for a 
5.16% stake in April and May 
from Jongsong Investments, an 
indirect wholly-owned subsidi-
ary of  Temasek Holdings.

Ar  s h a d  K h a n  @ New Delhi

The share of  alternative-fuel 
vehicles (CNG 24.67%, Hybrid 
8.02%, EV 7.90%) in total pas-
senger vehicle sales hit a high 
of  40.59% in July 2026, 
within 1.09 percentage 
points of  petrol ’s 
41.68%, a gap that stood 
at 13.21 percentage 
points only a year ago, 
as per July registration 
data released by dealer 
body FADA on Thursday. 

Industry experts and execu-
tives had earlier cited that con-
sumers’ preference for alterna-
tive fuel was due to a sharp rise 
in petrol prices in the wake of  
the West Asia crisis. 

The Federation of  Automo-
bile Dealers Associations 
(FADA), however, also cited the 
shift to growing concern around 
the E20 fuel. 

“Passenger Vehicle retails 
came in at 4,16,555 units, 

up 19.13% YoY — the 
first time PV has 
crossed the 4-lakh mark 
in a July — though 
1.68% lower MoM. The 

Bharat-led character 
deepened, with Rural PV 

growing 24.72% YoY against Ur-
ban’s 15.76%. Dealers credited 
GST 2.0 affordability, new 
launches and scheme support 
— 44.05% said OEM schemes 
supported July bookings — even 
as consumer hesitation around 

the E20 transition nudged buy-
ers towards CNG, hybrids and 
EVs,” said FADA Vice President 
Sai Giridhar. 

The rollout of  E20 fuel (petrol 
blended with 20% ethanol) 
much before the expected time-
line has sparked debate among 
people. This has given rise to 
concerns over reduced mileage, 
potential engine corrosion from 
moisture and chloride contami-
nation, and unavailability of  
pure petrol options for older, 
non-compatible vehicles. 

India’s overall retail vehicle 
sales hit a high of  25,91,138 units 
in July 2026, up 25.89% YoY.  
This was the first month in his-
tory where all six categories 
posted their best-ever July. 

LIC net profit 
soars 23% to 
`13,492 crore

Q1 results

Sebi takes up 402 
investigations in FY26 
New Delhi: Capital markets 
regulator Sebi took up 402 cases 
for investigation during 2025-26 
for various violations of securities 
laws, including insider trading, 
market manipulation and financial 
statement fraud, as per its latest 
annual report. Of the total cases 
taken up, the regulator completed 
investigations in 338 cases during 
the financial year. ENS

Coal supply for power 
sector sufficient in July 
New Delhi: The government  
on Thursday said coal supply for 
power sector in July remained 
comfortable, with total stocks of 
about 148 million tonne - enough 
to meet 62 days of consumption - 
supported by growth in output, 
despatch and receipts. As of 
August 4, stock at thermal power 
plants stood at 34.55 MT. ENS

E x p r ess    r e a d F u e l l i n g  s h i ft

‘Must 
comply with 
Indian law’
Govt sources 
said, all  
social media 
platforms, 
including X and 
others, must 
comply with 
Indian laws. 
Meta officials 
were summoned 
it removed a FB 
post by PM Modi
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EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION
A walk-in Interview is scheduled to be held on 17th August 2026 
onwards, for contractual recruitment for a period of 11 (eleven) 
months which may be extended as decided by the State Government 
in the various categories post(s) i.e. Principal, Professor, Associate 
Professor, Assistant Professor and Consultants (teachers of the 
clinical subjects) in different disciplines of The Tripura Government 
Ayurvedic Medical College and Hospital, Udaipur, Gomati, Tripura.
The detailed advertisement, including subject-wise vacancies, 
reservation, eligibility criteria, qualifications, experience, age limit, 
selection procedure, pay and allowances, application format,  
terms & conditions, and interview schedule, is available on  
the official website: https://dme.tripura.gov.in. Candidates are 
requested to visit the website and download the application form.
This notification is issued as per approval of the competent 
authority of Health & Family Welfare department, Government  
of Tripura.

Sd/-
I/C, Director

Directorate of Medical Education
Government of TripuraICA/D/719/26
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IT ALWAYS SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE UNTIL IT’S  
DONE � NELSON MANDELA

IF YOU’RE  
GOING THROUGH 

HELL, KEEP 
GOING

WINSTON CHURCHILL



OFFICE OF THE
SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER 

ELECTRICAL CIRCLE (R&B)
NIRMAN SOUDHA BHUBANESWAR

E-mail seec.bbsr2010@gmail.com
Bid Identification No.S.E.E.C (R&B) 26/2026-27

No 3660 / Date 03.08.2026
34001/593/2627 : The Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle (R&B) 
Odisha, Bhubaneswar on behalf of the Governor of Odisha invites per-
centage rate bids for E. I. works which are to be received through online 
bidding, double cover system as detailed in : https://tendersorissa.gov.
in. The details of bid documents will be available in the above website 
from dt. 11.08.2026 at 05.00 P.M. to dt.28.08.2026 up to 05.00 P.M. 
The bidders must possess compatible Digital Signature Certificate of 
Class II or III. Bids received online shall be opened dt. 29.08.2026 at 
11.30 A.M. in the Office of the Superintending Engineer, Electrical Circle 
(R&B) Odisha, Bhubaneswar. Further details can be seen from the e-
procurement portal www.tendersorissa.gov.in.

Addendum / Corrigendum if required, will be available only in the 
Website.

Sd/- Superintending Engineer
OIPR- 34001/34006/1/26-27/0028 Electrical Circle (R&B) Odisha, BBSR
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Two members of the Iranian women’s football team who claimed 
asylum in Australia in March have been granted citizenship. Fatemeh 
Pasandideh and Atefeh Ramezanisadeh said on Thursday that 
Immigration Minister Tony Burke swore them in the day before at a 
citizenship ceremony in their Australian home city of Brisbane. 

Australia grants citizenship 
to two Iranian footballers

Aim to improve across formats: Smaran

E X P R E S S  R E A D

C H A N D R A  P R A B H U  @ Chennai

R SMARAN’S rise as a cricket-
er in recent years has been 
well-documented. From the 
time he got twin centuries in 
the 2025 Ranji Trophy season – 
which was his first – all the 
talks were on whether he could 
continue that form. But he 
showed that he is here to stay in 
the 2026 season. 

The left-hander batter from 
Bengaluru was at front and 
centre of  Karnataka’s first 
Ranji Trophy final appearance 
in 11 years by being the highest 
run scorer that season with 950 
runs. But in his ultimate pur-
suit of  an India cap across for-
mats, his preparation during 
the off-season has become ever 
so important. 

With the calendar slowly eat-
ing up time to prepare, Smaran 
believed that whatever time is 
there, it needs to be used opti-
mally. He works with his child-
hood coach Syed Zabiulla, who 
he calls part of  his ‘family.’ “We 
have a very short off-season as 
we head into the (new) season.  
Because you get back from the 

IPL and then you have your 
own state leagues. And then, 
the Duleep Trophy.  So, you 
have only one and a half  
months for you to actually work 
on your game. That period be-
comes extremely important, to 
add new technical skills or a 
small mindset change that can 
help you score more runs than 
the previous domestic season. 
In the practice sessions, you 
have to ensure that you switch 
fast from red-ball to white-ball. 

Each format has its own de-
mands,” he told this daily.

He further explained the im-
portance of  using the most out 
of  the short time between tour-
naments and does not complain 
about the lack of  time. “We 
have gotten used to having 
short off-seasons. If  there was 
no IPL, then you would have a 
very long off-season. I feel that 
everyone has gotten adjusted to 
the schedule. I don’t think any-
thing is going to change that 
and if  not, the IPL is only going 
to get longer than this. So as 
players we have to automati-
cally adjust to the schedule and 
ensure that we utilise the off-
season time in the most optimal 
way,” he said. 

With the Duleep Trophy set 
to begin at the BCCI’s CoE in 
Bengaluru later this month, 
the southpaw is going to take it 
as another cricket match. For 
the second consecutive year, 
the 23-year-old has been roped 
into the South Zone team.  “The 
preparation becomes very im-
portant. Heading into the tour-
nament, you are playing direct-
ly in the semifinals. We don’t 

know which opposition we are 
going to play. But I have played 
in that ground before. So, hope-
fully, I can get some good prepa-
ration. The match is just an ex-
tension of  what you do at 
practice so, the more practice 
the better,” he said. 

With a new season, Smaran 
aims to keep expectations on 
the side, and try to enjoy the 
game.  “I feel the more expecta-
tions you have, the more pres-
sure you put on yourself. So, 
ensuring that you actually take 
it game by game and enjoying 
the process of  playing for your 
state and having that pride for 
playing for whichever team you 
are playing for is what I am fo-
cusing on,” he said.  One of  the 
key goals he has set for is to 
stay at the top of  the scoring 
charts in the Ranji Trophy, 
again. “I don’t think anybody 
has done it before where it’s 
been back-to-back years. It’s a 
very tough task to do but it’s 
not impossible. Hopefully, this 
year I can score even more 
runs. The goal this year also is 
to score 1000 runs,” he said.
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

R Smaran of Karnataka

Arshad Nadeem

E N S / A G E N C I E S 

EUROPEAN football’s govern-
ing body has not changed it 
stance to boycott FIFA competi-
tions despite FIFA apologizing 
for its failed plan to sell stakes 
in the World Cup. UEFA on 
Thursday reiterated that it had 
lost confidence in FIFA 
president Gianni Infan-
tino and said conditions 
to withdraw its boycott 
threat had not been 
met. “UEFA’s associa-
tions were very clear 
about the conditions at-
tached to the non participation 
in FIFA competitions,” it said in 
a statement. “First, the propos-
als to sell off  the major competi-
tions had to be withdrawn and 
secondly, assurances have to be 
made that such attempts to dis-

figure the game in this way will 
never be made again. “These 
conditions have not been met. In 
addition, UEFA made it abun-
dantly clear in it’s statement on 
Saturday that it has lost confi-
dence in Gianni Infantino’s 
presidency. That position 
holds.”   

FIFA and Infantino tried 
to present a united front 
following a high-level 
summit in Morocco on 
Wednesday when it an-
nounced the president 

had the full support of  
those in attendance. The 

world governing body also apol-
ogized to the FIFA council and 
member associations for errors 
and committed to “ensure they 
do not happen again.” 

B u t  U E FA  r e m a i n e d 
dissatisfied.

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E

CONTRARY to reports over the 
All India Football Federation’s 
(AIFF) consideration to pull out 
of  the FIFA ASEAN Cup for the 
historic Brazil friendly, the 
AIFF’s executive committee de-
cided to field separate squads 
for both the matches. 

Recently, the AIFF and the 
Brazillian football federation 
(CBF) had confirmed that India 
and Brazil will play a interna-
tional friendly in Kolkata on 
October 3. However, On the 
same day, the tournament set to 
be played with South East Asia 
n teams concludes. “The AIFF 
will formally notify FIFA that 
India will participate in both 
competitions by fielding sepa-
rate squads for the match 
against Brazil and the FIFA 
ASEAN Cup,” the body said in 
a statement after the ExCo met 
in Delhi on Thursday. 

UEFA still maintains 
FIFA boycott threat

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E

OLYMPIC champion Arshad 
Nadeem has had a horrendous 
time after failing to register a 
decent throw at the Common-
wealth Games and crashing out 
with a 77.41m in Glasgow. He 
finished ninth and was shadow 
of  his 92.93m throw at the Paris 
Olympic final in 2024. 

The Pakistan javelin thrower 
has been struggling ever since 
with injuries and seems to have 
not recovered until now. Na-
deem had to face a backlash 
back home after the debacle 
and even his federation appar-
ently distanced itself  from him. 
However, Nadeem was forced to 
clarify his position through a 
press conference where he re-
portedly said that no athlete 
would want to lose on his own. 

“No athlete would want to 
not perform,” he said during an 
interaction. “I wanted to give 
my best but could not. I had 
prepared tirelessly for this 
competition staying in Paki-
stan. Here it is warm but in 
Glasgow it was cold.” The run 
up is crucial to his throw and 
Nadeem said that because of  
the conditions he was not able 
to get it right. “You may have 
seen in many of  my previous 
competitions that my run-up is 
usually very smooth, but this 
time it wasn’t because my body 
had become stiff  due to the cold 
conditions. My fitness was good 
and my health was fine,” he re-
portedly said. Sri Lanka’s 
Rumesh Pathirage won gold 
with 89.75m throw.

Pak’s Nadeem 
breaks silence 
after CWG 
debacle

AIFF to field two 
teams on Oct 3

A G E N C I E S  @ Toronto

COCO Gauff  understands the 
reasoning behind the WTA 
Tour’s newly introduced gene-
testing policy. What the two-
time Grand Slam champion 
doesn’t favor is how politicized 
the discussion becomes in gen-
erating what Gauff  called, “an-
imosity” towards the trans 
community. 

To her, the topic requires a 
more nuanced conversation, 
which is why Gauff  provided 
what she called a nuanced an-
swer, in speaking to reporters 
at the Canadian Open in Toron-
to following her opening-match 
win over Kayla Day on Wednes-
day. “So, yes, I guess I kind of  
agree with trying to protect the 
fairness in women’s sports. But 
I also do not like the attack that 
it is creating,” Gauff  said. “Peo-
ple who don’t really care, but 
just want to use this as a reason 
to attack the trans community 
- so I’m not really a big fan of  
that either.” 

Her comments come in re-
sponse to the Women’s Tennis 
Association last month intro-
ducing one-off  mandatory 

gene-testing for all players as a 
requirement to compete at the 
2028 Los Angeles Olympics. 
Players are being tested for the 
SRY gene, a segment of  DNA 
typically found on the Y chro-
mosome that initiates male sex 
development in utero and indi-
cates the presence of  testes. It 
remained unclear how many, if  
any, transgender women are 
competing at the Olympic level, 
let alone the WTA Tour. The 
WTA said the policy distin-
guishes between biological sex 
and gender identity.

‘Gene-testing fine but 
creating animosity isn’t’

Coco Gauff

Squash: Suraj wins singles title
MUMBAI: Suraj Kumar Chand won India’s first 

men’s singles gold at the FISU World 
University Championship Squash in 16 years, 

on Thursday. Suraj of the hosts Somaiya 
Vidyavihar University defeated Hungary’s 

Benedek Takacs 5-11, 11-8, 11-5, 6-11, 11-4 in a 
final. Spain’s Marta Dominguez Fernandez 

retained the women’s singles title.

Bodoland FC defeat FC1 3-0   
GUWAHATI: Bodoland FC bounced back from 

their opening match defeat to NorthEast 
United with a commanding 3-0 win over FC1 
in a Group F fixture of the Durand Cup at the 
Indira Gandhi Athletic Stadium on Thursday. 
Robinson Rendon (57’), Rituraj Mohan (78’), 

and Aron Thapa (82’) were amongst the 
goalscorers for Bodoland FC. 

U20 Worlds: 3 Indians in final 
EUGENE: Javelin throwers Ashish Yadav and T 
Dharanidharan along with discus thrower 
Amanat Kamboj qualified for the final rounds 
in the opening day at the World Athletics U20 
Championships. Yadav topped the men’s 
javelin Group A qualification round with a 
throw of 69.87m Dharanidharan took the last 
spot overall with a throw of 68.07m.

Not just players, even fans will have memorable time: BAI secretary
I N D R A N E E L  D A S  @ Chennai

ONLY seven months after the 
controversial India Open in 
January, India is set to hosts one 
of  the biggest badminton tour-
naments, World Championships 
at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Sta-
dium. Bird-dropping, ‘hazard-
ous’ air quality to a monkey 
sauntering into the stadium... 
all such discourse dominated 
more than the action in the mid-
dle at the start of  the year. Play-
ers, especially from abroad, 
commented on the issues plagu-
ing the tournament.

One such comment that did 
the rounds was from Danish 

shuttler Anders Antonsen who 
said he withdrew from the tour-
nament because of  hazardous 
air quality. Antonsen has en-
tered this competition begin-
ning from August 17 and will be 
in Delhi after missing three In-
dia Opens. Of  course, the air 
quality will be much better than 
the winter because of  the mon-
soon. Yet the organizers would 
love to have him at the World 
Championships.

“We would love to host him,” 
said Sanjay Mishra, general sec-
retary of  Badminton Associa-
tion of  India (BAI). “We would 
want him here so that he sees 
first-hand the playing condi-

tions. It’s very good 
right now.”

The Sports Authori-
ty of  India, the custo-
dian of  the Indira 
Gandhi Indoor Stadi-
um in New Delhi and 
the Badminton Asso-
ciation had taken quite 
a flack in January but 
as they gear up to host 
badminton’s biggest 
tournament, they are positive 
things will be much better this 
time. 

It will not be restricted to 
players alone but even to the 
fans. Mishra said that water-
proofing to new paint and 

chairs, the entire in-
door stadium has seen 
a major overhaul. 
“The BWF officials 
had come for inspec-
tion and they are satis-
fied with the upkeep 
of  the stadium,” 
Mishra told this daily. 
“All issues have been 
addressed and I am 
sure we will be hosting 

m e m o r a b l e  w o r l d 
championships.” 

Mishra said that the sports 
ministry and SAI have taken all 
efforts to refurbish the stadium 
including the rest rooms and 
façade.

It is not restricted to playing 
conditions alone. Mishra re-
vealed that fans also will be tak-
en care of. Since it is monsoon, 
there will be umbrellas right at 
the main entry gate of  the sta-
dium and fans can use it and de-
posit at the entrance of  the sta-
dium. “We will have facilities 
where fans and players can keep 
their umbrellas,” he said. “If  a 
spectator wants to come from 
the main gate and it is raining, 
then we will provide an umbrel-
la which he can use up to the 
entrance. There will be a booth 
for keeping the umbrella. If  he 
is bringing his own umbrella, 
he can deposit it there. He will 

get a token against it. He can 
take it while going back. Apart 
from this, there will be shades/
pagodas every 40-50 metres so 
that people can take cover if  
there is rain.” For fans there 
will be designated areas where 
there will be a number of  activi-
ties for their engagement. “We 
want them to engage and spend 
time there,” Mishra said. “There 
will be giant screens too. If  
someone has to while away two-
three hours, they can do it with-
out coming out of  the venue. 
Enjoy the activities, food and 
watch the match together.”

As for India players at the 
competition, it will be a big ad-

vantage for them playing in 
front of  their home crowd. “For 
any player it is better if  they are 
playing at their home ground in 
front of  their home crowd,” 
Mishra said. “That support will 
be very valuable for them. What 
augurs well for India is that now 
PV Sindhu is back in form. Lak-
shya Sen can beat any top player 
on any given day. We all know 
what Satwiksairaj (Rankireddy) 
and Chirag (Shetty) are capable 
of  during big competitions.”

He felt the world champion-
ships will also help India in 
their build up for the Asian 
Games in September. 
 Full story: newindianexpress.com

Sanjay Mishra

F I R O Z  M I R Z A  @ Chennai

LEFT-ARM wrist spinner Kul-
deep Yadav made his Test debut 
in March 2017. Only a couple of  
years later, former India coach 
Ravi Shastri termed him India’s 
premier overseas spinner fol-
lowing his breathtaking 5/99 
against Australia in Sydney. De-
spite being rated so highly by 
his coach, Test matches have 
been few and far between for the 
Uttar Pradesh tweaker in the 
last nine years.

Since his debut nine years 
ago, India played 88 Tests — 39 
at home and 47 away apart from 
featuring in two matches at neu-
tral venues. Kuldeep, on the con-
trary, featured in 18 of  them so 
far. Those numbers reflect his 
arduous journey in Tests.

From being hailed as the pri-
mary overseas spinner to play-
ing bare minimum matches, the 
Chinaman from Kanpur has 
missed more matches than be-
ing part of  them. Last year, In-
dia played 10 Tests and Kuldeep 
featured in just four. The previ-
ous year before last, he was in 
the playing XI of  five matches 
out of  15 played by his team. 
More recently, he was part of  
the team that toured Ireland 
and England for 10-white ball 
matches but didn’t get a game 
despite an injury to spin all-
rounder Washington Sundar.

Kapil Pandey, Kuldeep’s child-
hood coach from Kanpur, how-
ever, feels the two-Test series in 
Sri Lanka starting on August 15 
could be a golden opportunity 
for his ward to cement his spot 
in the playing XI. “I would say he 
should look at the positive aspect 
rather than thinking about the 
matches he missed. Sri Lanka 
are expected to prepare spin 
tracks for the two matches and 
Kuldeep is the only specialist 
spinner in the squad. So it’s an 
opportunity for him to once 
again announce to the world that 
he is the best spinner the coun-
try has,” Pandey told this daily.

India have been unbeaten in 
the Island nation in bilateral 
Test series since their 1-2 loss in 
2008. They have toured Sri Lan-
ka thrice and had drawn a se-
ries 1-1 (2010) and won the re-
maining two (2015: 2-1, 2017: 3-0). 
Spinners ruled the roost in 
these three tours with R Ashwin 
turning out to be the leading 
wicket taker in the last two se-
ries. Amit Mishra complement-
ed him well in 2015 while it was 

FINALLY, 
KULDEEP 

MAY HAVE 
THE  BALL 

Ravindra Jadeja in the next. 
Most importantly, primarily 
spinners from either side shone 
bright every time India toured 
Sri Lanka except the first series 
played in 1985. 

Given Indian batters’ recent 
struggles against spinners, Sri 
Lanka are expected to roll out 
turning tracks. It will start with 
the first match in Galle, where 
the wicket is expected to dete-
riorate after the first three days. 
Pandey believed such tracks 
would be the most suitable for 
Kuldeep to spin a web around 
Lankan batters. “The captain 
and his bowlers can play a big 
part in this. If  a few bowlers can 
bowl from round the stump in 
the latter stages of  the contest 
then it can create foot marks 
which Kuldeep can exploit bril-

India captain Shubman Gill 
suffered an injury scare when he 
was hit in the hand during slip 
catching practice at training in 
Colombo on Thursday. Though 
there is no official word on the 
matter, multiple visuals and 
report from Colombo indicate he 
was hit twice, first during the 
batting session in the thumb and 
then during slip catch training. 
However, he seemed fine and 
continued with training.

Sonal Dinusha will lead the 
15-member Sri Lanka Cricket 
(SLC) XI squad in the three-day 
warm-up match against India at 
the NCC Grounds on Friday. Apart 
from Dinusha, prominent players 
like Lahiru Kumara, Vishwa 
Fernando, off-spinner Ramesh 
Mendis, and Nishan Madushka are 
also part of the squad. 

INJURY SCARE

DINUSHA TO LEAD 

SPINNERS ON TOP

31-year-old from 
Kanpur could be 

India’s potent weapon 
on turning tracks in SL

India vs SLC XI, three-day warm-up
Live on Sony Sports Network from 10 AM

liantly. His balls will go away 
from right handers and on Day 
4 and 5, he can be unplayable. 
But again, I strongly believe he 
is the best spinner in the coun-
try right now.”

County stint
Amid all hues and cries over his 
omission from playing XI, the 
31-year-old bowler signed a 
maiden County stint with York-
shire County Cricket Club and 
fulfilled his 50-over commit-
ments with a strong show. In his 
five 50-over matches, he claimed 
nine wickets. The coach said the 
stint with Yorkshire is going to 
be a confidence booster. “Play-
ing County cricket has never 
been our goal but yes a few good 
outings there always give a play-
er a lot of  confidence.”

 Except India’s first bilateral Test 
series in Sri Lanka, spinners 
always topped the wicket takers’ 
table. 

 India have played eight such 
series in Sri Lanka and in 2008, all 
the top-three wicket takers were 
tweakers.

 R Ashwin occupied the slot in 
the last two series (2015 and 
2017) with Amit Mishra and 
Ravindra Jadeja placed second in 
the first and second series 
respectively.

Ronak in Asiad squad after Deepanshu’s dope ban
F I R O Z  M I R Z A  @ Chennai

NOT long ago wrestler Ronak 
Dahiya had suffered twin set-
backs. The first one was when 
he lost the final bout in the 
130kg weight category against 
Deepanshu during the selec-
tion trials of  Greco-Roman 
wrestlers thus missing out on a 
berth in the Indian team for the 
2026 Asian Games. A day later, 
his father Jaibir Singh, a 
former wrestler, was served a 
show-cause notice for conflict 
of  interest by the Wrestling 
Federation of  India for assum-
ing the role of  his son’s coach 
despite being appointed as a 
referee in the event.

Ronak, probably the only in-
ternational wrestler in the 
country to wrestle in both styles, 
later got selected in the freestyle 

national squad for UWW tour-
naments. But it was nowhere 
close to the Asian Games. Gear-
ing up for the U20 World Cham-
pionships scheduled in Bratisl-
ava, Slovakia from August 16 to 
23, Ronak received a pleasant 
surprise when he was named in 
the Asiad-bound squad. As 
Deepanshu, the wrestler who 
defeated him in the final, was 
removed from the list for doping 
violation, Ronak made it to the 
team by virtue of  being second 
in the trials.

“Yes we have replaced Deep-
anshu with Ronak in the Asian 
Games squad. Anyway his 
name was already there in the 
long list. This is Deepanshu’s 
second dope offence and he is 
facing a long eight-year ban,” a 
WFI official said.

The call from WFI came as a 

breath of  fresh air for Jaibir, 
who lost his mother a few days 
ago. “My mother suffered a 
heart attack and passed away 
on her way to the hospital. The 
mourning is still going on but 
Ronak’s inclusion in the Asian 

Games squad is a pleasant news 
amid grief,” Jaibir said.

However, the inclusion also 
posed a big challenge before Ro-
nak as the U20 Worlds is only a 
few days ago where he will be 
competing in 125kg weight cat-
egory in freestyle. “So far, his 
name is there in the U20 Worlds 
team. Importantly, he is part of  
the national camp training in 
both styles. But again we will 
follow whatever instructions 
we receive from the WFI. No 
doubt, Asian Games holds more 
importance,” the father said. 
Wrestlers selected for the Asian 
Games are scheduled to fly out 
of  the country for training-
cum-exposure tour soon. With 
the teams expected to head to 
their respective destinations in 
the next few days, Ronak has to 
take a call soon.

Jaibir  Singh with his son Ronak 



What is Meta’s
Muse Code

and why is  
it important?

M
ark Zuckerberg-led Meta has 
launched Muse Code (beta), a new 
artificial intelligence (AI) coding 
tool powered by its latest AI model, 
Muse Spark 1.2. According to the 
company, unlike AI chatbots that 

generate code based on 
prompts, Muse Code is de-

signed to handle software 
development tasks with 
limited human inter-
vention. Meta said the 
tool can understand a 
large software project, 
plan the work, write 
code, run tests and fix 

errors before delivering 
the final result. The launch 

marks the company’s push 
towards AI agents that can 

perform tasks instead of  
simply responding to 

prompts.

Samsung launches I-Day  
campaign ‘Big Bespoke AI Fest’
Samsung India has launched its Independence Day 
campaign, ‘The Big Bespoke AI Fest’, offering discounts, 
cashback and financing benefits on its AI-powered home 
appliances. The campaign will run till August 15. As part of 
the campaign, the company is offering cashback of up to 
`19,470 on select Bespoke AI appliances, marking the year 
India attained Independence. Customers can also avail ex-
tended warranty benefits under Samsung Care+, including 
an additional year of warranty and two extra years free on 
select refrigerators and washing machines. Samsung said 
its AI-powered refrigerators, washing machines and washer-
dryer combinations are designed to simplify everyday 
household tasks such as grocery management and laundry. 
The company is also offering flexible financing options 
through Samsung Finance+, including zero down payment.

Note 17 5G launched with largest 
ever battery on a Redmi phone 
Xiaomi India on Thursday launched the Redmi Note 17 5G, 
with an introductory price of `24,999. The smartphone 
comes in two variants—6GB+128GB priced at `24,999 
(MRP: `27,999) and 8GB+128GB at `27,999 (MRP: 
`30,999). The Redmi Note 17 5G is powered by the Qual-
comm Snapdragon 4 Gen 4 processor and features a 6.9-
inch TrueColour AMOLED display with a 120Hz Adaptive-
Sync refresh rate and up to 1,800 nits peak brightness. The 
smartphone packs an 8,000mAh silicon-carbon battery, 
the largest ever on a Redmi smartphone, with support for 
45W fast charging and 22.5W reverse wired charging. For 
photography, the device sports a 50MP AI dual rear camera 
and an 8MP front camera. Running Android 16-based 
HyperOS 3, the Redmi Note 17 5G will receive four years of 
Android updates and six years of security patches.

Panasonic rolls out ‘Coolest Onam’ 
festive offers in Kerala
Panasonic Life Solutions India has launched its  
‘Coolest Onam’ campaign, offering cashback, EMI schemes 
and extended warranty benefits on select home appli-
ances in Kerala. The campaign will run from  August 1 to 
September 21. The offers cover Panasonic’s air condition-
ers, microwave ovens and audio products and are available 
through the company’s official online store and author-
ised retail outlets across the state. Under the campaign, 
customers can avail cashback of up to `4,000 on select air 
conditioners, along with zero down payment, long-tenure 
EMI options and extended warranty benefits. The company 
is also offering a 1+9-year compressor warranty and a 1+4-
year warranty on the PCB and outdoor unit casing for select 
split inverter ACs. On audio products, Panasonic is offering 
up to 12.5% cashback on party speakers.
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50 MP
Ultra wide

200 MP
2x Optical Quality zoom

Samsung’s best 
foldable phone yet,  
if you can afford it

R a k e s h  K u m a r  @ New Delhi

E
very year, Samsung launches two foldable smartphones—the 
book-style Fold and the clamshell Flip. This year, the South 
Korean tech giant added a third foldable to its lineup, the Gal-
axy Z Fold 8, which comes with a compact, passport-sized de-
sign. Starting at `1,79,999, the Galaxy Z Fold 8 is among the 
lightest foldable smartphones available today. It doesn’t feel 
bulky and slips easily into a pocket. I used the device for more 

than two weeks and found it impressive in almost every department. 
F r o m design and display to camera, battery life 

and performance, the phone delivers a 
premium experience. The only con-
cern is its price. So, should you 

buy it? Here’s our review.

Design and display
Our review unit came in the Lav-
ender colour, which immediately 
caught attention. The Galaxy Z 

Fold 8 is one of  the best-looking 
foldables Samsung has made. 
Measuring 123.9 x 81.9 x 9.7 mm 
when folded and weighing just 

201g, it feels lighter and more com-
fortable to carry than previous Fold 

models.
The biggest upgrade is the new 4:3 aspect ratio. Un-

like earlier Fold devices with their tall and narrow cover 
screens, the wider display makes everyday tasks much easier.

The hinge is smooth and sturdy, opening flat every time without any 
wobble. Samsung has also improved durability by offering an IPX8 
water-resistance rating and IP48 dust protection.

The 7.6-inch Dynamic AMOLED 2X main display has a resolution of  
1848x2448 pixels, a 120Hz adaptive refresh rate and a peak brightness 
of  3,000 nits. HDR10+ support makes OTT content look vibrant, while 
the new aspect ratio improves multitasking, reading PDFs and web 
browsing.Samsung has packed several AI features into the phone. 
From summarising notes and generating writing suggestions to live 
translation and productivity tools, the AI features are useful in day-to-

day usage rather than feeling like gimmicks.

Performance
The Galaxy Z Fold 8 runs Android 17 with Sam-
sung’s latest One UI and is powered by Qualcomm’s 
Snapdragon 8 Elite Gen 5 for Galaxy processor, built 
on a 3nm process.

Our review unit had 12GB RAM and 256GB of  in-
ternal storage. Throughout the review period, the 
phone handled everything without any lag. Multitask-
ing across split-screen windows, gaming, video stream-
ing and everyday use were smooth. We also did not no-
tice any heating issues during regular usage.

Camera and 
battery

 The Galaxy Z Fold 8 comes 
with a 50MP primary camera, a 
50MP ultrawide camera and a 
10MP front camera for selfies. 
The cameras perform well in 
most conditions 

 Daylight photos offer 
excellent detail, vibrant 
colours and good dynamic 
range, while low-light 
performance is also 
impressive

 The phone houses a 
4,800mAh battery with support 
for 45W wired charging, 20W 
wireless charging, and reverse 
wireless charging  

 Samsung claims up to 26 
hours of battery life

 During the review period, 
which mainly involved social 
media, web browsing, messaging, 
photography and office work, the 
phone easily lasted an entire day 
on a single charge

 Heavy users may still 
need to charge it by evening, 
but battery life should be 
sufficient for most users

The Galaxy Z Fold 8 
is Samsung’s most 

refined foldable 
smartphone so far. 

It  is  lighter, more 
compact and far 

more practical than 
its predecessors 

The redesigned 
cover display, 

excellent 
performance, 

capable cameras 
and reliable 

battery life make 
it a complete 

flagship 

The only downside 
is the price. At 
`1,79,999, it  is 

clearly aimed at 
premium buyers

10 MP
Cover 
screen

Verdict

`1,79,999
Starting price;  the Galaxy Z Fold 
8 is among the lightest foldable 
smartphones available today
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H1 2026: Premium 
smartphones 
capture 29% share 
of global sales
R a k e s h  K u m a r  @ New Delhi

T
he global premium smartphone segment (wholesale 
average selling price of  $600 and above) accounted for 
a record 29% of  global smartphone sales in the first 
half  of  2026, up from 25% in H1 2025 and 20% in H1 
2022, says a new report by Counterpoint Research.

According to the report, the premium segment ben-
efited from rising memory costs, which affected the low- 
and mid-tier smartphone segments more significantly. Pre-
mium smartphone makers were better able to absorb these 
costs through higher margins and reduced promotional 
spending, helping sustain demand despite challenging mar-
ket conditions. Between H1 2022 and H1 2025, the premium 
segment’s growth was largely driven by the broader pre-
miumisation trend, as consum- ers increasingly 
shifted towards high-end 
smartphones.

Brand performance in 
premium segment
Apple recorded 9% year-
on-year growth in H1 
2026, driven by the 
strong performance 
of  the iPhone 17 se-
ries, particularly 
the base model. 
However, Apple’s 
share in the premi-
um segment declined 
to 65% in H1 2026 from 
74% in H1 2022, mainly 
due to intensifying com-
petition in China, the 
world’s largest premium smartphone 
market. Chinese brands such as Hua-
wei, Xiaomi, OPPO and vivo strength-
ened their flagship portfolios, prompting 
more consumers to opt for domestic pre-
mium brands.

Samsung registered 3% year-on-year 
growth during the period and captured a 19% 
share of  the premium segment despite the later 
launch of  the Galaxy S26 series. The company 
said its industry-first Privacy Display has emerged 
as a key differentiator for the series, with the Ul-
tra variant contributing more than half  of  the Gal-
axy S26 series sales. 

OPPO posted the highest growth among premium 
smartphone brands at 69% year-on-year as it continued 
its premiumisation strategy. The Find X9 series remained 
the key growth driver, with additional momentum coming 
from new models launched in April 2026.

Vivo recorded 20% year-on-year growth during the period 
as the X300 series outperformed its predecessor in the first 
half  of  the year. Commenting on the outlook, senior analyst 
Karn Chauhan said, “Premiumisation will be the key strat-
egy in the smartphone industry as the focus shifts from 
shipment volumes to value and profit maximisation. OEMs 
are targeting higher price segments to protect margins in 
a challenging market. On the other side, longer replace-
ment cycles are prompting consumers to invest in premium 
devices for greater longevity. Apple and Samsung are ex-
pected to maintain leadership in the premium segment. 

How is it different from 
other AI coding tools?

According to Meta, most AI coding assist-
ants help developers by suggesting code or 
answering programming-related ques-
tions. However, developers still need to edit 
the code, test it and fix errors. Muse Code 
is designed to go a step further. It can cre-
ate a plan, edit multiple files, run tests and 
correct mistakes if  something does not 
work. This reduces the amount of  manual 
work required from developers.

What are background 
AI agents?

One of  the key features of  Muse 
Code is its background AI agents. 
These are specialised AI assistants 
that work alongside the main AI 
during a coding session.For exam-
ple, while the main AI writes code, 
other AI agents can search the project 
for relevant files, check documenta-
tion or run tests. Since these agents 
remain active throughout the session, 
they can complete complex tasks more 
efficiently.
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What happens if the system crashes?

Meta said Muse Code records every action 
it performs, including code changes, com-
mands and test results. If  the system 
crashes or the session is interrupted, it 
can restart from the same point instead of  
beginning the task again. This makes it 
suitable for coding projects that take sev-
eral hours to complete.

T e c h n o l o g y  b u z z
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Dear readers, 
 
Bengaluru has long been  
a favourite stop for film 
stars promoting their  
latest ventures and 
collaborations. During one 
such recent visit, we sat 
down with Diana Penty, 
who was in the city for a 
brand launch. Gracing our 
cover this week, the actress reflects on a career 
guided by her own instinct, the art of slow living 
and how old Mumbai homes shaped her love for 
peace and personal spaces.

For those of you who look forward to our food 
page, 080 Lounge in Terminal 1 at KIA is hosting a 
Northeast food festival. So, if you are travelling, 
make sure you reach a bit earlier and try out a 
cuisine that isn’t spoken about much. Well, if you 
are not travelling, don’t worry. We have a curated 
list of four food experiences in the city that you 
could check out. In terms of fashion, we bring you 
the latest edits by RmKV and Payal Jain while our 
Buy page talks about Sameeksha Artisan 
Collective — a three-day showcase that brings 
seven artisan-led brands under one roof. 

Three special pages follow starting with Raw 
Mango’s new rap single for National Handloom 
Day featuring city-based rapper A-KAL (Adil 
Kalyanpur); Leela: The SoundZ of Laya by 
Sangamam — an immersive musical experience 
marked by spontaneous rhythmic conversations 
and evocative melodies of carnatic music; and 
Bengaluru comedienne Sonu Venugopal, who 
talks about her latest show and reflects on the 
stories that shaped her most popular special.

Then begins our culture heavy section with  
the Bengaluru International Short Film Festival; 
Rekhta Foundation’s debut event in the city; and 
the latest singles by Aabha Hanjura and Christina 
Andrew. On the Northeast page we have 
Manipur’s Lo! Peninsula who recently released  
a new single, their first since 2018. Our edition 
comes to a close with our experience at The Serai 
Bandipur — a luxury wilderness resort located  
at the edge of the Bandipur Tiger Reserve.  
Our regular ‘specials’ Mind & Body, Car & Bike,  
Hot Stuff  & Telewatch wrap up this  
packed edition. 

Happy reading! 

Edison Thomas 
Editor, Indulge

From the editor’s desk

DISCLAIMER

The New Indian Express group  
publishes the advertisements in this supplement in good 

faith, but does not hold itself responsible for the 
representations or claims made for  the  products and 

services, in respect of which readers are advised  to make 
their own assessment.
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Send your queries and feedback to: The Editor, Indulge,   
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Sari  stories
Timeless Indian craftsmanship culminates at The 
Bengaluru Vintage Edit  by Sthree Creatives .This three 
day exhibition brings classic kanjivarams, Madurai  
sungudis, twill gadwals — their vintage wash line and the 
much-loved annam-chakram motifs. Explore absolute 
elegance woven into curations of classic handlooms,  
traditional weaves and festive collections. Entry free. 
August 9 to 11, 10 am to 7 pm. At Raintree,  
Sankey Road.

events/around town

Graceful 
gratitude

Grace meets gratitude on the stage at 
Guru Vandana 2026 — presented by 

Natanam Institute of Dance. Paying tribute to 
the timeless guru-shishya tradition, it features 
a series of bharatanatiyam performances led  

by Dr Raksha Karthik accompanied by an  
orchestra. Experience a celebration of India’s 

rich spiritual and cultural heritage through 
the timeless traditions of this classical 
dance. Entry free. August 8, 5.30 pm. 

At Kannada Bhavana, Sampangi 
Rama Nagar.

Kathak  kaleidoscope
The Natya Institute of Kathak & Choreography (NIKC) presents Maya  
Arpan 2026 — a vibrant presentation of kathak-centric vintage and contemporary choreography. Founded  
by the legendary dancer and educator Dr Maya Rao, witness this annual student showcase that reflects artistic  
excellence and the nurturing of young talent. ̀ 200 onwards. August 8, 4 pm and 7 pm. At Sabha BLR, Kamaraj Road.

Maiden moves
Witness an evening of the  
bharatanatiyam arangetram  
of Janaki Subramanyam,  
disciple of Abhinaya Natarajan 
(Natarajarangam School of Dance) 
this weekend. Alongside her  
academic pursuits, she has  
successfully completed both the 
Junior and Senior Dance Examinations 
conducted by the Government of 
Karnataka. Entry free. August 8, 5 pm. 
At ADA Rangamandira, JC Road. 

Music mania
Catch composer and singer Vasuki 
Vaibhav performing his signature 

Kannada hits and soulful tracks live 
with a full band. Known for his 
eclectic compositions and high- 
octane stage presence, the show  

seamlessly bridges folk-pop  
sensibilities with contemporary club 

energy. ̀ 799 onwards. August 9, 
 8 pm. At DND — The Venue,  

HSR Layout.

Tamizh 
tales
Catch the  
music maestro  
Harris Jayaraj  
this weekend  
as he prepares  
for an electrifying 
performance. 
Expect him to  
perform some of 
his biggest hits  
like Vaseegara, 
Nenjukkul 
Peidhidum, June 
Ponal and many 
more. ̀ 1,999 
onwards. August 8, 
7 pm. At NICE 
Grounds, 
Madavara.

Royal revivals
Celebrate National Handloom Day with Charasti —  
a luxury handloom sari  label inspired by the textile 

heritage of the Mysuru royal family. The label makes 
its debut with a special exhibition — unveiling two 

collections — Signature and Royal Heirloom. The  
evening will feature a live weaving demonstration, 

an interactive textile map tracing India‘s rich  
weaving traditions and an intimate conversation 

with a member of the Mysuru royal family. Entry free. 
August 7, 4.30 pm. At Armadio, Sadashivanagar. 
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I
ndian cuisine is known 
for its many regional fla-
vours, but the food from the 
Northeast often remains 
less explored. The seven 

states of  the region have their 
own unique cooking styles, ingre-
dients and food traditions that 
are deeply connected to the land 
and its people. Bringing these fla-
vours to travellers, the 080 Lounge 
at Terminal 1, BLR Airport pres-
ents The Northeast Table  — a 

s p e c i a l 
food festival 

celebrating the cui-
sine of  the Seven Sisters. 

Curated by chef  Farha Naaz, a 
MasterChef  India Season 8 con-
testant and founder of  Mamazaki 
— the menu introduces guests 
to traditional dishes and unique 
flavours from the region.

Starting the journey through 
N o r t h e a s t  I n d i a  w a s  t h e 
Mushroom Momo in Clear Broth 
from Arunachal Pradesh. The 
handmade mushroom dumplings 
were served in a light, warm broth 
that was comforting. While we are 
not usually fans of  mushrooms, 
this dish surprised us with its 
mild flavours and homely feel. 
The Sichuan pepper and chilli 
chutney added a spicy kick.

The Mizo Bai from Mizoram was 
a simple vegetable stew prepared 
in the traditional Mizo style. The 
vegetables were soft and easy to 
bite into, while the mild flavours 
gave the dish a warm, comforting 
feel. Served with crispy rice and 
leafy green fritters, it felt like the 

perfect dish for a rainy day. The 
Singju — a traditional salad from 

Manipur — brought a refreshing 
change to the meal. Served on 
a leaf  that could be rolled and 
used like a small bowl, the dish 
felt closely connected to its roots. 
Made with seasonal vegetables, 
herbs and local seasonings, it 
stood out for its crunchy textures 
and fresh flavours.

The Khasi-style Syiar Neiiong, 
Putharo  & Muli Khlieh  was a 
more hearty of fering, featur-
ing chicken cooked with roasted 
black sesame. The nutty and 
earthy flavours of  the sesame 
gave the dish a distinct identity, 
while the steamed rice flatbread 
and refreshing radish perilla 
seed salad added balance. It was 
a wholesome combination that 
reflected the simple yet rich fla-
vours of  Meghalaya’s cuisine.

The Masur Tenga with Joha rice 
brought the flavours of  Assam to 
the table. The fish cooked in the 
tangy curry had a refreshing taste, 
while the fragrant Joha rice paired 
well with it. The dish was light, 
comforting and a good example 
of  Assam’s love for simple yet  
flavourful food.

We then travelled to Nagaland 
— trying The Mutton Kumra 
Bastenga which was a slow-cooked 
dish that brought together tender 

mutton, pumpkin and bamboo 
shoots. The meat was rich and fla-
vourful, while the bamboo shoots 
added an earthy note. Served with 
local rice, the dish had a rustic, 
comforting quality.

Our culinary jour ney came 
to an end in Tripura, where we 
tried three desserts. The Black 
Rice Payesh stood out with its 
rich texture and slightly nutty 
flavour. The Tilor Laru — a sesa-
me-based laddu — brought a tra-
ditional touch, while the Bhala 
Doi, a baked curd dessert, added 
a unique twist with its creamy 
texture and crunchy element. 

Price on request.  
On till August 10.  
At Devanahalli. 

— Alwin Benjamin Soji
 alwin 

@newindianexpress.com
 @al_ben_so
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round-up

Discover  
the diverse  

flavours from  
the Seven Sisters 

at this ongoing 
food festival…

Northeast 
nuances

palate teaser

Mutton Kumra Bastenga
Syiar Neiiong, Putharo

Masur Tenga with Joha Rice

Mushroom Momo in Clear Broth

Singju

Spy sips
Want to drink like James Bond? Maybe a good martini shaken not stirred,  

well lucky for you Copitas has introduced The Martini Dossier — a new cocktail 
menu that serves timeless martinis through the lens of good old spy fiction. 

Some interesting names to look out for are Moneypenny, Licence to Thrill, Royal 
21 and the Double O Sip that pairs well with Copitas’ Butter Garlic Grilled 

Prawns, the New Zealand Lamb Chops and some gold old dim sums. Meal for 
two: ̀ 3,000 onwards. At Four Seasons Hotel Bengaluru, Bellary Road.

Sayonara spread
Indulge in a decadent selection of cocktails curated to tingle your taste 
buds with unique Japanese flavours such as fresh wasabi, umeboshi, 
sakura, miso and so much more at Uno Izakaya. To go with this menu 
featuring ingredient led Japanese dishes such as a 72 hour miso  
marinated black cod, leche de tigre and a Shake Ceviche. Meal for two: 
`7,000 onwards. At JW Marriott Hotel Bengaluru, Vittal Mallya Road.

Monsoon mores
Yataii at Shangri-La Bengaluru has unveiled a monsoon menu 
packed with comforting Japanese and Asian-inspired flavours. 
Expect dishes like Tom Yum Seafood Miso Soup, Jjigae Spicy Tofu 
Soup, Indonesian Satay, Ebi-Chili Prawn and hearty bowls of ramen, 
including miso, chicken, vegetarian and spicy chilli seafood, perfect 
for rainy-day dining. Meal for two: ̀ 3,500 onwards. At Palace Road.

Bar 
bash

Celebrate an evening of great drinks, 
with a menu consisting of craft cocktails, 
premium spirits, bold flavours, innovative  

mixology and a premium whisky experience  
at Where Craft Meets the Night — a one night  

exclusive experience at the Hydeout Bar & Lounge 
by F&B specialist and curative consultant Kunal 

Chandra. You can pair these delicious drinks with 
some of the restaurant’s signature dishes. Meal 

for two: ̀ 2,000 onwards. August 7, 7 pm 
onwards. At Sheraton Grand Bangalore 

Hotel at Brigade Gateway,  
Dr Rajkumar Road. 

Mizo Bai

& Muli Khlieh

Black Rice Payesh, Tilor Laru
& Bhala Doi



T
r u e  l u x u ry  i s 
never merely about 
fabric.  I t  is  about 
heritage woven into 
every thread, crafts-

manship that transcends genera-
tions and storytelling stitched 
into every motif.  Few Indian 
textile houses embody that phi-
losophy quite like RmKV Silks. 
For 102 years, the iconic brand 
has championed the artistry of  
handloom, proving that a sari can 
be as much a cultural artefact as 

it is an object of  desire. Its latest 
showcase, Weaves & Wonders in 
Bengaluru, celebrated that lega-
cy with an elegant presentation 
of  its festival edit alongside some 
of  its most iconic creations.

The exhibition unfolded like 
a gallery of  wearable art  at 
Chamara Vajra. Since opening 
its Bengaluru flagship in 2012, 
RmKV has drawn inspiration 
from Karnataka’s rich artistic 
and architectural heritage before 
expanding its creative lens to 
celebrate cultures from across 
the world. The result is a collec-
tion where history meets haute 
couture. Kaavi Kale reimagines 
the centuries-old murals of  the 
Konkan coast in luminous silk, 
while Bhagyadalakshmi honours 
the intricate beauty of  the Belur 
and Halebidu temples. Hasse 
Chitara transforms Karnataka’s 
indigenous folk art into striking 
woven patterns; and Shilabalike 
pays tribute to the g raceful 
Madanika sculptures of  the 
Chennakesava Temple. Mysore 
Krishna, naturally dyed using lac, 
Indian madder and pomegranate, 
references the cast-iron pillars 
of  Mysuru’s Amba Vilas Palace, 
its borders subtly engraved with 
Lord Krishna.

A d d i n g  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
dimension to the occasion was 
the presence of  Japan’s Consul-
General, Hiroshi Nawata. The 
Japanese Collection  also dis-

played at the event interpreted 
the country’s refined artistic 
traditions through kanjivaram 
silk, with designs such as Korvai 
Japan, Kumo Korvai, Mount Fuji, 
Sashiko Reversible and Naturals 
Gradient celebrating the quiet 
elegance of  Japanese aesthetics.

The showcase also featured 
the regal Gandaberunda series, 
inspired by the royal emblem of  
the Mysuru Wadiyars, alongside 
celebrated collections including 
108 Karnas, Aishwarya Pookal, 
Kuraloviyam, Rasaleela  and 
Varnajalam. The crowning jewel, 
however, was RmKV‘s extraor-
dinary 702-foot (214-metre) hand-
woven theme silk sari. Created 
in 2004 with an intricately woven 
depiction of  the Shore Temple 
at Mahabalipuram on its pallu, 
it earned the brand a Guinness 
World Record. Though the record 
has since been surpassed, the 
masterpiece remains a remark-
able testament to RmKV’s endur-
ing spirit of  innovation — where 

every sari becomes a timeless 
heirloom woven with culture, 
craftsmanship and imagination.

Price on request. All saris  
available at RmKV stores. 

— Team Indulge
   indulge 

@newindianexpress.com 
  @indulgexpress
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T
his monsoon, discover a rain-soaked oasis at the heart of the city. 
Recharge your weekends at The Oberoi, Bengaluru with their 
Weekend Escapes offer.

Rejuvenate at their lush garden settings, wind down on their 
private room balcony and embrace unhurried days crafted entirely 
around you. Savour exciting food and beverage offers and relax at 
their intimate spa. This offer includes accomodation for two adults, 
breakfast at their all-day dining Lapis, a hotel credit and 15% savings 
on their spa treatements.

A MONSOON 
RETREAT

Private balcony with each room Monsoon moods and more

Leisurely breakfast at Lapis

An oasis of  tranqulity Enjoy the temperature 
controlled pool

This offfer is valid for stays 
on Friday and Saturday only 
until 31st August, 2026. 
To know more and book your 
stay, call the hotel  
at +91 80 2558 58558 or
email them at 
reservations.bengaluru@
oberoihotels.com 
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Woven  
wonders

RmKV’s latest  
festival edit  

transforms silk into 
a celebration of 

heritage, artistry 
and timeless 

craftsmanship…

handloom

Saris from the collection
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Woven legacy 
Da Milano introduces the Amalfi Collection, 
a limited-edition expression of sustain-
able luxury crafted from reclaimed leather. 
Handwoven rattan panels, sculptural gold-
finish hardware and intricate hand-finished 
details come together in just 150 exclu-
sive handbags. By combining traditional 
wicker-weaving techniques with contem-
porary design, Da Milano creates collec-
tor’s pieces that celebrate both exceptional  
craftsmanship and conscious creation.
Price on request. Available online.

Sneaker nostalgia
YOHO brings nostalgia to everyday foot-
wear with its playful FRIENDS collection. 
The denim-inspired Central Perk shoe fea-
tures removable patches with iconic quotes 
such as  ‘Pivot!’, while a comfort-focused 
footbed keeps every step easy. Designed 
as a unisex style, the collection blends 
humour, comfort and everyday wearability. 
Price on request. Available online. 

Modern motoring
Rare’Z introduces OTIMO, a contemporary 
sneaker inspired by the classic driving 
shoe. Crafted with premium vegan suede, 
breathable mesh panels and reflective 
detailing, the lightweight silhouette is 
designed for flexibility, stability and all-day 
comfort. Marking the brand’s expansion 
into women’s footwear, OTIMO brings the 
same refined craftsmanship and comfort to 
both men’s and women’s wardrobes.
`5,999. Available online.
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S
pring is often defined 
by floral prints, pastel hues 
and flowing silhouettes. 
Designer Payal  Jain’s 
new summer collection, 

Echoes of  Spring, embraces this 
mood with understated elegance. 
Inspired by blooming sunflowers, 
baby’s breath, ivory rose petals 
and lilies of  paradise, the collec-
tion is a poetic ode to nature’s fleet-
ing beauty. Crafted in a monochro-
matic palette of  ivory cotton and 
translucent georgette, it trans-
lates the softness of  spring into 
timeless silhouettes designed for 
effortless summer dressing.

Balancing traditional crafts-
manship with contemporary sen-
sibilities, Echoes of  Spring offers 
a graceful approach to elevated 
everyday wear, where softness, 
movement and delicate detailing 
take centre stage.

Payal says the collection is root-
ed in the quiet beauty of  spring 
that unfolds gently over time. 
“This summer, I wanted to capture 
that feeling through delicate floral 
formations, reinterpreting them 
as soft, airy prints on feather-light 
cotton gauze and mulmul,” she 
explains. “The collection is built 
around easy, versatile silhouettes 
that feel light, relaxed and perfect-
ly suited to the season.”

The  pieces feature delicate 
floral cutwork, lace trims and 
subtle textural details that evoke 
understated elegance and effort-
less sophistication. Romantic 
day dresses  and fluid silhouettes 
bring together femininity, ease 
and contemporary refinement, 
capturing the dreamlike charm of  
the season.

The starting point was spring 
flowers such as sunflowers, lil-
ies and ivory roses. “Each flower 
carries its own character and 
rhythm,” says Payal. “Rather 
than reproducing them literally, 
we studied their form, movement 
and layering, hand-painting each 
flower individually before bring-
ing them together into delicate, 
painterly compositions.” The col-
lection feels fresh and evocative 
without becoming overtly floral.

This season, the designer has 
worked almost entirely in ivory. 
“Ivory has always been my favou-
rite canvas, especially for sum-
mer,” she says. “It has a quiet 
purity and freshness that allows 
every layer of  the design to come 
through. It lets the prints, tex-
tures and handcrafted details 
take centre stage while creat-
ing a sense of  lightness.” She 
adds that the monochromatic 
palette makes the collection 
highly versatile, allowing 
each piece to transition eas-
ily across occasions.

Payal   has   also  balanced  
romance with practicality. “The 
romance lies in the details—
hand-painted florals, breezy 
prints, cotton lace accents, subtle 
embroidery, crochet and deli-
cate beadwork. The silhouettes 
remain relaxed, fluid and easy 
to wear, designed to move natu-
rally through the day. They are 
pieces that feel equally at home 
on holiday, at a summer lunch, or 
in everyday life,” she says.

Cotton and georgette are 
the key fabrics in 

the collection, making them ideal 
for the season. “Cotton gauze, 
mulmul and georgette bring 
together breathability, softness 
and movement,” she explains. 
“They are beautiful canvases for 
delicate prints and handcraft-
ed detailing while remaining  
comfortable to wear through the 
warmest months.”

The craftsmanship is intention-
ally understated. Hand embroi-
dery, beadwork, cotton lace and 
floral cutwork are used sparingly 
to enhance the prints rather than 
compete with them. “It’s these quiet 
interventions that add texture, 
depth and a distinctly handcrafted 
quality to each piece,” she says.

When it comes to styling, Payal 
believes versatility is key. “I love 
clothes that adapt to different 
moments. During the day, I’d style 
them simply with flat sandals and 
natural accessories. For the eve-
ning, a pair of  heels, sculptural 
jewellery and a light wrap can 
transform the same piece with-
out losing its ease.”

She also feels women today 
are dressing more thoughtfully. 
“They are looking for clothes 
that are comfortable, versatile 
and beautifully made—pieces 
that can be worn in different 
ways and enjoyed beyond a 
single season. There is also a 
growing appreciation for nat-
ural fabrics, craftsmanship 
and clothes that feel personal 
rather than disposable,”  
she says.

`9,000 onwards.  
Available online.

—Manu Vipin
manuvipin

@newindianexpress.com
@ManuVipin

 

new edit 

on the shelf

fluid silhouettes
Romantic dresses with 

Keeping  
it light

Payal Jain captures 
the season’s quiet 
beauty through airy 
florals and feather-
light fabrics in her  
latest collection...
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H
a n d c r a f t e d 
textiles, heir-
loom techniques 
a n d  t h e  s t o r i e s 
stitched into every 

weave come together at  the 
Sameeksha Artisan Collective, a 
three-day showcase that brings 
seven artisan-led brands under 
one roof. The exhibition cel-
ebrates India’s rich handloom 
traditions while giving visitors 
a chance to meet the makers 
behind contemporary hand-
crafted creations. The collective 
features Sandur Kushala Kala 
Kendra ,  Weave Maya, Khana 
Weaves, Vibranthues, Aavya, 
Sthiraa and Sameeksha Studio 
and Embroidery School. Each 
brand represents a dif ferent 
expression of  textile craftsman-
ship, creating a curated space 
where heritage techniques 
f ind new inter pretations 
through clothing, textiles 
and handcrafted products. 
Beyond the exhibition, the 
event invites visitors to expe-
rience the craft first-hand. 
Shibori  and kasuti  work-
shops will be held on all  
three days, of fering par-
ticipants an introduction to 
two distinctive textile tra-
ditions. We speak to Sujaya 
Mahesh, the founder of  the 
collective, to learn more about  
the pop-up.

What inspired you to establish  
Sameeksha and how did it evolve  
from an embroidery studio into the 
Sameeksha Artisan Collective?
My journey began with a passion 
for hand embroidery. I started 
Sameeksha Studio in 2000, ini-
tially organising annual exhibi-
tions at Fabindia in Hubballi 
to showcase ilkal saris, khana 
fabrics and kasuti embroidery 
at a time when very few peo-
ple knew about them. When I 
returned to Bengaluru, I estab-
lished the Sameeksha School of  
Embroidery because I felt these 
traditional crafts would disap-
pear if  they weren’t passed on to 

the next generation. With small-
er families and changing life-
styles, fewer people are learning 
these skills at home. The name 
Sameeksha means ‘survey’ or 
‘review’ and for me it represents 
identifying what is missing 
and working to bridge that gap. 

Today, we teach more than 25 
embroidery techniques, 

including traditions 
from across India as 
well as Europe, Brazil, 

China and Japan, while 
our core focus remains 

on Karnataka’s kasuti and 
kaudi embroidery. Over the past 
few years, we’ve also hosted pop-
ups featuring women artisans 
and handcrafted products. The 
Sameeksha Artisan Collective 
grew from that idea — a plat-
form that brings together arti-
sans and celebrates traditional 
craftsmanship under one roof.

Could you tell us about the artisan  
brands that are part of the Sameeksha 
Artisan Collective and what each of  
them brings to the showcase?
The collective brings together 
a diverse group of  artisan-led 
brands, each with its own craft 
tradition. Sandur Kushala Kala 
Kendra works closely with the 
Lambani community, support-
ing livelihoods through embroi-
dery while overseeing the entire 
process in-house — from fibre 
and fabric to dyeing, printing 
and finished products. Khana 
Weaves specialises in ilkal saris 
and khana  fabrics,  creating 
saris, blouse pieces and hand-
crafted stationery using natural 
cotton and silk. Weave Maya is 
known for its traditional kan-
jivaram silk and cotton saris, 
many of  them woven with pure 
zari .  Sthiraa is a women-led 
organisation that trains and 
empowers women through cro-
chet, creating products ranging 
from garments and bags to toys. 
Vibranthues collaborates with 
women artisans in West Bengal 
to showcase kantha saris, stoles 
and dupattas. Aavya is led by 
one of  my for mer students, 
who holds a PhD in natural 
dyes. Along with exhibiting 

Seven artisan-led brands come 
together to celebrate handloom 

traditions, handcrafted  
textiles and living  

embroidery practices…

her work, she will conduct the 
shibori workshops during the 
event. Sameeksha Studio will 
also present its own collection, 
featuring kasuti-embroidered 
saris, embroidered ready-made 
blouses, blouse pieces, men’s 
kurtas and home linen, includ-
ing table runners.

The collective also  
includes hands-on workshops.  
What can participants expect  
from the shibori and kasuti sessions?
We’ll be hosting shibori work-
shops every morning from 11.30 
am to 1.30 pm and kasuti work-
shops each afternoon from 2 pm 
to 4 pm across all three days. 
Each session is priced at `500, 
with advance registration   avail-
able. For the kasuti workshop, 
I’ve designed a small project 
that participants can complete 
within two hours — a hand-
embroidered phone insert that 
can be displayed inside a trans-
parent phone case. The idea 
is to present the craft in a way 
that feels relevant to younger 
audiences. Instead of  expecting 
someone to begin with a heavily 
embroidered ilkal sari, we want 
them to discover kasuti through 
practical, everyday objects. We 
also create bookmarks, hoop art 
and other small pieces that are 
approachable for beginners. The 
shibori workshop will introduce 

participants to natural dyeing 
techniques through simple proj-
ects, such as hand-dyed hand-
kerchiefs, that they can recreate 
at home.

On till August 8,  
11 am – 6 pm. At Sameeksha  

School of  Embroidery, 
Koramangala.

— Srushti Kulkarni
srushti 

@newindianexpress.com
@Sru_Kulkarni

Craft chronicles
pop-up

C
ra

ft
 w

or
ks

 fr
om

 th
e 

te
am

S
u

ja
ya

 M
ah

es
h



T
r a v e l  i s  t h a t 
beautiful escape we all 
look forward to, right? 
We pack our bags, leave 
the usual routine behind, 

and just want to relax, explore, 
and soak it all in. But nourishing 
food and a little movement don’t 
have to feel like extra work. Let’s 
look at some simple, doable ways 
to eat with care, keep your system 
feeling light, and still enjoy the 
journey.

 Choose right: When we’re eating 
out, it’s so easy to reach for the 
fried, heavy, or heavily processed 
options. Try using the simple GPRS 
guide instead: grilled, poached, 

roasted or baked, steamed, sau-
téed or stir-fried. These methods 
keep the food lighter, support bet-
ter digestion, and still let you enjoy 
the local flavours.

 Start smart if the GPRS options aren’t 
available: Begin your meal with a 
cooked salad or a bowl of soup and 
then follow it up with a protein 
source to add satiety. That small 
step helps fill you gently so you 
naturally eat less of the heavier 
dishes that follow. Portion control 
becomes easier when you’re pres-
ent and mindful with the meal.

 Protect yourself from travel constipation: 
This is one of the most common trav-
el complaints, and it often comes 

from too many processed 
foods and not enough 

fibre. Make a point 
of including a good 

portion of cooked 
vegetables (grilled, 
sautéed, stir-fried, 
or steamed) with 

your meals. Aim 
for at least a cup or 

a bowl, and try finish-

ing the veggies first. 

 Drink your water: It’s easy to skip 
water when you’re trying to avoid 
frequent bathroom stops. But low 
water intake leads to dehydration 
and harder stools. Keep sipping 
throughout the day. Your body 
needs that steady flow to flush tox-
ins and support healthy digestion.

 Soften the impact of alcohol: If you’re 
having a drink, try a full glass 
of lemon water before you start, 
between drinks, and after the last 
one. It helps keep your system 
more alkaline and eases the load 
on your liver. Avoid drinking on 
an empty stomach.

 Move a little every day: Just 15 min-
utes of something enjoyable (neat 
exercises; Tabata-style intervals; 
a brisk walk; a short jog; cycling; 
a few bodyweight exercises like 
push-ups, squats, burpees, etc; or 
even dancing in your room) can 
gently raise your metabolism and 
help everything settle better. Try 
at least to add a post-meal walk to 
settle the digestion.

 Protect your sleep: Whether you’re 
at home or away, sleep is non-nego-
tiable for how you feel the next 
day. When it gets cut short, energy 
drops, irritability rises, and the 
whole trip can start to feel harder. 
If nights run late, give yourself per-
mission to sleep in and wake only 
when your body is ready. 

Give respect and receive 
respect. You have invested 
wisely in the past; now it is 
time to be patient and wait 
for the harvest. Review your 
progress and make plans 
for your next endeavour. 
There is so much to 
accomplish, and you may 
have to begin again from 
the grassroots level. You 
are being watched over by 
someone kind in the 
heavens. Lucky colour: 
Bright pink

Trust the divine message 
that will strike you like an 
epiphany. Focus more on 
meditation, as you will 
receive divine guidance. A 
new beginning and a new 
chapter unfold this week. 
You will receive abundance 
only when you let go of the 
past. Maintain your 
integrity while dealing with 
a situation that calls for 
open communication. Lucky 
colours: Sunflower yellow, 
royal blue

CANCER

Stand up for what you 
believe in. Have confidence 
and claim what is rightfully 
yours. Everything in life 
happens for a reason. 
Release any feelings of 
regret and embrace the 
opportunities for 
happiness that follow. Look 
for the silver lining rather 
than focusing on 
complaints. Monitor your 
expenses. Lucky colours: 
Fuchsia pink, black, red

Feel like a star this week. A 
dream-come-true situation 
is about to manifest. Believe 
in yourself and focus your 
thoughts on the positive 
outcome you desire. The end 
of a difficult situation marks 
the beginning of a new 
chapter. On the work front, 
follow your passion. You are 
ready to take on any 
challenge. The wheel of 
fortune favours you now. 
Lucky colours: Purple, 
brown, magenta

A great deal of activity is 
lined up this week. Monitor 
your health and focus on 
communication skills. You 
have invested your money 
wisely in the past. Review 
your progress and make 
plans for your next 
endeavours. Abundant 
rewards for your hard work 
are coming. Release yourself 
from burdensome situations. 
Lucky colours: Lime green, 
citrus yellow, aqua blue

Let go of the past. Old 
matters will be resolved, 
and an abundant future 
awaits you. A fruitful week 
is ahead as your dreams 
turn into reality.  
Enjoy this time with your 
children and the child 
within you. New and old 
friendships will blossom. 
An outing with family  
and friends will keep  
your spirits high.  
Trust the universe.
Lucky colour: Sea green

LEO

Stability in your job, 
business, and relationships 
is foreseen. Take charge of 
the situation, and you will be 
able to achieve your 
ambitious goals. You may 
worry too much about your 
future; instead, focus on the 
outcome you wish to 
manifest. Release your 
tensions and worries to your 
guardian angels.  
Lucky colours: Grey,  
white, off-white

A sudden revelation regarding 
a person or situation will offer 
complete freedom. Break free 
from procrastination and 
embrace the opportunities 
that change brings. Travelling 
or relocating to a larger city, a 
high-rise building, or a new 
country may be on the cards. 
Do not be tempted to take 
shortcuts. A better course of 
action is available for you. 
Working alone may not be the 
best solution. Lucky colours: 
White, yellow, light brown

You need to make a 
courageous choice to change 
your circumstances. 
Overwhelming emotions may 
prevent you from seeing 
things clearly at times. 
Consider taking a more 
uplifting approach towards 
life. A new magical moment is 
manifesting. You can create 
the life you desire. What you 
need will appear at the right 
time. Lucky colours: Navy 
blue, rainbow colours

VIRGO

New beginnings come with 
new challenges. Since you 
have finally found your life 
purpose, it is time to forgive 
the past and build new 
foundations for the future. 
On this new journey, a 
positive emotional 
experience will manifest. A 
romantic relationship with a 
lasting spiritual impact on 
your soul will be a new 
experience. Lucky colours: 
Brown, white

PISCES

Stop trying too hard to 
make things happen. Find a 
compromise and move 
forward. If you wish to 
improve your lifestyle, it is 
time to act on your plans. 
Your creativity will be 
rewarded in the most 
abundant way. Wisdom and 
objectivity are important. 
You are blessed by the love 
of your loved one. Lucky 
colours: Teal green, mauve, 
light purple

CAPRICORN AQUARIUS

Aaliiyaa 
H Jarriwala 

This weekly column is 
based on angel oracle  
guidance and numbers

(Mar 21 - Apr 19) (May 21 - June 20) (Sep 23 - Oct 22) (Oct 23 - Nov 21) (Nov 22 - Dec 21)

(Feb 19 - Mar 20)(Jan 20 - Feb 18)(Dec 22 - Jan 19)(Aug 23 - Sep 22)(July 23 - Aug 22)(June 21 - July 22)

Everything in life happens for 
a reason. What you receive is 
far better than what you were 
wishing for. It is not advisable 
to compare your past with 
your present. Embrace the 
opportunities for happiness 
that the universe is offering 
you. Learn to look for the 
silver lining and find a mutual 
compromise. Changes may 
happen suddenly, but  
they will eventually work  
in your favour. Lucky colour: 
Salmon pink
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GEMINIARIES LIBRATAURUS SCORPIO

Chaldean numerologist, 
Angel oracle guide & healer

(Apr 20 - May 20)

SAGITTARIUS

Chief Nutrition Officer, Luke 
Coutinho Holistic Healing 

Systems. The writer is a  
clinical nutritionist with  

a focus on healthy  
lifestyle choices.
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from music to stay cultur-
ally relevant, but Handloom 
Y’All feels refreshingly dif-
ferent. This isn’t about bor-
rowing street culture to make 
craft seem fashionable. It’s 
about recognising that both 
rap and handloom are rooted 
in communities, lived experi-
ences and storytelling. One 
travels through rhythm; the 
other through thread. Both 
preserve memory while con-
stantly reinventing themselves. 
We catch up with textile design-
er and founder of  Raw Mango,  
Sanjay Garg to find out more 
about the collab. 

Do tell us about the collab?  
How did the idea come about?
Ar t,  and especial ly  music, 
has always been a medium of  
expression for Raw Mango. 
From the very beginning, we 
have collaborated with home-
grown creatives to create films, 
music and cultural artifacts 
that create conversation, spark 
dialogue and break new ground 
in the ways that handloom is 
perceived and discussed. This 
Handloom Day, we wanted to 
widen the circle to include 
audiences who may not know 
much about this industry. It’s all 
about creating awareness. Rap, 
to us, felt like the perfect fit. It’s 
serious without being preachy, 
plainspeaking but not simple 
and, above all, quite catchy.
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T
here was a time 
when conversations 
around handloom 
a r r ive d  w r a p p e d 
in reverence. They 

spoke in the language of  pres-
ervation, heritage and tradition 
— important conversations, 
certainly, but often ones that 
remained confined to museum 
walls, fashion circles and craft 
enthusiasts. Raw Mango has 
spent the better part of  a decade 
proving that handloom deserves 
a much bigger stage.

This National Handloom Day, 
the label is doing what it does 
best: rewriting the narrative. 
Instead of  another beautifully 
shot campaign film or poetic 
ode to weaving, Raw Mango is 
dropping the microphone — 
quite literally. Its latest cultural 
intervention, Handloom Y’All, 
sees the brand collaborate with 
Bengaluru rapper A-KAL (Adil 
Kalyanpur), creating a single 
that swaps textbook terminol-
ogy for punchlines, beats and 
verses designed to make India’s 
weaving traditions resonate 
with an entirely new audience.

It’s a move that feels quintes-
sentially Raw Mango. The brand 
has never treated textiles as stat-
ic artefacts to be admired from 
afar. Rather, it has consistently 
positioned handloom as some-
thing alive — political, emotion-
al, contemporary and deeply 
woven into everyday life. Over 
the years, it has built an enviable 
reputation for collaborating 
with homegrown filmmakers, 
artists and musicians to create 
cultural moments that extend 
well beyond the wardrobe. Rap, 
then, feels like the next logical 
chapter and the choice of  collab-
orator couldn’t be more fitting.

At just 26, Bengaluru-based 
Adil Kalyanpur has already lived 
several careers. Better known in 
tennis circles as a former ATP 
Challenger doubles champion 
with a career-high ATP dou-
bles ranking of  World No. 258, 
he has simultaneously carved 
out a space as rapper A-KAL, 
producing music that explores 
identity, mental health, social 
change and the complexities 
of  modern life. His thoughtful 
lyricism has earned millions of  
online listeners, proving that 
meaningful conversations don’t 
have to sacrifice entertainment. 
That ability to communicate dif-
ficult ideas without sounding  
didactic is precisely what makes 
him such an effective voice for 
this campaign.

Handloom Y’All, the track, 
mirrors that philosophy in lyri-
cal form. Rather than flattening 
India’s textile traditions into a 
single romanticised narrative, 
the collaboration celebrates 
their plurality. The result is a 
track that moves with the same 
confidence as contemporary rap 
while quietly educating listeners 
about the remarkable ecosystem 
behind every handwoven fab-
ric. Fashion has long borrowed 

without knowing all that goes 
into making them. All of  these 
perspectives made their way 
into the rap.

How did you’ll  
zero in on A-Kal and why?
We had seen his work across 
social media and it really reso-
nated with us. Especially the 
way he talks about prominent 
social themes with a grounded 
point-of-view. His song about 
‘masking up’ during the pan-
demic had a really wide impact. 
So when we thought about doing 
a rap, he was our first choice. 
I’m glad this opportunity to 
work together presented itself.

Now streaming  
on Raw Mango’s  

social media pages. 
— Romal Laisram

romal 
@newindianexpress.com

@elromal

How did you’ll manage to bring in the 
theme of Handloom Day with the single?
It’s a collaborative effort. We 
had several conversations with 
Adil about handloom and what 
makes it important for us — its 
presence in our everyday lives, 
the thousands of  people who 
work within the sector, the way 
each weave reflects its local cli-
mate. Our goal was to make the 
knowledge of  handloom a bit 
more accessible. A lot of  people 
wear, or use, handwoven fabrics 
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Raw Mango’s new rap  
single for National Handloom 
Day makes craft sound even cooler…
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T
he rhythms of Indian classical music hit 
the right chord with Leela: The SoundZ of  
Laya. Presented by Sangamam as part of  The 
Shibulal Family Philanthropic Initiatives, 
this evening of  instrumental ensemble music 

brings evocative melodies and dynamic improvisations 
to celebrate the beauty and timeless artistry of  carnatic 
music. Indulge speaks to Manjula Senthil — program 
director, Sangamam — about the origin of  the event, the 
setlist and the role of  improvisation in carnatic tradi-
tions that uphold the spirit of laya.

What was the idea behind this concert?
I had met K Sai Giridhar — ‘mridangist’ and lead artiste 
of  the event — a few months back. He wanted to do this as 
a percussion ensemble, like a one-of-a-kind experiment. 
At Sangamam, apart from the traditional concerts, we 
seek to present something different to the audience. As 
soon as this idea came to us from the artistes, we jumped 
at it and said we would present it to them.

The event title mentions ‘SoundZ of Laya.’ Will the musical intend to  
instrumentally explore the various aspects of ‘laya’ (tempo)?
Yes, rhythm and laya are not just about sound. Even when 
we speak or shout, there is laya in it. The artistes will 
bring in these ‘sounds of  life’ as a musical conversation 
among instruments melodically and beautifully,  
forming the SoundZ of  Laya.

Take us through the setlist for the event?
Broadly, the setlist is a vibrant musical journey. There 
will be around seven to eight songs, which will span 
between 90 to 100 minutes. One of  them is a tribute to the 
mridangam maestro, late Karaikudi R Mani, who was 
known for his unique rhythmic percussion style. The 
spirit of  the laya is carried through other pieces, such as 
Rainy Ranjani, where Ranjani refers to the family of  
ragas and is themed on the lush and refreshing emotions 
evoked by the monsoons.  Breezy Waves  is another  
inclusion, along with other tapping grooves and  
uplifting music.

Is there a particular raga, tala or composition in the setlist that holds  
special significance for the ensemble?
There is a dynamic and conversational piece that the 
artistes would perform with a khanjira, konnakol and 
keyboard called K&KK, along with Rainy Ranjani, which 
form the key pieces of  the performances.

Will the ensemble perform specially composed or arranged pieces with 
improvisations or ones already part of the musician’s repertoire?
The heart of  the concert lies in manodharma (a form of  
on-spot improvisation in Indian classical music). 
Although there would be some bits of  imagination and 
spontaneity, it is firmly rooted in traditional carnatic 
music. This allows the rhythm to emerge on its own in 
unexpected and evocative ways. That’s the artistic bril-
liance — a combination of  rhythm, mathematically  
technical framework and the limitless possibilities of  
musical expression.

How does the piano’s music sit through this musical of carnatic rhythms?
Though the piano is considered a western instrument, it 
brings out sharp and intricate carnatic rhythms very 
well. In this way, Aman Mahajan’s piano will be incorpo-
rated alongside other instruments — K Sai Giridhar 
(mridangam), G Guru Prasanna (khanjira), Amith A 
Nadig (flute) and Keshav Mohankumar (violin). It  
will bring a very good, improvised, contemporary ele-
ment, supplementing Spoorthi Rao’s vocals to complete 
the ensemble.

What do you think of the scenario of carnatic music today?
Today’s audience is really smart and intelligent; they 
always crave something very interactive and engaging. 
They connect with the artistes on a deeper level. It is so 
pure and intense that it will have a future in maintaining 
the traditions, as long as we present and explain it well to 
the audience.

What can the audience take away from the event?
It’s going to be a vibrant, conversational and incredibly 
immersive and a joyful experience for the audience. The 
blend of  carnatic rhythms across these different instru-
ments may be viewed through a completely fresh lens.

`299 onwards. August 8, 6 pm.  At BIC, Domlur.
— Vanisha R Bhonsle 

  indulge@newindianexpress.com
  @indulgexpress
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Leela: The SoundZ of Laya by Sangamam  
is an immersive musical experience marked  
by spontaneous rhythmic conversations  
and evocative carnatic melodies…
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but I’ve 
reached 
a  p o i n t 
where I’m 
c o m f o r t -
abl e  t a l k -
i n g  a b o u t 
t h e m .  I  n o 
l o n g e r  s e e 
those flaws as 
shortcomings. 
I ’ve  wanted to 
write something 
like this for a long 
time, but earlier the 
wounds were still too 
fresh. Now I can look 
back with a little more 
perspective. I’m hoping 
the process of  creating 
and performing this show 
changes me as much as it 
entertains the audience. If  I come 
away from it being a little kinder to 
myself, more accepting of  my flaws 
and, ultimately, a better human 
being, then I think I’ll have achieved 
what I set out to do,” she reveals.

The new special also arrives at 
what Sonu describes as a deeply lib-
erating phase in her life. She hopes 
every woman reaches a point where 
she can embrace her insecurities, 
stop seeking validation and cre-
ate work that feels true to herself, 
regardless of  how it is received. She 
plans to begin trial performances 
towards the end of  the year. While 
she is keeping the finer details under 
wraps, she reveals that the title will 
be a pun on a Kannada word, which 
also doubles as an English word that 
will aptly describe the show. 

T
he best financial 
advice Sonu Venugopal 
ever received came from 
her mother. It was sim-
ple, memorable and, as 

it turns out, the perfect title for a 
stand-up special. High Risk, Low 
Return has since become one of  
the Bengaluru comedienne’s most 
popular shows, turning an offhand 
piece of  parental wisdom into an 
evening of  laughter about all the 
ways adulthood refuses to reward 
effort. The Kannada stand-up spe-
cial, Sonu’s two-year-old solo out-
ing, finds humour in terrible invest-
ments, questionable life choices and 
the exhausting business of  trying too 
hard only to get very little in return. 
It is a theme that resonates with any-
one who has stared at an overflowing 
to-do list, an empty bank account or 
a plan that looked much better on 
paper than it did in real life. Her sto-
rytelling moves between memories 
of  growing up in a small town and 
the wonderfully chaotic realities 
of  adult life, stitched together with 
sharp observations and an easy con-
versational style.

“High Risk, Low Return is very 
close to my heart because it is rooted 
in so many of  my childhood memo-
ries. I still don’t think the show is 
finished. I like my performances 
to flow naturally, rather than being 
divided into obvious sections, so 
I’ve been constantly refining the 
transitions to make it feel seamless. 
I also avoid repeating topics, which 
means that even after 90 minutes, 
there are still a few stories I’d love to 
weave into it before I can truly call 
it complete,” Sonu begins.

When we caught up with Sonu 
over the weekend, she shared that 
High Risk, Low Return has become 
much more than a collection of  
jokes. The stories have evolved with 
every performance, finding new 
layers as audiences continue to rec-
ognise themselves in the comedy 
of  misplaced optimism and spec-
tacularly average outcomes. Even 
as the current show continues to 
draw crowds, Sonu is already look-
ing ahead. Those who have already 
caught her previous specials have 
something new to look forward to. 
Sonu has begun work on her latest 
stand-up show, one she says she is 
more excited about than either of  
its predecessors. Unlike her ear-
lier specials, which centred on the 
people around her, this one places 
her at the heart of  the narrative, 
with the stories revolving around 
her own life and experiences.

“After eight years in stand-up, 
I can honestly say I’ve never felt 
more prepared for a show than I do 
for this one. Unlike my previous 
specials, this will be centred on me 
and my own experiences. The chal-
lenge, though, is to make it personal 
without becoming self-indulgent. I 
want audiences to see themselves in 
these stories, not just me. The show 
explores many of  my insecurities, 

`599 onwards. August 8, 6 pm. At Just  
BLR Comedy Club, Brigade Road.

— Srushti Kulkarni
 srushti@newindianexpress.com

 @Sru_Kulkarni

“My new show is really about the 
freedom I’m searching for in my own 
life. I hope every woman reaches a 
point where she worries less about 
what others think and spends more 
time looking inwards. We often go 
through life carrying so much emo-
tional weight and this show comes 
from wanting to let go of  some of  
it. Every show I write is shaped 
by a woman’s perspective because 
that’s the lens through which I see 
the world. But I think this one will 
speak to women more directly than 
anything I’ve done before. I’ve never 
felt this readiness for a show. I’m 
approaching the entire process dif-
ferently, which makes it incredibly 
exciting. In fact, I already know 
exactly what I want the poster to 
look like,” she concludes.
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Bengaluru comedienne Sonu  
Venugopal reflects on the stories that  

shaped her most popular special and reveals  
why her next show will be her most personal yet… 
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F
ourteen years have passed 
since we first met actress Diana 
Penty, who graced the screens as 
the endearing Meera in Cocktail 
(2012). Since then, Diana has 
quietly become a force to be 
reckoned with, excelling in both 
filmmaking and fashion. Be it 
her versatility in roles across 
projects like Happy Bhag Jayegi 

(2016), Parmanu  (2018), Do You Wanna 
Partner (2025) or even her Malayalam debut 
project Salute (2022), or her high-profile 
appearances across international plat-
forms like the Cannes Film Festival, she 
has exuded immense grace and confidence. 
Furthermore, with relentless pace being 
an unstated norm for the industry, Diana 
has presented that growth can definitely be 
achieved with intentionality rather than 
frantic continuity. 

In the afterglow of  a brilliant streak of  
recent releases that performed well at the 
box office like Chhaava (2025) — where 
she starred alongside Vicky Kaushal, 
Akshaye Khanna and Rashmika Mandanna 

Basking in Bengaluru’s  
vibrant energy, actress 
Diana Penty reflects on  
a career guided by her  

own instinct, the art of slow  
living and how old Mumbai 
homes shaped her love for 

peace and personal spaces… 
By Pranav Shriram

— and a fun take on start-
up culture in Do You Wanna 
Partner  where she star red 
a longside  Tamannah Bhatia , 
the Bollywood star recently visited 
Bengaluru to grace the launch of  Rumi 
Fine Fragrances and Indulge caught up 
with her to learn much about her and her 
thoughts on the city alongside her journey 
as an artiste. In the tête-a-tête with us, we 
learn of  a Diana who is ever so grounded 
by the nostalgic aesthetic and structures of  
old Mumbai, who trusts her own instincts 
to take the right decisions and how clean-
ing cluttered spaces has now become 
her foray into her newfound interest in  
redesigning interiors. 

You have visited Bengaluru a couple of times before. 
What about the city’s environment or character do you 
like the most?
I’ve been to Bengaluru quite a few times 
over the years and I’ve always loved its vibe. 
It has a really vibrant energy and there’s a 
certain warmth and laid-back quality to it 
that I’ve always enjoyed. I hope to be back 
soon and spend a little more time here.

Over the years, with your wide range of film selections, 
what does a good script mean to you today?
Something that my gut and intuition tell 
me is that I should close my eyes and do it 
without questioning. I’ve realised that over 
the years, the one thing that has never let 
me down is my intuition and so I’ve decided 
I’m never going to go against it ever. When 
you read a script like that — you just know. 
At least, it’s happened with me every single 
time. Every time I read a script and I want to 
know more about it, or if  it’s riveting, I want to 
keep turning the page and I don’t want to put 
it down. If  the character appeals to me, the 
overall story just feels right; that’s the kind 
of  film I’d do. It’s essentially the kind of  film 
that I would want to watch as an audience 
member. It comes down to that. Whereas 
if  I’m not feeling it and I just force myself  to 
do it because, on paper, everything is good 
about it — I feel like those don’t always work 
for me personally. So, I’ve realised that my 
intuition is what I should always follow.

And how do you spend your time off between such  
projects to recuperate and work on yourself?
Frankly, the time between films or any kind 
of  projects for me is just ‘being.’ Doing not 
much, not overburdening myself  with any-
thing physically or mentally. Just doing 
what I know works for me, makes me happy 
and just helps me be, because I think that’s 
that. Going to the gym, meeting my friends 
and cleaning up also helps. Sometimes, I just 
feel like settling and going through a ward-
robe and clearing out. It just really helps to 
clean up your mind as well. I also often feel 
like doing up a certain space. I love interior 
decorating — I just love it! For some reason, 
it just comes quite naturally to me and I 
like doing up different corners differently. 

It’s very therapeutic. I 
just do things that I enjoy. 
Nothing specific. I don't like 
sticking to schedules or strict 
routines because, for some reason, 
that stresses me out. So when I want 
to spend time by myself, I just go with 
the flow and take the day as it comes.

You’ve always stood out on major national and inter-
national platforms wearing high-fashion pieces, but 
your everyday persona feels quite grounded. Is fashion 
an alter-ego for you while the real Diana prefers to play 
it quieter?
I don’t think of  fashion as an alter ego 
because it has always been a form of  self-
expression for me. I enjoy its creativity and I 
love collaborating with designers who have 
a strong point of  view. But off  the red carpet, 
I’m actually quite simple. My personal style 
has always leaned towards classic, timeless 
pieces — nothing too loud or overthought. 
I’ve never been someone who enjoys being 
the centre of  attention just for the sake of  it. 
So yes, there’s definitely a contrast between 
the glamour people see at events and who 
I am in everyday life. But both are authen-
tically me. One is just work and creative 
expression, while the other is where I’m 
most comfortable.

When you look back at your childhood and growing up 
years in Mumbai, what specific memory do you find  
yourself leaning on the most when the chaos of the film 
industry gets overwhelming?
I grew up in a very grounded household 
where both my parents worked regular jobs 
and I lived a very normal, low-key life. I 
was taught to value hard work, kindness 
and above all, being a decent human being. 
Even today, when work gets overwhelming, 
I remind myself  that it’s only one part of  my 
life. My family, my friends, my pets and my 
home are what keep me grounded. I think 
having that foundation has helped me navi-
gate this industry without ever losing sight 
of  who I am.

You discussed redesigning spaces and developing a new 
interest in interiors. When you look back at spaces and 
pockets from the city and the places you have visited and 
grown up in, how do those physical spaces influence the 
way you protect your inner peace now?
I’ve always felt that spaces affect the way we 
feel far more than we realise. Some of  my 
favourite memories are of  old Mumbai 
homes that had so much character— high 
ceilings, large windows, trees outside and 
this sense of  calm that didn’t feel rushed. 
Maybe that’s why I’m so drawn to interi-
ors today. I enjoy creating spaces that feel 
warm, uncluttered and peaceful because 
home has become my way of  switching off  
from everything outside. In a city that’s 
constantly moving, it’s nice to have one 
place that feels slow. I also think growing up 
in Mumbai taught me to appreciate those 
quieter moments. Whether it’s sitting by 
the window when it’s raining, having a cup 
of  coffee, reading a book, or simply spend-
ing time with my dogs and cats — those 
simple rituals have become my way of  
recharging.

  pranav.shriram 
@newindianexpress.com
  @pranav_shriram

Uncluttered 
& unstoppable! 

I don’t think of  fashion as an alter ego because it has 
always been a form of  self-expression for me. I enjoy  
its creativity and I love collaborating with designers  

who have a strong point of  view...

tête-à-tête

Diana Penty
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F
ilms are the love 
language that millions 
of  people around the 
w o rl d  u n d e r s t a n d . 
Often for ming their 

own dialect of  these languages, 
directors have always broken 
and reinvented the rules of  sto-
rytelling. And more often than 
not, every big filmmaker at some 
point in their life has dabbled with 
short films during their career. 
These projects of fer specific 
visions that filmmakers possess 
and highlight the larger possi-
bility of  their narrative’s scope. 
Bengaluru International Short 
Film Festival (BISFF) has upheld 
this passion for 15 editions and 

now 
w i t h 

i t s  1 6 t h 
edition rolled 

out, it has definitely 
become an integral part of  the 

city’s cultural circuit. With new 
additions in categories this year 
like the Dancing Lens and inter-
national and national standout 
titles like La Ligne De Vie (The 
Lifeline), Close Your Eyes Hind, 
Small  Clouds ,  Aasmani  and 
many others promising stellar 
screenings; master classes and 
more — BISFF prepares itself  
to make this year all the more 
engaging. We rope in founder 
Anand Varadaraj to discuss what 
we can expect from this year’s 
edition of  the festival.

You’ve received a record 3,300+  
submissions from over 100 countries  
this year; that’s a staggering amount of 

cinema 
to filter 

through! What 
was the curation 

process like this year 
and did you notice any  

surprising global themes  
or recurring patterns in what  

storytellers are creating right now?
What stood out to us most this 
year was the sheer quality of  the 
films. BISFF has always attract-
ed exceptional submissions but 
this edition felt different. The 
overall standard was remarkably 
high and it made the curation one 
of  the most challenging we’ve 
experienced. We often returned 
to the same films, watched them 
again, discussed them at length 
and re-evaluated our choices. It 
wasn’t about finding good films; 
it was about choosing among so 
many deserving ones. We want-
ed every filmmaker to receive a 
fair, thoughtful evaluation and 
for the final selection to reflect 
the strongest work we received 
this year. In terms of  themes, it’s 
always fascinating to see how 
filmmakers from completely dif-
ferent parts of  the world respond 
to similar realities. Without any 
coordination, many were explor-
ing the same concerns through 
very different stories. We noticed 

sever-
al  f i lms 

dealing with 
war and its last-

ing impact, stories 
seen through the eyes 

of  children and narratives 
that questioned crime, justice 

and morality. While each film 
was rooted in its own culture and 
context — those shared themes 
kept emerging, reminding us 
how universal many of  today’s 
concerns have become.

The Dancing Lens  category is a new  
section you’ve added this year and it 
sounds like a visual treat. What drove the 
decision to highlight dance/movement in 
the film specifically?
Cinema has always found new 
ways to tell stories and dance is 
one of  the most instinctive forms 
of  expression we have. With 
Dancing Lens, we wanted to cre-
ate a space for films where move-
ment isn’t simply choreography 
or performance, but the story 
itself. What’s fascinating is that 
these films communicate across 
cultures without relying heavily 
on language. A gesture, a pause 
or even the way a body occupies 
a space can reveal emotion with 
incredible honesty. In a short 
film, where every frame matters, 
movement becomes an especial-
ly powerful storytelling tool. It 
invites audiences to feel the nar-
rative rather than just follow it. 
For us, this section is about rec-
ognising that storytelling isn’t 
confined to words. Sometimes 
the most profound stories are the 
ones that are experienced rather 
than spoken. 

What is the single biggest pitfall you  
see emerging short filmmakers fall into 
when trying to compress a big idea into  
a tight runtime?
A major pitfall faced by filmmak-
ers is when they try to over-com-
plicate a plot, storyline, themes, 
etc, in a short film. When the 
narrative takes too much of  the 
space, the film ends up failing to 
deliver what it initially meant 
to achieve. The most successful 
short films embrace clarity and 
restraint, focusing on a single 
idea, emotion or narrative rather 
than trying to fit everything that 
a feature-length movie contains.

If you could only preserve one short film 
from the history of global cinema for future 
generations to watch, which one would you 
pick and why? 
If  I had to choose one, it would 
be Murder at Monkey Hill (1976) 
by Vidhu Vinod Chopra. What 
makes it even more remarkable 
is that it was made as his student 
film at FTII. Every time I revisit 
it, I’m amazed by how ambitious 
and assured it is. The use of  a two-
camera setup, the inventive cam-
era angles and the way it builds 
a compelling crime narrative in 
just 25 minutes demonstrate an 
extraordinary understanding of  
cinematic language. It’s a remind-
er that great filmmaking isn’t 
defined by the scale of  production 
or the length of  the film but by the 
strength of  vision. 

The online festival is on till August 
14. Catch the on-ground festival  

from August 14 to 16.
— Pranav Shriram

  pranav.shriram 
@newindianexpress.com

 @pranav_shriram

Short
shots
that matter!

Bengaluru International Short Film Festival 
founder Anand Varadaraj discusses what’s  

in store for the upcoming 16th edition…
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ence.  I t 
b e l o n g s 
to everyone 
who appreci-
ates beautiful 
literature. 

For the performance  
happening this weekend, 
there are two pieces — Ek 
Mulaqat  and Rang Aur Noor.  
Tell us more about these  

it relevant 
and accessi-
ble for today’s 
audiences.

Tell us a little  
about Urdu poetry.  
What made you fall in love  
with it and why did you want  
to conserve and celebrate it?
What captivated me about 
Urdu was its ability to express 
the deepest human emotions 
with remarkable grace and sim-
plicity. There is no fixed musical 
style. Depending on the presenta-
tion, you may hear harmonium, 
tabla, sarangi, sitar, flute or con-
temporary arrangements. The 
music serves the poetry, allow-
ing the words and emotions to 
remain at the centre. Whether it 
is love, hope, longing, separation 
or resilience, Urdu poetry has 
a universality that transcends 
language. Even people who don’t 
understand every word often 
connect with its emotion and 
musicality. That experience con-
vinced me that Urdu should not 
remain confined to a niche audi-

culture
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T
h e 
c ity   
h a s 
a l w a y s 
b e e n 

home to audiences that 
have appreciated beauti-
ful pieces of  Urdu poetry 
— be it in the form of  ghaz-
als, shayari, nazms or prayers 
— dedicated to celebrating life 
and all that breathes within it. 
Rekhta Foundation is that sacred 
space, curated to conserve as 
well as encourage more up and 
coming practitioners of  this art. 
This Sunday, the foundation has 
put together two very special 
productions — Ek Mulaqat and 
Rang Aur Noor for its Bengaluru 
audience. In conversation with 
the founder Sanjiv Saraf, we get 
to take a peek into his world and 
the poetic nuances awaiting one 
at the upcoming productions. 

What is the Rekhta foundation and  
why was it important for you to  
conserve Urdu poetry?
I am a student and admirer of  
Urdu. The idea behind Rekhta 
Foundation came from my own 
desire to learn the language. 
While searching for quality 
resources, I realised that despite 
Urdu’s extraordinary literary 
legacy, there wasn’t a single 
platform that made its literature 
easily accessible to everyone. 
That inspired the creation of  
Rekhta. What started as a digital 
platform has today evolved into 
a much larger cultural move-
ment. Through Rekhta, learning 
initiatives, performances and 
festivals like Jashn-e-Rekhta and 
Shaam-e-Rekhta — our endeav-
our is to preserve, promote and 
celebrate Urdu while making 

Soulful shayari 

performances. What can the  
audience expect?
The audience can look forward 
to two distinct artistic experi-
ences, each celebrating a differ-
ent dimension of  Urdu’s literary 
heritage. Ek Mulaqat is a moving 
theatrical production inspired 
by the relationship between 
Sahir Ludhianvi and Amrita 
Pritam. It beautifully brings 
together theatre, poetry and 
music to explore the lives, writ-
ings and emotional journeys of  
two of  the subcontinent’s most 
celebrated literary figures. Rang 
Aur Noor, on the other hand, is 
a grand musical theatrical pro-
duction written and directed 
by Huma Khalil — a tribute to 
the extraordinary contribution 
of  Urdu and hindustani poets 
to Indian cinema. Through live 
singing, music, dance and evoca-
tive visual storytelling — the 
performance revisits the golden 
era of  Bollywood, celebrating 
the timeless poetry and unfor-
gettable lyrics that have shaped 
generations of  music lovers. It is 
a reminder of  how deeply Urdu 
has enriched our cinematic and 
cultural heritage. Together, 
these perfor mances demon-
strate how literature can come 
alive on stage through multiple 
art forms.

For a first-timer who has never listened  
to Urdu poetry, which of the two  
performances would you recommend?
I would honestly recommend 
both because each offers a dif-
ferent doorway into Urdu. If  
someone enjoys theatre and sto-
rytelling, Ek Mulaqat offers an 
emotionally engaging introduc-
tion through the lives of  Sahir 
and Amrita. If  music is what 
moves them, Rang Aur Noor is 
a wonderful way to experience 
the contribution of  Urdu and 
hindustani poets to Indian cin-
ema through beautifully com-
posed musical interpretations. 
The beauty of  both productions 
is that prior knowledge of  Urdu 
isn’t  necessary.  The perfor-
mances communicate through 
emotion, music and storytell-
ing, making them accessible to 

each and everyone.

What next for the  
Rekhta Foundation ?

Alongside our digital 
platfor ms, publications 

and lear ning initiatives, 
we want to continue creating 

spaces where people can experi-
ence literature through music, 
theatre and conversation. We 
certainly look forward to bring-
ing more such programmes to 
Bengaluru. The city’s vibrant 
cultural audience has welcomed 
us whole-heartedly and warm-

ly and we hope this marks 
the beginning of  a long and 
meaningful association.

`4,999 onwards.  
August 9, 5 pm.  

At Prestige Centre  
for Performing Arts,  
Konanakunte Cross.

— Anusha Mary Jones
indulge 

 @newindianexpress.com
 @indulgexpress

The Rekhta Foundation celebrates its finest Urdu  
poetry with Shaam-e-Rekhta — an event that includes  
two productions happening in the city, this weekend…

curtain raiser

Glimpses from the previous editions

Sanjiv Saraf
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F
rom the valleys of  
Kashmir to the deserts of  
Rajasthan,  singer-song-
writer Aabha Hanjura’s 
latest single, O Ri Sakhi, 

brings together two distinct folk tra-
ditions in a contemporary wedding 
anthem. Inspired by the Kashmiri 
folk classic Bhumbro and Rajasthan’s 
vibrant Bannaro celebrations, the 
track, created in collaboration with 
the Manganiyar Ensemble and The 
Khan Brothers — marks the first 
release from her new cross-cultural 
project, Bridges. Aabha talks about 
blending regional sounds, preserving 
the essence of  folk music and why she 
believes traditional music continues 
to thrive by evolving.

O Ri Sakhi  brings together the music of Kashmir 
and Rajasthan. What made you think of  
combining these two traditions?
When I began writing O Ri Sakhi, the 
melody naturally took me towards 
folk. I imagined it as a wedding anthem 
and brought in the iconic Kashmiri 
folk tale of  Bombur Te Yemberzal. 
The chakri-style folk song Bhumbro 
— which represents hope, longing 
and love — fit beautifully. As the song 
evolved, I wanted to take this story to 
Rajasthan, where I found the perfect 
counterpart through my collabora-
tion with the Manganiyar Ensemble 
and The Khan Brothers. Bhumbro 
blended with Bannaro and something 
magical emerged. I believe folk music 
evolves through the artistes who rein-
terpret and carry it forward and O Ri 
Sakhi is my small contribution to that 
beautiful journey.

What similarities did you find between Bhumbro 
and Rajasthan’s wedding folk traditions?
It was actually the contrasts that 
excited me. Kashmir and Rajasthan 
are visually and culturally so differ-
ent. One is shaped by mountains and 
rivers and the other by deserts and 
dunes. Bringing these two worlds 
together created something unusu-
ally beautiful and I think that is what 
makes O Ri Sakhi special.

How did you keep the original feeling of both  
traditions while giving the song a modern touch?
Authenticity was the most impor-
tant thing. I never wanted to simply 
sample these traditions. We spent 
time understanding the musical lan-
guage of  both regions so that neither 
tradition overpowered the other. 
Traditional instruments such as the 
rabab and tumbaknari from Kashmir 
and the sarangi  and kartal  from 

Rajasthan, helped preserve their 
essence; while the voices of  the 

Manganiyars added an unmis-
takable Rajasthani flavour. My 

producer, Hriday Goswami, 
then brought everything 

together in a contemporary 
soundscape.

What was your experience  
of working with The 

Khan Brothers?

It was enriching and full of  learn-
ing. The Khan Brothers come from 
the manganiyar tradition, while my 
sound leans towards contemporary 
folk-pop. I wanted to immerse myself  
in their music and storytelling and 
together we created something organ-
ic. I brought Kashmir to the table and 
in return I learned so much about 
Rajasthan and its musical traditions.

You have always worked towards bringing 
Kashmiri music to a wider audience. How do  
you make traditional music connect with  
today’s listeners?
Kashmir lies at the heart of  my music 
because I feel deeply connected to my 
roots. At the same time, I enjoy experi-
menting by writing and singing in 
different languages while keeping the 
sound contemporary. My music exists 
between folk and modernity and I 
think that helps younger audiences 
connect with it. Through my live per-
formances, I hope people leave feel-
ing lighter and happier. Traditional 
music survives by evolving and find-
ing new listeners.

The song is the first release from your project 
Bridges. What was the idea behind starting  
this project?
Bridges  comes from the idea that 
music can connect people, regions 
and cultures. Through this project, I 
want to create meaningful collabora-
tions between artistes and traditions 
from across India and eventually the 
world. India has extraordinary musi-
cal diversity and there is so much 
beauty in discovering the common 
threads that connect us. O Ri Sakhi is 
the first step in that journey.

How has your journey been in taking  
Kashmiri folk music to new audiences?
It has been a beautiful journey. As an 
independent artiste, especially a wom-
an building her career from the ground 
up, there have been challenges but I am 
grateful for the love audiences have 
shown my music. When I started, there 
were very few contemporary spaces 
for Kashmiri folk music in the main-
stream. Songs like Hukus Bukus and 
my independent releases have shown 
that regional music can transcend 
language and geography. Performing 
these songs on festival stages across 
the country and seeing audiences con-
nect with them years later continues 
to be deeply fulfilling.

O Ri Sakhi is   
streaming on all  
audio platforms. 

— Alwin Benjamin Soji
 alwin@newindianexpress.com

 @al_ben_so

Aabha Hanjura talks about bringing  
together the musical traditions of Kashmir 
and Rajasthan in O Ri Sakhi  and launching  
her new cross-cultural project, Bridges…

spotlight

Aabha Hanjura



F
or over a decade, 
Christ ina  Andrew 
has been lending her 
voice to jingles and 
vo i c e - ove r s .  N ow, 

with Baby Do Die Do, she has 
s te pped into  the  world  of  
Bollywood playback singing 
with two very different songs – 
the romantic Kaun Hai Woh 
and the rap track Kitni Gardi 
Hai. Christina talks about her 
unexpected journey from sing-
ing covers online to making her 
film debut, the challenges of  
recording different styles of  
music and what she hopes to 
explore next.

You have sung two very different songs in 
Baby Do Die Do — the romantic Kaun Hai 
Woh and the rap track Kitni Gardi Hai. 
Which one was more challenging to sing 
and why?
Kaun Hai Woh required a very 
soft, breathy vocal. Its softness, 
emotion and melodic nature 
were very instinctive for me. 
Kitni Gardi Hai was definitely 
the more challenging one, but 
also the most fulfilling piece of  
work I’ve done so far. The voice 
had to feel deeply personal and 
hard-hitting, yet completely 
nonchalant,  almost like an 
internal monologue. Composer 
Arjun Iyer’s meticulous direc-
tion was exactly what I needed 
to create this voice.

Arjun Iyer first noticed you through a 
friend’s Instagram story. Did you 
ever imagine that one social media 
post would lead to singing in a 
Bollywood film?
A b s o l u t e l y  n o t ! 
Bollywood was nev-

er really part of  my dream. I 
always imagined myself  in the 
indie space, experimenting with 
my own music and singing ad 
jingles because I genuinely love 
doing them. It all started with a 
cover I had posted of  Mehfuz by 
Euphoria .  T hat  one  cover 
opened a door I never expected.

Before playback singing, you spent many 
years singing jingles and doing voice-
overs. How did those experiences  
prepare you for singing in films?
Singing jingles for well over a 
decade has shaped me immense-
ly as a vocalist. It has given me 
an instinctive understanding 
of  what I  bring into every 
recording session and helped 
me interpret what a director 
wants from my voice.

You received messages from Huma 
Qureshi and Rachit Singh after the  
 

film was released. What was your  
first reaction?
Their messages were genuinely 
touching and reflected their 
appreciation and warmth. It 
reassured me that I’m moving 
in the right direction.

Every song has its own mood and  
emotion. How do you prepare yourself 
before recording a song?
Film songs are a little different. 
I like to spend more time with 
the track and really absorb the 
emotion of  the song before 
going in for the final take.

You have now sung a romantic song as 
well as a rap track. Do you enjoy trying 
different styles of music?
I’ve never been a one-genre 
kind of  gal. I genuinely 
enjoy listening to all kinds 
of  music and I love the 
challenge of  singing 
across different genres 
too. I’m gonna start vocal 
training  soon because 
there’s always room to grow.

The music industry is changing and many 
singers are now getting noticed through 
social media. What advice would you 
give to young singers who hope to get 
their big break online?
When you begin chasing a dream, 
it’s important to remember that 
meaningful things take time. 
They demand patience, consis-
tency, resilience and a willing-
ness to keep learning. Everyone’s 
journey unfolds differently. 
Some people find their path early, 
while others, like me, take the 
scenic route. And most impor-
tantly keep posting your stuff  

online! You never know who 
you’ll reach and how! It hon-

estly could be as random as 
my story!
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Looking back, what has been the biggest 
challenge in your journey from singing 
jingles to becoming a playback singer?
As a freelancer or independent 
artiste, building relationships 
with people you genuinely con-
nect  with creatively  is  an 
important part of  growing your 
c a re e r.  Ta l e n t  a l o n e  i s n’ t 
enough. If  you’re kind, honest, 
passionate about your craft and 
reliable,  people  genuinely 
enjoy working with you.

Now that you’ve made  
your mark with Baby Do Die Do,  
what kind of songs or artistes  
would you love to work with next?
I’ll never say no to ad jingles, 
they’ve been such an important 
part of  my journey. But now 
that I’ve had a taste of  the 
Bollywood world, I’d love to do 
more films and OTT projects. 
I’d also love the opportunity to 
collaborate with composers 
and music directors whose 
work I truly admire, including 
S h a s h w a t  S a c h d e v,  A m i t 
Trivedi, AR Rahman, OAFF, 
R a m  S a m p a t h ,  S h a n k a r –
Ehsaan–Loy, Vishal–Shekhar, 
S a l i m – S u l a i m a n  a n d  
Sneha Khanwalkar.

Kaun Hai Woh and  
Kitni Gardi Hai are  

streaming on all  
audio platforms. 

— Alwin Benjamin Soji
  alwin@newindianexpress.com

 @al_ben_so

Christina Andrew 
talks about her unexpected 

journey from jingles and voice
overs to singing two tracks 

for Baby Do Die Do…
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Manipur’s ‘twisted reality’ 
needs sharper attention. 

You mentioned that Song for the Undead 
addresses the erosion of empathy and the loss 
of everyday life in Manipur. What thoughts 
went into writing the song to specifically 
explore that subject?
Actually, Song for the Undead is 
not a relatively new piece of  mate-
rial in the sense that it wasn’t writ-
ten only after the conflict started 
in Manipur. The place is such that 
it has perpetually been under the 
scanner because of  the multiple 
issues that the citizens have been 

experiencing. And so that led to 
the erosion or the depletion of  col-
lective consciousness, morality, 
social responsibility and whatnot 
— essentially everything that is 
considered ideal in another world. 
So I started to notice the absence of  
that in that society. And then that 
sort of  only aggravated or kind of  
came full circle when the event took 
place in May 2023. 

Could you further  
break down the title for us?
It’s just a mere reflection of  how 
people are existing now in the 
backdrop of  the whole incident pre-

were crucial in planning a new 
release, their first in almost eight 
years. Song For The Undead is their 
newly released single that captures 
a human response amid unrest. 
“It was written in the context of  
the ongoing conflict in Manipur, 
which began in May 2023 and has 
profoundly affected everyday life 
in the region. The song isn’t about 
documenting specific events or tak-
ing a partisan position. Rather, it 
reflects on what prolonged conflict 
does to ordinary people: the grad-
ual erosion of  empathy, truth and 
the beauty of  everyday existence,” 

says Nitin. We also talk 
with the artiste about 

working through 
creative frus-

tration amid 
o n g o i n g 

t u r m o i l 
and why 

I
n the face of  conflict and 
unrest, music often chan-
nels emotions about the sur-
roundings. Shoegaze psych-
rock band Lo! Peninsula, 

based in Imphal, began making 
music in 2017 and released their 
first EP, AKA Lo Peninsula, in 2018. 
Since then, releasing new music 
did not feel like the right step. The 
conflict in Manipur has severely 
affected daily life, turning it into 
a struggle for survival, as band 
lead vocalist and guitarist Nitin 
Shamurailatpam explains. “In an 
ordinary scenario, people would 

definitely not be taking 
this long,” says Nitin, 

adding, “we were 
also not mental-

ly in the right 
space owing to 

whatever is 
happening 
around.”

T h e 
p a s t  s i x 
m o n t h s , 
however, 

vailing in the state of  
Manipur. There’s no clever 

idea behind it. ‘Undead’ here is 
referring to the general public, 
the general masses who have now 
seemed to have lost their collective 
conscience, wisdom and intellect. 
We have been blind to the inactive-
ness and incompetencies of  the 
leaders and whoever is in charge of  
maintaining peace in the state. We 
are in a morbid state. So, this could 
be a helpless call to people to realise 
that, ‘hey, this is what we are in’ or 
‘that we are in a state of  limbo and 
that this is not how we should be 
existing.’

As an artiste, how did you approach crafting 
the arrangements for this song to reflect on 
those heavy emotions?
I’ve never looked at it from that 
perspective. But in simple terms, I 
would say that the guitar melodies 
that start off  the song, it evolved. 
Sonically, I wanted to bring forth 
some sort of  tension and I wanted 
to further explore that space. Also, 
when I said that this song existed 
way before the conflict happened, 
what I meant by that is the song 
without the lyrics. And so it sort 
of  developed only after we started 
recording it.

Would you consider this release a form of 
catharsis? What message or action would  
you hope to see regarding Manipur?
It’s like any other creative outlet 
for expressing feelings and experi-
ences. It’s the only outlet we have to 
release frustration from my experi-
ences. And this is by no means to say 
that the song represents the collec-
tive voices of  the place. Of  course 
not... that is not what it is. But as for 
the message I’d like to see or what I 
would like other people to think, I 
know only this: be more aware of  
what is happening in the country. 
For example, if  there’s a massive 
crisis in another part of  the world 
— people are amplifying voices for 
those events on social media and 
other media. So likewise, more peo-
ple should be aware of  this situation 
too. The issue of  Manipur should 
not be treated as less than other 
major issues. Everyone, regardless 
of  their profile, should also notice 
what is happening here. People 
should be aware of  the distorted or 
twisted reality of  Manipur today.

Song for the  
Undead is out on all  

audio platforms.
— Pranav Shriram

  pranav.shriram 
@newindianexpress.com

  @pranav_shriram
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Manipur’s Lo! Peninsula releases its first single  
since 2018; vocalist Nitin Shamurailatpam takes  
us behind the journey and importance of this song…

through
conflict!

noteworthy

18
Band members of  Lo! Peninsula

PI
C

: J
ar

ed
 K

ra
us

s

PIC: Boycha Yengkhom



telewatch

19

 the new indian express
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7, 2026 | bengaluru

on-screen/showtime

Thriller:  
The Last House
Ann (Greta Lee) and Jason 
(Wagner Moura) are parents  
in a suburban family who wake  
up one day to realise they are  
completely and inexplicably 
sealed in their home. As days, 
months and even years pass,  
dwindling supplies become the 
least of their concerns when they 
realise a sinister force is keeping 
them trapped alongside everyone 
else. August 7. On Netflix.

Docu-series: Mourinho
Offering an intimate look into the life of legendary football  
manager José Mourinho. Traversing beyond the successful  
campaigns like the UEFA Champions League victory with FC 
Porto, the three-part series will focus on the person who  
carries the tactical genius, polarising leadership style and 
touchline theatrics. With interviews from other football 
greats like Alex Ferguson, Zlatan Ibrahimovic,  
Eden Hazard and many others, this project will offer  
an in-depth look into the coach-manager we’ve  
come to know. August 11. On Netflix.

Comedy: Alley Cats
British comedy great Ricky Gervais is 

showrunner and voice actor in this slacker 
comedy, which follows Gus, an opinionated 
and boastful cat who believes himself to be 

smart and brave but seems to have no 
grasp of his reality. Alongside his gang of 

stray British cats, Gus navigates absurd 
events, territorial squabbles, human  

hazards and survival. August 7. On  Netflix.

Crime Thriller:  
Vadhandhi (Season 2)

SI Moosa Raaza (M Sasikumar) is sent to Madurai as  
a punishment transfer. Amidst the Jallikattu festival in the city, 

skeletal remains are unearthed. Having realised that he wrongly 
linked a high-profile cold case to this evidence, subjecting Mani 
(Yashwanth) to a life sentence that he may not deserve, Raaza 

sets out to set the record straight. August 7. On Prime Video.

Period Drama:  
Operation Safed Sagar
This film brings to life the Indian Air Force’s  
Golden Arrows Squadron and their heroics on screen. 
Squadron Leader Ajay Ahuja (Siddharth Suryanarayan) and senior  
air leadership Jimmy Shergill alongside the young squad of officers —  
Flying Officer RS Dhaliwal ‘Dhali’ (Abhay Verma), Flying Officer CH Bal Reddy 
‘Baldy’ (Mihir Ahuja) and Flight Lieutenant Jitendra Sangwan ‘Sangy’ (Taaruk 
Raina) face combat, extreme terrains and high altitude threats as enemy  
forces occupy strategic positions in mountains. August 7. On Netflix.

Documentary:  
The World  

According to  
Kim Jong Un

Archival footage, expert analysis and  
previously unpublished interviews with  
historians, politicians and those close to  

Kim Jong Un’s regime merge to create  
a documentary that takes viewers 
behind the veil of power in North 

Korea. August 12. 
Discovery +

Adventure: The  
Super Mario Galaxy Movie

Sequel to the hit first film, this movie follows Mario (Chris Pratt) and his brother Luigi  
(Charlie Day) alongside Princess Peach (Anya Taylor-Joy) and Toad (Keegan-Michael Key) 

living their everyday life. After befriending Yoshi (Donald Glover), they fall into action to 
thwart the cosmic plot of Bowser (Jack Black) and his son, Bowser Jr (Benny Safdie).  

August 7.  On JioHotstar.



Amkette  

Mozen Air 800

This marvellous 3-in-1 wireless charger 

does an excellent job recharging smart-

phones, earbuds and Apple watches. It sup-

ports Qi 2 protocol, providing speeds up to 

15W for your compatible phone , 5W for 

your earbuds (Apple AirPods, Samsung 

Galaxy Buds) and 3W for Apple Watches. On 

usage, I found the charging to be consistent across 

smartphones I tried  (iPhones, Pixels, Galaxy phones  

and certain OnePlus devices). A big advantage is the 45°  

swivel adjustment, which can be adjusted for your viewing 

while charging. There’s also a magnetic ring provided.  

AirPods recharge seamlessly, while the Apple Watch has  

to be placed securely to recharge. A solid wireless  

multi-charging device from Amkette!  

amkette.com

Noise Junior Champ 3

This smartwatch for kids looks great on the wrist 

and stays secure. It’s packed with real smart fea-

tures like parental controls, gamified experiences, 

habit building,  and a DND mode. The smartwatch is ideal 

for kids who insist on having one, as it can be fully controlled 

and monitored by parents via an app. It also tracks health— 

sleep, steps, calories, and heart rate—encouraging a healthy 

 lifestyle. Other features include smart scheduling, where the  

watch alerts for drinking water, study time, playtime etc. There are  

also educational games and quizzes built in to keep the child active  

and motivated. Junior Champ 3 also has 1ATM water resistance and an  

extra-long battery life (one week +).   

gonoise.com

Wozoyo Air Purifier 

Wozoyo’s Pure Air PA4 is an exceptional air  

purifier that purifies both quickly and efficiently. 

PA4 is an air purifier+fan that’s ideal for homes and 

offices; it can cover a space of up to 1,211 sq ft with a 

CADR of 270. The air purifier sports a 4-in-1 filter, 

including a pre-filter, anti-bacterial filter, H13 HEPA 

and activated carbon. I’ve been using the PA4 for 

four weeks, and the results have been brilliant at 

home. PA4 removes smoke, PM 2.5, PM10, odour, pet dander, pollen and other 

toxic gases. The purifier is ultra-quiet and monitors PM levels on an LED 

indicator, helping you see progress. A huge benefit is the 105° swing 

and 90° oscillation, allowing the device to purify throughly around 

the room. There’s also Alexa and Google onboard, while the 

device can be controlled via an app remotely. Pure Air PA4 is a 

truly versatile air purifier, which is also light and can be 

easily carried using the handle.  

amazon.in wozoyo.com

Is there a shiny 
new gadget  

you’d  like to tell  
us about?   

Mail ashokpandian 
@gmail.com

GADGET
BOY

hot
stuff

Ashok Pandian
@ashokpandian
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Light Phone
The Light Phone is a flip phone 
with a custom-built Light OS 
and durable hardware. The 
phone contains essential tools 
like directions, music, notes, 
voice memos, weather,  
calculator, and authenticator. 
The phone comes with a 2.8” 
OLED display, a T9 keypad, 
3.5mm AUX, USB-C, flashlight, 
5G, 50MP camera, GPS, BT 5.0 
and a MediaTek MT8873  
processor. The light phone is 
ideal for users who don’t want 
the chaos associated with  
modern smartphones.  
thelightphone.com

Samsung 
Galaxy Z Fold8
Samsung has a winner in their 
hands with the incredible 
Galaxy Z Fold8. The Z fold8 is 
ultra light, comes in a new 
form factor with up to 3000 nits 
of brightness on both screens 
(10:16 cover screen and 4:3 
main screen). It runs on a 
Snapdragon 8 Elite Gen 5 Soc,  
a 4800mAh battery, dual 50 MP 
cameras, Galaxy AI, One UI 9, 
and a whole slew of outstand-
ing features. Pre-order now 
Samsung.com

HOVERAir Versa
Versa is a pocket camera that flies—literally! 
First off it’s a camera with a 3-axis gimbal and 
industry-leading specs, it also transforms into 
an aerial cinematographer, thanks to its snap-
on wings. HoverAir also does not require a con-
troller or manual inputs; it launches at the touch 
of a button and recognises your position, tracks 
movement and uses intelligent flight modes to 
film you from different angles and perspectives.  
hoverair.com

technology/gizmos

`1.85 lakh

`57,000

`28,500

`1,899

`1,999

`10,999



W
ith all the con-
troversies happen-
ing around us in the 
automotive industry, 
there is definitely a 

silver lining and it comes from none 
other than the AMG E 53 Hybrid 
4MATIC+ launched by Mercedes-
Benz India. It is the first sedan in 
the E-Class portfolio combining 
the unmatched performance of  an 
AMG with the efficiency and prac-
ticality of  a plug-in hybrid system. 

At the heart of  the AMG E 53 
Hybrid is a 3.0-litre in-line six-cyl-
inder turbocharged engine, pro-
ducing 449 hp on its own, paired 
with a 120-kW electric motor inte-
grated into the AMG SPEEDSHIFT 
TCT 9G transmission. Together, 
the two power sources deliver a 
system output of  585 hp and 750 
Nm of  torque, rising to 612 hp with 
the RACE START function. The 
result is a 0–100 km/h sprint in 3.8 
seconds, with top speed electroni-
cally limited to 250 km/h. A 400-volt 
battery with a gross capacity of  
28.6 kWh (21.2 kWh usable) enables 
purely electric driving at speeds of  
up to 140 km/h, with an electric-only 
range of  100 kilometres (WLTP). 
An 11-kW onboard AC charger is 
standard. The battery sits below 
the boot floor and is replenished 
through onboard or plug-in charg-
ing, as well as recuperation under 
regenerative braking. 

The car also comes with AMG 
RIDE CONTROL suspension, 
developed and tuned specifically 
for the model, alongside AMG 
Performance 4MATIC+ all-
wheel drive that distributes 
power variably between the 
front and rear axles for maxi-
mum traction. Active rear-axle 
steering is standard, turning 
the rear wheels opposite to the 
front by up to 2.5-degrees below 
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RACE START function.  
The vehicle is distinguished 

by an illuminated AMG-specific 
radiator grille, wider front fend-
ers (+11 mm on each side), and an 
independent AMG front apron 
with additional cooling ducts. 
The MBUX infotainment system 
carries AMG-specific displays, 
including AMG Performance and 
AMG TRACK PACE menus, along 
with hybrid-specific charging and 
range displays. The Burmester 4D 
surround sound system delivers 
17 speakers, four exciters and 730 
watts of  system output, with Dolby 
Atmos playback. 

This is the penultimate sedan for 
you and your family if  you are look-
ing for a powerful drive. 

Prices start at ̀ 1.45 crore,  
ex-showroom.

— Ranojoy Mukerji
ranojoy 

@newindianexpress.com
@ranojoym

90 km/h for agility, and in the same 
direction by up to 2.5-degrees above 
90 km/h for stability. An electrome-
chanical brake booster blends elec-
trical recuperation with hydrau-
lic braking, automatically maxi-
mising regeneration without the 
driver noticing the transition. The 
AMG DYNAMIC PLUS package 
adds an electronically controlled 
limited-slip rear differential, AMG 
dynamic engine mounts, an AMG 
high-performance composite brak-
ing system, an AMG Performance 
steering wheel in Nappa leather 
/ MICROCUT microfibre, and the 

The Triumph Tracker 400 is a 
factory-built, flat-tracker-inspired 
motorcycle developed on Triumph’s 
popular single-cylinder platform. 
Let’s break down the design philoso-
phy, technical architecture, and real-
world performance of  the motorcycle 
following a detailed road test.

Flat-track racing in the 1940s 
and 50s in America would use 
British motorcycles like Triumph 
Bonnevilles—and strip them down to 
their bare essentials. Modifications 
included installing wide handlebars, 
rear-offset footpegs, and custom 
tyres designed to handle dirt ovals 
and continuous sliding. Triumph 

has brought this heritage to a 
modern production motorcy-

cle with the Tracker 400. It 
brings authentic flat-track 

design, low-slung ergo-
nomics, and customised 
structural geometry 
into a factory motor-
cycle that is fully road-
legal and ready for 
daily use.

Underneath its cus-

tom styling, the Tracker 400 shares 
a smart balance of  components from 
across Triumph's 400cc lineup. Power 
comes from a 350cc single-cylinder 
engine that delivers 40 bhp and 32 
Nm of  torque. This engine is tuned 
to deliver 80% of  its total torque at 
just 3,000 rpm, providing immedi-
ate pulling power needed for urban 
bursts or dirt sliding. To complement 
the motor, Triumph fitted the front 
suspension setup from the Thruxton 

model, paired with a distinctive 
fuel tank featuring contoured knee 
indents for improved leg grip during 
aggressive riding. 

The wheels and dual-purpose 
knobby tyres are borrowed from the 
Scrambler 400X, giving the motor-
cycle traction on broken city roads 

and loose dirt trails. Up top, the 
bike sports wide, hydroformed alu-
minium handlebars and a standard 
Triumph digital-analogue instru-
ment panel, while the rear features 
a single-seat setup with a removable 
rear cowl covering a key-locked stor-
age release.

The Tracker 400 uses specific  
frame and steering geometry engi-
neered to replicate authentic flat-
track riding characteristics. It fea-
tures a reactive 23-degree front rake 
angle combined with a longer overall 
wheelbase. The footpegs are moved 
further back than on standard street 
models, allowing the rider to shift 
their body weight rearward to  
assist rear-wheel control while main-
taining a firm command over the 
front end. 

In the Indian market, the Tracker 
400 competes with roadsters like 
the Royal Enfield Guerrilla 450. 
Triumph’s decision to keep the 
displacement optimised allows the 
motorcycle to sit in a lower tax brack-
et compared to competitors. Overall, 
the Tracker 400 delivers a unique 
blend of  heritage flat-track aesthet-
ics and practical daily usability.

Priced at ̀ 2.49 lakh, 
ex-showroom

—Mohit Soni

Tracking sideways
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 Jeep’s 85th  
anniversary edition
Jeep India has announced the launch of 
the Jeep Meridian 85th Anniversary 
Edition, a highly exclusive collector's 
edition. Available in an exclusive 
production run of just 85 units, it stands 
apart with gloss black 18-inch alloy 
wheels and a premium all-black cabin 
featuring bespoke Mayan Gold accents 
and contrast detailing. Customers can 
further personalise their vehicles. 
Prices start at ̀ 36 lakh, ex-showroom.

 MINI Stardust  
edition launched
The exterior design of the new MINI 
Convertible Stardust Edition focuses on 
classic MINI characteristics. On the side, 
the clean, sporty lines create a striking 
contrast along with the short overhangs 
and long proportions. The black roof is 
designated as the MINI Yours Soft Top, 
distinguished by its signature woven 
Union Jack graphic. The electrically 
folding soft top can be fully opened in  
18 seconds, at speeds of up to 30 km/h. 
Priced at ̀  63 lakh, ex-showroom

Hyper  
performance 
from a  family 
saloon may  
just be what  
the doctor  

ordered

A popular motorcycle 
sport originating  

in the United States  
in the 1940s has 

given birth to a 
new genre of 
motorcycles

adrenalin
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remained wonderfully indifferent. 
And the wildlife continued wander-
ing through the property as though 
politely reminding everyone that 
humans were merely long-term visi-
tors. Because, truthfully, this has 
always been their address.

The drive to the property itself  is 
part of  a ritual. Entering Bandipur 
through Gundlupet always feels like 
crossing an invisible threshold. One 
minute you’re driving through ordi-
nary highways. The next, towering 
trees arch overhead and the world 
instinctively slows down. Spotted 
deer appear with such remarkable 
frequency that you begin suspecting 
they’ve entered into some sort of  
tourism partnership and... honestly, 
are they working shifts?

Peacocks pose magnificently 
beside the road with the confidence of  
influencers who know exactly which 
side photographs better. Peahens 
stroll about with considerably less 
concern for aesthetics. Occasionally, 
monkeys observe passing vehicles 
with expressions suggesting humans 
remain one of  evolution’s stranger 
experiments. Everyone hopes for the 
legendary roadside tiger sighting. 
Or perhaps a leopard. Maybe, if  the 
universe feels particularly generous 
— the elusive black panther that has 
achieved near-mythical celebrity 
status among wildlife enthusiasts.

Of  course, statistically, the only 
cats most visitors encounter out-
side the reserve are domestic ones 
lounging outside resorts, entirely 
unimpressed by human excitement 
and we’re perfectly happy with that 
ar rangement.  The anticipation 
itself  is half  the adventure. 

The final stretch leading towards 
the luxury properties bordering the 
reserve deserves special mention. 
The road evolves through fascinat-
ing stages that can best be described 
as good... acceptable... question-
able... and eventually, ‘wasn’t there 
actually supposed to be a road here?’ 
By the time you finally arrive at The 
Serai, the journey has done exactly 
what every great journey should. It 
has made civilisation feel wonder-
fully distant.

The property announces itself  
quietly rather than dramatically. 
Luxury exists here, certainly, but 
never at the expense of  the landscape 

surrounding it. Instead of  com-
peting with nature, it seems 

deter mined to disappear 
into it. Situated on the 

edge of  the Bandipur 
Tiger Reserve, with-

in the vast Nilgiri 
B i o s p h e r e 

R e s e r v e 
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Wilderness  
that heals!

remarkably good at convincing 
themselves that they have found a 
new normal.

But adaptation is not the same as 
forgetting. The forest continues call-
ing. Perhaps that’s why wildlife holi-
days have a strange emotional pull. 
They aren’t merely holidays. They’re 
tiny homecomings. They remind you 
of  versions of  yourself  that exist-
ed long before calendars dictated  
your days.

Some places understand this feel-
ing instinctively. The Serai Bandipur 
is one of  them. Our relationship 
with the property actually began 
well over a decade ago. We had vis-
ited shortly after it opened, accom-
panying a photographer on what 
was then an assignment to review 
the fledgling resort. Much of  it was 
still finding its feet. Several cottages 
were unfinished and the landscap-
ing had barely begun settling into 
its surroundings. Yet even then, one 
thing stood out.

Every balcony opened towards an 
endless sweep of  grasslands melt-
ing into forest, dipping dramatical-
ly towards the Moyar River — the 
natural boundary separating Tamil 
Nadu’s Mudumalai National Park 
from Karnataka’s Bandipur Tiger 
Reserve. There was something pro-
foundly humbling about sitting in 
a luxurious room while looking out 
at a landscape that couldn’t care less 
about human ambition.

More than ten years later, returning 
felt oddly like meeting an old friend 
after losing touch. Life had happened 
to both of  us. The Serai Bandipur 
had grown into itself. Trees planted 
years ago had matured into a thriv-
ing cultivated forest. New residences 
had emerged naturally across the 

property. Pathways disappeared 
beneath thick foliage. Birds 

seemed to outnumber guests. 
Yet nothing essential had 

changed.  The views 
remained timeless. 

The wilder ness 

T
he older you get, the 
more you realise that 
the forest never really 
leaves  you.  You may 
exchange birdsong for 

traffic, towering trees for concrete 
skylines and the scent of  damp earth 
for freshly laid asphalt, but some-

where beneath the routines of  
city life, the wilderness contin-

ues to whisper your name. 
It is a quiet, persistent 

call — one that refuses 
to be drowned out 

by notifications, 
deadlines or 

t h e  c o m -
f o r t i n g 

predictability of  urban existence.
Growing up in the Nilgiris meant 
that the jungle wasn’t an exotic week-
end escape. It was simply... home. 
Wildlife wasn’t confined to docu-
mentaries narrated by impossibly 
calm British voices. It wandered into 
gardens. Monkeys stole fruit with 
alarming confidence, giant squir-
rels darted across trees we climbed 
and the soundtrack to every evening 
was composed by cicadas, crickets, 
distant elephant rumbles and the 
occasional growl that reminded 
everyone exactly who truly owned 
the forests. Those sounds became 
our lullaby. Silence, oddly enough, 
would have been unsettling. 

Then came Bengaluru. Like every 
city, it offered its own comforts. 
Reliable coffee. Good restaurants. 
Fast internet. The luxury of  food 

arriving at your doorstep instead 
of  having to cook after a long day. 

The white noise changed too. 
Instead of  cicadas, it became 

traffic. Instead of  owls, 
impatient motorists. 

S o m e h o w,  y o u 
adapt.  Human 

b e i n g s  a r e 

At The Serai Bandipur,  
luxury isn’t about escaping  

nature — it’s about remembering  
that you were always a part of it…

experiential



cation.  Butterflies 
floating lazily between 
f l o w e r i n g  s h r u b s . 
Meals stretched comfort-
ably into conversations. The 
Serai encourages precisely that  
slower rhythm.

Nobody seems in a hurry. Not 
the staff. Not the guests. Certainly 
not the forest.  By evening, we 
realised we hadn’t checked our 
phones in hours. Perhaps even 
longer. It felt strangely liberating. 
There is therapy in forests that no 
wellness brochure has ever fully 
managed to explain. Perhaps it is 
simply perspective. Trees older 
than your grandparents continue 
growing regardless of  your inbox. 
Elephants have absolutely no 
interest in quarterly targets. The 
forest asks nothing of  you except 
presence. Maybe that is why people 
return. Not merely to spot wildlife. 
But to remember themselves.

Morning arrived far too quickly. 
Packing always feels particularly 
unfair when you’ve only just begun 
settling into a place. As we loaded 
the car, took one final lingering 
look across the resort and the val-
ley beyond and reluctantly drove 
towards the exit, the landscape 
gradually disappeared behind us. 
The forest became smaller in the 
rear-view mirror. The city awaited. 
Emails awaited. Deadlines await-
ed. Life awaited. Yet somewhere 
beyond the trees, the jungle contin-
ued breathing exactly as it always 
had. And for one fleeting moment, 
as the calls of  unseen birds drifted 
through the morning air, it genu-
inely felt less like leaving a luxury 
resort and more like saying good-
bye to home.

That, perhaps, is The Serai 
Bandipur’s greatest achieve-
ment. It doesn’t merely offer 
comfortable rooms, excel-
lent food or beautiful 
views, although it 
certainly deliv-
ers all three 
with effort-

less grace. 
Instead,  it 
o f fers  some -
thing infinitely 
rarer.  I t  reminds 
you that beneath the 
polished routines of  mod-
ern life still exists a quieter, 
wilder version of  yourself  — 
one that sleeps better beneath a 
chorus of  crickets, smiles at unex-
pected rain, finds joy in watching 
deer wander across forest roads 
and instinctively understands that 
the jungle is never really asking 
you to visit. It is simply asking you 
to come back.

`23,000 onwards.  
At Kaniyanpura Village, Mangala 

Post, Gundlupet, Karnataka.
Closest airport and railhead: 

Mysuru. The resort is a 4 hour drive 
from Bengaluru.

— Romal Laisram
romal 

@newindian 
express.com

@elromal

where the Western and Eastern 
Ghats meet, The Serai occupies one 
of  the richest wildlife corridors in 
southern India. This is elephant 
country. Tiger country. Leopard 
country. Sloth bear country. Gaur 
country. A landscape where every 
rustle deserves your attention, 
even if  it eventually turns out to be 
nothing more dangerous than an 
overenthusiastic squirrel.

Soon enough, we were escorted to 
our Courtyard Superior residence. 
It immediately reminded us why 
we’d remembered the property all 
these years. The accommodation 
strikes a delicate balance between 
understated elegance and complete 
immersion in nature. Our corner 
residence came with an addition-
al living room wrapped almost 
entirely in floor-to-ceiling glass, 
creating the illusion that the forest 
had quietly wandered indoors. A 
charming private courtyard gar-
den welcomed us before we even 
entered, while the spacious bed-
room opened onto a verandah over-
looking tall grasses gently swaying 
towards the distant Nilgiris. There 
is a peculiar joy in sitting indoors 
while simultaneously feeling com-
pletely outside. Large windows 
transformed changing weather 
into live theatre. Clouds rolled 
lazily across distant hills. Birds 
became unexpected visitors. Every 
shifting ray of  sunlight altered the 
mood of  the room. Wildlife resorts 
often advertise, ‘bringing nature 
in.’ Very few actually achieve it.

After several hours on the road, 
hunger inevitably took precedence 
over poetic observations. The 
Sanctuary, the resort’s all-day din-
ing restaurant, quickly became our 
favourite gathering place through-
out the stay. Looking out towards 
the Nilgiri Hills, it serves an exten-
sive menu spanning regional spe-
cialities alongside international 
favourites. We happily surrendered 
to a hearty local meal, the sort that 
somehow tastes infinitely better 
when eaten after driving through 
forests. Perhaps it’s the air. Perhaps 
it’s the water. Perhaps it’s the appe-
tite. Perhaps the jungle environment 
simply improves everything.

Lunch was followed by what was 
intended as a short nap. It became 
considerably longer. Apparently 
forest air possesses remarkable 
sedative qualities. By late after-
noon, with golden light spilling 
across the property, we joined 
the resident naturalist for a lei-
surely walk through The Serai’s 
own patch of  restored woodland. 
It is fascinating how seamlessly 
the property blends into the sur-
rounding ecosystem. Separating 
it from the reserve is little 
more than a weathered, 
cr umbling  boundary 
wall that appears less 
interested in keep-
ing wildlife out 
than politely 

suggesting where human-managed 
space begins. Which feels entirely 
appropriate. Nature, thankfully, 
pays little attention to fences.

The naturalist pointed out bird 
calls we would otherwise have 
missed, identified animal tracks 
hidden in soft earth and shared 
stories about the regular wild visi-
tors that pass through. The forest 
reveals itself  slowly. You simply 
need someone patient enough to 
introduce you. Then, as though 
operating precisely on monsoon 
schedule, dark clouds gathered 
overhead. Rain arrived sudden-
ly. Heavy. Dramatic. Completely 
unapologetic.  Our walk ended 
earlier than expected as we hur-
ried back through dripping foli-
age, laughing far more than adults 
probably should while attempting 
to avoid puddles that had absolute-
ly no intention of  being avoided.

Back in our room, wrapped in 
dry clothes, steaming Nilgiri chai 
in one hand and a book in the oth-
er, we watched rain drift across 
the valley while daylight quietly 
disappeared. There are evenings 
you remember because something 
extraordinary happened. Then 
there are evenings you remember 
because absolutely nothing hap-
pened. Those are often the better 
ones. Night brought something 
we’d unknowingly been missing 
for years. The forest found its voice. 
Crickets. Cicadas. Distant animal 
calls. Leaves rustling in unseen 
movement. The occasional myste-
rious sound that briefly convinces 
you something enormous is stand-
ing outside before common sense 
returns. It was the soundtrack of  
our childhood. Within minutes, 
sleep arrived with remarkable 
ease. Not the restless sleep of  cit-
ies. The deep, uncomplicated sleep 
that only forests seem capable  
of  offering.

The following mor ning pre-
sented unexpected disappoint-
ment. Safaris had been cancelled. 
O r d i n a r i l y,  t h a t  m i g h t  h ave 
coloured the entire day. Instead, 
it became one of  those delightful 
travel moments where disappoint-
ment unexpectedly transfor ms 
into gratitude. Freed from sched-
ules, we spent the day wandering 
the property instead. There 
we re  s h a d e d  p at h w ay s 
we’d overlooked. Quiet 
cor ners perfect for 
reading. Countless 
birds demand-
ing identifi-
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