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Fighting misinformation
with hope

The New Indian Express Group believes that information
is the foundation for knowledge and to make clear
decisions. And it has always been its endeavour to

provide its readers with news and facts.

We at The New Indian Express believe that the only way
to fight the torrent of fake news is by giving you the facts
- plain and simple. Triple checked for authenticity and

with a good deal of sensibility.

The New Indian Express and City Union Bank bring
you a digital version of TNIE straight to your

smartphones/devices - every single day.

Meanwhile, if you'd like to keep track of news
and happenings in real-time, log on to
www.newindianexpress.com or check out our other
group sites for your daily dose of art, culture, cinema,

education and more.

Happy reading!
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DISABLED INMATE BEHIND PLAN THAT

LED TOESCAPE OF 17 TN PRISONERS

Linga Prasath, a disabled prisoner, s suspacted
tohave hatched the plan thatled to theescape
of 7 prisoners from Thenl Jak on Monday night

PLOTTED AT 6.30 PM,EXECUTEDAT10 PM

The Inmates began discussing the plan around 6.30 pm after some of
them learmt that thelr ball pleas had been refected, and executed It
between 9.30 pm and 10 pm, IG Vijayendra Bidarl told TNJE. Police teams
swung Into action by 10.30 pm and sealed all the routes leading out of the
area, forcing the fugitives to hide In the forest and hilly areas

A drone clip of escapees huddled in a.furest near the The Eilampattl jail |-FH-E PiC

TORE SHIRTS AND USED THEM AS BANDAGES

= Several escapees sustalned injurles while moving through the rugged
hilly terraln after fleelng from the prison without footwear

® The escapees tore their shirts and tled the pleces around their injured
feet before continuing through the hills. Three speclalised drones
were deployed to scan the forest and locate the escapees | P7
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FACED BY LINGA PRASATH,
THE SUSPECTED MASTERMIND
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MEIRA AT HELM

INDIA bloc to

conduct public
‘impeachment’
of CEC today

PREETHA NAIR @hew Detni

THE INDIA bloc will hold a
three-hour “public impeach-
ment” of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyvanesh Ku-
mar at Congress president
Mallikarjun Eharge's offi-
cial residence on Fridayw,
with former Lok Sabha
Speaker Meira Eumar pre-
siding. Eharge, Leader of
Opposition in the Rajva Sab-
ha, will move the motion to
impeach KEumar, while LoP
in Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
will conclude the discussion
before the ‘motion” is passed
by wvoting.
sources said.

The contours
of the proceed-
ings were final-
ised at a meet-
ing of INDIA
leaders at
Kharpge's resi-
dence here on Thursday.

At least 30 speakers, in-
cluding representatives of 21
political parties, are expect-
ed to participate in Friday's
proceedings. Sources said an
invitation has been extended
to the BJD. but the party is
yet to confirm its participa-
tion. Civil soclety represent-
atives and persons affected
by the Special Intensive Re-
vision of electoral rolls will
share their accounts., The
syvmbolic gesture comes
ahead of the Opposition’s
MNovember 1 rally here
against the SIR exercise.

Bid to alter
system via
violence?

No job in UP

NAMITA BAIPA] @ Lucknow

THE Tlttar Pradesh govern-
ment has tightened charac-
ter verification norms for
candidates selected through
direct recruitment, stating
that individuals associated
with organisations seeking
to alter the existing social or
political system through vio-
lence would not be eligible
for government jobs

The order, issued by the
appointments department,
will apply to recruitments
across departments and
comes amid recent calls for
“regime change.”

The state government,
however, clarified that politi-
cal ideology alone cannot be
grounds for denying employ-
ment. It said mere registra-
tion of an FIR or a pending
investigation would not au-
tomatically disqualify a can-
didate as authorities have to
assess circumstances of each
case rather than rely solelv
on criminal complaints or
ongoing probes.
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TNto commencesocial

justice survey next year

State to flle review plea In SC over quota for Muslim converts

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Chennal
THE Tamil MNadu cabinet,
chaired by Chief Minister C
Joseph Vijay on Thursday de-
cided to constitute a commis-
sion headed by a retired high
court judge to conduct the So-
cial Justice Survey (5J3). The
cabinet also decided to file a re-
view petition in the Supreme
Court against the court’s ver-
dict regarding quashing of a
GO providing reservation ben-
efits to converted Muslims in
the next few days.

The commission toassess the
socio-economic status of the
people will be formed in Febru-
ary-March next yvear, after the
conclusion of the Census op-
erations. The TVE government
had announced its plan to hold
the 5J5 in the first customary
address delivered by Governor
Rajendra Arlekar in the As-
sembly. Law Minister CTR Nir-
mal Kumar, who briefed report-
ers on the decisions taken at
the cabinet meeting, said the
proposed commission would
also include IAS officers, and
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SHOWROOM INAUGURATION

KEY DECISIONS OF TN CABINET

Anadheenam land regularisation
QUOTA FOR
CONVERTS
550 2 ,UUU @5Cdismi _s_zed N's
atesin | residential appeal against HC

Thalambur Ernp!rtles likely to
enefit; modalities
yetto bewaorked out

village to be
regularized

Registration freeze on 450 acres,
valued at ¥ 4,000 cr, to be reviewed

verdict on Oct 15

#HC had struck
down a 2024 G0
on reservation
eligibility for
Muslim converts

Incentives foreight companies across multiple sectors
» Setors include defence, aviation and textiles, among others
@ Three proposals cleared for expansion of existing aperations

Li9
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The anadheanam
land izsue has boen
embroiled ina
legal dispute for
oyer 30 yearsand
affects around
3,000 residents
and morethan 15
educational
institutions

CTR Nirmal Kurmar

We cordially invite you ta join us for
the inougurotion of our showroom.
Date: Friday, 30.10.2026, Time: 09:30 AM

Venue ; 46,/143, Karuneegar Street,
Opp. Government Middle School, Adambakkam,

Chennal - 500 088, Ph: 53830 41147

Showroom Inaugurated Dy
Mr. K.S. Soma Sundaram

Founder - Jupiter School of Yedic Astrology

Lighting of the Lamp by
Mr. M. Panneer Selvam

Mrs. P. Shanthi
Progeigtor - Om Exnorg

First Sale by

Mr. 5.J. Suresh Kumar
Proprietor - 5J5 Bullders

First Purchase by

Mr. A. Govindan
Propeietar - Suba Yogi Builders

its exact structure would be fi-
nalised soomn.

Nirmal Eumar said the Ch
instructed ministers to ensure
the delivery of essential servy-
ices, review the implementa-
tion of government schemes in
their respective districts and
examine public grievances to
ensure appropriate redressal.
The CM also directed the min-
isters to expedite precaution-
ary measures for the monsoon
season, the minister added. P7
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Pak envoy joins SCO’s luncheon
ahead of Civilisational Dialogue

JAYANTH JACOB @ New Dethl

PAKISTAN'S Chargé 4" Affaires to
India, Saad Ahmad Warraich, at-
tended a luncheon reception hosted
by the Secretary (West) in the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry, Sibi George,
for resident envoys of Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation (SCO) mem-
ber states and partner countries, as
India prepares to host the group-
ing's first Civilisational Dialogue
Forum next month.

MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said the discussions focused
on strengthening cooperation with-
in the SCO framework, particularly
cultural and civilisational exchang
es, and preparations for the upcom-
ing dialogue forum scheduled for
November 20.

“The interaction underscored In-

MODI’S INITIATIVE

The forum will bring together
representatives from more than
25 countries at Purana Qila, a
16th-century fort in Delhl. The
initiative was proposed by Modi at
the SCO leaders' summit in Tianjin
in 2025 and subsequently
adopted by the grouping

dia’s commitment to strengthening
longstanding civilisational connec-
tions and people-to-people ties with
the SCO region,” Jaiswal said.
India will host the SCO Civilisa-
tional Dialogue Forum in MNew Del-
hi from November 20 to 22, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi ex-
pected to inaugurate the event.
FPakistan has vet to confirm its rep-

resentation at the forum. Pakistan's
Minister for National Heritage and
Culture, Aurungzeb Khan Ehichi, is
among those invited.

If Khichi attends, it would mark
the first visit by a Pakistani minister
since then foreign minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari attended the SCO for-
eign ministers’ meeting in Goa in
May 2023.

The luncheon comes amid contin-
ned diplomatic strains between
MNew Delhiand Islamabad. However,
both countries remain engaged
through multilateral platforms
such as the SCO.

In September last, India sent its
SCO National Coordinator, Alok
Dimri, to Islamabad for a meeting
ahead of Pakistan's presidency of
the grouping and its planned SCO
leaders” summit in August 2027,
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GS| had flagged Burliyar landslide
risk before fatal TNSTCbus mishap

Experts question lack of steps to avert Oct 23 Incldent desplte central authority's warning

SV EKRISHNA CHAITANYA
@ Chennal

AHEAD of a massive landslide
striking Burlivar in The Nilg-
iris on October 23 that buried a
THSTC bus and left its driver
dead, the Geological Survey of
India (GSI) had flagged the risk
of such an incident, raising
Questions over disaster prepar-
edness and the implementation
of safety recommendations in
the vulnerable hill region

According to information ac-
cessed by TNIE, the GSI issued
a rainfall-induced landslide
forecast bulletin at 2 pm on Ce-
tober 23, identifving Burlivar
among several locations where
isolated landslides conld ocour.
The bulletin, valid firom 2.30 pm
on October 23 to 2.30 pm on Cc-
tober 24, indicated a moderate
possibility of landslides in Td-
hagamandalam, Kotagiri and
Coonoor taluks.

The warning preceded the
landslide on the night of Octo-
ber 23, when a TNSTC bus

| EXPRESS READ |
4.85L helmet-lessriding
cases in city this year

CHEMNAI: Road accldent deaths
In Chennal fell to 402 this year till
October, from 420 during the
same perlod lastyear,
Commissioner of Police (CoP)
Amalral sald on Thursday. The
number of people Injured In road
accldents also declined to 2,865
from 2,997, he added. Speaking at
an event In Egmore, Amalra) sald
a total of 4.85 lakh cases had
been booked so far this year
against people riding without
helmets. On curbing lllegal bike
racing, Amalra) sald additional
pollce personnel have been
deployed across the ity to
monltor such Incldents. At the
event, the CoP flagged off 50
motorcycles and a car donated by
a private company to the Greater
Chennal Trafflc Pollce (GCTP) for
energency response services. ENS

Free bus travel for those
with 40% disability

CHEMMNAL: The state government
has Issued an order allowing
persons with 40% or more
disabllity level to travel free of
cost on varlous state transport
corporation buses using thelr
Unlque Disability 1D card.
According to an order |ssued on
October 27, the concession applies
to city and town buses, low-floor
buses, limlted stop service (LSS)
and deluxe seryices, ordinary-fare
mofussil buses and those
operating In hill areas. AC buses
are excluded. Earller, free bus
travel for the disabled was largely
limited to journeys between thelr
home and educational
Institutions, hospltals or

eral in nature and difficult to
act upon. He added that ground
teams are now carryving out
precautionary works along vul-
nerable stretches to mitigate
the risk of landslides.
Disaster experts, however,
sav the explanation raises ques-
tions over why preventive
works were not undertaken in
advance in areas where the GSI
had already documented re-

Fresh weather system to
bring more rains from Nov 1

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Chenral

A fresh low-pressure area
that formed over the south
Andaman Sea on Thursday
maorning is likely to intensi-
fv into a depression over the
southeast Bay of Bengal and
adjoining Andaman Sea by
October 31, the Regional hMe-
teorological Centre (EMC)
gaid. Under the svstem,

peated slope failures. It also re- Tamil Madu is likely to expe-
mains unclear why the warn- rience a gradual increase in
: g ing was not incorporated into rainfall from November 1.
Rescue personnel at work after a landslide hit Burliyar on October 23 | express the TN-Alert app to inform the From November 1, light to
public about potential risks. moderate rain accompanied

heading towards Coimbatore
from Coonoor was buried un-
der mud, rocks and uprooted
trees on the Mettupalayam-

Highway 181, recording 14 land-
slides, most involving cut-slope
failures. Its landslide manage-
ment map identified intersect-

Coonoor ghat road at Burlivar  ing joints, extensive slope cut-
Burliyvar had recorded 25 cm  ting without adequate support
rain in the 24-hour period end- and river scouring below road
ing at 8.30 am on October 24, level as factors contributing to

Further, the GSI had in its
warning separately document-
ed a history of slope failures
along the approximately 5-km
Burlivar stretch of National

CM meets M

instability.

When contacted, Commis-
sioner of Disaster Management
A Sivagnanam told TNIE that
the GSI warning was very gen-

The GSI had also made sey-
eral recommendations, includ-
ing slope stabilisation through
retaining walls and improved
Water management to prevent
road erosion. Adding to con-
cerns, TH did not submit daily
situation reports to the NDMA's
Integrated Control Room for
Emergency Response between
October 16 and 26, when the
monsoon was particularly vig-
orous, sources said.

DS associate prof a day

after his wrongful detention by cops

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennal

A day after his wrongful deten-
tion by the Tambaram City po-
lice sparked a political fire-
storm, Madras Institute of
Development Studies

“Indeed, a lapse in jud gement
has occurred at the local police
station. I was informed about
his detention around 5.30 am
on Wednesday., Someone had
posted an objectionable com-

ment using the profes-

(MIDS) associate profes- sor's name and photo-
sor Dr A Kalaiyvarasan graph, with a reference
met with Chief Minister  [FPWET 10 a (TVK) legislator.

C Joseph Vijay at the
state secretariat. The
academic had been de-
tained in the wee hours
of Wednesday in a case
of mistaken identity

Prior to the meeting on
Thursday, Law Minister CT R
Nirmal Eumar acknowledged
that the local police had erred
in regard to Dr Kalaivarasan's
detention.

Eumar told media persons,

Or Kalaiyarasan

Other ministers and I
explained to Kalaivar-
asan that a mistake
occurred.”

Ealaivarasan could
not be contacted for
comments after his meeting
with the CM. Metizens, howey-
er, expressaed the view that the
police personnel who harassed
the faculty member should be
suspended.

DME president M K Stalin,

in a social media post, alleged
that Dr Kalaivarasan was de-
tained for exposing the unprec-
edented rise in the price
of essential commodities. Sta-
lin demanded that the CM
and the police departmernt ten-
der an open apology to
Dr Ealaivarasarn.

In a statement, CPI state sec-
retary M Veerapandian said
the arbitrary use of police pow-
ers to protect the political repu-
tation of rulers is
unconstitutional.

VCE president Thol Thiru-
mavalavan termed the action
of the police inappropriate.
AMME general secretary TTV
Dhinakaran gquestioned the
early-morning inquiry without
a case being registered or a
summaons being issued.

by thunderstorms, lightning
and winds gusting to 40-50
kmph is likely at isolated
places in Tiruchy, Earur, Na-
makkal, Salem and Erode
districts, the northern coast-
al districts and the Western
Ghats districts, besides Pon-
dicherry and Earaikal.

On November 2, heavy rain
is likely at isolated places in
Coimbatore and the Nilgiris,
while light to moderate rain
with thunderstorms and
gusty winds is expected
across the rest of Tamil
Madu, Puducherry and Kara-
ikal. On MNovember 3, the
heayy rainfall warning will
continue for the Nilgiris,
with moderate rain forecast
over the Western Ghats dis-
tricts and northern TH.
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MONSOON WATCH

Oct downpour wipes out
state’s 16% rainfall deficit

CSHIVAKUMAR & Chennal

TAMIL Nadu has made up MNagapattinam improved from
most of its rainfall deficit in  -54% to -8% and Earur from
less than a month, as an umi-  -53% to -6%. Others that nar-
sually wet start to the north- rowed shortfalls without clos-
east monsoon erased a 16%  ing them are Tiruchy (-39% to
shortfall left by the southwest  -7%), Namakkal (-42% t0-8%),

monsoon, according to data
from the commissionerate of
revenue administration and
disaster management's
TNDRRA.

By Tuesday, cumulative
rainfall in the state
since June 1 was less
than 1% below nor-
mal. Of the 23 dis-
tricts rain deficient
on September 30, 18
are now normal or in
excess. October’s down-
pours drove the turnaround.
Between October 1 and 27, the
state averaged 217.2 mm
against anormal of 144.2 mm,
a surplus of 51%. All 38 dis-
tricts recorded normal, excess
or large excess rainfall during
the period.

The sharpest gains came in
districts that began October
with deep deficits. Tiruppur
swung from -40% to+13%, Ka-

MIN | MAX e 06fZan
ﬂj 26°C | 34°C um wam
g FORECAST Wtz OB:4ipm

WEATHER Hazy and humid Mozt T10am

Nakurichi from -29% to +2%
and Erode from -32% to +6%.

Mayiladuthurai (-28% to -6%)
and the Wilgiris (-32% to
-13% ).

Several districts far excesd-
ed October norms. Chennai

recorded 289 mm of rain-
fall - 33 % above its Octo-
ber-to-date normal.

Dr B Chandra Mo-
han, commissioner of
revenue administra-

tion, urged caution.
“Rainfall received
across a district may vary
considerably, including in res-
ervoir catchments,” he said.
“A narrowing rainfall deficit
therefore does not, by itself,
establish a corresponding im-
provement in groundwater
levels or stored water.”

The latest figures, he said,
“mark a significant change in
the state’s rainfall position,
rather than the conclusion of
the season’s rainfall needs".

Purchase grocery kit with 10 items for
3200 at co-operative outlets from today

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE EChennal

THE cooperation department
will launch the sale of a spe-
cial grocery Kit, contain-
ing 10 essential com-
modities, for F200

through co-operative | |

oL

outlets across the state
on Fridaw

With the aim of mak-
ing essential grocery items
available at reasonable prices,
the department will sell the

kits through 128 outlets oper-
ated by co-operative wholesale
stores, primary co-operative
stores and co-operative mar-
keting societies in areas
outside municipal
corporations.
The 1,450-gram kit
will contain 250 g of
Bengal gram dal, 250 g of
moong dal, 100 g of dry red
chillies, 150 g of coriander
seeds, 150 g of garlic, 250 g of
tamarind, 100 g of mustarid

seeds, 100 g of split urad dal, 50
g of cumin seeds and 50 g of
fennel seeds.

All 10 commodities will be
sold together in an eco-friendly
bag and will not be available for
individual purchase, an official
release stated.

Co-operation Minister V
Gandhiraj will launch the
scheme at the Marutham Coop-
erative Supermarket outlet in
Fed Hills, the statement
added.

Vijay hands over 6.8 cr to Asian Para Games medallists, opens Olympic academy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
d thenml

CHIEF Minister C Joseph Vijay
on Thursday distributed cash
incentives totalling ¥6.85 crore
to athletes from the state who
won medals at the fifth Asian
ParaGames. He alsofelicitated
winners of the Chief Minis-
ter's Trophy competitions.
Vijay also inaugurated two
sports facilities: the Tamil
MNadu Olympic Water Sports
Academy, built at F42.9 crore at

W

[hlEf Minister CJose |:|h 1|I'I|E|:|' fE||IZItEt|I'IE- sportspersons at [h ennai’s Jawaharlal

sports complex constructed at
F20 crore in Salem.

The para-athletes who re-
ceived incentives were Thulasi-
mathi Murugesan (F1.75 crore),
Naveen Sivakumar (#1.05
crore), Nithyasree Sumathy
Sivan (¥80 lakh), Solai Raj
Dharmaraj (£75 lakh), Manisha
Famadass and Jehan Dorab
Madan (60 lakh each), Sivara-
jan Solaimalai and Kasturi
Raja Mani (£50 lakh each) and
Baby Sahana Ravi (F30 lakh).

In the Chief Minister's Tro-

ing 142 gold and 97 silver med-
als. Chengalpattn finished sec-
ond (143), followed by
Coimbatore (118). The competi-
tions saw participation from
10.3 lakh sportspersons. The
participants received prize
money totalling #38 crore, of
which about #21 crore was
awarded to district- and zonal-
level winners, and ¥17 crore to
state-leyvel winners,

The CM also launched the
Sports Development Assistance
Scheme, which will provide

Centres of Excellence and
F1.000 to those staying in Sports
Hostels of Excellence. Around
2,600 athletes are expected to
benefit from the scheme, which
has an annual allocation of
F1.77 crore.

At the event, Minister for
Sports Development Aadhav
Arjuna said TN lacked world-
class sporting infrastructure to
compete at the international
level and added that the govern-
ment would work towards cre-
ating an ecosystem capable of

workplaces, along with certain FPirappanvalazai in Ramanath- phy competitions, Chennai led monthly assistance of F500to producing Olyvmpic
concesslons on hill-area services.  apuram, and a multipurpose  Nehruindoor stadium on Thursday | ASEw N PRASATH the medal tally with 318, includ- athletes training at SDAT's champions.
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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Chennal

on Thursday. Nitrogen diox ide leyel
was at 25 yg/m3 against the
prescribed standard of 80 pg/m3

[ Twitter @ xpresstn
Ed 'TNEE Tamiinady' @ xpresstn

Dissolve GCC council if you want toignore elected reps: Mayor

Resolutlons passed for Infrastructure development, road works, extenslon of smart bike contracts; demand to widen scope of ward funds under conslderation

EX PRESS HEWS SERVICE & Chennal

“Ungaluku ellam oru prachanai na
indha MLA kita varringa, enake
oru prachanal na naan yaar kita
poven?” A popular Tamil film com-
edy dialogue that roughly trans-
lates to “When vou have a problem,
you come to this MLA, when I have
a problem, who do I go to?" found
an unlikely parallel in the Chen-
nai Corporation council meeting
on Thursday, when Mayor R Priva
said she, too, was being left out of
the loop by government officials.

The exchange began with coun-
cillors complaining that officials
were failing to invite them to inau-
gurations and inspections, many
of which were attended by TVEK
MLAs or ministers. Priva said she
was facing the same problem, cit-
ing the lack of communication
about Chief Minister C Joseph Vi-
Jjay's visit timings. *“You're all say-
ing officials aren’t calling you for
inangurations or other events, but
the truth is I'm in the same situa-
tion,” she said.

Deputy Mayvor M Magesh Eu-
maar said that the Mayvor went to
meet PM as the timings were in-
formed but was not the case with
CM. Priva said, “If the CM is com-
ing, will I just =it in Ripon Build-
ings from morning to night? They
have to tell me the CM's arrival
time for me to be present, which
has not been communicated at all
It is not me ignoring the govern-
ment, but the government ignor-
ing the mayor.” Shr questioned
why councillors were being ig-

Greater Chennai Corporation Mayor R Priva chairing the monthly council meeting at Ripon Building on Thursday,
Corporation Commissioner 65 Sameeran is alsa seen seated beside her | p sy mumaR

‘Allow limited tenders for WDF works’

PRAVEENA SA @ Chennal

CHENMAI councillors on
Thursday urged Commission-
er G5 Sameeran to allow lim-
ited tenders for works under
the Ward Development Fund
{WDF), a move which could re-
strict bidding to a select set of
COntractors.

With only 100 to 120 days left
in their tenure, Valasara-
vakkam ward committes chair-
man V Rajan said during the
council meeting that the open

tender process is ‘time-con-
suming’ and conld delay the
completion of works. He al-
leged that bids quoting 253% to
30% below the estimated cost
often end up with a single con-
tractor taking up 10 building
works, which leads to delays.
Open tenders let any eligible
contractor bid, whereas limit-
ed tenders go to a shortlisted
set of contractors, which
means fewer bids and less com-
petition on price. Supporting
this, Deputy Mayor M Magesh

Eumaar said any irregularities
found in such tenders conld be
monitored, and pointed out
that the government order al-
lows limited tenders for works
costing up to 50 lakh.

The demand came after the
councillors’ request to widen
the scope of the WDF which
now permits only monsoon-
related works Sameeran said
the proposal would be recon-
sidered but he did not respond
to the demand for limited
tenders

Amma canteen staff’s daily
wage finally hiked to 3400

PRAVEENA SA @ Chennal

IT has taken nearly 13 years for
the civic body to increase the
daily wage of Amma Unavagam
workers by 100, They started
with #300 a day in 2013, which
was increased to F325 in 2024,
On Thursday, the GCC passed a
resolution during the council
meeting, seeking the state’s ap-
proval to raise their daily wages
to F400,

The civic body established 407
Amma Unavagams in the 15
zones and seven government
hospitals in Chennai. However,
due to various reasons, it has
come down to 382 now, where
2,848 women workers employed
through self-help groups are
working in two shifts of eight
hours each. They have been
tasked with preparing and dis-
tributing food, apart from other
kitchen-related and cleaning
work. “To maintain pay parity
with the F300 they received then,
workers should ideally be paid
#650 a day now. The government
must consider a further hike,”
CITU Chennai district general
secretary R Loganathan said.

Once the government ap-
proves the proposal, the work-
ers, who have been receiving

Currently, workers at the mnteens eam
325 per day | express

F0, 750 per month so far, will get
F12,000. The workers are not en-
titled to paid leave, and their
wages are deducted for any days
they take off. The resolution
cited the civic body's current
financial situation as the rea-
som for the minimal increase.

Speaking to TIWIE, Shakila
(name changed), an Amma Un-
avagam worker from Thiruvot-
tiyur zone, said, “Ttis extremely
difficult for us torun the family
with just¥ 400 per day™

In a separate circular issued
on October 15, GCC commis-
sioner G § Sameeran permitted
Amma Unavagam workers to
display and sell homemade
products such as pickles and
mixture at the centres to sup-
plement their income.

Despite fall in
users, Smart Bike
contract extended
PRAVEENA SA @ Chena

THE distance covered by users
of Chennai's Smart Bike initia-
tive has plunged from 3.53 lakh
km in 2021 to just 908 km in
2026, according to data shared
by the Greater Chennai Corpo-
ration (GCC).

Usage stood at 44,461 Km in
2019 and dipped to 10,021 km in
2020 during the Covid-19 pan-
demic before rising to 3.53 lakh
km in 2021 and 2.13 lakh km in
2022. It then fiell to 74,367 km in
2023, 48,994 km in 2024 and
28,067 km in 2025. Despite the
fall in patronage, GCC passed a
resolution on Thursday to ex-
tend the seyen-year contract
for the initiative by a further
two years, pointing to the im-
pact of the pandemic on opera-
tions and revenue generation.
Advertising will be allowed
this time, but only on designat-
ed rear boards and triangular
pillars, subject to licence and
fioas,

The contract was awarded to
Smart Bike Mobility Private
Limited in 2019 under a PPP
and design-build-finance-oper-
ate model, with 250 bicycles
across 50 stations. Under the re-
vised proposal, the operator

nored. The discussion also touched
on the format prescribed by the di-
rectorate of information and pub-
lic relations for plagues at inaugu-
rated projects, with councillors
objecting to it, reiterating the side-
lining of elected representatives.

She also said that the state could
dissolve the council if it wants to
sideline elected representatives.

The GCC commissioner, G 8
Sameeran, agreed that elected
representatives should be invited
to such events, except during sur-
prise inspections.

Blds Invited for ¥130-crore road works

The GCC has Invited tenders for upgrading 678
damaged bus routes and Interlor roads across all 15
zones In the city at an estimated cost of #130.2 crore
under the CM's Integrated Urban Development Mission
scheme. The proposed works will cover a road length
of 148.1 km. This |s part of the ¥300 crore announced
for GCC areas under the scheme. The approved works
comprise 595 bltuminous roads spanning 136.6 km at
an outlay of F1207 crore; 58 cement concrete roads
covering 8.5 km at #7.3 crore; and 25 Interlocking paver
block roads totalling 3.1 km at 2.2 crore.

ENS

TNUIFSL to prepare Infra plan for clty

DHEEPTHI O J i@ CHENMAL: GCC on Thursday passed a
resolution allowing Tamil Nadu Urban Infrastructure
Financlal Seryices Limited { TNUIFSL) to prepare a Clty
Infrastructure Development Plan for the Chennal
Metropolitan Area, Including GCC, using the Project
Development Grant Fund managed by TNUIFSL. It's
belng taken up under CIUDM. The proposed plan will
be prepared for selected urban local bodies for a
25-year perlod, taking Into conslderation thelr existing
Infrastructure, current population, demographic

grow th, and urban Infrastructure requirements.

Counclllors unhappy with SWM contractors

CHEMMAL: Councltors at the councill meeting on
Thursday sald they were unhappy over the poor
performance of solld waste management contractors —
Chennal Enviro Solutions Private Limited and Urbaser
Sumeet— polnting to uncleared garbage, Inadequate
manpower and equipment. Deputy Mayor M Magesh
Kumaar sald waste remalned uncleared across several
areas. He questioned whether the pending contractors’
bills from the corporation had affected thelr operations
and workers' salarles, adding that only about 50
workers were deployed In the place of 100 workers. ENS

will maintain 60 stations of at
least 10 bicveles each, or 600 hi-
cycles in all, and the locations
will be finalised in consultation
with the corporation and rele-
vant agencies to promote nomn-
maotorised transport and im-
prove last-mile connectivity
The extension comes with
stricter conditions and a new
sibcontract that provides for
real-time monitoring, periodic
reports, financial transparen-
¢y and compliance with per-
formance standards.

TRANSMISSION CORPORATION OF TELANGANA LIMITED

& - Progurement Tender Notice

TGTRANSCO Invites bids onlime for the following work: Spec.No.e-TGTL-15/26-

al 132k OC line from existing 132/33 kW 55 KEolanpaka wo existing 132k ATSS
AlairiCorersion from 2-ph to 3-ph system) [iil2Mos,132kY Feeder Bay
Exlensions at existing 13233 kV 55 Kolanpaka (li)2Nos, 132k Metering Bay
extansions at existing 132,33 kW RTAS Alair in Yadadri-Bhongir Distrct on turnkey
basis, Tender Availability on website from: 30.10,2026, Mate: Further details
can be seen in website: httpfftendertelangana.gov.in Fax Mo, 040-23323565,
Phane No.0A40-23396000 Exin, 35523424/ 3644,/3415.

Sd/-CHIEF ENGINEER/LIS

DIPR A.CLNo P0E-PPAOL-AEENCY ADVTI2026-2T DEDS. 10,5026

27, Mame of work; Supply, Erection, Testing and Commissioning of (i]5tringing

VANI VILAS HOSPITAL

(Bangalore Medical College & Research Institute)
Fort. K.R. Road, Bengaluru - 560002 Phone & Fax: 080-26T07174
E-mail: vanivilas.bmerifigmail.com Website: vanivilashospital.org

Mo: VWHMEQO4/2026-27 Dated: 28-10-2026
E-TENDER NOTIFICATION

E-Tender has been inviled as per Kamataka Transparency in Public

Procurement Aot 1994 for the foliowing Subjects.

5l . i Tender

Ine| Institute Description Agpro MMl Last Data
1 | Vani "I'I|H-| Infectiors & IV Fluid 4,00,00,000:-

" | Hospital |

2 - | Tabled i h'net&l.‘_-‘-el 1.50,00,000/-

2] Victoria b Tabiets, almp intrmen | | 30.44.2028
3 | Hospital | Sulures | 1,50,00,000/-

4 | Campus | Chemicsls Tlﬂﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂﬂ&'-

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

Office of the Deputy Chief Engineer
[Construction)

1" Flaor, Crew Booking Office,
Kozhikode-673001, Fax: D485-2700460,
e-mail. dycacnéani@gmail.com
Tender Nofice No.DCE-CN-CLT-0T401-
2026 DATED: 28.10:2026
Mame of the work: Ae-development of
Foghbode Aailwvay stalion - Cleaning and
kesaping in hypienic condifions - Deputy Chisf
EnginearaCorsiruction Office or premses at

Krmhhnde dor a perod of twe years.
Tender Value: As. 5.616 lakhs
Completion Periad: 24 months
Date of Openlng: 23112026 @ 1
Complete detsils & tendar
document will be avafabie at
hitps:iwwa.ireps.gov.in

T T
MIKIST I (o
=% HOMAL AFFAIRE

A0 hrs

the prescribed deadline,

Online Admission applications will be available from 07/01/2027.

National Forensic Science:
(An Institution of National Importance under Ministry
of Home Affairs, Government of India)
School of Law, Forensic Justice & Policy Studies
ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT

School of Law, Forensic Justice & Policy Studies, National Forensic Sciences University
[MF5U), admits students to the following programmes exclusively through UG CLAT
2027 and PG CLAT 2027 scores. Therefore, candidates interested in seeking admission
to NFSU are advised to register for CLAT 2027 and complete their application before

Unmniversity

oy g

Admission is open for the following:
1) B.Sc. LL.B.{Hons.) (Data Science & Law)

— Gandhinagar Campus

3) LL.M. (Cyber Law and Cyber Crime Investigation) = Gandhinagar Campus,

4) LL.M. (Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Administration) — Gandhinagar &

Deputy Chief Enginesri'Construction,
Sowthern Ralbway, Emakulam Jn
2) B.B.A. LL.B.{Hons.) — Delhi Campus
Bhubaneswar Campus
DON'T WATCH H
A
" For details, visit our website www.nfsu.ac.in,
KEEP GOING e ;

MAHARASHTRA METRO RAIL CORPORATION LTD.
{4 joint vanture of Govl of India & Govt. of Maharashira)
PUME METRO RAIL PROJECT

Motro Bhavan, 047 Flgor, 0. L Metro Station, Nyaymurti
Rarads Path, Shivaji Nagar, Pune-411005, Tel : 020-26051072/74
PUNE METRD  E-mall: petender pmepiimahametro.ong | www.punematrarallong

Tendor Motice Mo: P1PD-62/2026 Diade: 300 0/2026

MName of Work; Licensing of Stale-of-the-Art Digital Advertisement Rights at
Select Locations inside District Court, Shivaji Nagar and Mandai Matro
Stations of the Pune Metro Rail Project for a Peniod of 07 (seven) Years.

Interested bidders may visit Pune Metro Rail website
www_punemetrorail.org fo view this tender nofice (NIT) and can downboad
the tender documenis and obdain further details regarding the Tender from
e-lander portal of Gowt. of Maharashira hitps:imahatenders.gov.in from
17:00 Hrs. on 30/10/2026 to 16:00 Hrs. of 30/11/2026.

General Manager (TP & Procurement - PD)
Maha-Metro Rail Corporation Limited

Pune Metro : City's Transport Solution

FORM G - INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
POSITIVE HOUSINGS PRIVATE LIMITED

ENGAGED IN REAL ESTATE BUSINESS
{Under Raguiation 36A(1) of the Insolvency ard Bankeuptcy Board of India

The tender documentz may be downloaded from e-Procuremeant
Website: hitps:/ikppp.karnataka.gov.in. Thosa tenders which are
not submitied with EMD will be rejected. For further details contact
Medical Superintendent, Vani Vilas Hospital, Bengalum.

Sdi- Medical Superintendent
Vani Vilas Hospital, Bengaluru,

DRI P 40 Sedvartos 202627

i BENGALURU METROPOLITAN TRANSPORT CORPORATION
"ﬁ%g Cantral Office: Stores & Purchase Departmant, K.H. Road,
Shanthinagar, Bongalure-560 027

Mo BMTC/COICOSP/TENDERM 4r2026-27 Dale: 259.10.2026
TING TENDER . i

- : "

BMTC invites lender for procesement of the following Goods Theough
KPRF Partal

1 SAMLEVEMSON p—— Executive Registrar (Insolvency Aesolution Process for Comorate Persons) Regulations, 2018
~ RELEVANT PARTICULARS !
i SUNDARAM HOME s NOUSHS PR |
& Indian Overseas Bank G | RN .| ame ot e corporateger | POSITI

MNESAPAKKAM BRAMCH: No.7, Ramasamy Salai, K K Nagar West,
Chennai-600078 Tell No 044 - 2366 4523 E-Mail; iob1312@Eicb.bank.in
SUBSTITUTED SERVICE OF DEMAND NOTICE TO
BORROWERS | MORTGAGORS | GUARANTORS
UNDER 5UB-SECTION (2) OF SECTION 13 OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

1. Wherass e undersigned being he Adhorzed OFcsr of Indian Overseas Bank under
SARFAES! At and in auercise of powers confemed under Section 13(2) read with Rde 3, issued
Demand Motice dated 28.10.2008 caffing upan Fw folowing Bormwers [ Morigagars | Guaraniars
fo ey the armourtis menlioned in the Notioe, within B0 days from the date of receint of Nolics. as
per delais giomn bolow

2 Tha said Matces bave been returmed undelvered by e poslal sufioeies | bave 1ot baen duly
ackncrwhedged by Tia bomower | guarantor. "Herce the Bank by way of sburdant caition i efecting
fris publcation of e demand notios. Copias of the said Moloas are available with the undersigned
o e s Boreower ) Guseanion! Marlgagir, may, if they sa desine, collact e sald copies from fhe
urddersined on any wordng day during norrsal office hours,

3. Agans the above background, Molice is herstry given, once again, io said Bormower | guaranior!
morigagor o pay fo Indian Cverseas Bank, wiin B0 days from the date of pubicaton of this Motice,
e amiounts indicated | payabie A6 given below under the loen & othar documents. As security for
dus repayment of the baam, the folowing assets have been morgaged fo incian Cverseas Bank by
the regpective parties 65 bakow

Name of the Borrower: Purushothaman G, Permanent Address: D 202
HLUEBELL O Block, Adinath Apartments, Mannlvakkam, Changalpaiu Distrct-
G048, Business Address: Mis G Transport P Lid., Prop, Mr.G Purushotbaman,
w14, Devl Magar, Theuninrawur, Chennal - GO2024; Mature of Facllity: Hoesing
Loan under REUBH Schemse - 131203464000020; Limit: ¥ 45,60.000/-; Rate of
Intarest (including cwerduwe interest) & rests: 10.65%; Last Interest Debit Date:
20,10.2026; Total dues® as on 27.10.2026: 7 44,02, 506.0%; NPA Date: 20.10,2026

Addendum: Tendar N1:r:-. BMTC/2026-2TANDD331 and BMTC/2026-27/
INDD332 |nwiled In "Goods” Category are cancelled. These bids ane
inviled  vide: BMTC202G-2T/SE1464 and BMTCI2026-2T/SE1462
“Service” Category, Bidders ane reguesbed o nole the abowe changes and
participate in the tendera,
The above mentioned tender detsis can be obtsined from
https:kppp karmataka gov.in, Further, any addendumicorigendum m
respect of change in calendar of events, specification, olhor tender leems
and conditions etc. wll be uplosded/published through KPP Portad only.
Moite: Interested Bidders need 1o register in the KPP Portal. For further inforration
gt BMTC Cenird Offices of Log on o hitps: kpppkamataka.govin

Sdi- CONTROLLER OF STORES & PURCHASES

| Tender Last Date
SL Tendar Na, Description :‘Ef;z - .'D.r E'.r'!" by
| (approg) KPPP
Short-Tarm Tendar
BMTC2026. | Procurement of A, Oil and | s an 0g9,11.2026
| 27INB0352 | Fuel Fillars. I ' _atiTie |
Regular Tendear
Supply.  Instefaton  and |

2 BMTC/2026- | commissioning — of CCT‘J] 045 16.11,2026
ZTANDOAES | Surveillance  System &t ! at 17:00 hra

different Iocetions of BMTC.

3 BMTC2026- | Procuremant of Expandabls 150 16.11,2026
ZTANDO354 | Vinyl Coated Fabric B at 1701 ks
AMTCEnE. | FTosurEment of - Synthetic 16.11.2028

d | Adhesva SR BSB  or 013 o

T h
ZTINDOEES Equivalst Adhnsiva | at 17:00 hrs

& | BMTC/2026- | Procurement of Eu:w:r:cbori 0.21 16.11.2026

* | 27iNDo3s6 | Leather Cash Bag : at 17-00 brs

B BMTCE2026- | Procurement of  Alsminium | 02s 16.11.2028
ETANDO3ST | Sockels i at 1700 hres |

DESCRIPTION OF SECURED ASSET: Mature of Security: Morigage:

All hat peace and parcel of Residential Flat comprised in Survey Nos.23301, 23328
Part, FE37, 23120 Part, 234/18,, siupted a1 Mannivakkam Village, Vandalur Taluk,
Chengalpattu District. An undivided share of Land 538 sq.L, Apartment
Mo D-202, in the Second Floor, in Blugbell Block, in the Adinath Shantiniketan
Apartmant admeasuring a Super bullt up area of 1048 sq.ft Inclusive of shar in
common areas, and an axclugive fght 1o park a vehicle in One Covered Car Parking
Spaca Mo BEE and common amenities, lving within the Sub Regsiaton Disirict of
Guduvencherry and Ragistration District of Guduvancherry and Regleration District of
Chennai Soulh. Bowunded on the Moth by: Property comprised o Survey No. 227 [Part),
284, South By - Proparly comprised in Survay bo 23418, 28337, East By - Road
Widening Area comprised in Suwvey Mo 2B30 (part] and the exisling Panchayal Read,
‘West By : Propery comprisad in Sunmy Mo 227

Owmer of the Property | Mr.G Purushothaman Sio Mr.Govindara|

* payabds with furthar mterest at costraciual rates/mstsiother changes as agread from the date
mantionad above fill date of payment.

4. If the sard boerower | guaranior | mortgagar sl o meke peyment o cian Overseas Bank gs
alresaid, than indian Chvarseas Bark shal procoed againet the above secumd assets undar Section
134} of the SARFAES] Al and Fule enfrely & the risks, costs and oosequences o Fe said
boemowers! guaranior.

5. Furirer, S atierdion of bomdawer | gueranion | mongagor & inviled o provigions of Sub-sedion] B} of
tha Saction 130f e At in redpect of tme avalatle b them L redeem the secunsd asssets,

6. The said Bormsmr | guasaniar | morigagor ane protibibed under the SARFAES| Act from ransfering
the secuted assels, wihether by way of sle, laese or oerwise without e prion wiitien consent of
Indian Crearsaas Bank Any parson who contravenes o abets cordravention of the provisions of the
Al orRubes shall e fiatle forimprisorment and/ orfne as grven under Sectian 23 al theact

Date: 28.10,2026, Place: Chennal  Awthorised Officer, indian Ovarseas Bank

Regd Office: Mo, 21, Palulks Road, Chennai - BO000Z
Corporate Office: Sundaram Towers, Mo. 46, Whites Road, Channai-B00014
Branch Office: o 17, Sacond Floor Alapesan Road,
Viedachalam Nagar, Chengalped-803001.
POSSESSION NOTICE
Issued Under Sec 13(4) read with Appendix IV and Rule 8(1) of
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Wheraas the authorized officer of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED under
the Securifisation and Reconstruction of Financia! Assets and Enforcement of
Security Infersst [SARFAEST) Act. 2002 and in exarcise of the powers canferrsd
under Section 13112) read with nge 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement ) Rules,
2002 issued & Demand Motice Ws, 13{2) dated 09-07-2026 cafing upon the
Borrower Mr. Sirpidharan 3, Co-Borrowers Mr, Sankaran Vellai, Mrs,
Chandhira SBankaran lo repay the amount menfioned = [he Demand nolics bemg
Rs. 4,05,088/- (Rupees Four Lakhs Five Thousand Eighty Eight Only} being
{he amount dus and payable under the Loan Account number SCH20250024 as
on 089-07-2026 along wih further Interssl cost and Dlher charges etc., & any bl
aciual dale of payment within 60 days from the date of raceipt of the notice.
The Barrower|s) having failed to repay the amount as mantioned abova, nofice is
hereby glven fo the Borrowen|s) and the pubic in ganeral that the Authonsed Officer
has taken possesson of the property dascribad harain below in exercize of powers
conferred on him under Section 13(4) of the sakd Act read with ruli 8 of Sarfzesi Act
onihis 29-10-2026.
The borrower's aflention is invited to provision of sub-gection (B} of section 13 of the
Al inrespectof time available, toredeem the secured assets,
The Bormowen|s) In particular and the public in general are harety cautionsed not b
deal with the property and any dealings with the Secured progerty shal be subject
o the charge of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED for an amount
Rs. 4,389,042 (Rupees Four Lakhs Thirty Nine Thousand Forty Two Only) as
on 29-10-2026 along with furlher Inferest, Cost and Diher charges etc,, if any bl
actual date of payment.
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY: All thal Piece ard Parcel of land and Building
siluated at Kancheepuram Destrict, Walajabad Taluk, Palayaseevaram B Villags, in
Gramanatham Qld 5 Mo 5383-Fart, as per Patla No 167, New 5 No 627124, an
exlent of B0 Sq. FL or 00078 Sg. Mir. of land and in which tied house of an exlant
of T38 8q. Ft. with fls E.B. Servica Conneclion Mo 08-635-001-146 and the same
assessad o properly lax with assessmanl Mo 988, with ils deposit amounts
pearing Palta Mo 167 within the junsction of SRO, Walajabad and reglstration
district of Kancheepuram. Boundarles: Morth by House of Kasl, South by
Commaon 6 F. Passage, East by: House of Gopal, Rangarao and West by: Vacant
site of Subramand, Measurement: Measuring an total extent of 840 Sq. FL (00073
5q. Mir) of lend in which filed house of 736 Sq. FL with its E.B. connection, s
deposit amounts, and essessed to propery tax. Admeasuring on the Morth & South
by 36FL, Eastby 23.5 Ft, Bonthe West by 23 Ft
Date: 29-10-2026 for SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LTD,,

and LN {CIN: L0101 TNZ00SPTE131430)
Reaw Ma 53, GM Chatty Road, T Magar,
Chennai - OO T, Tamil Nadw

3. | URL of websita N& |
4 Details of placa wharg majority of
+ |t assets ars lcatad
Fhe instafled capacity of main
5 | producis fAnnual Production [ KA
Capacity in Meric Tan)
B Oty & walue of main producis/ W
* | servicas sold inlast financial year |
7. | Nurmber of emphoyess! woramen | K& |
Further details inchiling tha last
2vadable financizl siztements,
B, | lists of creditars, and relesant
dates for subszaguent avents of
the process & available at:
Efgibility for resclution appicants
0, |umder secian 2523000 of the
Code is avadabie at:
i L.ast date for receipt of
I'.“].pILS.SII!l'l ol ml-:rhst
Dot of fssate of p:'mus:mal list o
prospactiva resolution applicants
Last date for submission af
ohiactions bo provisianal list
13. | Date of izsue of Fnal bet of
prospective resolution applicants
14. | Date of issee of mformation
mErngrandur), evauation makix
and request for resolution plans to
prospacsva rasolufian appscants

15. | Last date for submission of
resoiution plans
1. | Protess emailidto submit 01| cifp. pusiivehausingaomail.com

17 | Details of th corporate dedtars | WA
reqistration stas as MSME

2, | hddress of the regesterad office

Myiapare, Chennal |

Can be sought by sending & request to
H"'SDW’-L‘-‘I Pﬂlfﬂmma' it

Can ba sought by sending & requast to
RP at
cirp.positvahousingsiamail.com

13.11.2026

23.11.2026

28.11.2026

[8.12.2026

[8.12.2026

08.01.2027

- Ranjana Singh -represaning
Beleyir Resplutions Private Limited (IPE)
Resphution Profasssonal of
Postive Hausings Private Limited
Aidress: ‘Shreavathsd', 428, 19th B Gross,
3rd Block, Jayanagar, Bengalury - 560 011
Tele: 080 4132 4113, Phone: +91 #3538 81624
Email: cirp.positvehgusings Egmall.com

Date: 257 Octobar 2026
Place: Bengalury

(Tender inviting Authority)
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SEEMAN TO

CONTEST BYPOLL

Tirunelvell NTK chief coordinator Seeman announced on Thursday that
he would contest the Ambasamudram bypoll and accept support from
any party willing to back him. Speaking to reporters In Tirunelvell, he
sald his party would launch an Intensive poll campalgn on Movember 27

DVAC searches 25 places linked to After Theni jailbreak, Shankar
Nehruin MAWS recruitment scam

Rald comes 2 days after HC bins plea agalnst filing of FIR; ex-min calls It dlversionary tactic

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal/Tiruchy Combatore

THE Directorate of Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption (DVAC)
on Thursday launched search-
es at 25 locations linked to
former DME minister K N Ne-
hru across Chennai, Tiruchy,
Coimbatore, Namakkal and
Tirunelveli, among other
places.

The searches were conducted
two days after the Madras High
Court dismissed MNehru's re-
view petition against the inves-
tigation into the alleged cash-
for-jobs scam in the Municipal
Administration and Water Sup-
ply (MAWS) Department, dur-
ing his tenure as minister

A total of 170 incriminating
documents and 13 electronic
gadgets connected to the inves-
tigation were seized in the raids
conducted in the case regis-
tered in June following a com-
plaint from the Enforcement
Directorate.

According to the DVAC, the
case was registerad against MNe-
hru and seven others over alle-
gations of corruption and mal-
practices in the recruitment of
2,538 candidates. Money was al-
legedly collected from ineligi-
ble candidates for their ap-
pointment as assistant
engineers, junior engineers,
sanitary inspectors, draughts-
men and to other categories in
the MAWS Department.

The money was allegedly
routed through hawala chan-
nels during 2024-25.

In Tiruchy, Nehru's residence
in Thillai Nagar was searched
from 7 am to 3 pim, resulting in
the seizure of four documents
and a tablet, according to offi-
cial sources. Manachanallur
MLA S Eathiravan and Tiruchy
Mavor Mu Anbalagan were
present. Other teams searched
locations in Srirangam, Thirn-
vanaikoil, Lalgudi and Thurai-
vur in Tiruchy district.

After the operation, Nehru
told reporters that the offi-
cials had not questioned him
and had only searched his res-

DVAC officials conducted a search at former OMK minister KN Nehru's residence at
Thillai Nagar in Tiruchy, on Thursday | uk askox xuman

idence. He said the searches
covered more locations this
time than during the previous
round, but the officials found
nothing except his brother
Manivannan's business
tablet.

He =aid that he did not think
the searches were linked to the
Tiruchy East byve-election and
the people would decide wheth-
er the DME should win. “The
DME does not depend on me
alone. We have lakhs of party
workers. Even if Tam not there,
our cadre will continue to work
for the party’s victory in the
election,” he said.

Mehru alleged that the
searches might have been con-
ducted to divert public atten-

tion from law and order issues,
including the escape of prison-
ers from Theni prison. He add-
ed that after the high court dis-
missed his review petition,
they had challenged the order
in the Supreme Court.

In Coimbatore, searches were
conducted at the office and
honse of Nehru's brother, K W
Manivannan, located in an
apartment complex near Singa-
nallur and GV Residency till
evening. Manivannan was not
present during the search. Of-
ficials also questioned people
present on the premises. A
search was also reported at a
residential complex near
Vadavalli, though officials did
not confirm the location

DVAC selzes three
appointment letters
from ex-MLA’s house

Vellore: As part of the ralds
linked to KN Nehru, ralds
were conducted at the
residences of former Analcut
MLA AP Nandakumar and
businessman Sekhar Reddy
In Katpad| on Thursday. A
team of seven DVAC officlals
reached Nandakumar's
house In Gandhl Nagar
around B.45 am. "Three
appointment letters were
sefzed from his house. The
documents will be sent to
the Chennal offlce to
ascertaln thelr relevance to
the case," sald a OVAC
official In Vellore district.
Meanwhile, a team of elght
DVAC officlals conducted
the rald at Sekhar Reddy's
house. An offlclal told THIE
that after a theft Incident
last month, all property-
related documents had been
shifted elsewhere, The theft
Case was registered by the
Viruthampat police on
September 19, following a
complaint by Reddy stating
gold jewellery and ¥ 25 lakh In
cash had been missing from
hils housa. Five people were
amrested In connectlonwlth
the case. ENS

Stalin calls raids against former DMK
ministers ‘Vettri Vendetta Politics’

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

DME president M K Stalin on
Thursday accused the TVE
government of using raids
against former DME ministers
to divert public attention from
law and order issues, rising
prices and alleged administra-
tive failures. Reacting to the
DVAC raids at KN MNehru's
place, he said, “Having turned

CM likely to attend Davos
meet; Keerthana to visit
Switzerland for spadework

CSHIVAKUMAR @ Chennal

CHIEF Minister C Joseph Vijay
is likely to attend the World
Economic Forum's (WEF) an-
nual meeting in Davos, Switzer-
land, from January 18 to 22,
2027, as the TVE government
seeks to strengthen the state’s
position as an investment des-
tination, according to indus-
tries department sources, In-
dustries Minister Keerthana is
expected to travel to Switzer-
land after a visit to Germany to
prepare for the ChM's proposed
participation in the forum,
sourees told TVIE.

The proposed visit to the 57th
edition of the WEF would pro-
vide the state an opportunity to
engage with global business
leaders, policymakers and in-
vestors at a time when the
Tamil Nadu gover nment
is seeking to attract
fresh investments to
support its ambition of
building a £1.5 trillion |
ECONOMmY.

The state is also like-
ly to organise its
second in-
vestment
conclave

in the second half of Novem-
ber, with the dates yet to be fi-
nalised. The proposed conclaye
is expected to mark six months
of the TVE government and
showease the investments at-
tracted during its first six
months in office.

The TVE government
marked its first 100 days in of-
fice on August 13 by unveiling
investment commitments
worth 1.02 lakh crore. It had
signed 104 Molls, which cover
106 projects across 15 sectors,
with total projected employ-
ment of 1,21,788 — direct and
indirect — across 19 districts.

Meanwhile, the state Cabi-
net, chaired by Chief Minister
C Joseph Vijay on Thursday of-
fered incentives to eight compa-
nies in multiple sectors, includ-
ing defence, aviation,
textiles and other sec-

tors. Three of the pro-
posals pertain to ex-
pansion, which were
cleared by the Cabinet,
industries department
sources said, but refused
to share details about
the companies or
the nature of
the incentives.

TN into a state where nobody
— women, children or the eld-
erly — is safe, the chief minis-
ter (C Joseph Vijay) is think-
ing about whether to
conduct a roadshow or a
raid show to divert the at-
tention of the people and

the media’s breaking
news,” Stalin said in

a statement.

Targeting the TVE LT

over the induction of leaders
facing corruption allegations,
he described the party as a “THN
Branch Washing Machine™ and
accused it of pursuing “Vet-

tri Vendetta Politics™ by
targeting former DME
ministers. He accused the
government of using the
raids to make social

media reels for the

i Tiruchy East bypoll

replaces Rathore as prison chief

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennal
THE recent escape of prisoners
from the Theni district jail and
Puzhal prison has triggered a
reshuffle in the higher ranks of
the prisons department with
DGP (Prisons) Sandeep Rai
Rathore transferred as DGP
and Chief Vigilance Officer,
Tangedco, Chennai, on Thurs-
day K Shankar, ADGE Enforce-
ment Bureau-CID, has been ap-
pointed the new head of Prisons
and Correctional Services. He
had previously served as the
head of prisons from January
2, 2025, before being transferred
to another post.

The reshuffle comes eyen as
the department had initiated
suspension of nine prison per-
sonnel following the escape of
17 remand prisoners from The-
ni district jail on Monday night
and seven prison personnel
over the escape of two prison-
ars from Puzhal Central Prison
last week. The incidents raised
gquestions over security ar-
rangements in TN prisons.

Law and Prison Minister CTR
Mirmal Enmar on Thursday told
reporters that the state govern-

K Shankar, Sandeep Rai Rathore

ment was overhauling the pris-
on department by introducing
new security systems, online
visitor registration and staff re-
deployment to address long-
standing deficiencies. “The sys-
tem has been deteriorating for
20 to 30 years, and we are work-
ing to transform it,” he said.

The government has ap-
proved additional CCTV cam-
eras and scanning machines
and mandated body cameras
for prison guards during in-
spections. Al-enabled surveil-
lance systems are also being
procurad to monitor prison pe-
rimeter walls, The department
has closed 16 sub jails and rede-
ploved personnel to central
prisons to address staff
shortages.

Recruitment through the

TWNPSC and promotions are
also being pursued. New cen-
tral prisons are being con-
structed in Coimbatore and
Madurai, while a high-security
prison integrated with a court
complex is coming up in
Tiruchy Video-conferencing fa-
cilities are expected to be intro-
duced across prisons within
two months.

IPS officers transferred

The state government has also
ordered the transfer of five oth-
er IPS officers. It appointed San-
jay Mathur as DGE State Crime
Fecords Bureau, upgrading the
post from the IG rank. Sonal
Chandra, who held the post, has
been transferred as IG of Police,
Headquarters, in the office of
the DGP and HoPE. B Ragupa-
thy, Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Pallikaranai, has been
posted as Earur SE replacing D
N Hari Kiran Prasad. Dr R Sta-
lin, SF, Economic Offences
Wing, North Zone, has been
posted as Tenkasi SP replacing
& Ashok Kumar Ashok Eumar
has been posted as SE Anti-Ter-
rorism Squad, Madurai. against
an existing vacancy

A section of north Indian women in Chennai celebrates Karwa Chauth, a traditional Hindu festival where married women observe
a strict day-long fast from sunrise to moonrise praying for the long life of their husbands, at Pattalam on Thursday | pawssAR

Ex-MLA surrenders in school fraud case remanded till Nov 12

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

A day after the Supreme Court
rejected his anticipatory bail
plea, former MLA Muthukwmar,
a co-accused in the case related
to the alleged F100 crore private
school approval fraud, surren-
dered before the special court
for Prevention of Corruption
Act cases in Chennai on Thurs-
day. The former DMDE MLA
(2011-16), who later joined DME
in 2017, was remanded to judi-
cial custody till Noyember 12
The case surfaced in July
2026 following a complaint by
Elangovan, secretary of the
Federation of Assoclations of
Private Schools in Tamil Madw
He alleged that private school
managements were cheated af-

Fﬂrmer MLA Muthukumar surrendered befare the special court for Prevention of
Corruption Act cases in Chennai on Thursday | express

ter paying money toSecure per-
manent recognition, school up-
gradation, DTCP approval and
other povernment clearances.
On September 26, the police
conducted searches at four

premises linked to Muthuku-
mar's relatives in Kallakurichi
and seized 30 documents, in-
cluding bank-related records.
The searches were conducted
after a probe revealed that one

of Muthukumar's relatives had
allegedly assisted him in col-
lecting money from private
school managements by prom-
ising to secure government ap-
provals through Muthulumar's
T Nagar-hased firm, Global 360
Degree. So far, the Central
Crime Branch of the Greater
Chennai Police has arrested
four people, including ex-min-
ister Anbil Mahesh
Poyyvamozhi, BT Arasakumar,
president of the TM Private
Schools Association, and two
others — Suresh and Raja.

Meanwhile, Opposition Lead-
er Udhayanidhi Stalin met An-
bil Mahesh at Puzhal jail for
the second time, accompanied
by ex-minister PK Sekarbabu,
on Thursday

Mahesh asks HC to quash FIR against him; plea adjourned

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal
THE Madras High Court on
Thursday adjourned the hear-
ing of apetition filed by former
minister for school education
Anbil Mahesh Poyvamozhi,
seeking to guash the FIR regis-
tered against him by the Cen-
tral Crime Branch (CCB) of
Greater Chennai Police. The
FIR is in connection with the
alleged 100 crore scam in issu-
ing recognition and other stat-

CM works as a govt staff from 9 to 6: EPS

EXPRESS HEWS SERVICE & Madural

ATADME general secretary
Edappadi E Palaniswami has
described the TVE government
as the worst in the country, and
itwas once again evident in the
cancellation of bids to procure
power at the cost of #41.5/unit.

Speaking to media at the air-
port, Palaniswami alleged that
the electricity department was
not managed properly by min-
ister CTR Nirmal Eumar. “Pow-
erwas purchased between 475

Edappadi K Pnlanlswaml at Madurai
Meenakshi Temple | K suNoar

and #6.35 per unit during the
ten-vear ATADME regime and
between #1150 and F20 during
the DME regime. The TVE gov-

ernment first tried to buy pow-
er at ¥I5/unit and later at
F41.50/unit, tender for which
was cancelled.”

Citing the recent jailbreaks,
he alleged that law and order
has deteriorated. “This happens
only in a government where a
CM acts like a government em-
ploves who works from 9am to &
pm, that too only on working
days. I don't want to blame the
government purposefully but it
has done nothing in the last six
months,” he said.

utory clearances to private
schools during the previous
DME regime.
Following submis-
sions of state public
prosecutor B John Sath-
van that one of the main
accused in the case,
Muthukumar, surren-
dered before the special
court for Prevention of
Corruption Act cases, and the
police intended to file an appli-
cation for taking him into cus-

tody, Justice V Lakshminaray-
anan adjourned the hearing to
Movember 10.

Senior counsel P Wil-
|01, representing Anbil
Mahesh, told the judge
that a contingent of 40
policemen surrounded
his office and blocked
the entry before ‘barg-
ing’ into the office and
arresting the ex-minister. “The
police arrested Anbil Mahesh
from my office in the midst of

a discussion on further legal
action,” he said, and asked the
court to frame guidelines to
deal with such situations.

Justice Lakshminaravanan
questioned the prosecution as
to why the ex-minister was ar-
rested at the office of the senior
counsel. John Sathyan submit-
ted that the police were made to
wait for a long time and later
asked to come into the office.
“Police have done only their
duty,” he said.

Anbll Mahesh arrested
based on proof: Min

Chennal: Law and Prison
Minister CTR Nirmal Kumar
on Thursday denled
allegations of a political
vendetta In the arrest of
former minister Anbll Mahesh
Poyyamaozhl, asserting that
actlon was belng taken on
the basls of complalnts and
evidence of wrongdoing.
Responding to reporters at
the secretariat, he sald that
hundreds of educational
Institutions had complained
of belng threatened and
forced to pay money towards
the DMK party fund. The
government could not remaln
sllent when Institutions
lodged complalnts, he sald,
adding that several schools
were still afrald to come
forward. Asked If the
government would publish
the list of schools that had
pald money, he sald the
probe-related material would
be avallable through court
proceedings. On searches at
locations lnked to ex-minister
KN Nehru, he denled that
Tormer DMK ministers were
belng targeted and sald the
government would act without
discrimination agalnst
anyone found to have
committed wrongdolng. ENS

Parties, JACTO-GED oppose outsourcing of govtjohs

Chennal: CPM state secretary P Shanmugam, PMK president Anbumanl
Ramadoss, AMME general secretary TTV Dhinakaran and the JACTO-
GECQ have condemined the state government's declsion to appoint the
Overseas Manpower Corporation Limited (OMCL) as the agency to
supply outsourced staff to all govemment departments and PSUs In
the state. Stating that the move would replace permanent employees
with outsourced workers, Anbumanl sald the system would also bypass
reservation In recrultment. JACTO-GEC coordinator Venkatesan sald the
declslon was agalnst the state's 69% reservation pollcy and would
affect baslc-level government Jobs. CPM state secretary P Shanmugam
urged the govemment to cancel OMCL's appointment, and expedite
steps to fill government posts through permanent appolntments.
AMMEK general secretary TTV Dhinakaran said the government had
falled to fulfil Its promise to regularise contract workers. ENS

TNPDCL to recruit B,000 field assistants in 2 phases

Chennal: The Tamil Nadu govemment has Issued an order permitting
the Tamil Nadu Power Distributlon Corporation Limited (TNPDCL) to filt
8,000 permanent fleld assistant posts through direct recrultment In
two phases In 2027 and 2028. According to the order, 5,000 postswill
be fitled In 2027 and the remalning 2,000 In 2028 through the Tamil
Nadu Public Service Commission (TNPSC ). Candidates who have
completed the Industrial Tralning Institute (IT1) course will be eligible.
The additional expenditure for fllling the posts |s estimated at #213.28
crore In 2027 and an additional #127.97 crore In 2028, taking the total
10 #341.25 crore a year when 8,000 personnel Join the force. The
government has taken up the recrultment process to flll vacancles that
have remalned unfilled for many years, and strengthen the workforce
Imvolved In electriclty distribution. Candidates have been advised to
follow the TNPSC official announcements for further detalls. ENS
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Vice President C P Radhakrishnan will visit Tamil Madu on Friday to attend
the golden Jubllee celebrations and 39" convocation ceremaony of
Gandhigram Rural Institute In Dindigul and also particlpate In freedom flghter
Pasumpon Muthuramalinga Thevar's birth annlversary In Ramanathapuram

Relief for 2,000 homes as state govt to
regularise anadheenam land along OMR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chenna

THE state cabinet, headed hy
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay,
on Thursday has given its nod
to regularise 550 acres of anad-
heenam land in Thazhambur
village along Old Mahabali-
puram Road (OMR) in Chengal-
pattu district, which has been
embroiled in a legal dispute for
more than 40 vears. The move
is expected to benefit around
2,000 residential properties and
16 educational institutions
built on these land parcels in
Thazhambur

The government is also ex-
pected to review the freeze on
registrations involving 450
acres of land classified as anad-
heenam in Thazhambur village
under Tiruporur taluk, whose
current market value is esti-
mated at 4,000 crore. Although
the modalities for regularising
the land parcels are yet to be fi-
nalised, minister C'T B Nirmal

Eumar told reporters that the
government was exploring the
possibility of implementing the
recommendations of a high-
level committee, which suggest-
ed leasing the land to educa-
tional institutions for periods
ranging from 30 to 60 vears.
“The anadheenam land issue
has been embroiled in a legal
dispute for more than 30
vears. Around 3,000 res-
idents live in the area,
and more than 15 edu-
cational institutions
are located there. The
previous government
did not act on the issue.
However, following a Supreme
Court order, the Cabinet dis-
cussed whether the land par-
cels conld be leased to educa-
tional institutions for 30 or 60
vears,” Nirmal Enmar said.
The case relates to an applica-
tion seeking electricity connec-
tions for a residential complex
developed by an ex-servicemen's

Location, rev share changed
for registration pilot hubs

CSHIVAKUMAR @Chennal

THE registration department
has revised its plan to set up pre-
mium registration hubs, by
changing the locations of the
proposed pilot centres, introduoac-
ing a three-tier infrastructure
model and altering the revenue-
sharing arrangement between
the registration department and
private operators. The comimis-
sioning deadline has been ex-
tended to 180 days from the
award of the contract.
According to a government
order passed on October 28, the

five model registration hubs will
be located in Chennai North,
Chennai Central, Chennai
South, Chengalpattu and Coim-
batore North.

Under the revised formula,
the government will receive
B80% of collections from stand-
ard and tatkal standard servic-
es, While the operator will re-
tain 20%. Revenue from
premium services will be split
equally For Tatkal preminm
services, the government's
share will be 65% and the opera-
tor's 35%. There is no change in
the facilitation charges.

5

association, which comprises
more than 850 houses. The land
on which the houses were built
allegedly fell under the anad-
heenam classification and had
not been assigned to anyone. As
the land parcels lacked valid ti-
tle deeds, the residential areas
were denied basic amenities, in-
cluding electricity connections
and stormwater drainage
facilities. Several other
residential projects de-
veloped by prominent
real estate firms are also
awaiting basic ameni-
ties, as pattas for the land
parcels have remained sus-
pended since 20149,

In 2019, a revenue department
inquiry followed by a Madras
High Court order found that
pattas were allegedly issued il-
legally for more than 105 acres
of anadheenam land to several
individuals between 2008 and
2018 by revenue officials. The
Eancheepuram Crime Branch

police also registered a case
against three revenue officials.

Subsequently, the Chengal-
pattu district administration
suspended the pattas of around
2,000 houses and froze registra-
tions involving 450 acres of
land in Thazhambur, also clas-
gified as anadheenam. The
move effectively stalled prop-
erty transactions involving as-
sets with an estimated market
value of 4000 crore. After a se-
ries of petitions before various
courts, the Supreme Court, this
April, directed the state gov-
ernment to lift the status quo
and take steps to provide basic
amenities to the houses.

Anadheenam lands are dis-
tinct from conventional gov-
ernment lands such as poram-
boke lands. However, land
classified as anadheenam that
has no recognised private oam-
er may vest with the govern-
ment, subject to applicable le-
gal provisions.

An MTC small bus that broke down near Padi Bridge is pushed to the roadside by the
tonductor and motorists who stopped to help on Thursday | P RAVIKEMAR

100% charge waiver for battery energy
storage systems under new TN policy

SGURUVANMIKANATHAN @Chennal

AFTER detailed discussions,
the state cabinet approved the
Battery Energy Storage Sys-
tem (BESS) Policy 2026 on
Thursday. The policy targeting
1 MW and above projects aims
to speed up the installation of
BESS across power generation
and transmission networks,
improve the utilisation of re-
newable energy and reduce the
wastage of power {(curtail-
ment) generated from renewa-
ble sources.

The policy; accessed by TNIE,
Ccovers two categories of battery
storage systems - standalone

BESS and co-located BESS.
Standalone BESS refers to in-
dependent battery storage sys-
tems with a capacity of more
than 1 MW These systems can
be connected to transmission
or distribution networks or pri-
vate consumer networks. They
will be eligible for a 100% waiv-
er of applicable transmission
and wheeling charges. These
standalone BESS can be used to
meet peak-hour demand, sup-
port grid operations and pro-
vide other approved services.
Co-located BESS refers to
battery storage systems inte-
grated with solar, solar-hybrid
or other renewable energy

Delays plague Arakkonam
AC local, commuters livid

DHEEPTHI 0) @Chennal

PASSENGERS have expressed
frustration over delays in the
recently introduced AC fast lo-
cal train operating between
Chennai Central and Arakkon-
am on a trial basis from Octo-
baer 23 to December 24

“The AC local train was in-
troduced with the aim of reach-
ing Chennai Central by 9.30 am,
making it convenient for hun-
dreds of people travelling to the
city for work. Those who need
to travel to Tambaram for work
can also catch the 9.50 am AC
train from Park station if this
train arrives on time,” Tiruval-
lur Railway Passengers Asso-
ciation secretary K Baskar
said.

He said the train got delayed
by 30 minutes on Thursday and
30 minutes on Wednesday In-
dian Railways' official National
Train Enguiry System (NTES)

app also recorded this delay
He alleged that the train was
operated on the slow line up to
Vyasarpadi on Thursday On
Monday, he claimed, it was op-
erated on the slow line up to
Tiruvallur before being shifted
to the fast line
A Sounthern Railway official
acknowledged that the train
had been delayved on Wednes-
day and Thursday due to opera-
tional constraints, adding that
it would be given priority in the
coming days. However, the of-
ficial denied that the train was
operated on the slow line.
Mubarak Shariff, treasurer of
the association, said passengers
had pointed out that they could
instead travel on the Yelagiri Ex-
press for just ¥35 and reach
Chennai Central by 9.10 am.
Railway officials had earlier
saild that the issue of the high
fare had been taken up with
their headquarters.

projects with a capacity of
maore than 1 MW These systems
store electricity generated by
the associated renewable ener-
gy plants and supply it during
peak-demand hours or when
required.

Co-located BESS projects in
existing or new solar, wind or
hybrid projects will be eligible
for a 100% waiver of applicable
transmission and wheeling
charges.

The policy will apply to all
BESS projects for which appli-
cations are submitted on or af-
ter the date of notification, as
well as projects commissioned
on or after April 1, 2027,

& killed in road accidents
in Chennai and Kanchi

Chennal: Four people, Including a
school student, were killed and
seven others Injured In separate
road accidents In Chennal and
Kancheepuram on Wednesday
and Thursday. Joshua (15), a
school student, died after the
two-wheeler carrying him and
three other students crashed Into
an electric post near
Sriperumbudur early Thursday.
Sanjay (16), Jaswanth (14) and
Chandru (14}, all from Echur,
sustalned serlous Injurles. The
Injured students were admitted to
Sriperumbudur Government
Hospltal. In another accident near
Nazarathpet, Nithyasri (34), died
after a bus hit her moped and ran
over her, causing fatal head
Injuries. The Avad| TIW amested
the bus driver, Shankar (54), who
was remanded In Judiclal custody
on Thursday. Meanwhile,
Marayanan (42), a palnter from
Adhanur near Padappal, died Ina
head-on collision between two-
wheelers on the Adhanur lake
bund road on Wednesday night.
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REFORM ARC LIMITED

[Farmerly known as Rellance Asset Reconstruction Company Limited)
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SUNDARAM HOME
— Sundaram Finance Group —
Regd Offica: Mo. 21, Patullos Road, Chennai - G00002Z
Corporate Office: Sunderam Towers, Mo. 45, Wheies Road, Chennai-600014
Branch Office: AR R Comgpiex, 47/8, Thind Floor, Venkatesan Sirest,
Was! Tambaram, Chernal -
POSSESSION NOTICE
Issued Under Sec 13(4) read with Appendix |V and Rule 8{1) of
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
‘Whereas tue authorzed officar of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED under
the Securilizaton and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcanmant of
Security Infersst (SARFAEST) Act, 2002 and in exerciss of the powers conferrad
under Section 13{12) read with ruie 3 of the Securily Interest (Erlarcement } Rules,
2002 issued 2 Demand Motice Ws, 13(2) dated 09-07-2026 caling upon the
Borrower Mr. Velmurugan, Co-Borrower Mrs. B Jamuna o repay the amaunt
mentioned in the Demand notice being Rs. 13,68,813- (Rupees Thirteen Lakhs
Sixty Eight Thousand Eight Hundred Thirteen Only) being the amaunt due and
payable under the Loan Account nuember EBT20260068 as on 03-07-2026 along
with further interest, cost and Other charges ate., if any i actual date of payment
wilhin B0 days from the date of receipt of the nofice.
The Barrower|s) having failed 10 regay (he amount a5 mantioned abaove, metice i

0045,

fihar Road, Near MTNL Telephone Exchange,

ARC LIMITED

'ﬂJ 2nd floor ICC Chambers, 5aki Vihar Road, Near MTNL Telephone Exchange,

2nd floor ICC Chambers, Saki V
Powai Mumbai 400072, Ph: +91 22 6895 9000

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION SALE OF SECURED ASSETS

| ARC LIMITED Powal Mumbal 400072, Ph: +91 22 6895 9000

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION SALE OF SECURED ASSETS

REFORM ARG LIMITED (Formerty known as Refance Asset Reconsrucion Company Limitad) caled as "RARCT, actng in &5 capacily a5 Tnasles
of *RARC 068 Trast"” & an sasgnee and & ssoured crediod of below mentioned bomowers by virlue of Assignment Agresemend datad 30.03.2022
pxamufcd wit Indian Owerseas Bank,

The urdersigned in poescse af powers conlemed under e SecwiilEalion and Reconsirughan ol Financial Assets and Enforcement of Seauriy
Interarst AT, A2 and Sacunty Interest (Enforcement) Rulas. 20012 heraby give notics o pubic in genersl et the bekow manlioned property shal
b sold by wary of “onkne e=sucdion” for necavery al dues. The propérlies shal be sabf siicky on “AS |3 WHERE 157, "AS IS WHAT IS" and *N0
RECOURSE" basis apart from olhar berms menonsd below

REFORM ARC LIMITED |Formedty known 85 Relance Asset Reconstuchon Compeny Limied) caled a8 RARCT, achng in k3 capacily &3 Tnusles
of “RELIAKCE ARC CUB ML & SME 2014 1 TRUST" is an assignee and a secwred editor of below mentioned bormower by virlue al Assignmenl
Agreement dated 30,06.2014 exccutad with City Union Bank.

The undersignad in exercse of powers confamed under e Secunisation and Aeconsruchon of Financtal Assets and Exdoecerment of Seourty
rbereesl Acd, 2002 and Seouily Inleres| (Enforoemend] Rules, 2002 hareby give nelios % public m general il the bekos mentionsd geoperty shal
ke b by wary of “onbne e-auction” for recavery of dues. The propsries shall ba sold sincily on “AS |5 WHERE |57, “AS 15 WHAT 15" and “NOQ
RECOURSE" basis apan fram alher terms merfioned Below,

KAME OF BORROWER/GUARANTORS

NAME OF BORROWER/GUARANTORS

1. Sri Sal Nath And Company Prop. Remadel, Add: No.B4T, Visyskshml Kagar, Alamai, Tinvelur, G00052

2. 3.Ramadevi Wio Labe P-Siva kumar, Add: No.B4T, Viaytakerem Nagar, Alsrna®il, Tinalur — 600052,

3. Suresh Kumar, Ko 847, Viggglatshme Magar, Alamalhi, Truvallr = B00052

Qutstanding dues as on 27.90.2026 Rs 46,99 883730 (Rupoos Fory S Lakhs Ninely Ong Thousand Fes Hundme Fity Thres and Paise
Saventy Thres Oy} with fubure interest fereon K the date of anine payment

| Date of Possession: - 19.08.2025

DESCRIFTION OF THE P‘H.EIPER'I'I' Sarvery Mo 2055 (Hew 3.No 20558 & 206320, Plot Ne.Tt Sn Vyayalakshmi Nagar, Alamathi Vilage, Pannen
takk, Tingalur District an ealenl of 1804 5q.f, Boundaries; Morh by Plot Mos 53 & 54, Soulh by 23 ool wide Road, East by Pict Mo 70 and West
by Pot bo 72

H!SEﬁ\i! F‘RH.‘.E Rs. 1l} T1,D1]D.f- iﬂupa-aa Tan Lakhs Euwnljr One Thnuu-aml Dnlﬂ
EMD AMOUNT Rs.1,07,100/- p

etails Of Amction Events: -
Inspection of Property: 18-11-2026 from 11.00 A.M. to 01.00 P.M.

Last date for bid submission @ 19-11-2026
Date of e-auction : 20-11-2026 betwean 3:00 P.M. 1o 4.00 P.M. [with exteasion of & minutes aach)

TEEME AND CONDITIONS OF E-AUCTION SALE
1. The proparty shall not ba sold belme the resaree price and sa% shak be subject m confemation by REFORM ARC LIMITED {Formary snown a5
Rekance Assa Recoralnaction Cempany Limiled) &2 secured credilar. The propertias shall be soid slicly an "AS |5 WHERE 127, "AS IS WHAT
15" and “NO RECOURSE"
2. The E-fclion shall be conducisd Feough REFORM ARC LIMITED (Formery known &8 Rekance Asss| Recorsinoclion Company Limiked)
approvad service providar s ARCA EMART PRIVATE LIMITED through the wetsie: hitps:Mbwwe. Auctionhazaar.com, Detaied terms and con-
diens 4l the E-Auction, Bid Form, and Tendés Documenls ae avaiiable an: waearaic aiin and Mips:iwwsaauctionbarsar.com
3, Intanding biddars mus! passess 8 vaid a-mail i3, The Paridpation £ and Password will be communicated coly through e-mail by the E-Aucdon
SErviing provider,
4, Interestad biddars shal submi e duly filed Bid Form along witn prood of EMD depost end seti-atesind KYC cocumants {PAN Card, Aadnaar

1. Misi Maruth| Enterprises, Represented by s Proprictor R Vasantha, Add: No, 115 /92 B, 5 Floor, Peramiur High Road, Perambar, Chennai = 60001
2, W's! Maruthi Industrial Catering Services Represented by its Proppristor R.Vasantha, Add: - Koo 160 Sidoo bndustrial Estaie.
Thinussazhisai, Chennai - 600124

3, Misi Maruthi Industrial Catering Services Represented by its Propprietor B Vasantha, Add; - No, 115508, 151 Floar, Perambur High Road,
Parambur, Cherral - B00011.

4, Mr. P. Rajasekaran, Add: Mo 1614, Gonala Reddy Colony, 2rd Crogs Stresl, Perambur, Chamnai - 530011,

4, Mrs, R. Vasantha Wio. PRajesekaran Add: Mo 16114, Gopala Reddy Colany, 2nd Crass Sireet, Peramine, Channai - G000

Alao Al : No.t, Mandaved Street, Trnumarhisal, Crenns - 600124

5. Bbr. K. Kahilan, Add: Door Mo 8980, J Sirest Cantanmeant Palavaram, Chennai - 00043

Outstanding dwes as an dt. 27-10:2026 - Rs.12.70,17, 800,38/« [Rupees Tweke Comm Seventy Lakhs Semninen Thousand Bghl Hundmd and
Thirty Eight Paisa Driy|

hereby given fothe Borrowess) and the pubdcin general that the Authorised Officar
has takien possesson of the property described harein balow in exencise of powers
conferred on himunder Secion 13(4) of the sakd Act read with rule 8 of Sarisesi Act

Card, s ) o B Authedzed Oficer 8. REFORM ARC

LUIMITED (Fonmes

,&.k" el 25 Relignce Assel Resonsinclion Company Limiled) Gth Floor,
Kiwrai Complax 0, Mo ATT-482, &rna Saei, Nandanam. Channa — 60005 and by emall 1 Salhessh p wmanfiranc.co.ncom. Last date of sub-
misn of B Form is 19:11-2028. B Foms received [ale or withou! EMD skl De summerily rejecied

The borrowear's abtention is mveiled bo provision of sub-saclion (Bl ol sectkon 13 of the
Acl, inrespectoffime availabie, loredeem the secured assets,

The Borrowsns) in particular and the public in general are harety cautionsd not bo
deal with the progearty and any dealings wilth the Secured property shad be subject
o the charge of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED for an amount
Rs. 1411 844l [Rupees Fourteen Lakhs Twenfy One Thousand Eight
Hundred Forty Four Only) as on 29-10-2026 along with further Interest, Cost and
Ofhercharges e, if any fill actual date of payment

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY: All that peece and parcal of Land bearing Plal No.45
measuring 500 3q.FL, Piot Mo 46 measuring 60 Sq.Ft. and Plot No.47 measuring
600 Sq.FL, todaly messunng 1800 Sguara Feel of land and any constructed
porton thereon, siuated at Vilage MNo6, Atrambakkam Village, Poondi
Panchayat Union, Uihukofai Taluk, Thiruvaller Disinct, "MAMNI NAGAR” (Layout
Approval No. SWRDTCRTYLRLAYOUT Mo 1532023), comprised in S Mos.X2,
41181, 11/2A and bounded on the; Plot No.45 with an area of 600 sq.f; Oid
S Mo 32, New SN0 328141414 and bounded on the North: Plol Mo.55 and
Linear measurement 20 Feet, South: 24 Feet Road and Linear measurament 20
Fesd, East: Fiogd No 48 and Linesr messurement 30 Feat and West: Vacant Land
and Linear measurament 30 Feaf, PLOT NO.46 with an area of 600 sq.f, Oid
S.No.32, New 5 No 320041414 and bounded on the Norh: Plot Mo.35 & 54 and
Linear maasurement 20 Feel, South: 24 Feat Road and Linear measurement 20
Feat, East Plot Mo.4T and Linear measwement 30 Feet and West Plot No.45 and
Linear maasurement 30 Feel. PLOT NOLAT with an area of 800 sg.0; Old 5. Mo W2,
Waw 5 Mo 3281 A1 ATA and bounded on the Morth: Plol Mo.54 & 53 and Linear
measurement 20 Fest, South: 24 Fest Roed and Linesr measurement 20 Fest,
East: Piof No 48 and Lingar measurement 30 Feet and West: Piof No 46 and linsar

5 All bedders shall comply veith e provieons of Section 284 of the rsolwency and Banknuptcy Code, 2016
B, Mether REFORM ART LIMITED nor the sanice provider shall be resporsitle far any falure on e pan of the biddar due to imfematinetenk
s, power fallure, ar bechinical lapees, Bidders are advieed te make adeguate alamative ATangements,
T, Eames| Money Dapasit (EMD) srall be doposited through RTGSMEFT fund fansfer io Current Account No; 040241010000004, Name of the
Bank: Unlon Bank of ndia, Branch: Mambsi, Name of the Beneficiany: “"REFORM ARC Limiled”, IFSC Code: UBINDSBODTD, Peass note
Ihal the CregueTemand Daft shall not be amaphed owards EMD
B. The balerce sale conaidention amolnt wik be remitled n Currest Account Mo 024702000003168, Name of the Bank & Branch: Indian
Creerseas Bank & Samtacruz West Bame of the Beneficiary: RARC 082 TRUST IFSC Code: 10BADDDOZET
B, Pleae note thal ine Chequeemand Drafl shal nol be accepded forwarnda EMD.
10, Bids belcw the Resarie Price andior withawt EMD shall nat be acoepted  Bid ncrement amoun| shall be i muliples of Rs.50,0001- (Rapess

Theusand Eh'll'"”f.l property. In case of @ sole bidder, al least ore incremental bid shall be mandalory

¢ succnsshd bidder shall dapasit 28% of he sale consderaton (rchusive af EMDY mmedialtely upon being dedaned successiul hidder and
Ihe balanca T5% within 15 daya from e data of conlfirmalion of sale.
12, In defaudl of paymen| witin the pmscrbad pariod, the amcand almady deposiied incuding EMD shak sand forlited withoul Sarihar nolion
However, extanzion of lime may be granted al T e discretion of the Aulhoized Ofcer.
13, EMD of urssuccrsshd bidders shall be refunded without intarest affer compiation of the auckon prooess
14, The parfaulars specibed haein are alated o [he ket of the mnowledge and bekel of the Authorzed Officer. However, the Audhonized Oficar
snall not ba responsible for any ermon, misstatament, or omission
15. The umderzigned Authorized Ofiosr seserved the abashie rght 10 acoept or reject any bid or b0 adjcumipestponaicance] the suctian withadl
ARSIINNG ANy raIs0n whatsnavar,
1. Prospeciive bidders are advised o condudt independent due diigence ragarding ancumbrances, e, measunemenl. labiiliez. and candision of
the property bedors submiting bids. Mo daim shall be anteained theneater
7. Al slaliary dues, T, da?ﬁs slamp duty, registralon chames, kansfer changes, and any other ncifental axpensas ralating 1o the sale shal
ba bome solaky by the succeesful purchaser
18. For furfher delads, canlacd Mr. Safheesh Kumar P, Assistss] Vice Presden| - Legal, Mobie No- 8239677550 and Mr.. Juslin Sam Prakash,
Deputy Managar -Lagal. Mot Ho- BRORENED
18. The Sale Cerlifcale shal be isved 2olely o the nama of (he successdal hicider. Ne reques! lor sodlion, delelon, subslitulion, o drangs of
nama(s} shal ba antarainad undar any circumstarces, Tha Sale Carificate shal ba ssued only upan receipd of the il sake consaieraton and con-
Trinalion af the safe by the Secued Cradioe
THIS ROTICE WILL ALSO SERVE AS STA'FUTDRT 15 DS NOTICE TO THE BORROWER'GUARANTORSIMORTGAGOR UNDER SARFAE-

AND FU..I.ES MADE THEREUNDE!

Sdi- Bath

miled (Farmerly known as Refiance Assel Reconstruction Compan

THE S
measurement 30 Feet. Totally measuring &n extent of 1800 Sguare Feet Situated All the news. In II.IEE aclick. s INDIAN gg:’::ﬂ' a":mm e
within the Sub Ragisiration Distrct of Uthukottai and Registration District of - g SR T I TR AR
kil g 9 mumm; S Log to www.newindianexpress.com EXPRESS | Ssmeteninsnems CEEEad
Date: 23-10-2026 o AUTHORISED OFFICER.

DESCRIPTIONS OF THE PROPERTIS: The site and Superstructure now exiting and 1o be put up In there on in Ao, All nat pece and parcel ol
Land measwing 2450 538 aiong wih a mekdng standing there an haaring Door Mo A8OF. Jagannathan Sirest, Cantonmen| Palavamam, Chennai
— GO0 (43, comprised in RS Mo 38866 in Tambaram Taiuk, Kaneevaram Disiict. bounded on the following with 8l Te easementary rights -
Murh By: Canlonmaenl Land, Souf by; BD. Ramakrshnan House, Easl By Jannatha Bakers, Wes! By, Samangapani Howse Comgrised with he
Registraton Dislrict of Chennai South and Sub Reqistrabion Deiict of Pallaaram
RESERVE PRICE: - R5.4,05,00,000/- {Rupees Four Crore Five Lakhs Only)
EMD AMOUNT: - Rs.40,50,000/- (Rupees Forty Lakhs Fifty Thousand Only)
The property is in the physical possession of REFORM ARC Limited.
Detalls 0f Auction Events: -
Inspection of Praperty : 18-11-2026 from 11.00 A-M. to 01.00 P.M
Last date for bid submission : 19 11-2026
Date of e-auction : 20-11-2026 between 3:00 P.M, to 4:00 P.M. [with axtenslon of 5 minutes each)
UETION SA4LE
an try REFORM ARC LIMITED (Fumedy kncwn aa Relanoe fiss
on A5 15 WHERE 15", “A%5 E5 WHAT 15° and “NO RECOURSE",

2% Refance Asssl Recovsiniclion Company Limiled)

1. The proparty shak il be ok bskow e sserve price and saie shal be subpes
Reonstrucion Compary Limbad) 56 sscured eredine The proparties shall be sold
2. The E-fuxction shall be conduciad fuugh REFORM ARC LIMITED |Forms

Iy knox
approved Bervce provider Mls ARCA EMART PRIVATE LIMITED through the wetsie: hitpa:ihwww, fusctionbazaar.com, Dalafed terms and oon-
drons of the E-fuction. Bid Form, and Tende Documents ang avaitable on; weerar coin and hitps:iwww.auctonbazaar.com

3. Inlendirg bBidders must possess a vaid a-maii i0. The Particpation 10 and Passwond will be communicated cnly fraugh e-mail by he E-Autton
SEViGE provider

4. Inleregled Bidders shal submi e JuRf; filed Bid Faem akang

wilh prool of BMD depest snd sell-abesled KYC cocuméents (PAN Card, Aadhas:
Card, lc.) o the Authorieod Ciicar at: REFORM ARC UMITED (Formmery known a5 Rieliance Asset Raconsinction Company Limited) §th Floor,
Khewrdj Complax 1|, No 477-482, Anna Sakai, Nandanam, Chenng: ~ 6000055 and by emal 1o Salheeshp kumanfiirane con com. Las! dale of sub-
mission of Bid Form Is 19-11-2026. B Forms recefved fate or withoun EMD shall ba summarly rejeciad

B. Al bidders shall comply with fhe provisions of Section 290 of the Pechency and Banknupicy Code, 2016

B, Madher REFORM AR LIMITED nor Ihe sardce provider shall be responsites lor any Iadure on tha parl of the badder due %0 inlemalinalwomm
msues, powar failura, or technical lapses, Bidders e aivised (o make adequale aliemalive arangements

T. Eamesl Money Daposit (EMD) shall be deposted $vough RTGEMNEFT furd tansier [ currem Accourt Ne: 0402010000004, Name of the
Bank: Union Bank of India, Branch: Mumbai, Name of the Beneficiany: “REFORM ARC Limited”, IFSC Code: UBINOSS00T0, Please noin
Ihal he CregueDamand Drafi shall p be accepled lowards END.

B, The balanca sake consideration amount wil be remitied in Current Accownt No. 5000109403318, Nams of the Bank: HOFC Bank, Branch;
Kandivali (East), Name of the Benefciary: RELIANCE ARC CUB HL & SME 3014 1 TRUST, IF3C Code- HOFCDDD1265. Preass nole (hal the
Chequailemand Dirafl shal not be acoepied towands EMD:

9, Bids below the Reserve Price andior withoul EW0 gkl nol be acoepled. Bid incremen amount Shal be in muliiples of Rs. 1,00,000 [Rupees
One Lakhs Only} for property. In case of a sofe bidder, &t least one Incremental bid shall be mandatory.

10, The sucoesshul bidder shall depest 25% of ihe sake consideration indusivwe of EMO) immedstlely upan being decined successiul bidder and
the balance T5% within 15 days from he dale of confrmation of sale,

1, I defaull of paymenl within The prescribed pedod, e amount almady deposied induding EMD shal stand Torefted without Lrther nolice
Howeswer, extanzion of ima may ba granted 3t ™9 sole discrefon of te Authanzed Oficer.

12, EMD of ursuconssid bidders shall be refurded without intenest after complgtion af the aucion process

13. The parbculers specifed hanin ane glaled o the beat of the incwiedge and bekef ol the Authorzed Officer. Howevss, the Authonzed Offost
snall nol be responsiole for any ecror, misstatament, or omission

14, The undersigned Aulhorized COfiner resanes the Seelile ighl 1 acospt or reect any bid or ¥ adjoumipesipaneicincel the sudion wiheu
BESONNG aFy NBAZ0n WhaRsrayvar.

18, Prespedive bidders ane advized fo condud independent due dilgence reganding enoumbeances, tite, messuremend, lizbilties, and condifion of
the progery batore submiiEng bids. No daim shall be enlefamed theneater

86, i slatuiory ches, taves. charges; stamp duty, mgistraion charges, Sansfer charges. and any cther ncidertal gxpenses relating 4 fhe sake shall
be: Lo sodaly by the successiul purchazer

17, For furder detals. coriiact Mr Satheesh Bumar P dssociale Vics Prasdent -
Ceputy Manager -Legal. Mobde Ne- 8526525363,

18. The Sale Gedifcale shall be issued scialy in the nama of the successhi bidder. No requaest for addition, oelalion, substitution. or change of
namejgy shal be enlertanged under any dnrcumstances, The Saie Cerlificals shak be Bsued only upan receipt of te full sale congideration and can
frmation ol the sa% by the Secured Cradioe

THIZ ROTICE WILL ALS0 SERVE AS STATUTORY 15 DAYE ROTICE TO THE BORROWER'GUARANTORSMORTGAGOR UNDER SARFAE-
51 ACT AND RULES MADE THEREUNDER.

Legal Mobia Ho- BEISATTEED and Mr. Justin Sam Prakash,
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E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR

wﬂag @ Union Bg:rﬂlk SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

ek o o | \inion Bank Bhavan 2nd Floor, 139, Prakasam Salai,

& Eareprermes o e vt saimg

Broadway, Chennai -600108. Ph: +91 6700015850
REGIONAL DFFICE BROADWAY CHENMNAI - NORTH “;il: GI"':.'FIIIiHEﬂrbﬂ;ﬂmmﬁﬂﬂiﬂﬂhar*ﬂﬁlﬂ'lmﬂliﬂ

E-Amction Sale Modica for Sale of immovable Asseis weder the Securitisation and Reconstriction of Financial Azsats and Enforcement
of Securily bnterest Acl. 2002 read with praviss to Rule 8 & 8 of the Securily Interest (Esfoncement) Rule, 2002

Motice is harefry geven to the pultlic in general and in particufar to the Borrawar(s) and Guarantor (s) that the Delow

described immaovable properties rnudua.?ed { charged to the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken
the Authorized Officer of Union Bank of India (sacured creditor), will be sold on “As Is where is”, “As Is whal Is” and

“Whatever there is” on the date mentianed below, for racovery of dues & mentioned hergundar to Union Bank of India

from the below mentigned Borrower(s) & Guarantor(s).

The Reserve Price and the Earnest Money Deposit are also mentioned herewnder:

Anna Nagar Branch (3ol 10 : 02271): Mame of the Borrower & Guarantor/s; 1. Mrs.M Vasanthini Dewi (Main Applicant)
[.No. 835, CS1 Kod Street, Kannigaiper, Kannigarer-601102, Dist Thirevallur, Tamilnadu, INDIA, 2. MrA Sekar (Co-
Applicant) 0.Mo, 835, 051 Kodl Street, Kannigaipar, Kannigaiper-601102, Dist Thirevatlur, Tamilnadu, INDIA,

Amount due: Rs. 20,52.555.91 a5 on 30-06-2026 and inlerest therson,

Description of Immovable Properly : Al that piece and parcel of land & bullding situated at Mew Dogr Mo 80,
Kulathumetiu Street, 04d Mo 835 CS1 Church Lane Off Karanodai- Perivapalayam Road. Kannigaiper Village, Uthukotiai
Tabuk, Thiruvallur Destrict in Survey o 171040, Total extent 1744 Sq B Land and 450 S0.F Building theregn E.8. No
414 With deposit Siuated within the registration sub Destrict of Arani and Registration District of Thiruvailur, Bounded
on the - North by ; House belongang to Mr Raju, Scuth by : Land i suneey Mo 171/2, East by :Land in Survey Na
171144, West by : Land in Survey No 17178, Dimension - on the East fo west both side = 50 Ling's & on the North to
South Bath side- 80 ling's

(e, 15.60.000/-| [T, 136,000/ [ETNIEEIEDA, 1 20.000/-[RETTRlll Symbe

GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION

BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT

FEy Qe G0 081 aduea, 9ins §ia ASR, 9738 s
;—@-} OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER, B
o RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BERHAMPUR BNy

{At/Po- Ambapua, Mear Income Tax office, Berhampur-76001 1, Ganjam, Odisha)
(E-Mail- serwbpr2o04@yahoo.com, Tel Mo.- 06B0-2404287)
NATIOMAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procarement

e- TENDER NOTICE (TWO COVER SYSTEM)

e-Tarders are imited by the Supetintending Enginesr (Buildings) for the Tofowing works as par

details hamished below

Warkous works in Buidings Department in Zone - 04, 06, 07, 08, 08 & 10. (Under Chiel Ministers
Intagratod Lirban Developmant Missbon (CMILIDM] Fund)

25001/1402/2627  Bid Wlentification No. Online Tender /23-2026-27/ BPR

Identification | K ioh ok No. of | Approx. Estimated Class of Period of Far mors information ses hitp2itnienders.govin & www.chennaicorporation.gosin
No ! Works | Cost {In lakh) Contractor Fmﬂ#ﬂﬂ . Lowest Wark Value Bs. 1,15,85,126.96 Lowest EMD As. 116,000/
Online Tender | o e inder From Bs.503.18 | A% Clessoras | thonas pf:g;& Highesl Work Vaiue Re. 5.00,61,898.08 Highest EMD Re. 591,000/
Ili-ii:)llﬁ-ﬂf MMsr-chpL | 91 Ne Lakhs applicable | a5 per Col. Mo of Tender Last Date and Time 2 27.11.2026 upto 02,00 B.M
Annegure of NIT Tender Opan Date and Time : 27.11,2026 upta 03,00 BM
Proc Officer Bid Identification Mo Amh‘l::fm& ufmdermlhethtiddhg DIFR 3304 TENDER!2026 Superintending Engineer (Buildings)
Chief Construction Engineer, Online Tender 03.11.202% 15012026 | i —
RW Circle, Berhampur 23-2026-27/BFR at 1000 AM. upto 5.30 P.M. == # SUNDARAM HOME
{l EMD / Bid Security, Cost of Bid document is to be transferred through Onfine as per the procedure 'HEMH.F — Sundaram Finance Group —
_ mentioned in the DTCH. . . _ _ Regd Offica: Mo, 21, Palulios Road, Channai - 00002,
{iy Nan-submission of the informationy documents through oriline by the bidder s per the items mentioned | | GETTING AHEAD Corporate Office: Sundaram Towers, No. 48, Whites Road, Chennai-B00014

in the eligible criteria of the DTCH will akso liable for rejection of his tender.

Further details & Corrigendum if any can be seen from the website - wrs.bendars sdisha.gov.in ﬁﬁm
Sd/ - Chief Engineer, STARTED
OPR-25001/2507 1/1/ 26-27/0043 RW Circle, Berhanpur
- mt T —|

§ B3 80 BT vevween 12 Moon o 05.00 P fwith unfimites auto extensins)|

Encumbrances known to the Secured Creditor : Nil

{However indenting bidders are advised fo verify the EC and satisfy themselves before submitting bid)
Interested bidders for Registration and Login and Bidding Rules visit : hitps://baanknet.com & For queries contact
Nuember: 8291220220 & Email 10: support.baanknet@psbailiance.com, For detailed terms and condition of the
sale, please refer to the link provided in hitps:/fbaanknel.com and https:/fwww.unionbankefindia.bank.infauction-
property/ view-auction-propery.aspx. For action ralated queries Union Bank of India, Anna Nagar Branch (Sol 1d
02271) Address 8 Door No.231, Y Block, 610 Main Road, Opp. o Tower Park, Annanagar, Ghannal, Tarniinadu-
GO0040 Mok Mo ; 9324502271 Email - ubin0B022T1@unionbankalindia bank.in. Authorised Officer : Mr. Punya
Hand Mishra Mob Mo B780015850

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UMDER RULE & & 9 OF SECURITY INTEREST (EMFORCEMENT) RULES 2002,
This may also be treated as notice wr B & 9 of security Interest (Enfprcement) Rules, 2002 to the. borrower/s and
guaranton's of the said loan about the haiding of E-auction Sale on the above-mentioned date,

H 2nd Floor, Red Cross Buildings, # 32,
State Bank Of India | ,i% 0 Hias Emore, Chennal-00 006,

o SBI Stressed Assets Recovery Branch | Ph: 044-28881082. E-mail: sbi.05170@sbi.co.in

Authorised Oificial's Details: Name: Shri Jidagam 5.A.L.3wamy - Ph: 7810068331 / 044-28881058

CITY CASE OFFICER NAME: Shrl. R, Ganapathy Subramanian - Ph: 9486961972 / 044-28881056

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVAEBLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Recomstrection of Financial Assels and
Endorcement of Security Inferest Act, 2002 read with proviso fo Rule B(6) of the Secuwrity interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

Date: 26,10.2026 Authorised Officer,

Union Bank af India

Nolice |5 heredny given 1o the public in general and In particular 1o 1he Borrower(s) and Guarantor|sh 1hat the below described
immavable properties mongaged to the Secured Groddos, the Possession of whath has Deen taken by the Authorized Olficer ol
Btate Bank of India, the Secured Creddor, will be sold on "As is Where 5", “As is what is™ and "
below {Emragﬁ dakes for the recovery of the dues 1o the Stabe Bank of India, SARB. Chenmai from the Borrower (s} (Guarantons)
as mantioned balow.

No.44, 15t Floor, Eldams Road, Teynampel,

Place: CHENNAI
State Bank Of India Chennal -600018.

o SBI Stressed Assets Recovery Branch - || Email: sbi. 706745 shki.co.ln

Authorised Dificer's Details Nama: Mr. Kailash Chandra Meena, Mobile No: 699009584 - Ph : 044-24338112
City Case Dificer details: Name: Shri.3.Mathiyazhagan - Mobile - 6381445907

SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES (Se Pravisio to Rule & (6] |

E-Ruttion Sale Notice for Sabe of Immovable Assels onder the Seteritization 2nd Reconstruction of Financial Assels
and Enfencesnent of Security Intzrest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rubs S8} of the Security Interesi{Enfercement} Rules, 2002
Notics is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrpwer(s) and Guarantor(s) that the below
dascribad immovabda properlies morigaged fo the Secured Craditor, the Possession of which has baen taken by the
Authorized Dfficer of State Bank of India, the Securad Craditor, will be sold on “As is Where ig",
"Ap is what is™ and "Whatever fhere is™ basig an below mentioned date for the recovery of the dues to the
State Bank of India, SARB-I, Chennai, from the borrawers as mentianed balaw:

B1Ne.1; Borrowers Mame & Address | Mrs. Vidhya D (Sister and Logal Heir of Late. Shei Manikandan D) W/o. Aruldas James,
24197, hetaris Church Strest, Pulvakutam, Colmbatore - 641 045

Dutstanding Amoynt : Rs, 2 64,05,904/- (Rupees Two Crares Sixty Fowr Lakhs Five Thousand Hine Hundred and Foer only)
s on #3.10.2026 with future imterest and costs. Status of Possession; Physical

Description of the Residential Flai; Located at - (1) Flat No. 202, Second Floor, Morth Facing “Gardenia /Tower 27,
“THE VILLAGE PHASE - 1* OMR, Katavakkam, Tiruporur, Chennal — 603110, Bank Property ID - | Mem 1 - SEIN4000
55586897: PROPERTY OWNED BY - SHA! MANIKANDAN D (LATE) : SCHEDULE OF THE PROPERTY : SCHEDULE- A,
PROPERTY 1: A8 that land lotal measuring Acres. 5.7483 Cards comprised i Su Not. 225038, 226/1C, 227, 229MA,
2412830, 24708, 247/78, 24708, 2478 2470, 24BN, 2482, 24813, 24504, 2485, 2466, 24877, 24808, old Survey No, 8
new 808 and odd Siervey no.8 new Sy Mo, 809 (pan)old sureey no.B new Survey No &0 (Parth and new Survey No. 2584 [Part)
and 19872 {part) new Surary no. 25873, new Survay no 25813, old Survey Mo. 1582 new Survey 25814 of Kalavakkam Vilage,
Chengalpattu Taluk, Kanchespuram District, Tamil Nadu and bounded as foflows; North By, Sweeeey Nos 223, 240(P), 231 (F)
South By, Survey Noos 28902 241(P), 2282291 B East By: Survey No.242 West By: Road Within the Registration District of
Chengaipaty and Sul Aegistration Diztrict of Thiruporur. SCHEDULE - B Undivided =hare, right, title, inerast and awnership in
the land in Scheduds "4 Proparty, which comes to 572 22 5q. Feet of undivided share in the land in Schedule ‘&' Progerty.
SCHEDULE - € Resicentia! Fiat bearing Me. 202 in second foor, Tower 2, in the project with 1734 5q Ft and One car parking area

o inthe basernent / still laval.
| EmD ERET AT | BID INCREMENT AMOUNT RS

7 54,00,000/-

&1Ho.1 F;_IUHHIJHEH':__IINIE & ADDRESS : M/s.5¢i Diralappa Enterprises, Registerad Oifce Address: No-255, B-
M_K.N.Fead, Alandur, Chenna-600016. Branch Address: Mo. 34, Velachery Main Road Paliikaranal, Glhé: Padlikasanal,
Dist: Chennal, State; Tamd Madu, india. Pin: 600100, Pariner {1): Mr. Fnhhuﬂmlmﬂ. Kanagara 85, 3rd Extension,
Kubera Magar, Masuthl strest  Madipakkam, Chennal - G0O0091. Partner (2): Mr. Mury 5. Sho, She P
Sivasubramanlan, Door No; 24/35 Karpaga 'l.l'irra};ﬂ ar Kol Street, Alandur, Chennal-G00016. ézgagtums: Mr.
Murugan. 8, S0, Sh. P Shvasubramanian, Door No. 38, Fat Mo, T1,Third Floor, Ward Bo. 4, Block Ko, 6, Ok Sarvey
No.54%. Town Survey No. 28, S Duraippa Complex, Karpaga Vinayagar Koll Street Alandur, Chenna-600016.

Dutstanding Amount : Rs,18,61.57,562.00 (Rupees Eighteen Crores Sixly One Lakh Fifly Seven Thousand
and Five Hundred and Sixty Two Only) 2 on 22,10, 2026 with future interast and costs, elc..

wgan (Coverad under Sals Dead Doc, No. 797 of 2013 dated 25.02.2013)
1 al the Land bearing Door No, 38, New Doar Na, 20, Karpaga Vinayagar Koil
, Cha GO0016, comprisad in Ok Sureay No. 546 Ward Nad, Block No. 8, Town Survay Ko 29,
measuring an axtant of 2380 Squars Feat [and on the eastarn Side out of tatal extant of 4060 Squara feet. a5 par the T.5.
Regrmstar Extract 1o an extant of 4460 So.t., siualed at Adandur Village, Alandur Taluk, Kanchespuram Oestrict, Chennai
South Registration District within the limit of Mander Municipatity {Mow Chenna Corporation Zane XIH) North By
Kannappa Chedtiar Howse, South By: Jaganathan Chettivar House, East By lkeem Mo, 1 Schadule of Property, West By
Mara Sandhy. Residential Flat Ne.T1 in Third Floor, measuring super Plinth area of 3200 Sq 4 inclesive of comman aneas
amd comrmen Shares togethar with Twa Cars Parking in Ground Fioar together with kand measuring an extent of 520
Sguare Feet UDS out of '4' Schedubke Prn&;rry and Siuated within the Regestration District of Cheanal South and Sub
Regestration District of Alandur as per Sale Deed no. 781/2013 CERSAI ASSET 1D: 200022480845 SECURITY 1D

s Status of Possession : Physical

RESERVE PRICE GRILL U111} BID INCREMENT AMOUNT GRE R LR

5L.Mo.2) BORROWER's NAME & ADDRESS : Applicant : Mr. Muragan 5. 5/o 5h. P. Sivasubramanian, Door No.38,
Flat No. 51, Second Fleor, Sri Duraippa Complex, Karpagavinayagar Kodl Streat, Alandur, Chennz-6D0016. Also at:
Door Mo, 24436 Karpagavinayagar Koil Strest, Alandur, Chennai-600016, Dffice Address: M's Sri Duraigppa & Co
Steres, Mo, 255, MKN Road, Alandur, Chenna-500016. Co-Applicant : Mr. Gopal. 8, S/o. Sh, P Sivasubramanian Meds,
Pandiyan Straet, Blua Jacker, Tarnbaram Wesl, Chennai-600045. Dffice Address: Sri Duralappa Agencies Moo 94
Ayyasamny Mudal Street Tambaram West, Chennai-B00045. Property Address - Mr. Murugan 5, 5. Sh. P Svasibmemanian
Do Mo, 56, Flat No. 51, Second Floar, Sri Duraippa Complex, Kampaga Vinayagar Koll Sirest Afandur, Chenna-G000186.

Duistanding Amount : Rs. 16,25,29,978.00 (Rupees Sixteen Crores Thirty Five Lakh Twenty Nine Thousand and
Hing Hundred Seventy Eight Only) as on 22,10.2026 with fulure interest and costs, elc.,

| DESCRIFTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Property belonging to 5. Murugan (Covered under Sale Deed Doc. No 19312015 dated 18/05/2015) All the piece and
pasced of the Land bearing Door Np. 38, Mew Dogr Mo 20, Karpaga Vinayagar Kodl Street, Akandwr, Chennai-B00016,
comyprisad in Ol Survey No, 5498 Ward No.4, Block No, B, Town Suredy No, 29, megsuring an extent ol 2380 Square Feat
fand on the eastem sida ouf of fotad extant of 4060 Square feet, a5 per the T.5, Ragister Exiract 10 an axtent of 4450 Sq.ft

situgted at Mandur VWiage, Alandier Taluk, Kancheepuram District, Chennai South Registration District within the fimat of
Alardur Municipality {Mow Chennal Corporation Zone XIE) North By, Kannappa Chettiar Howse, South By Jaganathan
Chesttivar House, East By: Item No. 1 Scheduse of Property, West By: Mara Sandhu Residential Flal Ne 51 i Secand Floor,
measuring super Plinth area af 4050 541t clugive af commaon araas and common shares 1ogethar with Two Cars Parking in
Graund Flooe together with land measierng an extent of 1710 Sguare Feat DS out of 'A lle Proparty and Situatad
within e Registration Distrct of Chennal Soath and Sub Registration Disgr |

CERSAI ASSET |D: 200016239791 SECURITY 1D 400016275280

L A g 7 2,56,00,000/

51.Mo.3) BORROWERS NAME & ADDRESS ; Mr. Aashish Surana, 5o Mr. Sudhir Kumar Surana, Residential

Address: Mo: 42, Or. Rajendra Prasad Road, Nebra, Nagar, Chromepet, Chennal = GO0044. Dffice Address:

EAP Infrastructures Private Limited, No: 42, Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, Nehru nagar, Chromepet, Chennal —

EEIM Fg'rpa Address : Amar Prakash Palm Riviera, Flat No: 711, Block Mo, M. 6th Floor, Thiromudivakkam,
Tanna: - a

QOutstanding Amount : Bs. 5,86, 71,096.00 (Rupees Five Grores Eighty Six Lakh Seventy One Thousand and
Ninety Six Only) as on 28.10.2026 with future interest, costs, etc.,

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

Name of the Tille Deed Holder:Mr.Azshish Surana (Covered under the Deed of Sale Doe No. 2413 of 2016 dated|
11.04.2016) SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY Schedule- A A1l that Piece and Parced of the land comprised in Sunéay Numbers, |
gdent and patta Mos. (which is more particulary described below) |s situated at Thirsmudivakkam Vigape.|
Thiremudivakkam Vilage Panchayat, Sriperumbudur Yaluk and Kancheepuram District |

RN T e p—r T
Lo| feaz | 131 [1esa| 12an | PALEIRaANG | yog 4 paanp wsn |
I | 23308 | 7650 | 1541 23‘}%{@ 2302431, 233028 | 23328 and 23318 E%T'S’L_ajd_

| 20 | 126 | v0m ﬁ%ggjg 244 and 243/1 243/1 '559&'5553

e | s | 17 |vome|  zsane A 243120 230 and 244

T . 243728 ? 1086 paxial.] 298181 243128 2431

v | 24ar2m | 150 | 1088 288 and [ 242(1A 48R, | gpip ang gagn | 2A2Aand

|20 | oz | o | 25280 | g B Sl | o
Vil | e | 44 | 1520 | 124 | 229/and 2312 | 2321B and 2322 22611

x| zem | | s 22801, 202 | pasand 230 | 230and 2314, 231 | 2PN FEAE

| x | 2t | 11 | 1s6e | 2a2m, 2282 | 23971, 20903 23012 22973

EREIE I 230 232/2 and 23318 22413

;xn | 2028 | 5350 | 1550 | 1242304 23212 23211A e

'xm.; 23 | 4950 | 1550 | 2318 | 231;2and 23318 | 23201 end 2318 g s LA
X | 23328 21 1558 FII2A 24328 233124 23318 ]
XV. | 244 | 196 [1585| 230 | 2460 and 2471 2431 245

Iteem B 1o Hem Mo, X, Admeasuring to an exdent of 13 Acres and 31.42 Cents Within the Reqistration Distract of Souths
Chennal and Sub-Registrar Office of Padappal. SCHEDULE - B An Undivided Share of Land measuring to an extant off
1801 {One Thousand Eight Hundred and One) Sguare feet of kand right, title and Interest in the Schedube — Al
SCHEDULE — C APARTMENT RO.M-T11 in the Floor Mo SU(TH{R). Block No.M of the residential project 'PALM RIVIERA'|
with Super Built Up Area 4,614 Square Feet(including propertionate undivided Share in the Common Constructed Areall
ant Private Terrace Area Nil sq.ft with festures detaled in the annexure fo the agreement. | Assel ID-

200014031825, Security Interest 1D A00014061524) Status of Possession : Physical
7 2,08,55,000/- JIEIT * 20,85,500 - NN 00T 0A 7 1,00,000

Date and Time of Inspection of Properties: 13.11.2026, between 11.00 a.m to 4.00 p.m

Time: 11.00 AM With auto time extension of
to 04.00 PM | 10 minules each till sale is completed

20.11.2026

Encumbrances known fo the Bank, i any : NIL
For detalled terms and conditions of the sale, please refer 1o the link provided in
State Bank of india, the Secured Creditor's website hitps:/baanknet.com

Descriplion of the Residential Flal: Locabed al- (ii) Flat No. 302, Third Floor, Horth Facing “Gardenia Tower 27, “THE
WILLAGE PHASE - 1" DMR, Katavakkam, Tiraparur, Cheanai = 603110, Bank Proparty ID = ii Hem 2 - SBINADODS55858TE:
PROPERTY 2: All that land total measuring Acres. 35,7483 Cends comprised in Swervey Nos, 22508, 286110, 227, 22914,
PA1ZE3D, 2ATIEA, 24T/7E, 24708, 24719, 24TA0, 2461, 24802, 248/, 24804, 240/5, JAB6, 2487, 24078, ol Survey No. B
new 308 and odd Suereay no.8 new Sy No 84 [ part),old sureey no.B new Survey No 810 {Part) and naw Survay No. 2584 (Parf)
and 192 (part) new Survey no. 25403, new Survey no 258/13, old Survey Mo, 18802 new Survey 258714 of Kalavakkam Village,
Chengafpativ Taluk, Kancheepuram District, Tamil Nadu and bounded as foliows; North By Surey No.s 223,241(P), 231 (P
South By: Suw Nos 22972 241(P), 228,223/1 B Easl By Survey No.242 Wesl By: Road Within the Registration District of
Chengafpaty and Sub Registration District of Thirupoour SCHEDULE - B individed share, right, fith, interest and awnarship in

the land n Schedule "A° Property, which comes to 562 85 5q. Feat of undivided shase In the land in Schedule A’ Progery.
SCHEDULE = € Residential Aat bearing Nea. 302 in third flaor, Tower 2, in the progect with 1705 Sg FL and One car parking ama space
in the hasament /528 level, Latitude 12.740236, Longitude: 80202754

ETk 7 5.30,000/-

[ BiD INCREMENT AMOUNT EEEI0a

[Dale & Time of Inspection Properties: SLNo.1: Date: 05.11.2026 - Time: 11.00 AM to 2.00 PM, |

S.No.?: Borrower Name & Address : MrShaju. A, C, 8/o. Mr.Cheriyan A, Residential Addresa: No, 173, Main Road, Kamaraj
Hagsar { Opp o J5 Wit Hasl) Chernal - 600 071, 01 : Emp Mo 9747 Wachins 5, Heawy Vehicles Factory Ministry o
Delence Avads, Chennai - G030 054, Property Address: Flat No.F3, First Foo, Lakeview Apariment, Plot No.330, Jawahar Ayya
Magar, Adhanur, Guduvanchery, Chennal - GUEHI3.

Amaunt ; Az 78,27.463/- (Aupaes Smmlﬁ" It Lakhs Twenty Seven Thousand Four Hundred and Sixty Three

only) @ on 23,10, with lusther interest fogether with all sther costs, Incldental expenses and charges, Status ol
Pogsession : Physical Possession

Descripion of the Residential Flat: Located a1~ Flat No. F3, 11 Floor, Facing South, LAKE VIEW APARTMENT", Plol Ho.
330, Door Mo, 193(as per sﬂth awaharayya Magar, Adhanur Main Road, Adhanur, Guduvanchery, Chennai - G03202
SCHUDLE OF THE PROPERTY SCHEDULE = A Al that piece and parcel of vacant house site hearing Plot No, 330, measuring an
extent of 2317 square feef, in 1he layout named as “JAWAHAR AYYA NAGAR" (Layout aparowed vide DTGP No. 128%86,
14086584 LP Mo, 1IZI‘.1|‘);| comprised in survey No.362, as par Patta No. 9738, new Sunlury Mo, 3B2/69, situated in MNo. 183,
ADHANUR VILLAGE, Kundrathur Talis, Kancheepuram Disteict lylng withan the limits of Kindrathur Panchayat Union and
Adhanur Panchayal. Bounded on the Morth By - 20 eed Road, South E%: Plol Nos. 3268 323; East By : Plod Mo. 331, Wast By -
Adhanier ViEage Road. Measuring East to West on the Morthern sade: 27 feet 10 inches, On the Sputharn side : 51 fizet 6 inches,

Mol to Soull an the Easlern side ©56 teel, On the Western Side :60 feel 10 inches. In all admessuring 2317 sq.01, or
thereabouts within the Registration Déstrict of South Chennai and Sub Registration Déstrict of Guduvancherry, SCHEDULE - B
463 5.1 wndivided share of kand out of total Extent of 2317 50,1 forming part of Schedule - “A°, property, SCHEDULE - C Fial
Ho. F3, Firsl fioar, measuring 1380 sq.8., (inchuding comeman area) of the apartment named as “"LAKEVIEW APARTMENT™
congtructed in the Schedide *A" property, together with 463 0.5, Undivided share of land oot of total Extent of 2317 Sq.0., of

ver there is" basis on |

Branch Office; AR R Complax, 47/8, Third Flaor, Venkatesan Slreat,
Wast Tambaram, Chernai - 600043
POSSESSION NOTICE
Issued Undar Sec 13(4) read with Appendix [V and Rule 8[1) of
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Wharaas the authorzed officer of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED under
the Securiizaticn and Reconstruction of Financis® Assets and Enforcement of
Securily Inferest (SARFAES!) Act. 2002 and in exercise of the powers confared
under Section 13{12) read with rule 3 of the Security interest [Enforcemant) Rules,
2002 issvsd 2 Demand Motice Ws, 13(2) dated 09-07-2026 cafing upon the
Borrower Mr. Seshamuthu R, Co-Borrower Mrs. N Saranya to repay the amaunt
mentioned in the Demand notice being Rs. 27,90, 2100- (Rupees Twenty Seven
Lakhs Ninety Thousand Two Hundred Ten Only) being the amaund due and
payable under the Loan Account number EBT20260093 as on 03-07-2026 along
with further interest, cosi and Ciher charges ete,, f any i actual date of paymant
within 60 days fram the date of recaipt of the notlce.
The Borrower(s) having fafled fo repay the amount & mentioned above, nofice is
herety given fo the Borrowess) and the pubiic in general that the Authorsed Officar
has taken posseszion of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
confemad on him under Section 13(4) of the said Act read wilh nule B of Sardassi Act
o0 this 29-10-2026.
The bomower's attention is invited to provision of sub-saction (B} of section 13 ofthe
Al inrespectof time available, b redeem te secured assals,
The Bormowens) In particular and the public in ganeral are hareby cautioned not to
deal with the property and any dealings with the Securad progerty shall be subject
o the charge of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED for an armounl
Rs.29,13,461/- (Rupees Twenty Nine Lakhs Thirteen Thousand Four Hundred
Sixty One Only) as on 29-10-2026 along with further Interest, Cost and Other
charges etc., if any till actual date of payrment.
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY: Al that piacs and parcel of Land bearing Plot bo, 142
measuring 1519 5q.F1 of land and any conslructed porlion therecn, siluated al
Villzge Mo, 16, Atrambakkam Village, Poondi Panchayat Union, Uihukottai Taluk,
Thiruvallur District, "MANI HAGAR" {Layout Approval Mo, SWRIDTCRTVLRS
LAYOUT Mo 153/2023), comprigad in 5.Nos. 32, 418, 11724 and bounded on
the: Pict No. 142 with an araa of 1519 50,5t Qld 5, No 32, New 5 No. 32ATATAAT
and baunded on tha Morth: 33 feat roas and Linear measurement 35.3 fael with
splay area, South; Plot No.141 and Linear measurement 40 Feet, East: 30 feet
raad and Linear measurament 31,6 feet with splay area and YWest: Piot No 13 and
Linear measurement 40.3 Feel. Siuated within the Sub Registration Déstrict of
Uhukottai and Regisiration District of Thiruvalhe.

ihe Schedule “A” proparty. Bank Proparty 1D - SBINZ000D51455358, Lalilede 12060377, Lengitude: B0.052129
¥ 51,30,000/-

[ ent0 NEERERTITEN [ 81D INCREMENT AMOUNT 2L LR

SLNo.3: BORRDWER NAME & ADDRESS ;

5t, First Flone, Kodambakkam, Ghenni - 24, Address No.2: 8o 315, 161h Street, Sasthin Nagar, Perambar Barracks, Chennai-12,
Address Mp.3: Fial Mo 51, 2nd Floor, Plot Mo 1 & 2, Church Street, Manavalan Magas, Perungalathi, Chenna-63. Rddrass No4:
SRM Facility Arts & Science, MG Road, Potheri SRM Magar, Kattankulathur, Chennai-60:3 203. Address Ho.5: No,19/7, Bhajanai
Kol Street, 2nd Street. Chaolzimedu, Channai-B4.

Qutstanding Amouni ; Rs. 68, 76,262/ (Rupees Sixty Eight Lakhs Baventy Six Thoesand Two Hondred and Sixty Two Only) as
on Z310.2026 with Tulure inleres! dnd costs. Blatus of Pessession; Physical

DESCAIFTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY : Fial Mo 51, Znd Floor, Plol Ho 1 & 2, Church Streel, Manavalan Magar,
Perungalathur, Chennal 600 063. BANK PROPERTY ID : SBINADO029492591 SCHEDULE "A" A% that pesce and parmel of te
vacand Plot hearing Plot Mo, 1 & &, Church Street, Manavalan Magas, measuring an extent of 3625 Sn. fi., Compromesd in Okd
Sureay No. 338, == per Patta No, 315, Sub-Division Survey No. 33802, situated at Ol Na. 167, New No. 28, Perungalsthur
Village, Tambaram Taluk, Kancheepuram Districd, Plan approval from CMDAPerungalathur Planning Permil Na PPOVZET 2413
14/ Letter No PPA Mo 60052013 and Sub Division No 128/13-14 Date 27.08.2013 BOUNDED ON THE NORTH BY : Schedule G
item 2 Vacant Land, South By : Survey Mo. 338, East By : Survey No. 287, West By : 20 Feet Road, Admezsuring: Morthern Side ©
T2 Feat, Southern Side - 73 Feet, Eastern Skde ; 50 Feat, Westarn Side - 50 Feet, and the property situated within the Ragistration
District of Sauth-Chennai, Suh-Registration Distract of Fadappai. SCHEDULE *B' 478 Square faet of Undivided share of land, right
title and interest in all thal piece and parcel of the above mentioned schedula A Property iogethar with comman rights and
previbegis with plher owners of UDE in scheduse A property BEHEDULE °C° Residenlial llal kaving Flal No. 51, in the SECOND
FLODRA, having a total area measuring 887 50, 0. hereabouls of super built up area (inclesive of common asea)
Lopgitude : 12922320, B0.085558

RESERVE 7 40,00,000/- BID IRCREMENT AMOUNT - [
Date & Time of Inspeclion Properiies: 51.No.3 : Date: 10.71.2026 - Time: 11.00 AM to 2.00 PM,
Details of 1he encumbrances known to the secured creditor @ Nl

DATE & TIME [ 51.No. | Time: 10.00 AM
OF E-AUCTION: | 1 to 3 18-11-2026 to 04.00 PM !m minutes sach 1l sale is compbeted

Interested bidder may deposil pre-bid EMD with hitps;/EAANKNET.COM before the closing of E-Auction

For detailed Tarms and Conditions of the sale, please refer to the Enk provided in the State Bank of India,
the Sacured Craditor's websils www.shi_bank.in & htips:/(baanknel.com

Willh aule lime exiension of

| Date & Time of Inspection Properlies: 51.No.2 : Date; 06.11.2026 - Time: T1.00 AM to 2.00 PM, | |
: Mrs. Swela Das, Wio. Mr.Prem Anand, Address Mo, 1: Old Mo 5, Rew No 38, Vellar :

Authorised Officer,
State Bank of India, SARB, Chennal

Date; 26.10.2026
Place: Chennai

ar 1D,

Dte: 29-10-2028 for SUNDARAI HOME FIVANCE LTD

SUNDARAM HOME

— Sundaram Finance Group —

Regd Office: Mo. 21, Patulios Road, Channai - 600002
Corporate Office: Sundaram Towers, ko, 45, Whites Road, Chennai-800014
Branch Office: AR R Complex, 4718, Thind Floor, Venkatesan Slrest,
Was! Tambaram, Chernal - 600045
POSSESSION NOTICE
Issued Under Sec 13(4) read with Appendix IV and Rule 8(1) of
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Wheraas the authonzed oficer of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED undsr
the Securilization and Reconstruction of Financial Assals and Enforcamment of
Security Infersst {SARFAEST) Act. 2002 and in exerciss of the powers canferrad
under Section 131{12) read with rue 3 of the Securily Interast (Enlorcement | Rules,
2002 igsued a Demand Motice Ws, 13{2) dated 09-07-2026 caling upon the
Borrower Mr. Suthagar M, Co-Borrower Mrs. Keerthana Rajan to repay the
armount menticned in the Demand notice being Rs. 24,86,314- (Rupees Twenty
Four Lakhs Eighty Six Thousand Three Hundred Fourteen Only) being the
amaunt due and payable under the Loan Account number EBT20260077 as on
09-07-2026 along with further inlerest, costand Other charges edc., fany (il actual
date of payment within 80 days framthe dale of receipd of the notics:
The Borrower(s) having fafed %o regay the amount &5 mentioned abova, notice Is
hereby given iothe Borrower{s) and the pubic in general thet the Authorised Officer
has taken possesson of the proparty describad harein bekow in exercise of powers
confemed on him under Section 13(4) of the sakd Act read with rule B of Sarfzesi Act
on {his 29-10-2026.
The boerower's atiention is nviled bo provision of sub-section (B ol section 13 of the
Acl, in respect of time available, o redesm the secured assets,
The Borrowens) in particular and the publicin general are hareby cautionsd not b
deal with the progarty and any dealings with the Secured progerty shad be subject
o the charge of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED for an amount
Rs. 2596,264)- (Rupees Twenty Five Lakhs Ninety Six Thousand Two
Hundred Sixty Four Only) as on 29-10-2026 along with further Interest. Costand
(harcharges eic., if amy il actual date of payment
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY: All that piece and parcal of Land bearing Flot No 10
miesasuring 320 3q Ft., Piot Mo, 11 measuring 320 Sq.Ft. and Plot No. 12 measuring
425 Sq.Ft, tolaly measuing 2765 Square Feet of land and any constructed
portion theseon, siluated at Vikage Mooig, Aframbakkam Village, Poondi
Panchayat Union, Wihukoitai Talek, Thinsvaller District, "MANI NAGAR” {Layoul
Approval Mo, SWRIOTCRTVLRLAYOUT No.1532023), comprised in S.MNos 32,
41181, 11724 and bounded on the: Plol No, 10 with an area of 520 so.f; Oid
S.Mo32, New 5 Ko 2414141 and bounded on the Morth: Plot Mo % and Linear
measurament 46 Feet. South: Flot Mo, 11 and Linear measurement 46 Feet, East:
Vacant land and Linear measurerment 20 Feet and West: 30 Feat Road and Linsar
meazuramant 20 Feat. PLOT NO.1 wilh an area of %20 sq.ft; Old & No.3i2, New
5.No. 32814141 and bounded on the Morth: Plot Mo, 10 and Linear measuremant
46 Feet, Sauth: Piot Mo 12 and Linear measurement 46 Feel, East Vacant Land
and Linear measurement &) Feal and Wesl 30 Feel Road and Linear
measurement 20 Faet, PLOT NO.12 wilh an area of 925 sq.ft; Old S No, 32, New
5 No. 32814141 and bounded on the North: Flot No.11 and Linear measuramant
46 Feel, South: Plot No. 13 2nd Linear megsurement 46,6 Feet. East: Vacant Land
and Lingar measursment 20 Fest and West 30 Feel Road and Linear
measurement 20 Feel. Tolaly measuring an extend of 2765 Square Feel Situated
wilhin the Sub Fegistration District of Ulhukottai and Registration: District of
Thenuvallur

Date: 79-10-2026 for SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LTD.,

AUTHORISED OFFICER

REL BEANNK LTD

b BAN K Registered Office:- 1st Lane, Shahupuri, Kolhapur-416001.
RBL Branch Office:- Sai Kalyani Towers, 105/56, G.M. Chetty Road, T Magar, Chennai, Tamil Nadu 00017

E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE ASSET CHARGED TO THE BANK UNDER THE SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT
OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT, 2002 ("SARFAESI ACT") READ WITH RULE 8{8) OF THE SECURITY INTEREST (ENFORCEMENT) RULES, 2002 ["RULES").

Notica i herely given to the public in genaral and in particufar 1o the Borrower, Guarantor {s) and Maortgagor (5] thal the balow described immovable properties mortgagedichared (collectively rafermed as
"Property”) to RBL Bank Lid, ["Secwad Creditor/Bank”), the physical possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Bank under section 13{4) & section 14 of the SARFAES| Act
read with the Rules, a5 detailed hereunder, will be: sold on "As is where is”, "As is what is”, "Whatever there is" and "Without Recourse Basis” on 17.11.2026, for recovery of the Bank's outstanding

E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE
(UNDER SARFAESI ACT, 2002)

Authorized Officer

Place : Chennal State Bank of India, SARB-Il, Chennal

dues plus interest as detailed hereunser under Rubes 8§ and 9 af the Rules by Imiting bids as per below e-avction scheduba:

Brief Description of Parties, Cutstanding dues and Property

Al

1,/ Mame of the Bomower Details of Property (ies) & Mortgagor Amount as per  |Inspection | Reserve Price DiatalTime | L85t Date for|  Name of
[Hol & Guarantorls) | property Owned By: Mr. R Srinivasan Schedule Of Property: Schedule | _DeMand NOtSe | pgig gog | EMD Receiptol | Authorised
1. Mr. Srinivasan. R | "A"(Entire Property); All the Fiece and parcel of vacant bearing the Plot | Date of Demand & | oo i | i g B
1. | Slo Rajagopal, HNo. | Mo, Measuring to an extenrt of 2400 Sg FL Comprised i 0ld | Possession Natice e-Auction | mm T;nmuuﬂj
2273 New. No.81, | 5 Mo 3761, Joint Patta No.613, New 5 No.376/228, in the Layout Named [Under SARFAESI Act Re.19,25,000/- il 8
Pﬁ’:ﬁkﬂrﬂ Slreel | Thirumurupan Nagar Part-|, Aparoved by C.RD.T.CPIB4-15T13 Situsted | R 24 56,875.96 (Fupaes Naeleen
YERENAEIN in No.193 Adhanur Vilage, Sn Perambathur Taluk, Kanchipuram District, Lakhs Twenl
Chennai, Taminadu- | Baunded on the: North by: Plat No. 18, South by: 40 Feet Road, East by- | (Rupess Twealy Four Fre Thousand | 11,2026
4 ﬁﬂigiﬁ- " Plot No.8; West by: Plot Mo 10 MEASURING: Morth to South on the | Lekhs Fifty Eignt tow- Qly) 1130 AM i
S0 o | Eastern Side: 80 faet. North to South on the Westem Side: 60 feet Eastto | sand Eignt undred | 10-11-2026 EMD: To o
Subash Chiandrabose | iaey o the Northern Side. 40 feet, East fo West on the Southen Side: 40 s btw 2 1230 | Before
omael, AGNAN, | feet In almeasuring 1o an extent of 2400 square feet withi the Regisiiaion | _ Seventy Eight and o] Il I Gunaseelan Al
Tg,'fﬂn‘;ﬂmf"ﬁumg- District of Chennai South and Sub- Registration District of Guduvancheri. | Paise Nenely Sax Only) | 1100 AM. L:K:F:i::r_f-Tm 16.11.2026 | ssonidddanl
2. Mrs. 5, ' i “B" d Pri : [P‘mpErtj' HEI‘EM Conveyed): ﬁ.||.|.|‘|i:ﬂ a5 on 13.04.2026 to 230 Thtand Five With upto gunaseslan.a@
Thayyanayaki piece and parcel of the rights, titke and interest m 210 Sq. FL, Undnvided o d notl o Hundred O unlimited 5
Win Srinivagan, R, | Shave of land cut of Schedule *A” Land together with Fiat Measuring 524 MTARCTI LA M. ?':Ig I ¥ lextensions|  5:00 rbl.bank.in
H.No. 2207 MewMo, | Soware fzet (i, Plinth Area is 400 Sq. Ft, and common area is 124 Sq i) | dated .13.04.2026 We:"’ OF 5 il Er
91. Palayakara Streat, | In the First Floor called as Flat No.F3, in the Apartment known as *VIBG- | Date of Physical R:.’}T;IG.M Each o
Ayanavaram, YAR ENCLAVE' with one car parking, including comman areas, cormeman ] iz g
Chennal, Taminady- | passages, common usages eic., together with Electical Fitings, fdures, | Possession Notice- {Rupees Filty
A0 023, elacirical connaction, water connection atc. 02.08.2026 Thousand Cnly)
rm nditions:- (1) The E-Suction Sale will be onling trough e-auction portal. The interested bidders are advised to go thromgh the delailed erms and condifions of auckon avalable on the web-
sile of https:ibankauctions.in & htps: Maww.rblbank.com/pdf-pagesinews before submilting their bids and taking parl n e-auction, (2) 1 shall be the responsibdity of the bidders 1o nspect and salis-

fyy themseives about the Property and specification before submitting the bid. {3) The interested bidders shall submit their EMD detalls and documents through Web Poral: hitps:ibankauctions.in {the
usgr [0 & Passward can ba oblained ree of cost by registening name with hitps:Mbankauctions.in} through Login 1D & Password, The EMD shall be payabés through Demand Drafl, issued by a Scheduled
commercial Bark favouring "Authorised Officer, RBL Bank Ltd”, before 5:00 PM on or before 16.11.2026, (4) Interested bidders may avail supporl’ online training on E-Auction from Mis, 4CLOSURES
Contact No:B1432000061/62/63/64, Contact Person Mr.\Vishal Nath, Mob Mo:8142000735, e-mall-ld: tnki@bankauctions.in and for any query in relatlon to Property, they may contact,
Mr.Gunaseelan A Authorised Officer (Mob, No. 9600144498, email: guneseelan.a@@rbi.baniiin (5)The Authorised Officer of the Bank resenves the right to accept or reject zny or 2l bids, & /o fo
posiponacancal the auction al any time withoul assigning any reason whatsoever and his decsion in this regard shall be fina! and binding

STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER THE SARFAESI ACT
The Bosrower, Guaranlong) and Morlgagons) are heveby notified o pay the aforementioned sum along wilh fether intarest thereon plus panal and ather interes! and amounts as per the Transaction
Documents before the date of E-Auction fing which, the Properly will be auchioned! sold to recover the outstanding dues,

Date: 30.10.2026, Place: Chennai

Sdi- Authorised Officer, REL Bank Ltd.
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Disabled inmate orchestrated the
escape of 17 from Theni district jail

Undertrial suspected to have Inltlated plan after learning about rejection of his ball plea: I1G

JEYALAKSHMI RAMANUJAM
i@ Madural

A partially disabled prisoner,
Linga Prasath, is suspected to
have initiated the plan that led
to the escape of the 17 remand
prisoners from the Thekkam-
patti sub-jail in Theni on Mon-
day night, after his chances of
securing bail diminished, po-
lice said.

The inmates began discuss-
ing the plan around .30 pm af-
ter some of them learnt that
their bail pleas had been reject-
ed, and executed it between 9.30
pm and 10 pm, South-
ern Zone Inspector
General Vijavendra Bi-
dari said.

Speaking to TNIE,
Bidari said Linga Pras-
ath had suggested that
the inmates break out
of jail, board a train,
and flee to northern
states to settle down.
“Three prisoners, including
Meenakshi Sundaram and Lin-
ra Prasath, were upset after
their bail pleas were rejected.”
he said. After 10.20 pm, the
routes leading out of the area
were sealed and the fugitives

Tasmm: extends
bar contracts till
December 31

Escapee’s mother demands prison CCTV footage

Madural: The mother of two prisoners whao broke out from the
Thekkampattl prison In Thenl said all the 17 iInmates could not
have escaped easily without the gates being opened, and
demanded the release of CCTV camera footage. Speaking to
reporters at the collectorate on Thursday, Aarumugathammal,
mather of Meenakshl Sundaram and Thirupathl, denled reports

Linga Prasath

that her sons were assoclated with the VKG and Vella Kall gangs.
“Mone of the prisoners escaped by climbing the prison wall. The

doors were opened, and they all walked out,” she sald.

were foreed to hide in the sur-
rounding forest and hilly ter-
rain. Police also kept watch on
the inmates’ relatives and par-
ents to prevent the es-
capees from seeking
refuge with their fami-
lies. Special teams, as-
sisted by drones and
the Special Task Force
(STF), launched an in-
tensive search under
the supervision of The-
ni 8P Praveen Gau-
tham and Dindigul SFR
Jayakumar:

As the daylight set in, three
specialised drones were de-
ploved to scan the forest and
locate the escapees. The aerial
footage helped the teams cover
extensive stretches of difficult

Newborn sold for
¥4.5 lakh in Panruti

CUDDALORE: Four persons, includ-

Chennal: Tasmac has
extended the exlsting
contracts of bars attached
to Its retall vending outlets
by two months, from
November 1 to December
31, or until commencement
of contracts awarded
through the fresh e-tender
process, whichever s
earller. In a clrcular on
Thursday, Tasmac MD K
Nanthakumar sald the

ing the mother of a newborn baby,
were booked for allegedly selling the
baby for #4.5 lakh in Panruti. One per-
son was arrested on Thursday, and a
search is under way to trace others.
According to the police, Abdullah is
married to Manju alias Fathima (26).
When she was pregnant and working
at a footwear store, she met B Ja-
farkhan (44), an autorickshaw driver
supplving water to the shop. Fathima
reportedly told him about her worries
of raising another child while she al-

ENS

terrain and apprehend the fugi-
tives one by one, Bidari said.

Dismissing reports that the
escapees had planned a revenge
murder, the IG said the infor-
mation was false. He ruled out
the possibility of inmates hav-
ing contacted people outside
the prison using phones bor-
rowed from the public.

Speaking to reporters in The-
ni, Andipatti DSP Vishnu Priva
said preliminary investigations
indicated that Linga Prasath
had initiated the escape plan.
Though his detention under
the Goondas Act had been re-
voked, he allegedly feared that
he would continue to remain in
prison because of the cases
pending against him.

Linga Prasath faces 26 cases,

including three under the
Goondas Act. Karuppasamy,
Rajkumar, Tharun Kumar and
Silambarasan face one case
each under the preventive de-
tention Act. The remaining 12
inmates face yarious cases, in-
cluding theft, she said.

Several escapees sustained
injuries while moving through
the rugged terrain after fleeing
without footwear, They alleg-
edly tore their shirts and tied
the pieces around their injured
feet before continuing through
the hills, Vishnu Priya said.

Two brothers, Meenakshi
Sundaram and Thirupathi,
were arrested near the Gudalur
bypass while allegedly attempt-
ing to flee to Kerala. The coop-
eration of local residents also
proved crucial. Police received
timely information when some
of the escapees allegedly at-
tempted to contact people out-
side the prison, she added.

Vishnu Priva said prelimi-
nary findings suggested that
most of the 17 inmates had no
links with one another, barring
a few. Reports that they had es-
caped after receiving money to
Carry out a murder were ru-
mours, she said.

BREAST
CANCER

Arnab: Cargo ship runs
aground in AP; 20 saved

USHA PERI @Visakhapatnam

THE Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
rescued 20 crew members of a
bulk carrier that ran aground
off Bendamurulanka in Dr BR
Ambedkar Konaseema district
following Very Severe Cyclonic
Storm Arnab, in a high-risk op-
eration amid rough sea
conditions.

The Coast Guard deploved its
ship Sujay and a helicopter to
evacuate the crew members
from M/V Sigma Pearl, which
ran aground about 1.7 km from
the nearest shoreline. The suc-
cessful rescue ensured that 20
crew members were brought to
safety, with no loss of life re-
ported in the incident.

In an official post, the ICG
said, “In a challenging rescus
operation at sea off Antarvedi
in Andhra Pradesh, in the af-
termath of Very Severe Cy-
clone Arnab, ICGS Sujay along
with ICG Helicopter safely res-
cued all 20 crew members on-
board aground vessel MV Sig-
ma Pearl amidst rough seas.
ICG's preemptive measures,
coastal monitoring, and DRT
deplovment along the Andhra
coast ensured ZERO loss of life
at sea”

The Marshall Islands-flagzed
vessel, which was transporting
rock phosphate, reportedly lost

LoP seeks central probe into alleged
links between fraud suspect and CM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

LEADER of Opposition Udhay-
anidhi Stalin on Thursday de-
manded a probe by central
agencies into the alleged links
between B L M Premkumar,
who was arrested by the Kerala
Police in a #5,000-crore finan-
cial fraud case, and the chief
minister and other senior

cused of diverting money in-
vested in a private financial
institution into his personal ac-
count, met Vijay in July and
took photographs with him. He
also claimed that buses belong-
ing to Premkumar were used
for various TVE events. “Most
importantly, after the Assem-
bly election and before the trust
vote, all ruling party MLAs
were brought in buses belong-

allegedly been removed from
social media with the assist-
ance of the police, if there was
no questionable association be-
tween them. He also sought to
know whether Premiumar was
linked to alleged horse-trading
of MLAS and distribution of
sofas and money during
bvpolls.

He urged the central investi-
gative agencies, including the
Central Bureau of Investiga-

|CE personnel
- during a rescug
operation to save
trew members of
Sigma Pearl near
Bendamurulanka
| EXPRESS

power and dragged its anchor
before drifting towards the
coast, The vessel had experi-
enced repeated failures of its
anxiliary engines and genera-
tors during its stay at Visa-
khapatnam Port, affecting car-
20 operations.

According to reports, Sigma
Pearl’s power-generation prob-
lems left it without sufficient
power to maintain its position,
leading to the anchor being
dragged and the vessel drifting
towards the shore,

Rela Hospltal on Thursday organised a breast
cancer awareness programme. The event was
Inaugurated by Dr Mohamed Rela, chalrman
and MD of Or Rela Institute & Medical Centre

Murugan calls
rumours about
his resignation

libel, baseless

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i Chennal

FORMER union minister of
state L Murugan on Thursday
dismissed reports that specu-
lated on reasons for hisresigna-
tion from the union govern-
ment and the Rajva Sabha,
calling them baseless and po-
litically motivated. He also
threatened legal action against
those spread-
ing “defama-
tory content™.
In a state-
ment, Muru-
gan said he re-
signed from
both positions
with the ap-
proval of the
prime minister.
He rejectad the rumours, say-
ing his decision was driven by
his desire to work closely with
party workers at the grassroots
level. Accusing a few individu-
als of attempting to damage his
reputation, Murugan urged
media organisations and con-
tent creators to remove the al-
leged defamatory content and
issue public apologies. He
warned that those who failed to
comply would face civil and
criminal proceedings.

L Wurugan

Ennore residents give govt
‘fail’ grade for second year

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Chennal

SAVE Ennore Creek Campaign
on Thursday released Report
Card 2028, claiming that the
state failed to fulfil its promises
and comply with court orders
for the second consecutive vear
in connection with issues re-
lated to the region. The report
assesses several issues, includ-
ing wetland protection and res-

The 2026 report awarded the
government a “fail” grade — 70
ot of 385 points, or 18% — on
key enwvironmental and liveli-
hood commitments. It said that
five government bodies re-
ceived zero points for allegedly
failing to make any attempts to
fulfil their commitments. The
movement, in a similar report
in 2025, awarded the govern-
ment 37 out of 325 points, or

extension was approved readyv had a daughter. The duo alleg- TVE functionaries. ing to Premkumar,” he
through a resolution to edly decided to sell the baby to Ja- In aposton X, Udhay- alleged.
ensure uninterrupted farkhan's landlady, Renukardevi, who anidhi asked, “What is Udhavanidhi further
operation of the bars. ENS  has been married to Arun of Tiruchy the connection between guestioned why photo-
and childless for 11 years. Fathima de- BLM Premkumar, who 1 graphs of Vijay with the
liverad a boy at the Panruti GHand on - allegedly looted ¥5,000 - 7 arrested individual had
Hlll\ﬂn' docs !:Mt October 22 handed over the infant t0  crore of public money, '
63-year-oldwith Renukadevi. On Tuesday, when Fathi- and the ‘pure’ Chief @
; ; SR
leaky heartvalve ma asked for her child to be returned. Minister [Vijay]? Chief Minister [Vilay]?

Renukadeviallegedly refused, prompt-

Chennal: Doctors at

He alleged that %

What is the connection between BLM Premikumar, who

tion (CBI), the Serious Fraud
Inyestigation Office (SFI0) and

the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), to intervene and investi-
gate the matter.

looted 5,000 crore of public money, and the ‘pure’

ing Fathima file a complaint. ENS Premkumar, ac- Udhayanidhi Stalin
Kauvery Hospital In 8 p f aya
Alwarpet recently treated
a 63-year-old man for |__CENTRAL RAILWAY SUNDARAM HOME DEPARTMENT OF IT, ELECTRONICS
EE'I;"E-I’E aﬂﬂii 11'[.3.[:5 lEaE‘i:a,EE FOR P“‘REQURE“EHT — Sundaram Finance Group — AND COMMUNICATIONS
using a specialised valve : Regd Office: Mo. 21, Patulles Road, Channai - 600002, GOVERNMENT OF GOA
through a transcatheter A% Thncks Moiles No: s-dniaee Corporate Office: Sundaram Towers, Mo, 48, Whites Road, Channai-S00014

dt. 28.10.2026 E-Tender is inviled by
Oy, CMM [C) CSMT Details are as
under: Temder Mo, : 03265059
Description : SMPS Based IFS Qty. ©
27 Moa T. 0. DL @ 1911, 2026 Details o
be seen on websile www.ireps. govin

Trawel safely, Avaid foothosrd travelling

aortic valve replacement
procedure. The patlent
had pure natiye aortic
regurgitation. The special
valve combines a balloon-
expandable frame with an
anchoring element made
of nitinol. The patlent was

discharged three days LT T
e e EASTERN RAILWAY
Tandar Notice No,: EFDIWCONS4001
i 2 TFPMr!26-27, Dated ; 27.10.26, Open
Six Hlpﬂh deaths a-Tendar is invitad by Dy, Chief Elecirical
¥ H Enginear {F&D), Eastern Railway,
Ilnm tnup"‘d Kanchrapare Workshep, Kanchrapara,
meds? KL to prﬂhﬂ Morth 24 Parganas, Wast Bangal, PIN-
: T43145 fram proven experianced
T'purany Keralam state contractor far the folowing work: Tendar
government has decided No.: EPDIW/CONIS400TFPIDN/26-27.
10 JI-WES“E&'[E wﬂemer 'Ene Name of work and ils location !
Rahabilitation of 5400 KVA transiormes
EZ%IEHH?ST gg‘till;}ear?ﬂl 23 {copper coil] of alectric locomotivas,
Queanlity - 32 nos. Approx. cost of the
and 2025 were due to the wark : % 8,67.05.045. Cost of Tender
administration of expired Form : Nil. A% per Clawsss Mo, 3 of Parl

1 under GOC Apri 2022, e-tendear forms
shall b isseed ree ol cost o all kenderers
Address of the office from e-tonder
initiated ; Office of the Depuiy Chief
Elecirical Enginesr/Planning &
Development! Eastarn Hailway!
Kanchrapara Workshop, PIN-T43145

medicine. Health Minlster
K Muraleedharan Informed
the assembly that the
state will constitute a
medical board to conduct
a detalled Investigation to

check If the use of explred Bid security amounts is to be
deposited through e-payment gateway

batches of Remdesivir had or kank guarantes bond : T 13,54 200
contributed to these A5 per Rairway Board's LiNg, 2022/CE-
deaths. EN5 VCTIG0G-2022Policy dated 27 04 2022
{advance comraction Sikp No. 5 did.

h = 20102023} tendenars can submit bad
Al:ll:lﬁll'lt ﬂ']“dgﬂ‘ security of sald amount Bs Bank
H gusrantes bond atso, The original Bank
fﬁn:ln'“_ttﬂq to Guaranies should be delivered to Dy.
social justice: PMK CEE/P&D/Kanchrapara hefore coging
date for submiszan of bids (e exduding

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: the kst dale of submmission of bid), The
Welcoming the cabinet's format af BG bond has mentioned in

GOC-April' 2022, Bidders are raquesied
to follow the GCC April'2022 (wilh
amemndmants) for details information
regaring this, Completion Period of

declslon to constituie the
commission, PMK leader
Anbumanl Ramadoss said

It Indicated that the the work : 24 {fwenty four) months. Bid
government's efforts to submission start date : From
safeguard TN's 69% 04,11, 2026, Bid submission end date;

Up iz 14,45 hrs, on 18,11 2026, Date and
time of Opaning of tender : Tender wil
be openad on 18112026 at 15.00 hrs.
Website particulars and Notice Board
location where nnmpmtn detalls of
tender can be seen : hilp:/lwww.

Irepe.gavin MISC-24712026-27

Tender NI:IHDII! a0 avallable al wobsites |
wara o, inck gov.in | waraineps gowin

Follow us at : ] @EasternRailway
K @easternrailwayheadquarter

reservation system were
proceeding In the right
directlon. He urged the
state 1o appoint a retired
HC Judge committed to
soclal Justice to head the
panel and complete the
preparations at the
earliest.

Branch Office: AR R Complex, 47/3, Thind Floor, Venkatesan Strest,
West Tambaram, Chennai - 600045
POSSESSION NOTICE
Issued Under Sec 13(4) read with Appendix IV and Rule 8(1) of
Sacurity Interast (Enforcement) Rules, 2002
Whereas the authorized officer of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED uncer
the Securitisaton and Reconstruction of Financia Assets and Enforcement of
Securily Inferest [SARFAESH Act 2002 and in exercise of the powers confaerred
under Seclion 13412} read with re 3 ol the Securily Intzrest (Erforcement | Rules,
2002 issued & Demand Motice Ws, 13(2) dated 08-08-2026 caling upon the
Borrower Mr. 5 Kandhan, Co-Borrower Mrz, Varalakshmi 1o regay the amount
mentioned inthe Demand nolics being Rs. 41,07 973- (Rupees Forty One Lakhs
Seven Thousand Nine Hundred Seventy Three Only) being the amount dus and
payable undes the Loan Account number EBT20260111 as on 08-08-2026 along
wilh further inlerest, cosl and Othar charges ete.. f ary 8 aclual date of paymeanl
within B0 days from the date of recaipt of the nolice
The Barrower(s) having Taded o repay the amount &s mentioned above, nofice I3
heraby qiven to the Borrowens) and the pubsic in ganeral that the Authorises Officsr
has taken possesson of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conderad on bim under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with rule B of SarizesiAct
on this 29-10-2026.
The borrawer's atiention is iviled bo provision of sub-seclion (B) of section 13 of the
At inrespectof time available, loredeem the secured assets.
The Borrowens) in particular and the public in ganeral are hareby cautionsd nol Lo
deal with the property and any dealings with the Securad progerty shall be subject
o the charge of SUNDARAM HOME FINANCE LIMITED for an amount
Rs. 42 30.515(- {Rupees Forty Two Lakhs Thirty Thowsand Five Hundrad
Fifieen Only) as on 23-10-2026 alng weh furher Interest, Cost and Other
charges eic., if any till actual date of payrment
SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY: All that Piece and parcel of land and buiding,
Comprising in Old 3Mp. 32, New S NoW2ZA1ATAIAT, bearing Plot No. 197,
measuring with an extend of 1129 5q.6, bearing Pict No.198, measuring with an
exlent of 820 Sg... beadng Plot No. 198, meaguring with an axtant of 823 Sq.iL,
bearing Flal Mo 200, measumng wilh an exlenl of 838 Sq. i, and beanng Plol
Mo.201, measuring with an exient of B45 S i, admeasuring an extent of 4455
Sqft, Siwated al "Mani Nagar’, Approved by SWRDTCRTVLRLayoul
Mo A5HA023, Abrarmbakkam Vikage, Uthukoblai Taluk Thinsvalr Distrect and
bounded on the Plot Mo, 197 - 1129 S0 k., Morth by - Viacand Land, South by ; Plol
Wo.188, East by : Vacant Land, West by © 30 Feet Road. Measuring East to Wesl
on ihe Marthern Side ; 41 6 Feet, Eastio Westan the Southam Side 41 Feel, Narth
i0 South on the Eastem Side: 24 3 Feet, Narth ta South on the Western Side: 30,6
Fest. Plot Mo 198 - 320 Sq.ft., Morth by - Plot Mo, 197, South by ; Plot No.199, East
by Vacanl Land, Wes! by, 30 Feel Road. Measuring: Easl ko West on the
Worthemn Side © 41 Feat, East o Weston the Southemn Side- 41 Feat, Morth ta Sauth
on the Eastern Side: 20 Feet, North to South on the Westem Side: 20 Feet. Plot
b 199 - B23 So it Morth by - Plot No. 198, South by: Piot No 200, East by: Vacan
Land, Weast by: 30 Feel Road. Measwring: Easl b West an the Narhem Side; 41
Fest, Eastto West an the Southem Side : 41.3 Feel, North to South an the Eastem
Side - 20 Feet, North 1o South on the Westem Side @ 2 Feet. Plot No.200 - B33
L, North by Plot Mo, 158, Soufh by : Plot No.201, Eastby: Vacant Land, West by
-3 Feet Foad, Measuring : Eastio West on the Northern Side: 41.2 Feet, Eastio
Wastanthe Southern Side: 42,5 Feel, North to South on thiy Eastenm Sida : 20 Feat,
Morth o South on the Weslern Sice | 20 Fesl, Plat No.201 - 845 Sg.A., Morth by:
Flot No.200, South by ; Plot Mo, 202, Easi by - Vacant Land, West by 30 Feet Road
Measuring: East to Wes! on the Northern Side: 42 6 Feet, East to \Wes! on he
Soulhern Side © 42 Fesd, Morth 1o Scuth on the Easlarn Side - 20 Feel, North 1o
South on the Westem Side: 20 Feet, Stuated within the Sub Registration Districtof
Uthukottai and in the Registration District of Thinsafiur
Date: 29-10-2026 ez - e L

YOU CAN'T WAIT FOR INSPIRATION.
YOU HAVE TO GO AFTER IT WITH A CLUB

} JACK LOMDOM

2ZND FLOOR, IT HUB, ALTHINHO, PANIIM-GOA-403001, INDLA

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
{Electronics Mode Only)

Department of Information Technology, Electronics and
Communications, Government of Goa, Panaji-Goa invites tender
to select a vendor to "Design, Build, Operate for 5 years and
Transfer {DBOT) Security Operation Center (SOC)” for the State of
Goa.

All the interested hidders are requested to register on the
e-tendering portal, if not registered. For details please login on to
https:/feprocure.goa.gov.in.

5d/-

DIJADVT/15831/2026 Director {ITE&C)

ﬂfﬁﬂﬂ Ef!he St.lpﬂﬂntﬂldh'lg Ermrranf. D5 Circle, PSPEL, Patiala, 66 KV Grid Sub
Station Colony, DCW Road, Patiala-147001 (Punjab), S6461-01201, 95461-10963
E-mail: eirclepatiala 1@gmail.com
Resg.Office: PSPEL Head Bffice, The Mall, Patiala (Punjal)

Tender Enquiry Mo, 39/5E/DS Circle, Patiala/2026-27 Dated : 28.10.2026
Supeniniending Enginear/’ D5 Cirde, PSPOL Patiala imvites e-bender far Outscurzing of Labow Part
for Erection, Testing & Commissioning of Mew 11K8LT  HT Lines on Rail / PCC Poles, Distibution
TFe, Augmentation £ Sagging of ACSR of HT/LT Lines, Cables laying, Guarding, Stay Set for
Yarious Works such & Releasing of T/Well Connections, GSCSI50 Conrections, Deluading of
OQverloaded TiFs, Shifting of Meters Outside Consumer Premises, Preventie mairtenances of
HTVLT lines not imiokring conductor replacement or insertion of exira poles Earthing of DTa/ Lines
or @y Darelopment Works onder 05 WEST Division Patiala under D5 Circle Patiala,
For detailed MT and Tender Specifications please refer to IS Yeproc. unjaE govin from
8. 102008, 0600 PM amwards,
NOTE: Corrigendum  and  addendum, if any will be peblished onfine at
Ittpss/iaproc punjab. gov.in
C-102W2RIY 1W2026
0TS 12 206-2 TV 1662S

WESTERN RAILWAY

Material Management Department
VARIOUS MATERIALS SUPPLY
E-PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE No. S/65/2026 Date 26 10.2026

SN.|TenderNo | Short Description of items Quantity] T.O.D.
513 [DE2EI0484 | Low maintensnace lead scd 458 Mos)31-Dec-38
514 (6262104 | VRLA cells of Y mono block 120 &H 508 Seif28-Dec-28
515 10265071 | Thin walled Elaciron baam imadiated | 284005 Matraj 16-Dec-26
Nexitde slistomanic cable wilh copger
conduchor WE oore, Size: 2.5 Sq.mm
516 §23264601 [22.22 mm Dia. Lock Bolt & oallar 2151 B Nl 0T-Dec-26
ST (23264004 | Twa par sliding daor asrangerreni 394 Mos|S0-Mov-26
818 11 HEEE | Bupply, installaton, tial run & 8 Mos| 2 7T-Moy-26
commssaning of Bogie Turn Table,
cap. 10 Tan
518 |0B261577 | Holding magnal valve type BV 208 - VT 365 Nos|23-Mov-26
520 15265018 |Boge Frame assembly for Coil speing 7d Nos| 25-MNov-25
521 0826802 | Supply.of Passenger Emergency Talk 16 Nosj23-Mov-28
Back Syslem for ladies coaches of
EML rakes.

Regarding delsied notice EMD, Purchase resiriclions and delailed tender conditions,

Pl vigil welaile waingpd.qov in and wrindiansailways.gosin 0752

Like us on: [ ftacebock.comWestemnRly # Follow us on: B4 X.com/WestarnRiy

toration, prevention of regula- 11%. The report said the TVE

tory violations, and removal of  government has performed no

encroachments. better than its predecessor
gater wrade va gl wen

HDFITH EASTERN INSTITUTE OF
AYURVEDA & HOMOEOQOPATHY

{An Autonomous Instiute under the Ministry of Ayush, Govt. of Indla)
Mawdiangdiang, Shillong, Meghalaya-793018

Adt. No. EST-13017/1/2024-Administrative Division/H-2909 date: 28/10/2026
iy man VACANCY NOTICE
waier e v el wA (gan AR e o e HEEr & o v
STy i), e e it g e aeE
(AR & e i amdee TR TET ST o F)

®

Morth Eastemn Institute of Ayurveda & Homoeopathy (NELAH), Shillong
is imviting applications for the post of Blostatistician, Residential
Medical Officer (Ayurveda) and Consultant (Fharmacy) purely on
Contract Basis.

#fts Fwerl b ps Sehean ARw & demge wwwneahonicin/
www.nelahshillong.dn & 7 §

For details, interested candidates may visit the Institute website namely
www.nelah.nic.In { www.nelahshillong.in

Sd/- Director
NE1AH, Shillong

CBC1T21711/0009/2627

ummié .50 uGgmer  VELTECH ENGINEERING

i 3:';55 azler gy

Vellanoor, Avadi, Chennai-G00062.
Phone : 25004150949
M Id - vjvelb@hankofbaroda com |

POSSESSION NOTICE

Whereas, The undersigned being the Authorzed Officer of the Bank of
Barcda under the Securitzation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Securty Interest Act, 2002 and i exercise of powers
conferred wnder section 13{12) read with Rule 3 of the Security interest
(Enforcement) Rufes, 2002 issued a Demand Motice dated 14.05.2026,
calling upon the Borrower Mr. K_Saravanan, 5/o Kadarkarai Thangam
to repay the amount mentioned in the notice being Rs. 22 50,448.90/-
(Rupees twenty two lacs fifty thousands four hundred forty eight &
paise ninety only) as on 09.05.2026 together with further mterest thereon
at the contractua rate plus costs, charges and expenses fill date of payment
within 80 days from the date of receipt of the said notice.
The Borrower having fadled to repay the amount, motice = hereby given
to the Borrower and the Pubdic in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers
conferred on him under sub-section (4} of secton 13 of the Act read
with Rule 8 of the Security Interest Enforcement Rules, 2002 on this the
23rd day of October of the year 2026.
The Borrower/ Guarantors/Mortgagors in particular and the public in general
is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the
propertyfies will be subject to the charge of Bank of Barcda for an amount
of Rs.23,76.559.48/)- (Rupees twenty three lacs seventy six thousands
five hundred fifty nine & paise forty eight only) as on 18.10_.2026 and
further interest thereon at the contractual rate plus costs, charges and
expenses till date of payment.
The Borrower's attention is invited to provision of sub-section (8) of seclion
13 of the Act, in respect of time awailable, to redeem the secured assels.
Description of the Immovable Property
All that piece and parcel of land and incomplete building measuring 800 Sa.ft
{Morth west portion) out of 2400 5q ft with incomplete bulding in Plot No 8 in
COr.Ramasamy Nagar, Morai Madura Pulikugh, comprsed in Survey MNo58
Part, Patta Mo 148, siuated at Morai Madura Pufikuthi, Avad Taluk (Formerty
Ambathur Talsk), Tiruwallur District, situated within the Registration District of|
Tiruvaliur and Sub Registrabon district of Avadi belonged 1o MrK_Saravanan son
of MrKadarkarai Thangam and bounded on the North by: Land in 5Mo 58,
South by: Plot No.B Remaining portion, East by: Piot Mo.8 North east portion
owned by Mrs. Saranya, West by: Road. Measuring: Morth to South on the
Esastern side: 20 feet, Morth to South on the Western Side- 20 feet, East to West
on the Northern Side: 30 feet, East fo West on the Southern Side: 30 feet. And
situated within the Registration District of Tiruvallur and Sub Regisiration district
of Awadi.
Place : Avadi, Thenmai
Diate - 23.10. 2026

AUTHORIZED OFFICER
BANK OF BARDDA




INDIAN EXPRESS ISNOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

STATE UPPER HOUSE
POLLS CARRY CAUTION
FOR BOTH CONG & BJP

EGISLATIVE Council elections in four states—out of the
six states that have bicameral legislatures—have thrown
up amixed picture overall. It was a rude reality check for
the Congress, which won only one of the 28 seats up for
grabs. While the BJP performed well, winning 13 seats,
and its NDA allies won three more, warnings were delivered
in some of the coalition’s pocket boroughs. This round of
elections was for teachers’ and graduates’ seats, which to-
gether account for a sixth of the Legislative Councils’ seats.
The Congress drew a blank in Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka
and Bihar. The victory of its renominated candidate in the
Nagpur graduates” seat—one of the three it contested in
Maharashtra—was a saving grace in an election conducted
by hallot, which the party demands for all polls. Its biggest
setback was in its stronghold Earnataka, where the BJP-
JINS) combine swept all four seats. This jolt, delivered in DE
Shivakumar’s first major electoral test, cost the Congress
its narrow majority in the Earnataka Legislative Couneil,
despite extensive campaigning by its leaders. The ruling party
now has 37 members in the state’s To-member Upper House,
Among the three seats the BJP retained was the Karnataka
State Northeast teachers’ constituency, which covers Con-
gress president Mallikarjun Kharge's home turf, Kalaburagi.
JD(S)'s victory in Bengaluru teachers’ constituency over
a five-time Congress MLC was an inflection point. NDA
partners successfully transferred their votes, which senior
Congress leaders admit will have to be considered while for-
mulating the party’s strategy for 2028. Congress's poor show-
ing in Uttar Pradesh ahead of next vear's Assembly polls will
likely affect its seat-sharing talks with the Samajwadi Party.
The polls were not without caveats for the BJPE too. It
lost to the SP in Varanasi, represented by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the Lok Sabha. The BJP alsolost in Nagpur,
the RSS bastion and Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis's hometown, where it faced defeat in the hands of
the Congress for the first time in 2020. In Bihar, Prashant
Kishor's Jan Suraaj debuted in the Council by defeating
the Congress MLC from Darbhanga teachers’ constituency
Educated voters in four politically significant states,
which together command more than a third of the Lok
Sabha seats, have issued an alert to all major parties. Course
corrections should be in order.

STELLARJIO DEBUT CAN'T
MASK INDIA’S AT GAPS

N a day when the broader market was in retreat,

Jio Platforms delivered the kind of debut not many

investors would have expected. The stock listed at

71,358, 21 percent above its issue price and closed

its first day 27 percent higher. That valued the com-
pany at more than 13 lakh crore ($131 billion), making it
India’s second-most valuable listed firm, behind its parent
Reliance Industries. TheT30,213-crore issue, India’s largest,
was oversubscribed 22 times,

The IPO's success under broader downward pressure partly
shows the market's faith in telecom operators being an essen-
tial part in India’s next investment phase spanning Al services,
cloud computing and data centres. Jio is positioning itself as
a technology platform that happens to own a telecom network,
and investors appear to have bought into that narrative,

But even as the euphoria surrounding Jio's IPO contin-
ues, global investors are looking past it to the much bigger
offering of Anthropic, expected later this vear or early next.
The comparison is sobering. The San Francisco-headguar-
tered maker of Claude Al models filed on October 26 to list
on Nasdaqg. Its prospectus shows revenue of $16.3 hillion
in the first half of 2025, nearly 13 times the vear-earlier
level. Analysts expect the company to command a valuation
of $1.2-2 trillion, several times Jio's. OpenAl, valued at a
similar level to Anthropic's, is also expected to list by 2027.

The contrast highlights where global capital is flowing.
Investors are backing companies building Al software and
hardware, particularly in the US, Taiwan and South Korea.
India has few listed companies operating at the core of this
ecosystem, leaving its equity market vulnerable to foreign
investors selling local holdings to fund bets elsewhere.
Despite the growing concern over an Al financing bubble,
foreign portfolio investors withdrew a record 73.08 lakh
crore from Indian equities in the first nine months of 2028,
nearly twice the outflow recorded in all of 2025,

Jio’s listing proves the depth of domestic investor
appetite for a credible growth story But India needs to offer
global investors more than connectivity and affordable data.
Until Indian companies secure a meaningful share of
the Al value chain, from computing infrastructure and
maodels to chips, investors may only get to celebrate
successes at home that are dwarfed by listings abroad.

FREEZE THE THOUGHT

RIED freezers have emerged as the latest worry of Western

cyber-defenders. After the mysterious heating-up of super-

market freezers across France earlier this month created
havoe, the Pentagon has revealed it is investigating similar
refrigerator malfunctions across US military bases that were
first reported in August. Cyberattacks that can override some-
thing as basic as temperature controls warn of outcomes
worse than spoilt food. It should make us wonder whether we
really need the ease of having too many gadgets hooked up to
the internet. The unprompted closing or opening of curtains
on a wifi-=nabled remote system may not give vou anything
more than momentary chills. But dowe really need our house
heating or car on such a svstem without their vulnerability
checked and safety assurance updated?

mriay 30.10

EFT to Mulayam Singh Yaday,
the late founder and patriarch
of the Samajwadi Party, he
would never have dreamed
of embracing the Congress as
an electoral ally He was, how-
ever, not averse to transacting
business with the Grand Old Party
for self-preservation.

He accepted the Congress's support
for his minority government in Uttar
Pradesh in 1991, after the downfall of
the V P Singh government and a split in
the Janata Dal leading to the emergence
of the JD (Socialist) headed by former
Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar
Yadav went along with Chandra Shek-
har But unlike the stalwart from Ballia,
who did not last after the Congress with-
drew support in March 1991, the pugilist
from Etawah outsmarted Rajiv Gandhi,
then the Congress president. Yadav dis-
solved his Assembly at midnight and
offered resignation as Chief Minister
to the Governor at the crack of dawn.
All because he had learnt through a
Congress mole that Gandhi was
planning to topple his government and
facilitate the imposition of President’s
rule in UP before the Lok Sabha polls.
The Congress had readied its communi-
qué for withdrawing support, but was
clueless about Yadav's manoeuvre.

In 2008, Yaday ended his relationship
with the Left Front and helped the Con-
gress survive a trust vote in Parliament
on the Indo-US civil nuclear pact which
the communists opposad tooth and nail.
Yadav filled in the numbers on the House
floor after the Left pulled its support for
the UPA government. Subsequently, the
Congress did not give Yadav and Amar
Singh, his factotum, the agency they
badly sought in Delhi. Yadav paid the
Congress back by spurning an alliance
it asked for in the 2009 Lok Sabha elec-
tion. But by putting up a blockbuster
showing in UP—its best ever since the
1989 downfall —the Congress was better
off by not going with the SE

Yadav's son and political heir
Alkhilesh Yadav, who now heads the SE
jettisoned the Socialists’ deep-seated an-
tipathy towards the Congress and twice
sealed electoral pacts with the GOFP that
vielded mixed outcomes in the 2017
Assembly elections and the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls. Akhilesh, the CM in 2017,
was canght in a bitter family feud to
estahlish his leadership over the SE

The punchline signifying the Rahul-
Akhilesh ‘camaraderie” said. *UP ko
yeh saath pasand hai” (UP likes this
duo). But the seat-sharing negotiations
were bedevilled by contestations over

o O PA8Y THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

The Akhilesh Yadav-Rahul Gandhi combo's electoral results
have been mixed. Meither can let go of the rope in
the ongoing tug of seat allocation for 2027

TRICKY TANGO
OF COMPETING
ASPIRATIONS

-

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN g (oluminist and political commentatos

each party's ground strength. Mulayam
rejected the alliance in 2017 and refosed
to campaign for his own party Eventu-
ally, of the 403 Assembly seats, the Con-
gress got to contest 105 and the SP 298,
Peeved over their shares, the allies put
up friendly’ fights against each other
that were anything but congenial. By
then, the BJP juggernaut was on the
road, crushing its opponents. It walked
away with 312 seats. The SP and the
Congress were estranged thereafter
By the time the Lok Sabha elections
descended in 2024, better sense appar-
ently prevailed on both the Congress
and the SE The Congress had stagnated
in UP for a decade, posting a tally of one
or two seats. Another such disaster
would have spelt near-oblivion in a
state that was once its ticket to power
at the Centre. For Akhilesh, another

SOUIRAY ROY

reversal might have accentuated the
&P's internal rivalry and thrown up
fresh challenges to his leadership.
Both sides initially played hardball
before clinching an electoral arrange-
ment. It entailed allocating 17 of
the state’s 80 Lok Sabha seats to the
Congress, including Ras Bareli and
Amethi, and &3 to the SE The BJF was
shell-shocked when the alliance —treat-
ed as non-starter by political obsery-
ars—won 43 seats and reduced the
saffron party’s tally to 33. An analysis
by Assembly constituencies showed
the SP-Congress led in 220 boroughs.
However, one successful showing does
not prove that the alliance is out to sail
smooth in the 2027 Assembly polls. On its
part, the Congress, despite being bruised
and beaten, still fancies UP as its bastion
by virtue of holding on to Amethi and

If in a democracy, you create rival
loyalties or a system in which any
individual or group cares nought for
larger interests, then democracy is doomed | pamt

Govind
Ballabh

Rae Bareli. Although the Gandhis have
not said a word, cheerleaders have
pitched the Congress's demand at 200 of
the 403 seats—almost asking for half the
tickets after occupying just one seat in
the legislature with a 2.4 percent vote
share, In the 2022 state elections, the 5P
won 111 seats with a 33 percent vote
share. So the discrepancy between the
allies is there for all to behold.

The Congress has beamed contradic-
tory signals to its ally through the state
leaders it recently appointed. Akhilesh’s
bottomline: “Forus, it won't be about the
number of seats, but about the seats that
can be won. Whoever can win a seat
should getit.” It's a conciliatory message
that does not imply that the 8P will part
with half the seats because Akhilesh has
a good idea of the number of “winnahle™
seats in the Congress's Kitty

The Gandhis chose Imran Masood, the
Saharanpur MP as the UP unit's work-
ing president and Rajendra Pal Gautam
as its central minder. Both are red rags
for the SE Masood claimed he was the
“undisputed” leader of Muslims in
western UE and the 8P will not brook a
challenge to its hold over the minorities.
Gautam, who came into the Congress
fold from the Aam Aadmi Party in late
20224, insisted that his party should not
setile for anything less than 200 seats.
Howevyer, insiders claimed that the
choice of Aradhana Mishra to head UP
Congress in place of Ajay Rai was in-
tended to placate the SE, which has a cor-
dial equation with her father and Rajya
Sabha MP Pramod Tiwari, a veteran pol-
itician from the Allahabad region. But
when discussions are delicately poised
for a prospective conclusion, is the time
appropriate to score brownie points?

The SP sent out its own signs to un-
settle the Congress. It is working on a
smaller but significant party, the Mirbal
Indian Shoshit Hamara Apna Dal,
whose acronvm NISHAD represents
the backward caste grouping of fisher-
folk inhabiting UP's riverine swath.
The NISHAD party was once an ally of
the SF, but is part of the B.JP coalition.
The SF has also made friendly gestures
towarids the AAF which is presently
antagonistic towards the Congress.

However, while there are no two ways
about which of the two is stronger on the
ground—as Wednesday's closely-contest-
ed elections to the legislative council be-
tween the SP and BJP demonstrated—
the Congress is unlikely to accede a
disproportionate number of seats in UB
because its revival in the state is key to
reinforcing its pan-India presence.

(Vietrs are persornal)

INTO NEXT PHASE OF GLOBALISATION

HE world is at an inflection
point. Driven by geopolitical
friction, trade fragmentation,
rapid technological shifts
and climate urgency, global
geonomic engagement is
undergoing a structural reset.
Ag supply chains reconfigure around
strategic priorities and artificial intelli-
gence redefines competitiveness, the
paramount challenge lies in architecting
a resilient, inclusive and sustainable
economic order that can preserve global
openness and cooperation.

India's scale, digital capabilities, entre-
preneurial energy and international part-
nerships position it to contribute ideas
and solutions to shared global challenges.
The next frontier is to project these
strengths onto the global stage through
innovation and constructive leadership.

Genuine global leadership demands
the capacity to generate ideas, build
consensus and deliver tangible solutions.
India’s evolving international footprint
reflects these priorities. The India AT
Impact Summit, hosted earlier this year
in New Delhi, served as a crucial global
stage for defining inclusive and respon-
gible Al Meanwhile, initiatives like the
International Solar Alliance and the
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infra-
structure showcase India’s ability to
anchor international cooperation on
clean energy and climate resilience,

The next step is to convert dialogue
into collaboration, innovation and
measurable outcomes, Trade, technol-
oy and trust are central to this effort,
providing the foundations on which
India can contribute to a more connect-
ed and resilient global economy.

Global trade remains essential to pros-
perity, even as its geography and priori-
ties evolve. According to the World Trade
Organization’s October 2026 projections,
world goods and services trade volume
is expected to grow by 3.7 percent in 2026
and 4.7 percent in 2027, supported partly
by Al-related infrastructure investment.
For India, this evolving trade environ-
ment presents an opportunity to build on
its export momentum: India’s exports
reached a record $863.1 billion in 2025-26,
reflecting its expanding manufacturing
and services capabilities.

Yet growth alone is insufficient without
resilience, Disruptions to maritime routes,
energy markets and critical supply chains
underscore the need for diversification.
India must strengthen its participation in
global value chains through competitive

CHAMNDRAJIT BAMERIEE

manufacturing, better logistics, quality
standards and deeper integration of small-
erenterprises. Trade agreements can open
markets, but sustained competitivensass
depends on productivity, innovation and
reliable delivery Stronger commercial
engagement across Africa, Latin America
and Southeast Asia can further diversify
India’s economic partnerships.

Economic value is shifting toward high-
tech fromtiers, driven by breakthroughs in
Al semiconductors, biotechnology, quan-
tum technologies and advanced manufac-
turing. India’s digital public infrastruc-
ture, startup ecosystem and engineering
talent provide a strong fovmdation. Its am-
hition must now extend from technology
adoption to research, commercialisation
and indigenous inmovation.

Value Is shifting faster towards
high-tech frontlers that require
collaboration. Trust to sustain
partnerships Is central to this
effort—a plank on which Indla can
contribute In a hyper-connected
global economy. After recent
Jolts, reslllence must be bullt

Into future trading systems

This requires greater research and
development investment, stronger indus-
try-academia collaboration and interna-
tional parinerships that deliver knowl-
edge transfer, skills and joint innovation.
Mo country can develop every critical
technology independently India can
strengthen its global position by combin-
ing domestic capahilities with interna-
tional expertise, while ensuring that tech-

Dipector benesl, Confedertion of Indian industry

nological progress expands opportunity
and productivity across industries,

In anuncertain world, trust has become
an economic asset. Investors nesd predict-
able policies, fransparent regulations and
reliable institutions; businesses need se-
cure digital systems, consistent standards
and dependable partners. For India, con-
tinued reforms, robust quality infrastruc-
ture and credible sustainability practices
are essential to strengthening confidence,

Trust also requires international
dialogue. Economic security and open
markets need not be competing objectives.
Diversified supply chains, transparent
rules and proportionate risk management
can protect legitimate interests while pre-
serving the benefits of global cooperation.
Building such confidence is essential to
attracting long-term investment and ena-
bling partnerships that endure bevond
immediate commercial considerations.

Such a moment brings greater responsi-
bility to address shared challenges, from
energy security and climate resilience to
food systems and workforce transforma-
tion. This requires collaboration across
governments, industry, academia and in-
ternational institutions to mobilise invest-
ment, develop skills and scale solutions.

These imperatives make the 31st CII
Partnership Summit particularly relevant.
Convened in Visakhapatnam during
November 12-13 under the theme ; Navigat-
ing the New World Order: Trade, Technol-
ogy, Trust, Thought Leadership’, it intends
to bring together a variety of stakeholders
to advance opportunities in investment,
technology collaboration, market access
and skills development. The summit's four
reinforce one another; trade expands op-
portunities; technology drives innovation;
trust sustains parinerships; and thought
leadership puides collective action.

With globalisation increasingly demand-
ing strategic agility alongside economic
acale, India has an opportunity to shape a
maore collaborative and resilient global
economy. The upcoming summit seeks to
advance this vision by translating strate-
gic alinment into actionable and lasting
partnerships for shared prosperity

{Views are personal)
{chigcil in)
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Hurricane help

Ref: Brace for big cyclones (0ct 29). it would
be most appropriate for the Telangana
government to reallocate funds earmarked
for places of worship and religious activities
towards drowght relief, Under the dire
tircumstances, this would be appreciated by
distressed people and the Creatar alike,

S Lakshminarayan, Hyderabad

Angry undercurrent

Ref; They didn’t start the fire {Oct 29).

The article excellently encapsulates

the boiling undercurrent of youth
disillusionment. Gen I are agitating not
becanse theywant to disrupt, but because
the basic socioeconomic contract that hard
waork guarantees a stable future has been
broken. It's time policymakers address
structural inequalities befare the simmering
frustration becomes an uncontrollable blaze,
NRama Rao, email

DPDP redo

Ref: Open to amend law (Oct 29). Laws
designed to protect privacy must not
inadvertently shield misconduct from
public scruting. A government committed
to transparency must ensure that the law
protects citizens' datawithout protecting
thase who misuse their authority.
Nandana Raveendran, Kannur

Overcharged rides

Ref: Orivers disappointed (Oct 29). Drivers
always charge fancy amounts, whether it
i= day or night, rain or shine, The meter

I5 just an ornamental piece. Successive
governments hawe done little to reinin
the overbearing drivers. For the hapless
passengers, it has been nothing but
abject surrender to the unruly lot.

P& Menon, Chennai

Police glory

Ref: 4 more caught (Dct 29). In the 19605,
Tamil Nadu Police were considered at par
with the Scotland Yard for their efficiency.
After some time they were forced to work
within institutional constraints. Secering
all 17 escapees within two days marks

the precious glory as restored.

G Purushothaman, Tirunelveli

Spanish lesson

Ref: Spanish train crash (Oct 29). Spain

has now witnessed over 100 deaths within
the past 10 months in high-speed train
tollisions. Top priorities for Indian regulators
should be to test communication loss, sensor
failure, power or track circwit disturbance.
There's no tearing hurry towave green flags.
Bal Govind, Noida
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Banks should take responslbllity If they want profit, says top court @ Bench calls for phasing out deputation model

SC calls for compensation
todigital fraud victims

ALSO IN TOP COURT

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
i@ New Delhl

EXPRESSING concern over the
increasing digital arrest scam
cases, UPI frauds and phishing
cases, the Supreme Court on
Thursday said banks must be
made accountable to indemnify
losses suffered by digital frand
victims, who should receive
compensation of at least the
amonnt lost, if probe establish-
es that the offence resulted
from failure of due diligence by
financial institutions.

“Banks cannot continue to
profit from digital transactions
without taking responsibility
for securing them. Banks must
be made accountable if investi-
gation finds failure of due dili-
gence,” said the SC.

Observing that despite the
fact that cyber crimes fell by
0%, yet victims lost 800 crore
s0 far this year, a bench com-
prising Chief Justice Surva
Kant and Justices Jovmalva
Bagchi and V Mohana said the
proposed Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBD regulatory framework
must incorporate enforceahle
provisions for compensation,
preventive intervention and in-
stitutional accountability

The C.JI said the bench would
first examine the proposed REI
Enow Your Customer (EYC)
Amendment Directions, 2026,
before permitting the regulato-
v process to proceed. The direc-

‘{C’garh can move HC
against officer’s bail’
The Supreme Court on
Thursday granted liberty to
the Chhattisgarh government
to move the HC for cancelling
ball granted to retired senlor
145 officer Anll Tutea In
comuption cases If there
are “Instances of misuse
of concession of ball™. A
bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya |
Bagchl and ¥ Mohana
granted the liberty.

SC rejects actor’s
fluxury litigation’
Terming It “luxury litigation”,
the Supreme Court on
Thursday rejected former
actor Anita Advanl's plea
challenging an order
dismissing her petition
seaking recognltion of her
alleged relatlonship with
the late Rajesh Khanna
as a marriage. Advanl
had challenged an
April 1 order of the
Bombay High Court.

tions are proposad to be notified
by Movember 30 and operation-
alised by December 31.

Holding that banks cannot
wash hands off after digital
frauds, the bench said that the
victims of digital frauds should
receive compensation of
at least the amount lost.

The SC said banks
must act as a “protec-
tive umbrella™ for cus-
tomers vulnerable to
digital arrest scams. It
clarified that the compen-
sation must be swift and not af-
ter years.

The court said due diligence
failure includes failure to de-
tect suspicious pattern, verify-
ing beneficiary, putting hold on

Rahul asks student groups
to join INDIA bloc march

PREETHA NAIR @ Naw Deinl

COMNGRESS leader Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
urged student groups, regardless of political af-
filiation, to join the INDIA bloc's November 1
‘Chalo Dilli’ march at Ramlila Maidan. Asking
them not to fear police or their “lathis”, the said
the march is to save democracy, put an end to
“yote theft” and protect the Constitution.
“This is not a march for any single political
party; it is a march for India's very soul. It is a
singular protest for the nation,” Gandhi said in

a video on X

“To all those who are fed up with MNarendra
Modi, Amit Shah and Gyvanesh Kumar, and
evervone who wishes to save democracy and
defend the Constitution, I invite youall to join,”

Gandhi said.

The ‘Chalo Dilli*
Ramilila March is a
march to save
democracy, to put
anendtothe
theftofvotes,
and to protect the
Constitution

Rahul Gandhi,
Congress leader

“Don't worry about the police, don't worry
about lathis—the BJF will not have the guts to

tryv any of their antics. Come march with us—
we will walk together to protect the Constitu-
tion, to protect the Indian nation.” he said. “It
will be a fantastic march, and it's a march for
the soul of this country,” Gandhi said.

While the Congress leader received support
from INDIA bloc allies, several party leaders,
including K C Venugopal, Shashi Tharoor
and Pawan Ehera, took to social media
platforms and urged people to join the campaign

to save democracy.

Ehera said, “Whether it is refusing to provide
trains in Telangana or using Delhi’s traders as
a political tool, the BJP's attempts to sabotage
the Chalo Dilli Ramlila Maidan march on
Movember 1 will not succeed. The march will

go ahead.™

‘March for
the natlon’

Congress leader
Rahul Gandhl
sald the Ramlila
Maldan event Is
not a march for
any potitical
party;ltisa
march for Indla's
very soul. *ltls a
singular protest
for the nation...
Don'tworry
about pollce,”
Gandhl sald.

suspicious accounts flagged in
the central fraud registry.

The bench said the REI has
already created a Central Fraud
Registry and that banks must
check before allowing transac-
tions. The bench made these

observations after hearing
a suo motu case regard-
ing massive financial
fraud involving digital

arrest scams.
The SC said many
victims are senior citi-
zens duped in digital ar-
rest frands and that banks fail
to stop the transfer of huge
amounts in a very short time
without any alert system. It
said such cases show lack of

due diligence.

Q

| kmow how
contractors play
their hands. They
don’t care about
judicial/technical
membars.
Complete
auvtonomy must
bewith
presidents. They
can taka the UPSC
or the S5C

Surya Kant, Chief
Justice of India

Corporate
law and
Insolvency

The NCLT
(Matlonal
Compary Law
Tribunal) and
the NCLAT
{Natlonal
Company Law
Appellate
Tribunal) are
speclaliSed
quasl-judiclal
bodles under
Companles Act,
2013 and
Insolvency and
Bankruptcy
Code (IBC),
2016, handling
corporate law
and Insolvency
disputes.

Nabin chalks out strategy
to counter Oppn attacks

RAJESH KUMAR THAKUR
e Dol

BJP president Nitin Nabin on
Thursday chaired two meet-
ings with the party's national
general secretaries and some
union ministers to discuss
strategies and organisational
matters ahead of assembly
polls in seven states, including
TP and Punjah.

MNabin, according to sources,
stressed the need to prepare
action plans to counter what
the BJF describes as the Op-
position’s attempts to spread
fake narratives’ onvarious is-
sues, particularly the SIR ex-
ercise. Tarun Chugh, Vinod
Tawde, Smriti Irani, Sunil
Bansal and BL Santhosh at-
tended the first meeting.

According to sources, dis-
cussions focused on expand-
ing people-centric initiatives
and strengthening the partv's
electoral preparations. Organ-
isational issues also featured,
with discussions on allecation
of responsibilities and ap-
pointment of office-bearers.

In the second, Nabin held
discussions with Union minis-
ters, including Shivraj Singh
Chouhan, Pivush Goval and
Kiren Rijiju, on electoral strat-

‘Change through elections’: Former
V-P hits out at ‘govt change’ chorus

MUKESH RANJAN @Hew Oathl

FORMER Vice-President M
Venkaiah Naidu on Thursday
criticised calls for regime
change in the country, sayving
such utterances ran contrary to
the spirit of the ‘Idea of India’
and the constitutional frame-
work, which provides citizens
with democratic means to bring
about political change.
Delivering the keynote ad-
dress at an event in the capital
on ‘Duties of a Citizen for a
Vikshit Bharat', organised by
‘Bharat ki Soch’, Naidu said
citizens must exercise patience,
be engaged in public life and
nse polls as the constitutional
means to change governments.
“The Indian system allows
citizens an opportunity to bring
change through elections. They
should observe public life care-
fully, meet people, discuss is-
sues, educate others and par-
ticipate constructively in the
democratic process,” he said.

Vice

Maidu emphasised that pa-
tience should not be mistaken
for inaction, but should instead
translate into sustained efforts
and a willingness to wait for
constitutional opportunities to
effect change.

Taking an apparent swipe at
opposition leaders, he said
merely carrving a copy of the
Constitution was not enough
and that its principles must be
reflected in conduct. Citizens,
particularly voung people,
should understand the func-
tioning of institutions and con-
tribute constructively to demo-

Call for greater youth
participation

“A developed nation must be bullt
by responsible citizens who
combine personal ambltlon with
soclal commitment,” Naldu sald,
calling for greater youth
participation, stronger national
unity, soclal justice and sustalned
efforts to secure prosperity.

cratic processes, he said

He also underlined the im-
portance of parliamentary de-
bate, saying electad representa-
tives must allow democratic
institutions to function effec-
tively “The government should
be able to propose, the opposi-
tion should be able to oppose
and the House should be able to
dispose (decide),” he said.

Without naming Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, Naidu also took
exception to the description of
India as a “dead economy ", say-
ing the remark saddened him.

egies and opposition’s pro-
tests. Sources said the meet-
ing discussed ways to counter
the INDIA bloc’s rally sched-
uled for November 1 and com-
municate to the public what
the BJP belieyes to be the Op-
position’s underlying
objectives.

Sources sajd the discussions
centred on the BJP's allega-
tion that the Opposition was
seeking ‘regime change' un-
der the guise of protests
against SIR. The alleged dis-
ruption caused by protests in
Delhi ahead of festivals such
as Diwali and Chhath report-
edly came up for discussion.
The party is understood to
have decided to intensify its
outreach activities across
states to take the issues direct-
Iy to the public.

TRIBUNAL AUTONOMY
IMPINGED: SC SAYS
GOVT HIJACKED NCLT

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY @ New Del|

THE Supreme Court on Thursday ob-
served that the Ministry of Corporate Af-
fairs (MCA) has completely *hijacked’ Na-
tional Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
and its appellate body National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT).

While calling for autonomy for presi-
dents over appointments, a bench com-
prising Chief Justice Suryva Eant, Justices
Jovmalya Bagchi and V Mohana suggest-
ed deputation as an interim measure and
phased regular recruitment through the
UPSC or §58C.

The CJI said, “I know how contractors
play their hands. They don't care about
judicial/technical members. Complete ai-
tonomy must be with presidents. They
can take UPSC/SSC. Tribunal has been
completely hijacked by Ministry of Cor-
porate Affairs. That is impinging on au-
tonomy of institution. That's the problem.
Ministry wants to have complete grip;
that's most unfortunate,™

From the functioning of courtrooms to
clerks, the Supreme Court on Thursday
sought a full list of as to how company law
tribunals need to function efficiently di-
rected presidents of NCLT and NCLAT to
submit their detailed respective compre-
hensive proposals on infrastructure,
buildings and staffing needed to strength-
en tribunals’ day-to-day functioning.

The SC asked the presidents to submit
their proposals within four weeks. “The
proposals may also include the require-
ments of land/ building as well as requi-
site staff. NCLT will also consider desira-
bility of the officer in the rank of Deputy/
Jt. Registrar for every bench for upkeep
of judicial record,” the bench said.
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5 compulsory subjects,
optional skill paper as
safety net in CBSE exam

EXPRESS NEW S SERVICE @ New Dethl

STUDENTS taking up the
Class 10 CBSE board exams in
2028 will have five compulsory
subjects with the option of an
additional skill paper, which
will help them clear the exami-
nation even if thev fail in sub-
jects like mathematics, science
or social science, said the Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) on Thursday,
while clarifiving its Scheme
of Studies

The clarification applies spe-
cifically to students studying in
Class 9 in 2026-27, who will ap-
pear for their Class 10 board
examinations in 2028. It does
not affect the current batch.
The board also said that inter-
disciplinary area and CT and
Almodules will not be included
in its Scheme of Studies

“Toalign the introduction of
this curricular area with the
implementation schedule,
the subject ‘Individuals in
Society” and the ‘Modules of
CT and AT in Class 9 (2026-27)
and the subject ‘Environmental
Education’ in Class 10 (2027-28)
shall not be part of the curricu-
lum for these batches.” Prag-
gva M Singh, Director {Aca-
demics), Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE),
gaid in a communigue to school
principals.

“Yocational education shall
continue to be a compulsory
curricular area for students of
Class 10 (2028 batch). To fulfil

Class X skill subject exam

Students opting for any of the 22
skill subjects shall have to appear
In the board examination in the
respective skill subject In Class 10.
The grades for that subject will be
reflected In the marksheet |ssued
by the Board, as per existing
practice. Those opting for
‘Kaushal Vikas' will undergo
school-based Internal assessment.

this requirement, students may
opt for either the subject Kaush-
al Vikas' or any one of the 22
skill subjects notified by the
board,” she said.

“Or foremost priority is to
safepuard students’ interests
by clearly communicating the
academic and examination-re-
lated provisions well in ad-
vance. The emphasis is on en-
couraging students to focus on
meaningful learning rather
than solely on examinations,” a
source said.

Under the scheme, the five
compulsory board-exam sub-
jects will be two languages,
mathematics, science and so-
cial science,

Timelines extended for SIR
claims, final rolls in 6 states

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ New Dalni

THE Election Commission (EC)
on Thursday extended the time-
lines for the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in six states and Union Territo-
ries: Nagaland, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Ma-
harashtra and Delhi.

In Delhi, the window for fil-
ing claims and objections has
been extended by 26 days, from
October 30 to November 25. The
notice phase and disposal of
claims and ohjections will now
continune till December 15,
against the earlier deadline of
MNovember 30, The final roll will
be published on December 22,

The decision comes after a
request from the Delhi Chief
Electoral Officer (CEQ), invok-
ing the proviso to Rule 12 of the
Registration of Electors Rules,
1960. The draft roll was pub-
lished on August 31, and the ex-
ercise in the capital is being
conducted with October 1, 2026
as the qualifying date,

In Andhra Pradesh and Har-
vana, the notice phase and dis-
posal of claims and objections
will now run from July 31 to
November 20, 2026, The final
rolls in both states will be pub-
lished on Movember 30, The re-

¢ % " . "

Move after request from Delhl Chlef Electoral Offlcer

The declslon to extend deadlines comes after a request from the Chief
Electoral Officer (CEQ) of Delhl, Invoking the proviso to Rule 12 of the
Reglstration of Electors Rules, 1960. The draft roll was published on
August 31, and the exercise In the capltal Is being conducted with
October 1, 2026 as the quallfying date.

vision there is based on Julv 1,
2026 as the gqualifyving date,

A letter to the Andhra
Pradesh CEQ in Amaravati re-
fers to the Commission's earli-
er orders dated May 14, Julv 14,
September 1, September 30 and
October 14, 2026, which set out
and later modified the SIR
schedule. It also cites the state
CEC's request made through a
letter dated October 249, 2026

The communication to the
Haryana CEQ in Chandigarh
refers to the Commission’s or-
ders dated May 14, July 14 and

Angust 29, 2026, It cites the Har-
vana CEQ's request of October
20, 2026,

The Commission has direct-
ad that all officials concerned
be informed of its decision and
that wide publicity be given to
the modified schedule. Political
parties are also to be informed
of the reyvised schedule in writ-
ing. The revisions come on the
same dav the Commission ex-
tended the period for filing
claims and objections in the
Mational Capital Territory of
Delhi till November 25.

India ready to share anti-terror expertise: Singh

JAVARIA RANA @ MNew Deth|

HOLDING up Operation Sin-
door as proof of a doctrine tem-
pered in combat and “not class-
rooms”, defence minister Ra-
jnath Singh on Thursday of-
fered to share India’s
counter-terror expertise with
Asean and its dialogue part-
ners. “India’s extensive exper-
tise in counter-terrorism is not
theoretical classroom knowl-
edge, it 18 an experience hard-
earned through decades of di-
rectly confronting complex
cross-border security challeng-
es,"” Singh told the 13th Asean
Defence Ministers® Meeting-
Flus { ADMM-Flus) in Cebu.
Every Indian strategy, he
said, had been tested and re-
fined in actual operations. This
was demonstrated during Op
Sindoor, when India disman-
tled terror infrastructure and
enforced a non-negotiable red
line against state-sponsored
terrorism. India was ready to
share this experience through
joint exercises, capacity-build-
ing programmes and intelli-

Rajnath ingh at the 13th ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting-Plus in Philippines | »m

gence-sharing, the defence min-
istrv gquoted him as sayving.
The operation also marked
the first combat use of the
BrahMos supersonic cruise
missile, with Sukhoi-20MEIT
fighters armed with it striking
Pakistani airbases. Defence
secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh
has cited its use in Op Sindoor
as a demonstration of the mis-
sile’s operational capability
The same supersonic criise
missile, in turn, has emerged
as India’s flagship defence ex-
port in Southeast Asia. The
Philippines lad the way with a

$375 million deal for three
shore-based anti-ship missile
batteries in January 2022 and
has already received systems
worth around $330 million.
Vietnam followed, with the
defence secretary confirming
the deal at the Shangri-La Dia-
logue in Mav. Earlier this
month, said that India now has
contracts or agreements with
the Philippines, Vietnam and
Indonesia, which together
could push BrahMos exports
beyond $600 million.
Incidentally, all three nations
have stalkes in the South China

Sea, with the Philippines locked
in one of the region's most ac-
tive territorial disputes with an
increasingly assertive China.

Steering clear of naming Chi-
na, Singh also pressed for ad-
herence to the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS) and freedom of
navigation and overflight. He
said the push was “not directed
against any country” but aimed
at safeguarding the collective
interests of all nations depend-
ent on open sea lanes.

Motably, Chinese defence
minister Dong Jun, who had at-
tended the last two ADMM-Flus
meetings, staved away from
Cebu this time, with Beijing de-
puting its Manila-based defence
attaché instead.

Singh, on his part, held bilat-
eral talks with his Philippine,
USs, Japanese, South Korean
and Australian counterparts
on the sidelines on Wednesday
His meeting with Philippine
national defence secretary Gil-
berto Teodoro Jr focused on
maritime security and joint de-
fence production.
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Senaseeks Maha
leadershiprejig

SUDHIR SURYAWANSHI @Mumbal

AFTER the BJF lost two of the three seats it contested in the
recently concluded MLC elections in Maharashtra, its MahaY-
uti ally 8hiv Sena has revived the demand for a leadership
change in the government. The fact the BJP lost the prestigions
MNagpur graduate constituency, which is home to Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis as well as the R85, has emboldened the
Shiv Sena further The MahaYuti could win only two of the five
seats which went to polls. In Nagpur, Congress candidate Abhi-
jeet Wanjari defeated BJP's Sudhakar Eohale by 3,217 votes for
the graduate constituency seat.

Shiv Sena leader Ravindra Dhangekar said on Thursday that
the result of MLC elections shows that graduate students and
job aspirants, especially those who compete in
exams, have turned against the gover nment be-
cause of paper leaks and frauds in job recruit-
ment. “We, as the ruling party and people in
power, must learn from this debacle. The vouth
is against the government.”

He said that Deputy Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde had a much better record in the MLC
elections during his term as the Maharashtra
chief minister. “Eknath Shinde, who is a
grounded leader and stays in touch with com-
mon people, can be the best option to lead the state. When Shinde
was the CM, MahaYuti wona majority of the seats. It is the right
time for a change of guard in the state,” Dhangekar said.

Shiv Sena leader and former minister Abdul Sattar said that
Shinde's leadership has been appreciated by Prime Minister
Marendra Modi and Union Home Minister Amit Shah from time
to time. He said that the MahaYuti came to power in Maharash-
tra under Shinde’s leadership. “Whenever Shinde goes to Delhi
and meets Modi and Shah, our hopes rise that he becomes the
chief minister again,” Sattar claimed.

BJP leader Pravin Darekar, however, slammed the Shiv Sena
leaders for demanding a change of leadership, saying Fadnavis
is doing good work. He said that the Sena leaders have an anti-
Fadnavis agendaand their words have no value.

RA JAST TH dL!YJ'
Action against

IAS officer for
buying 40 villas

INDIA

Brij Bhushan makes a
comeback in UP BJP,
figures in state executive
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Shinde’s party emboldened by Nagpur loss @ Lalan Singh loses edge after Anant Singh feud e Akhllesh makes galns In Modl's constltuency

CracksinJD(U)
after MLC results

RAMASHANKAR @ Patna

THE rift in Janata Dal (United) has widened following senior
party leader Neeraj Kumar's victory in the MLC polls. Eumar,
who emerged victorious in the Patna Graduates’ constituency,
said during a media interaction that he would not call Union
minister and senior party leader Rajiv Ranjan Singh, alias La-
lan Singh, to seek his wishes on the victory

Neeraj Kumar's criticism of Lalan Singh, coupled with
his praise for party national working president Sanjay Kumar
Jha, has brought the party's internal differences into a sharper
focus. Lalan Singh stayed away from Neeraj Kumar’s campaign
and was reportedly omitted from the official list of
star campaigners. Lalan Singh claimed that the list of cam-
paigners was prepared by the party office, and he played no
role in it. Lalan Singh, a close aide of
former Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Eumar,
has held the post of the party’s national presi-
dent in the past.

Meeraj Enmar said that there should be an ex-
planation for why he had to face difficulties dur-
ing the electoral process. He said he had received
overwhelming affection from partv workers,
which was what mattered most to him.

Lalan Singh had tried tobroker peace between
Meeraj Kumar and Mokama MLA and strongman Anant Singh
during the MLC poll, as the latter publicly attacked Neera] Ku-
mar and campaigned for Jan Suraaj Party candidate Annj Singh.
Anant Singh had said in the past that Neeraj Eumar worked
against him when contested from Mokama.

Lalan Singh defended Anant Singh while talking to reporters.
He =aid, “Whena campaign was being run against Anant Singh,
the party should have taken action [against Neeraj Kumar].
The state unit of the party made a mistake by failing to inter-
vene then.”

Meanwhile, Jha said that Anant Singh was expelled from par-
ty's primary membership for six vears with Nitish Eumar's con-
sent. He ruled out the possibility of Anant Singh’s return. “The
guestion of his return to JD(I) does not arise,” he said.

HARPREET BAJWA @ Crandigah

SPwins 5 seats,
gains UP ground

HAMITA BAIPA] @ Lucknow

THE biennial elections for the Uttar Pradesh Legislative Coun-
cilended in a closely contested 6-5 split in favour of the BJE but
the Samajwadi Party has made notable gains ahead of the as-
sembly elections. While the BJP managed to defend much of its
2020 turf, the Samajwadi party improved its position by expand-
ing its footprint. Out of the two seats which were yet to be de-
cided till late Wednesday Lucknow Graduates’ seats went to
Samajwadi Partv's Kanti Singh. She wrested the seat from
BJP's Avneesh Kumar Singh. In Varanasi Graduates’ constitu-
ency, Samajwadi Party's Ashutosh Sinha received 50,462 votes
against BJP candidate Kedar Nath Singh's 33,478 after the ninth
round of counting of first-preference yotes, data showed. Eedar
Math Singh conceded defeat in a social media post. He thanked
voters for their support and said he accepted the
mandate with humilitv and in accordance with
democratic norms.

The BJP retained key constituencies, includ-
ing Apra and Meerut Graduates’ seats and the
Lucknow, Meerut and Bareilly-Moradabad
Teachers’ constituencies, It also benefited from
the victory of Dhruv Tripathi in Gorakhpur-
Faizabad Teachers' constituency, a seat earlier
held by him as an independent. The biggest take-
away for the SP was its success in converting organisational
gains into electoral victories. The party retained Allahabad-
Jhansi Graduates’ and Varanasi Teachers' seats, while wresting
the Lucknow Graduates’ seat from the BJP and Agra-Aligarh
Teachers' constituencies by fielding the past Independent win-
ner: It was also set to win the Varanasi Graduates’ seat.

The outcome broadly mirrors the political balance visible in
recent by-polls and local body contests. While the BJP continues
to dominate state politics, the MLC elections suggest that the
Samajwadi Party remains a formidable challenger among edu-
cated voters and teachers, constituencies often viewed as politi-
cally aware and influential opinion makers. Coming just a few
months ahead of the 2027 Uttar Pradesh assembly elections, the
MLC election results offer encouragement to both camps.

Oppn seeks to corner Mann
over drug menace in Punjab

RAJESH ASNANI @ Jaipur

SENIOR IAS officer Shikhar
Agrawal, who earlier served as
additional chief secretary to
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma, was placed on await-
ing posting orders (APO) late
on Wednesday night amid con-
troversy over his familv's re-
ported massive property pur-
chase and leaseback of 40 villas
and cottages.

The personnel department
cited “administrative grounds",
without linking the decision to
the bizarre transactions that
suggest dubious means being
used. Agrawal held key indus-
try and investment responsi-
bilities, including the chair-
manship of RIICO, the apex
institution for industrial devel-
opment in the desert state.

The Congress demanded an-
swers from the government and
the BJP hit back. Leader of Op-
position Tikaram Jully de-
manded an impartial investiga-
tion if any irregularity had oc-
curred, sayving merely placing
the officer on APO was insuffi-
cient and hardly a penalty

BJF state president Madan
Rathore countered that
Dotasara should “first look
within"”, pointing to alleged
corruption during the previous
Congress government.

PM to hold ¢

DILIP SINGH KSHATRIYA
@ Ahmadabad

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi will address a traditional
‘Khatla Sabha’ in Bhildi, Ba-
naskantha, on Cctober 30, with
farmers seated on ‘Khatlas’ (a
traditional woven rope cot) in-
gtead of conventional chairs
The national-level PM Kisan
Utsay Divas will see the trans
fer of over ¥18,650 crore tomore
than 9.24 crore farmer families
nationwide, alongside the
launch of major Banas Dairy
projects. In a departure from
conventional political rallies,
PM MNarendra Modi is set to
hold what is being described as
the country's first ‘Khatla Sab-
ha’, with traditional cots re-
placing chairs for farmers at-
tending a major agricultural
event in Bhildi, in Banaskan-
tha's Deesa taluka on Friday
The rural-stvle seating ar-
rangement has added a distinc-
tive political dimension to the
national-leyvel PM Kisan Utsav
Divas, which will combine di-

NAMITA BAIPAI @ Lucknow

I a significant organisational
reshuffle ahead of the 2027 Ut-
tar Pradesh assembly elections,
the BJP has inducted former
Kaiserganj MP and ex-WFI
chief Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh into its newly constitut-
ed state executive committee,
marking his return to the par-
tv's core decision-making
structure.

The revamped state execu-
tive, announced by UF BJFP
president Pankaj Chaudhary,
will meet in Lucknow on Fri-
day in the presence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah to
chart the party’s strategyv for
the 2027 polls. The inclusion of
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh is
being viewed as politically sig-
nificant as it comes nearly
three months after his acquit-
tal in a sexual harassment case
filed by women wrestlers. Ac-
cording to party sources, this is
the first time the six-time MP
has been included in the BJP's
state executive committes.

Despite a political career
spanning more than four dec-
ades and six terms in Parlia-
ment, Singh had never held a
position previously either in
the BJP's national leadership
structure or the state executive,
party leaders said.

rect financial assistance to

farmers with the inauguration
of dairy infrastructure projects
in north Gujarat.

At the centre of the event is
the release of the 24th install-
ment of the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Samman MNidhi (PM-
EISAN) scheme. More than 9.34
crore farmer families across
the country are expectad to re-
ceive over ¥18,680 crore directly
into their bank accounts.

In Gujarat, more than 52.33
lakh farmer families will re-
ceive assistance exceeding
F1,000 crore, providing the
event with a significant agri-

The BJP had denied him a
ticket in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections amid the controversy
surrounding the allegations
against him and fielded his son,
Karan Bhushan Singh, from
Kaiserganj instead. With his in-
duction into the state executive,
party observers see Singh re-
gaining a formal organisation-
al role at a time when the BJP
is gearing up for the crucial
2027 assembly battle.

The newly-expanded state ex-
ecutive has grown substantial-
Iv in size, from 184 members in
the previous committee to 712
members, including special
and permanent invitees.

The new commites has 548
regular members; 134 special in-
vitees and 30 permanent mem-
bers. The highest representa-
tion is from Gorakhpur region
at 120; 108 from Eashi region;
104 from Awadh region; 79 firom
Eanpur region; 70 from West re-
gion and &7 from Braj region.

cultural outreach component.
The financial transfer comes
against the backdrop of sub-
stantial cumulative disburse-
ments under the scheme.
Across the first 23 installments,
more than #4.47 lakh crore has
been transferred to over 11
crore farmer families nation-
wide. In Gujarat, more than
6926 lakh beneficiary farmers
have received over 24,137 crore
a0 far. However, the eyvent
will extend beyvond direct
benefit transfers, with Banas
Dairy's ambitious expansion
plans forming another major
component of the Prime

WITH assembly elections due
in Punjab early next vear, drug-
related deaths pose a political
challenge to the Bhagwant
Mann-led AAP government.
Opposition parties seel to cor-
ner the Mann government on
its handling of drug menace,
with families and activists re-
fusing to cremate the bodies to
press for justice, accountability
and compensation.

Mangsa town is on the boil
with two bodies are yet to be
cremated. Anti-drug activist
Parvinder Singh Jhota was
shot dead by a medicine shop
owner two weeks back. Anoth-
er man, Daljit Singh, allegedly
died of drug overdose, The pro-
tests over the deaths have given
the Congress, SAD and the BJP
ammunition to launch an at-
tack on the Mann gover nimerit.
“Withholding cremation to
press for demands was not new,
but such cases pose a challenge
as they are linked to suspected
drug deaths,” a police officer
gaid. The Action Committee de-
manding justice for Jhota has
announced 24-hour protest out-
side the residences of minis-
ters and MLAs on October 21.

On October 27, marginal
farmer Daljit Singh died in the
same district. The family al-
leged that he died of a drug

Khatla Sabha’ to focus on farmers

Minister’s visit.

Modi will inaugurate the
Bharat Bovine Breeding and
Ressarch Centre (BBBRC), es-
tablished across 127 acres in
Bhildi at a cost of 335 crore.
The facility aims to strengthen
scientific livestock breeding
and improve the quality of cat-
tle, supporting productivity in
the dairy secton

The centre is expected to pro-
mote scientific methods in ani-
mal hushandry, an important
spurce of livelihood across ru-
ral Gujarat. Its premises have
been illuminated ahead of the
inauguration.

Additionally, the Prime Min-
ister will virtually inangurate
Banas Dairv's Potato Expan-
sion project and its Ultra-High
Temperature (UHT) Automated
Storage and Retrieval System
(ASRS) facility He will also lay
the foundation stones for two
compressed biogas plants at
Tharad and Radhanpur, signal-
ling a push towards waste-to-
energy initiatives alongside
dairy development.

Bhagwant Mann

Two bodles yet to be cremated In Mansa

Mansa town |s on the boll with two bodles are yet to be cremated. Antl-
drug activist Parvinder Singh Jhota was shot dead by a medicine shop
owner two weeks back. Another man, Daljit Singh, allegedly died of
drug overdose. The protests over the deaths have given the Congress,
SAD and the BJP ammunition to launch an attack on the government.

overdose, while the police said
the cause of death was under
investigation. The family de-
manded action against those
supplying drugs. Singh's rela-
tives blocked the Sarsa-Man-
sa road and attempted to
take his body to the site
of protest seeking jus-
tice for Jhota

Earlier in Sangrur,
the death of 47-vear-old
Gulzar Singh took a sud-
den twist when a video
emerged in which his family al-
leged that the AAP gover nment
forced them to cremate the
body without their consent.
The family had announced that

)

no rituals would be conducted
until action was taken against
those responsible for the death.
Gulzar's son Lakhwinder de-
manded the arrest of Finance
Minister Harpal Singh
Cheema for the alleged
abetment of suicide.
During Cheema’s visit,
the victim had ques-
tioned the circulation
of heroin.
In the latest suspected
drug overdose case, 17-vear-
old Abhijot Singh was found
dead on a bed in an abandoned
house in Fagilka district, where
drug users allegedly gathered
to consume drugs.

DEHRADUN
DIARY

NARENDRA SETHI

Our correspondent In Uttarakhand

narendrasethli@
newindlanexpress.com

Dhaml has his own ‘chal
pe charcha' moment

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
traded the formalities of office for a
moadside tea stop on Monday,
winning smiles from locals. Travellng
by road to Dehradun from the GYE
hellpad, Dhami pavsed at Mangal
Singh's tea stall near Srinagar
Chungl. He joined residents for a cup
and served tea himsalf to young girts,
cliizens and officials. The CM also
chatted with the shopkeeperand
customers. The unscripted halt
camied a *Yocal for Local” message,
spatlighting nelghbourhood
businesses. It was also a reminder
that supporting small traders—and
strengthening local econoniy—need
not begin with an announcerent.
Sometimes, it starts with a chal.

No fasting for long life
fortwo leglslators

In Hindu trdition, many marmed
women observe Karva Chauth,
fasting for thelr husbands' long Ife.
Thisyear, two women prominent in
Uttarakhand's political comversation
reportedly chose not to observe It
Cabinet minlister Rekha Arya s sald
to have sklpped the fast amid an
orgoing family disputewith her
husband, Girdhar Lal Sahu. When
Joumalists sought her comment, she
leftwithout responding. Actress
Urmilla Sanawar, curmently lodged in
Haricwar Jall amid contrversy
surounding the Ankltz Bhandar
case, also reportedly did not fast.
Reports say she began shouting the
name of former MLA Swresh
Rathore, when asked about it

Four plllars of a new
party ahead of polls

As partles gear up for the 2027
Uttarakhand A ssembly election, the
Sarvalan Sanatan Party says it will
comtest every segt. ts national
president s former CBI dinector M
Nageswar Rao. The party's agenda
palrs Sanatan cultural preservation
with free education, healthcare,
Ivelihoods and cuttural identity.
“Education, health, lvelihood and
Identity are soclety's four
foundations,” Rao sald, using the
cow to symbotisa them. He pledged
toseek “State Mother” status for the
cow If the party cones to power, and
work towands “Mother of the
Nation" status nationally. Rao
ancused the BIP of using Sanatan
cuiture for political gain.

Chinese presence in Arunachal acts
of transgression, not intrusion: CM

PARVEZ SULTAN @ Tawang

AMID the ongoing controversy
over face-offs between Indian
and Chinese troops in Aru-
nachal Pradesh, Chief Minis-
ter Pema Ehandu on Thursday
sought to play down the issue,
saving that such incidents are
“transgression and not intru-
gion” and that the situation is
now normal.

“China doesn't consider the
MecMahon Line.... Arunachal
Pradesh shares a very long bor-
der with Tibet and China,
stretching 1,200 km. Patrolling
parties sometimes cross over to
our side. It is transgression, not
intrusion. Transgression has
taken place, no doubt. Keeps
happening. This is not new,” he
said adding that border in the
area is not “defined"”.

Ehandu was interacting with
the media ahead of the inaugu-
ration of the14th edition of the
International Tourism Mart in

China does not conslder
McMahon Line: Khandu

“China doesn't conslder the
McMahon Line....Arunachal
Pradesh shares a very long border
with Tibet and China, stretching
1,200 km. Patrolling parties
sometimes cross over to our side.
It Is transgression, not intrusion,”
sald CM Pema Khandu.

Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh.
He, however, said that situation
is normal at present. “Our
armed forces are guarding the
border very well At present, it
is not a matter of concern,”
Ehandu added.

Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) Director General
Shatrujeet Kapur in Alwar had
recently said that Indian and
Chinese troops had faced off at
several locations in Arunachal
Pradesh, and that some of these
face-offs were still continuing.

Later, the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs also said the situa-
tion in the border areas “gets
disturbed time to time"” when
Chinese forces diverge from es
tablished patrolling patterns.

Ehandu further added that
such face-offs doesn’t impact
tourism in the state.

Union tourism and culture
minister Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat, who addressed the press
conference along with Khandu
and Sikkim chief minister
Prem Singh Tamang, spoke on
the issue. He said that in this
competitive era, attempts are
being made to create false nar-
rative and it is our shared re-
sponsibility to diminish that.
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Bibi seeks to sideline Arab parties after poll deadlock

Funding allegations
ralse stakes as Arabs
become kingmakers
In the formation of
government In Israel

JERUSALEM

FPRIME Minister Benjamin
Metanvahu's bloc on Thurs-
day piled pressure on Arab-
Israeli leaders over unproven
accusations of foreign fund-
ing. in a push to neuter par-
ties that could hold the key to
forming a government after
an inconclusive election.
Izraeli President Isaac Her-
zog, who holds a largely cere-

[ INDONESIA

21 FOREIGNERS
ARRESTED IN
JAMBLING RAID

Authorities detalned 21
forelgn natlonals In Ball
oyer alleged Involyement
In an International online
gambling syndicate. The
suspects comprise 12
Myanmar nationals, elght
Vietnamese and one
Chinese citizen.
Immigration officers
ralded two houses on
Thursday, selzing 36
personal smartphones, 29
operational phones, 18
laptops, slx desktop
computers and three
tablets. Investigators sald
the group allegedly
operated an lllegal
gambling website,
processing transactions
through Chinese payment
platforms Alipay and
WeChat Pay.

monial role, called for an inves-
tigation into allegations but
cautioned against stigmatising
the entire Arab-Israeli commun-
nity, who voted at unprecedent-
ed rates. [srael was nearing the
completion of ballot counting
from Tuesday’s election, the
first since Hamas's October 7,
2023 attacks, with neither
Metanyvahu nor the opposition
bloc led by former military
chief Gadi Eisenkot appearing
able to secure a majority

The Netanvahu camp’s accu-
sations, denied by both Arab-
majority lists, could bring new
uncertainty into the electoral
process at a time when the
threat of a new Israeli and US
attack on Iran looms over the

ASIA MATTERS

750 PERMANENT MED

JOBS OFFERED
The Health Ministry will recrult 750

permanent medical officers for Sabah
and Sarawak, with applications open

November 9-15. Eligible contract
officers must have completed
housemanship and secured full
rmedical reglstration. Successful
candldates report on February 15,
2027, to help address staffing
shortages In Sabah and Sarawak.

|sraeli [eft-wing activists hnld placards and chant slogans during a demonstration
calling for forming a new government with Arab parties as allies in Tel Aviv | arp

scendants of Palestinians who
stayed after the country’s crea-
tion in 1948, as ontrage boiled
at calls by officials such as Na-
tional Security Minister Itamar
Ben Gvir to treat their commu-
nity much as Israel has dealt
with Palestinians in Gaza and
the occupied West Bank.

Ben Gvir went so far as toen-
courage [srael to “immediate-
I¥" order the arrests of Arab
party leaders. The Arab parties
together have enough votes to
take the opposition bloc over
the finish line, but Eisenkot has
baulked after relentless attacks

region. Eisenkot said the offi- Netanvahu of seeking to “del- by Netanvahu, whowarned his
cial probe into the claims egitimise” the election results. right-wing Jewish base that
should run its conrse without The vote saw soaring partici- voting for the opposition would

interference, but also accused

pation by Arab-Israelis, de-

put Arabs in power AFP

UTJ eyesto ditch
Netanyahu, support
Eisenkot toformgovt

JERUSALEM: Ultra-Orthodox
United Torah Judalsm (UTIY Is
considering supporting opposition
leader Gad| Elsenkot's government
from outside the coalltion In
exchange for compromises on
military draft exemptions, The
Times of Israel reported, citing
Channel 12.UT], which has seven
seats, could abstaln from
opposing an Elsenkot-led
government, allowing It torely on
Istamic Ra'am's support. A UTJ
source sald Its alllance with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu had
run Its course, as his bloc fell short
of a majority.

Vance makes last-ditch bid to

RABBI LOSES » ¥
emzxnr | revive talks with letter to Iran
OVER PASSPORT
ﬁrﬂ?‘}?ﬁ;ﬁ%{gﬂﬁ%ﬂf TEHRAN Iranian officials focused ona Corps said in a statement.
Chalm Kantor's citizenship possible framework for negoti- The vessels had switched off
after he repeatedly used US Vice President JD Vance ations rather than specific radar and navigation systems
his US passport following has made a fresh bid to avert terms for a peace deal, the and ignored IRGC navy warn-
naturalisation In 2013, the further US strikes on Iran by newspaper reported. ings, Iran said. The tankers' flags
sending a letter seeking to re- | and incident timings remained
%ﬁ:gﬂ;ﬁ;ﬂ mﬁ:& vive negotiations, Iranian me- 4tankersablazeInHormuz' ., 100 Tran later said another
Anutin Charmvirakul signed diareported on Thursday, add- At least four tankers have tanker struck naval mines east
the order under the 1965 ing thadt Tgehlrt‘an had yet to m];li%ht fire after hitting mines  of Hormuz and caught fire.
respond. Tasnim news agency while attempting to navigate
E%é?&%;lgaﬁ:étmﬁh reported that “Iran has re- the Strait of Hormug, Iran's US denles Iran captured arone
cltizens from retalning celved the letter buthasnot vet armed forces said The US military is
thelr former nationallty responded”, while Fars news Thursday, a day after denying Iran's claim
Kantor, who has lived In‘ agency carried a similar ac- the US military said that it seized control
the mt‘hnmr since 1993 count, citing “a source familiar it had cleared key of an American sur-
used his US passport l;p o with the matter™. routes through the veillance drone and
16 times to travel to The Wall Street Journal re- waterway captured it intact
Australia, officials sald portedon Wednesday that Vance . "Over the past 24 near the Strait of
The nmé followed rafr:;ls h&ﬂ_sent t{aeletter to Ir:}f.lman_s:r;L hours, three violating oil tar_1k- Hormuz. Iranian state TV said
on three Jewlsh curity chief Mohsen Rezaei at  ers exploded and caught fire the Revolutionary Guard
organisations In Bangkok the direction of IS President after striking mines while at- seized an MGM-170 Outlaw
e aﬁer this month over Donald Trump, in abid torevive  tempting to pass through the drone through electronic war-
alleged violations negotiations and avert new US  unauthorised southern route fare and landed it in Iranian

strikes. The letter and subse-
quent contact between UUS and

of the Strait of Hormuz,” Iran's
[slamic Revolutionary Guards

territory, without specifying
when it was seized. AFFP/AP
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Spain declares
mourning for
3 days; French
nat’ls missing

URDA

SPAIN began three days of
mourning on Thursday after
its second high-speed rail colli-
sion this year killed 69 people
and injured scores, with rela-
tives desperately seeking news
about their loved ones.

French officials are still try-
ing to trace “several” citizens
following the train accident,
France's Foreign Ministry said
Thursday. “At this stage, we are
still attempting to establish con-
tact with several of our nation-
als and are in touch with their
families.” Meanwhile, news out-
let BFM reported that two
French citizens were missing.

One of Europe’s deadliest
train disasters this century has
raised fresh questions about
safety on Spain’s rail network
after the transport minister re-
ported an “error” and “inexpli-
cable circumstances"” that led
to the crash. During a visit to
the crash site, Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez pledged to estab-
lish the canse of the crash. “We
are working day and night not
only to support the victims'
families, but also to establish
every last detail of this tragedy
and strengthen safety meas-
ures to ensure it never happens
again,” he said.

The collision happened in
the central region of Castilla-
La Mancha on Wednesday
morning when a service by
state operator Renfe ploughed
into the back of a stationary
train belonging to private Span-
ish company Iryo. Emergency
seryices combed through the
twisted wreckage at night to
find further victims on the key
line linking Madrid with the
southern city of Seville. AFP

WESTERN RAILWAY
Station Upgradation

I‘_'In-'-alu:-nsl Rau-'.la:.- Managar, Weastem For mope delails please vl E

Kamle 1'he Kerala Minerals and Metals Lid
ﬂﬁ 18 Gont, of Kerada Underialing) Sankaramangalam, Kolam-531 563
Phone: (476-2650215 10 2651217, e-mait mdsmmi com. LIRL: wew kmmi com

Tenchering Fortal, hitps:fetenders keraky covin ar waskmel.com

Supply & Transport Undertaking

[OF THE BRIHANMUMEBA| MAHANAGARPALIKA)

TENDER NOTICE

Rabway, Mumbal Cantral nwitas Sr. Ne. 1| [S e
Tander Mo.: BCTIZ6-27/198 D1, e
23.10.2026. Name of the work:

Items

T076_KMMIL_ETO4E1_1
Erslnn'-sﬂIEP

| Procass Ewrn “Consuliancy for er Gas Scr.Jbb'rg

E-tenders is invited for the supply of following item.
(1) B2267 - 11kV, Tapex Straight & Transition Jointing kit for

Mardwhar — Amel Bharat siation major
upgradation & dovelopment of station

7 [ 2026_KMML_EA1631_1

Area claaning & formation of ETF lemporary slorage pond

entry. PF surfacing work and exsension of

Chavara 20.10.2026 84~ Managing Director for The Kerala Minerals and Metals Lid

11kV cables, (2) 82269 - Supply and Installation of 1.1 kv Cold

COP [PHASE M) under the juisdiclion
of ADEN/Nandurbar of Western
Railway. Approx. cost of work:

applied Roll-on-tube straight jointing kit for 4CX300 sg.mm.,
Al, XLPE cable.

Rs.10,658,43,645.41/- EMD: Rs.
21.78,000.00- Sr. No. H) Tendor No.:
BCT/26-27/200 De. 23.10.2026. Name of
the work: Knandbara - mgrovement of
sialion bwildang wilh 27 enbry, pravan

TR -~ 14013

¥ -frrferey weiiem

eoreifere siftremdt sifirrar w R R Fafor aes, sege

o TeEke O T 117 R 05, 0.2026 2 g s fafe e 36/2026-27 %

Mote: For mare details, log an to
website https:y/fmahatenders.gov.in

PROJAAM(M)/83/2026

feits =27 10,2026
GENERAL MANAGER

ancreachmant, rastnicted wenauthonsad s —_— -
=ctiviy.2) Navapur —Prodsion i - enry, | | R Aaaimrotaeadera - GOVERNMENT OF PUDUCHERRY
xﬂ“ﬂl’ﬁﬁ "1'3::"'-[;‘ ;';;"I'_IEF"']'_;W(‘E':E::::;E' T tgeh 21 afferer Forreen vitferes Frerrm PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, MAHE DIVISION, MAHE
3) Mandurbar - Improvernant ba goods No1-TIPWIDBMD28-27
shed with 400 % 10 M covershed, repar to Pt sadca 0702026 4 27.10:2026 BTN LA, PRESS NOTICE FOR e-Tender
approach road & allied ighting, taloam gfgﬂﬁﬂ"’” 85 e 6.000 4834 5 e e .00 T The Execidive Engineer, Mahe Divisian, FWD, Mahe invites an behalf of the Fresident
waris, 4} Mandyrbar & Dondaicha High o d of India, onfine bids for the following work -
levnl platiorm axsension with Divgangjsn Fférer 3o el 07026 H 27,00, 2006 78 07103006 3 0311, 2026 ) -
el sl g e b s et Tender No H/EEM26-27145(25-26). Name of Work - Construction of fhree
cost of work: Rs 14.35,86,063- EMD: éroms 1 ikl — storeyed building with five class rooms and toilef block for 1. K_Kumaran
F=, 2A.71,400.00- Date and time of Fibersen | | 2R0.2006 nﬂ’laﬁmnmﬂﬁ# [ith 1mzﬁﬁmmmﬁﬂ Govemnment Higher Secondary School, Pandakhal, Mahe Esfmate Cost :
submission of both the tenders: Til T Rs.2,87,39,324)- (nclusive of GST). Eamest Maney : Rs.5,74.7861- Period of
200112026, 15:00 hrs. Dabe and lime of Completion - 10 (Ten) Months (Including Maonsoon period). Lasi time & date of
opsnia £F Ak Iha aders: Pt i ﬁfﬁmﬂbﬁ ' {viFr gwied ) | | submission af tender : 16.11.2026 @ 9.30 A M. The bid forms and ather defads can
11, al 5 fa. For furthar : o =

details, pleass s waw. reps. gowin el sfisern ;nbimmdﬁunﬂre:dhsrtem | n.!a:d ;'H“n " %0

araz| | DOPR/C/w0Pe/2026 wfiin Foadion s srengy vianbealion | regerdng leatder. /oo P - Z333za0,

Like 15 o 7 facebook.comWesternRly

fal GREATER CHENNAI CORPORATION
- Bus Route Roads Department

B.RR.C.No.B3 | 3600/ 2026 E-ﬂpﬂ‘l‘l Tender Notice

e-0pen Tenders are invited for the following work in Two Cover System are invited by the
Superintending Engineer /| Bus Route Roads Department under two cover system for the
following work as per details furmished below:

Name of the work : Relaying of a folal of 8 Nos. of Bus Route BT Roads endor Chiof Minsler's
Integrated Uruan Devalopmeant Misson (CMIUDM) in Zone-3, 4 & 5 (2 Packages).

Approx, work value per package: Min. Rs. 303.93 Lakhs, Max. Rs.418.51 Lakhs,
E.M.D: 1% of Tender Valua

Due Diate and Tirme for Submission of tender 03,12.2026 uplo 3.00 pm

Tender opening date and tme: 03.12.2026 @ .30 pm.

Far more information see waww. tntenders_ gov.in and www.chennalcorporation gov.in

email id - pwdmahe@gmail.com
N 250 DHPALY Press MADNTI2026-2T

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER

«53 KALLAKURICHI-Il COOPOERATIVE SUGAR MILLS LTD., C.S.11

s Kachirayapalayam - 606 207 - Chinnasalem Taluk - Kallakurichi District - Tamil Nadu
Re.Mo. 3300/26-2T/P1/M.A. Date: 22 102026

E-TENDER (OM-LINE} WOTICE FOR DESIGN MANUFACTURE, SUPPLY, ERECTION AND
COMMISSIONING OF 250 50.M HEATING SURFACE AREA DYNAMIC FUICE HEATER IN THE GUANTABLE
EVAPORATOR (A2 per our attached technical apacification].

Cniine bids are imvited through e-tender portal Mttps:itmendars.gov.in from fe marutacturers | suppliers of
DESIGH MANUFACTURE, SUPPLY, ERECTION AND COMMIZZIONING OF 250 SQ.M HEATING SURFACE
AREA DYNAMIC JUE HEATER M THE QUANTABLE EVAPORATOR [A8 per our attsched technical
speciication) to Kallakurchi-Il Co-ap. Sugar Mils Lid., Kachirayapaiayam — 506 207.

1. Last date and time for submisslon of 237112028 at 11.00 AM.
Part-| and Part-ll in the above porial
2. Part-l {Technical bid) apening 27.11.202% at 1.00 PM.
3. EMD Re. 50,0004
4. Part-li Price Bid recefved through e-tender will be opened afer evaluation of Part-l tender.
5. Blds In physical form will not be accepted. G

o Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation

Telophona Mo ; 0421 - 2240153
TENDER NOTICE
Bids for Selection of Service Provider for Collection & Transportation of Solid
Waste through various activities to the Designated Processing Facility ! Dump
Site / Depositing Centres and Operation and Maintenance of Micro Composting
Centres {MCCs) in Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation for 18 months
1. Bids are Invited from eligible and reputed agencies for the Selection of Service
Provider for Collaction & Transportation of Solid Waste through various activities to
thie Designated Processing Facility / Dump Sita ! Depasiting Cantres and Operation
and Maintenance of Micro Composting Centres (MCCs) in Tiruppur City Municipal
Corporation

2. The details of the bid shall be obtained from web portal ; www.intenders.gow.in
and Corporation website . hittps:/ www.tnurbantree tn.gov.initiruppur

3. The tender document shall be downloaded from 30.10,2026 from the portal

Roc.Mo. E1 7 5863 / 2026 Dated: 28.10, 2028

5. The tast date for downloading the tender document and the |ast date for uploading /!
submission of filled up tender document is upio 3.00 PM on 30.11.2026.

6. The received bids will be opened at 3.30 PM on 30.11.2026 at the office of Tiruppur
City Munictpal Corporation,

7. The value of each project, Bid Security — (RTGS/e-BG), and the eligibility criteria for

the bidder etc,, are given in the bid document.
Commissioner,

DIFR/3ICATENDER 2025 Tiruppur City Municipal Corporation

DIPR/ 3312 MEMDERZA26  Superintending Engineer, {Bus Route Roads Department) DiPR 1 3283 1 Tenoer | 2026 Dirict Revanus CMcsr ) Adminisirator [FAC)
HINDOU RELIGIOUS AND GHARITABLE ENDOWMENTS DEPARTMENT

= QOVERMMENT OF TAML HADU ARULMIGU SUSRAMAMNIYA SWAMY TEMPLE, TIRUCHENDUR

G ] MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION AND WATER SUPPLY DEPARTMENT @ E-ALCTION NOTICE

i e sckon vik siscroni: mods I -fuction b scherdled 1o be sonducted thcegh MSTT to grant bowses for 3 perod of v s ke eadous cobgoniie:
of seling teems 2eionping 1o e Anilmiga Sebe v Terapla. a5 par e tetalls gran beiow

[ oetets 1508 Licarca porm it [-cin
T 1 ADE

E-n.chion i kit

TESIC| 50 ) Airige braeraayusary Tt (£ |
Tiecndar { 25-27 | S00E, Dodee 17122

| Lmsras for coflaciiag B cocirts frows For braiong &a pr offerrg (il Theagai|
i Arviriu Thoonops: Wirewaga: Sempie and Velos Yissiamn biiesioss
| Thcaia Tor colacking Ll Bat CFued by Giwsues &
Arukraga Sussimaana By Tans

| Dierm 1 s coeaest and il seling, Walk 5 ooy wilin T
| diukge 3 ety Tiruly peTia

| Lactims lor maling sorchiduionn] Facuati l han s koves . oraas hal WETCGRTAMTIg) s.,a-m -.,m- &
| Paxibarkks Waséapam o Arriga Satrrarirmar lompe Tiachardar | 3627 | A015E, Dl 1E. 1 3056
v dulaks rogmrding B Eamest Monay Dupesl [EVD) renuised | parksipats e E-forion, foms asd oondiaon of thi Baeeos, as8 oBar tknant
vioaTegdicnn, ibarveatial persercs Ty conlae] B Tamphs Offies i pation dusng sfon fours of visll e WSTC wibalie: s Vwais il Sesorsedin son’
ared Fipe Mwww meicagi oo, They ray slo oo e WETC Helplng o a oilmiag rombecs: BOR0ST0T, QRS0S4 10T, SRS 13, HOR054 104
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D4PR | 2849 | TEMDER | 2026
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www.intenders.gov.in Bids for Selection of Service Previder far Collection & Transportation of Salid Waste through varisus activities
: e f o to the Designated Processing Fatility] Dumg $ie/ Depositing Centras and Qperation and Maintanance of Mitro
4. Pre-bid meeting will be on 12.11.2026 at 11.30 AM ai Tiruppur City Municipal Compasting Cantras [MCCH) in Cuddatone City Muriclpal Corparation foe 18 manths
Corporation. (R sammu,rm Dated: 28,10, 2006}

&, Arerachalam, WA, BL B Andmrsgan
Joinl Commissionsr | Excutive Oftcar - L Yantha, & Sebaral ?"f*-l'":"&'-ﬂm P. Prabtedaran Chairean of tw Baard of Trestets
)
Government of Tamil Nadu

Municipal Administration and Water Supply Department

Cuddalore City Municipal Corporation

—
B .En-_

Bids. g initad Srom slgitiis and mpuoed sgendies o 1he SEBEON ol Senace Frowder for Coliection & Trangamanion of Soid
Wasie through wirious. activites to the l)ewund Processing Facliey] Dume e Depositing (entres snd Operation and
Maimenance of Micre Compasting Tentres (MCs) in Cudcalere Oty Munitipal Corporation.
2, Toe details of the bid shall be obtained from web postat “wwslisdenders.govsn”™ and Corporation websibe:
comewr cuddakee@m.gein
The tander doooment shall Ba doweslnaded Trem 30,10, 2026 o the portal mwminbnders.gavin
. Pre-Bid messtineg mil bean 12,11 2026 2 3.00 Pl a2 Coddakore Gy Municipal Corparation

. The las3 date for downiading the tender document and the laat daie for wplcading [ submisson of Alied up tender document |5
up 10 3,00 P, on 301 1,2006

The mgevad bids will be npaned ac 330 P M o8 320.11.2026 at the oMce of Cuddalons Cioy Muricipal Comparating
Thevakss of gach propct, Bid Sequriy - [RTGS e-BE), and the egisiig cricaria Sor the biddar ofc, &% gisen in thi Bid doousan

W oA

-4

Commessionesr

DIPE.3314/ Tender 12075 Cuddabore City Municipal Corporation.

ouoteExpress

Government of Tamil Madu

Municipal Administration and Water Supply Department

Sivakasi City Municipal Corporation

THE SECRET OF

Hld! Far Selectian of Service Provider for Collection & Transportation of Salid Waste thraugh varicus sctivities
to the Designated Processing Faclivtyf Domp Sitef Depositing Centres and Cperation and Maintenance of Micre
Compasting Cantres (MCCs] In Sivakas] City Munstipal Corporation for 18 meaths
|Roc55948/2026/H1, Dated-2%.10.2026)

GETNGAREAD
B ETTNG
AT

R

m300PM. on 30T LIME

1. Bids are mviied drom eligible and repated sqendes for the Seecion of terace Frowder for Coliestion & Trarsporason of Sobd
Wasle though wericus aftivites o e Dedignatsd Procding Fetiling Dumg SRe! Depssiting Cantres d Operation and
Wialneenanc af Micnd Composting Cantras (MCD
The dinails of (he bid shall be tlstained fem wel gorat “wand tabandans gav,” and Corporation welssile: commr shakgsif rmpnn
The tender dooument shall ke dovsinaded from 30102026 from the portal were. inbenders.gev.in

Pre-bid meating wil be on 12172026 a1 11.00 AM at Svakars icy Munitipal Corporation.

The lasr dane for doswnbaadang tha render doommant and the Lt date for uploadineg sibesission of 1Hed op tendér dooesem is up

The raceived hids wil be npened at 230 PM. on 30,11, 20025 at the office of Svakasl ity Munidpal Corporation
T. The vabe of gach project. Bd Secuiey - [ATG/a-BEY, and the elgibibty criver iy Soe the badder alg, s graven in Efe Bid dotuseni

n Svalrsl Dy Municipal Corparation

DIFE 3307 Tander /101E

pet K THEH e

Commassioner

TAMIL NADU HOUSING BOARD
CHEMNAI CIRCLE-I
Erratta

In the tender notiicalion pubdished on
25.10.2026 in the Indian Express nowspaper-
regarding the engagement of an archibectural
consuliant for the construction of 76 rental
residential units under the THGRHS schems at
e Omandurar Government Estate in Chennai
(R.B. Mo, 31718, Part IV Al the Earnes] Maney
Daposit (EMD}amount was publishad incomactly,

It is informed that the Earmest Monoy
Daposithas baen revised to Rs. 48, 5000,

Suparintanding Enginaer

DHPRY 3315 TENDERS202E Chennad Circlod

Sivakasi City Municipal Corporation.
o SBl State Bank Of India
Centralised Ratail Aszet Managemeni Call (CRAMCE}

Mo, 157, 3rd Flear, 5B Anaex Building, Aena Sakai, Chennai - B0D DO
Phione: D44-2ESA0018, (84-2B540017. Email: rwerame Backa@sbico.in

CANCELLATION OF E-AUCTION SALE NOTICE

T the kind attention of cur Saly Notice Dated 14102026, We
have pullished E-Auction on 24.11.2026 Sale Notice Tar
Borrower: Mr. Rajendran. E, 5/0, Mr. Elumalal, putlished in
Dy News Papers The New Indian Express and Dinamani -
Channai Edition on 16.10.2026. Dee to Adminisirative issues
the said sale has bean Deferred. This i= for kind information
1o all prospective buyvers.
Date : 29.10.2026,
Place ;: Chennai

Autharized Dffcer,
SBI CRAME, Chienmal

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL Ill, CHENNAI

& Floaor, Additional Office Building. Shasiri Bhawan,
Haddows Road, Nungambakkam, Chennai 600 006

DRC No, BI2026
Canara Bank, Kellys Branch
..Certificate Holder
V-
Mis_ Aslam Exports & 2 Others
-..Cerificate Deblors

DEMAMD NOTICE
Hotics undier Sactions 25 o 28 of fa Recowery of Dabls and
Banknagriiy Act, 1950 Jas amended from S o ime] and
T Rule 2 of Second Schecuie 1o the Incoma Tax A 131
[+]

1. M/s. Aslam Exports,

Rag by ils Proprietor Mr.5 Raja Mohammed,
Mao.21, First Floor, Shaik Ali Subedar Strasd,
Pariamat, Chennai - $00 003,

2. Mr.5.Raja Mohammed, 5o Mr.N.Sirajudsan
Mo.21372, First Floor, Katiur Sadayappan Sireet,
Periamat, Chennai - G00 003,

3. MrMN.Sirajudeen, Sio Mr.Nagoor Gani,

Droor Mo 28, KPS Nager, Poochinaickanpatti Rosd,

Candigul

1. Inwigw of the Recovery Cartificale DRC No. BI2028
mewed on 12.03.2026 by the Hon'ble Presiding Officer,

Debls Recowary Tribunal- 3 Chennal, under Sub Sectiong

7 and 22 of Section 19 of the Recovery of Debis and

Bankruptcy Act, 1993 (as amended from fime to times) in

ferms of Order daled 19009/2025 in O& Mo 13372019

spacifying that an amount of Rs.38654,600.3%-

|[Rupees Three Crore Eighty Six Lakhs Filty Four

Thousand Six Hundred And Paise Thirly Nine Only]

togather with Compound intersst & 15.80% per annum

with manhly rests, from 22.12.2018 0 the dale of
reafization along with costs, is dues [ recoverable from you

Interme of the DRC.

2. You are hereby called upon to deposit the above sum

within 15 days of the recaipt of this notice o the Cartificate

Holder Bank, failing which the recovery shall be mads as

e e Erxlant rules,

3. The Cerificate Debbor No

hotce refurmned unsersed.

4. Therefore the Tribunal ordered for papes publication of

Demand Molice in one issus of English & Tamil Edition, for

senvica to be complated by way of substiuted serice. The

nexlt dale of hearng is fixed on 29.01. 2027 at 11.30 A.M.

for your appoarance
Given under my hand and seal of this Tribunal

on this 26" day of Delober 2026,
{P.PREMKUMAR)]
RECOVERY OFFICER

Tand 3 service of Demand

DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL lll, CHENNAI
& Floor. Additional Office Building, Shastri Bhawan
Haddows Riosd, Bungambakiam, Channal 500 026

DRC No. 118/2025
Canara Bank, Koyambedu Branch
|Erstwhile Syndicate Bank)
Cartificate Holder
- Vs-
Mis_Siva Sakihi Metals & Another
-.Certificate Debiors
DEMAMND NOTICE
Molice under Sactions 25 to 28 of e Racovery of Dabts and
Bankraglsy &cl, 1993 [as armended bom S 1o line] and
Rule 2 of Second Schocaka 1o the Incama Tax At 1551
To
1. M/s.Siva Sakthi Matals,

Rag by ils Proprigtorixz, Mrs. M, Sumithra

Mo40, Pillayar Koil Streal,

Maduravoyal, Chennai - G00 095,

2. Mrs, M. Sumithra, Wio. G.Muruganantham,

Proprietorix of Mis. Siva Sakthi Matals

Hawing Offica at No.40, Pillayar Koil Straet,

Maduravoyal, Channai - GO0 095,

&

Mrs. M.Sumithra, W/o.G_Muruganantham,

Mo.B, Rajeshwarl Streed, Ramapuram,

Channai - 600 089,

1 In view of he Recovery Cerlificale DRC Ne,
11812025 issued on 04.09.2025 by the Honble Presiding
Oilficar, Debts Recovery Tribunal- 3 Chennai, wnder Sub
Sections T and 22 of Section 18 of the Recovery of Debis
and Bankrupboy Act, 1993 (as amended from Bme bo time)
m tarms of Order dated 21.03.2025 in TA No. 2502023
specilyng hal an amoun! of Rs.58,90 404.55/- [Rupees
Fifty Eight Lakhs Minety Thousand Four Hundred
Feur And Paise Fifty Five Only] togeter with
Compound interast @ 13.50% par annum with monthly
rests from date of 03.08.2019 1l the dale of realization
ahong with costs, is dues recoverable from you in terms of
the DRL
2. You are hereby called upon to deposit the abowve sum
withan 15 days of the recaipl of this notice o the Certificals
Holder Bank, failing which the recovery shall be made as
el e ectant rules,

3. The Certificate Debtor Mo, 1 and 2. serace of Demand
MNobse retumed unsersed,
4. Therefone the Tribunal ardered for paper publication of
Demand Notice in ona issua of English & Tamil Editon, for
senace o be completed by way of substiuted service. The
nant date of hearing is fived on 29.01.2027 at 11.30 AM,
for your appesrance.
Giwen under my hand and seal of this Tribunal on
this 26" day of QOctober 2026,
{P.PREMKUMAR)
RECOVERY OFFICER




THE NEW

Y INDIA

CHENNAI

mm,ss

BUSINESS

FRIDAY 30.10.2

‘US BTA to protect sensitive sectors’

PUSHPITA DEY @ New Dethi.

UNION Commerce and Industry
Minister Pivush Goyal on Thurs-
day said the proposed India-US
trade deal had been negotiated
to safeguard the interests of In-
dian farmers and other stake-
holders while giving India a
“yery strong comparative
advantage”.

Addressing the ISID-IDEA
Fourth National Conference,
Goyal said the agresment wonld
not compromise the interests of
farmers and expressed confi-
dence that it would be welcomed
by the public.“US free trade deal,
once details are out, the people
of India will celebrate that nota
single sensitive interest of our

_EXPRESS READ
Cognizant revenue
increases 4.6%in Q3

NEW DELHI: Cognizant
reported revenue of $5.6 bn for
(3 of 2026, up 4.6% from a
year ago, as growth In financlal
Services, communications,
medla and tech supported |ts
performance. The IT firm
expects full-year 2026 revenue
growth of 4% to 4 4% In
constant currency terms.  ENS

—
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H1pharma exportsup
5% at$16.13bn

NEW DELHI: Indla's pharma
exports grew 5% to $16.13
Billkor I the first half of the
current fiscalyear, driven by
strong demand from Europe,
ASEAN, and Latin America, as
per Pharmexcll data released
on Thursday. Shipments stood
at $15.38 blllion In the same
perlod last flscal year. ENS

ECB filings rise 5.6%
toZ8.13 bnin August

MEW DELHI: Total external
commerclal borrowing (ECE)
filings by corporates Increased
by 5.6 per cent month-on-
month to USD 8.13 billion In
August, supported by the
Reserve Bank of India's (RBI)
speclal USD-INR Forex Swap
facility, according to the
central bank’s data. ENS

farmers or any stakeholder has
been compromised. On the con-
trary; India will stand at a strong
comparative advantage,” Goyval
said. Defending the govern-
ment's trade pacts against oppo-
sition criticism, Goval said he
had not come across any flaws in
the eight free trade agreements
(FTAs) concluded by India sofar
that could adversely affect do-
mestic industry

“I don't know what they criti-
cisa, but I have the courage of
conviction to announce that
once details of the US trade deal
are out, the people of India will
celebrate that not a single sensi-
tive interest of our farmers or
any stakeholder has been com-
promisad,” he said.

@ﬂ

| have yet to
cCome Aoss
anybody who
could finda
single flaw in any of the

eight FTAswhich are concluded, and
details are out in the market

— Piyush Goyal, commerca minister

/.

India and the US announced
on February 7 that thev would
pursue a bilateral trade agree-
ment (BTA). Negotiations hayve
focused on securing better mar-
ket access for Indian exporters
and a competitive advantage
over rival suppliers to the US.

However, a subsequent US Su-

preme Court ruling invalidating
the Trump admin's reciprocal
tariffs reshaped the US tariff
landscape. India has also raised
concerns with Washington over
threat of sanctions linked to its
purchases of Russian oiland an
additional 10% Section 301 tariff
on Indian exports.

India is seeking a deal that
would improve its export com-
petitiveness against conntries
like Bangladesh, Vietnam, Indo-
nesia and Cambodia in the US
market. Defending the other
trade pacts concluded by India,
Goyal said, “I have vet to come
across anybody who could find a
single flaw in any of the eight
FTAs which are concluded, and
details are out in the market.”

Diesel crisis boosts RIL as
exports hit 18-mnth hlgh

Exports surge comes as global dlesel supplles fall after W Asla crisls

RAKESH KUMAR & Naw Deth

RELIANCE Industries emerged
as the biggest beneficiary of a
global diesel supply crunch, ex-
porting an estimated 541 kbd
{thousand barrels per day) in Oc-
tober 2026, the highest level in
the 18-month period, according
to data from maritime intelli-
gence firm Kpler

Private refiner Nayara Ener-
oy was the second-largest ex-
porter, shipping about 39 kbd in
October. The supply shortage
boosted India’s diesel exports,
Which rose to 700,000 barrels per
day (bd) in October 2026, highest
level since September 2025, “In-
dia's diesel exports hit 700 Kbd
in Oct'26, the highest since Sep-
tember 2025,

Record refinery runs, max dis-
tillate vield and strong cracks
are driving exports. With runs
about 5.65.7mbd, exxports should
stay strong, though robust de-
mand will limit upside,” said
Sumit Ritolia, lead research ana-
Iyst, refining & modeling at
Epler, in a post on X.

The export surge comes as glo-
bal diesel supplies have contract-
ed sharply following the West
Agia conflict. As per the Interna-
tional Energy Agency’s (IEA)
0il Market Report 2026, global
gasoil output averaged 26.4 mbd
in G2, down 1.5 mbd Yo¥ Output
in Q)2 was estimated at 27.2 mbd,
adecline of 1.7 mbd.

Equitas CEO quits amid
allegations of conflict of
interest, stock falls 20%

BENN KOCHUVEEDAN & Mumtal

CHENMAIT-basad Equitas Small
Finance Bank has said its MD
and CEO PN Vasudevan has de-
cided to resign with immediate
effect, citing a “persistent per-
ception of conflict of interest
linked to his daughter’s associa-
tion witha non-banking finance
firm.” The sudden development
led toits shares plunging 20% on
Thursday:

The NBFC in question is the
Chennai-based Unico Housing
Finance, promoted by Varshini
Vasudevan Pathangi, daughter
of Vasudevan. It was incorpo-
rated in March 2023 when Var-
shini was about 19 with a paid-
up equity capital of 240 crore.

Sources said the sudden resig-
nation and the board acceptance
of the same followed a series of
queries from the Reserve Bank.

Banking regulations mandate
that a CEO of abank can't be an
owner of aNBFC or be related to
a promoter of one. Unico is head-
ed by Babu Vellingiri as the chief
executive and earlier worked
with Cholamandalam Invest-
ment & Finance, a company
from where Vasudevan also be-
gan his career The board while
accepting his resipnation, asked
him to continue until a succes-

S0 tales over

As per Tnico's website, most
of its top leadership is either
former emplovees of Cholamarn-
dalam or Equitas SFB, including
its chairman N Rangachary, who
was chairman of Equitas SFB,
which began as a microfinance
lender and converted itself into
a small finance bank in 2016,

Following surprise develop-
ment, the bank's shares fell 20%
to 52.11. “Sometimes percep-
tions are stronger than reality”™
Vasudevan said in his resigna-
tion letter, as per an exchange fil-
ing by the bank on Thursday He
claimed his position as the
bank's MD and his daughter’s
role as co-promoter of the NBFC
are within the regulatory frame-
work. In the filing, the bank said
it got a letter from Vasudevan
conveying his intention to step
down immediately, and he want-
ed to pursue social initiatives.

RESIGNATION COMES AFTER QUERIES FROM RBI

Sources sald the sudden reslgnation and the board acceptance of
the same followed a serles of querles from the Reserve Bank.
Banking regulations mandate that a CEO of a bank can't be an
owner of a NBFC or be related to a promoter of one

SUPPLY CRUNCH PUSHES
DIESEL PRICES TO $220 BL

Supply crunch has

:‘@
Z has prompted

dlscussions between

Trump and Putin on supplying dlasat

to global markets

Prolonged conflicts in oil-pro-
ducing regions have disrupted
crude supplies and reduced the
availability of diesel, a key fuel
for transport, industry and the
movement of goods. The Russia-
Ukraine war and Ukrainian
drone attacks on Bussian refin-
eries have damaged Russia's re-
fining capacity and reduced its
ability toexport fuel.

The supply crunch has pushed
diesel prices toabout $220 a bar-
rel in Europe and the 175, The
gituation has prompted discus-
sions between 1S President Don-
ald Trump and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on
supplving diesel to global mar-
kets to help lower fuel prices.
Trump has also waived certain
sanctions, restrictions and du-
ties under the Sanctioning Bus-
gia and Iran Act, citing US na-

pushed diesel prices to
$220 a barrel In Europe
and US. The situation

00
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' Diesel exports
India did in
(et 2026, the
highest level
since Sept
1045

tional interests,

Reliance, which operates the
Jamnagar refining complex in
Gujarat, is India's largest ex-
porter of petrolewm products. Its
diesel and gasoil exports in-
creasad from nearly 483 Kbd in
September and 463 kbd in July,
following a sharp recovery from
an estimated 322 Kbd in June
2026, Shipments had previously
peaked at around 495 kbd in Sep-
tember 2025,

f
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FINMIN PEGS GDP
GROWTH AT 7.35%
IN Q2 OF FY27

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
i@ Mew Delhl

FINANCE ministry has esti-
mated the country’'s real
GDF growth at 7.35% in the
July-September quarter of
FY27, which is 15basis points
higher than the Reserve
Bank's @2 projection of
7.2%. However, the ministry
cautioned about ‘considera-
ble' uncertainties arising
due to high oil prices, rising
food inflation and an uncer-
tain outlook for kharif crop

“Building on growth of
7.8% in &1, the Department's
nowcasting model estimates

real GDP growth at 7.35% in
G2FY27,” the ministry said
in its October monthly eco-
nomic review (MER).

MNow casting is the predic-
tion of the very recent past,
the present, and the very
near future state of an eco-
nomic indicator. The
nowcasting model, first
adopted in the Economic
Survey for FYZ26, estimates
FY27 GDP growth at 7.3%,
higher than the upper band
of 7.2%, which was suggest-
ed in the Economic Survey
earlier this vear

As highlighted by the Min-
istrv of Finance, domestic
demand, sustained invest-
ment activity and structural
reforms are expectad to sup-
port growth through the re-
mainder of the financial
vear. With the recent GST
process reforms likely to
ease compliance require-
ments and working capital
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Ministry cautions about
iconsiderable’ risks

The milnistry cavtioned about
‘corsiderable’ uncertainties arsing
due to high oll prices, food
Inflation and an uncertaln outlook
Tfor khanf crop. Now casting Is the
prediction of very recent past,
present, and near future state of
economic indicator

constraints for businesses,

Additionally; healthy cred-
it growth and trade pacts are
likely to provide additional
SUpport to consumption, in-
vestment and exports. While
the Ministry is confident of
sustained domestic growth,
it flagped the risks posed by
global price shocks, noting
that their impact on growth
figures varies depending on
the importance of affected
commodities in a country’s
production, export and im-
port baskets. “Overall, ro-
bust domestic demand, sus-
tained investment activity a
resilient financial sector,
and proactive supply-side
management have under-
pinned India‘s growth resil-
ience =0 far Uncertainties
remain considerable,” stat-
ed the ministry.
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IDBI Bank sale
followed due
process, says
government

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Dethi

THE Centre on Thursday de-
fended the process followed for
IDEI Bank sale, saving the sec-
ond round of bidding was con-
ducted under powers delegated
to the Core Group of Secretar-
ies on Disinvestment (CGD) and
that the reserve price was nei-
ther increased nor reduced.

Finance ministry clarified
the initial round of bidding
was conducted in 2025-26 under
the Department of Investment
and Public Asset Manage-
ment's (DIPAM) indicative
guidelines, which allow flexi-
bility in strategic transactions.
First round became functus of-
ficio — ceased to have effect —
after initial bids were not ap-
proved, itsaid. The clarification
comes amid gquestions over
process adopted for the sale, in
which the Centre and LIC are
divesting a majority stake.

The ministry said there was
no pre-determined benchmark
for bids and that bidders val-
ned the bank before submitting
confidential offers. Independ-
ent valuation agencies were ap-
pointed to assess enterprise’s
fair value, which was then
compared with the bids to de-
termine whether the offers
were reasonable. The bid-dis-
covered price and valunation
could be higher or lower than
each other, it said. The Centre
cited a provision in request for
proposal (RFFP) stating if the
highest bid fell below reserve
price, the government would
decide further course of ac-
tion, and qualified bidders
could not subsequently ques-
tion that decision.

Mkt up 1% as Fed keeps status quo

ARSHAD KHAN @ty Da

DOMESTIC equity markets ends
their losing streak on Thursday
with sentiment buoyved by the 175
Federal Reserve's decision to
keep interest rates unchanged,
despite crude oil prices remain-
ing elevated at about $115 a bar-
rel. NSE Nifty rose 1.05% to close
at 22,936.75, while BSE Sensex
gained 1.24% to settle at 74,151.
“Positive reaction of Fed's
policy meet outcome Was seen in
the rate-sensitive sectors as
strength in FMCG, BFSIand Re-

alty names contributed mean-
ingfully to the day’'s gains. Mar-
ket participants largely looked
past elevated crude oil prices
which continue to hover
above TTS$110/bbl and
remain a key macro
risk for import-depend-
ent economies such as
India,” said Sunny
Aprawal, Head - Funda-
mental Research at SBI
Securities.

He added that cride oil prices,
geopolitical developments and
the evolving interest rate out-

look across major economies
will continue to influence inves-
tor sentiment. While these fac-
tors may keepmarkets volatile
in the short ran, domestic
fundamentals remain rel-
atively resilient and
should provide support
to equities over a longer
time horizon. said
Agrawal.

Following the September
2026 rate hike, the US Fed decid-
ed to hold the rates steady and
signalled a calibrated, data-de-
pendent approach.

IT cos maintain margins as Al gains offset cost pressures

PADMINI DHRUVARA! @ Bangaluru

COUNTREY'S major IT services
companies largely maintained
or improved operating margins
in the July-September quarter,
as Alled productivity measures
and tighter cost controls helped
offset subdued client spending,
pricing pressure and economic
risks in key overseas markets.

TCS reported an operating
margin of 24% , unchanged from
the previous quarter, while Info-
sys held its margin at 21%.
HCLTech's margin rose 131 basis
points sequentially to18.2%, Tech
Mahindra’s increased 40 basis
points 10 14.8% . and Wipro'sups0
basis points at 16.5% in &2

Reyenue growth remained
modest at some of the largest
firms. TCS reported YoY con-
stant-currency growth of 2.8%,
While Infosys grew 1.5%. Wipro's
IT services revenue was flat se-
quentially in constant currency
and rose0.6% YoY . HCLTech re-
ported 2.6% YoY constant-cur-
rency growth, while Tech Mahi-

ndra recorded 7.2%.

Companies pointed to antoma-
tion, operating discipline and
improved delivery efficiency as
Ways to manage costs while in-
vesting innewservices. HCLTech
said its internal Al initiatives
helped improve margins, along-
side a stronger contribution
from advanced Al services. The

Inleo net loss at31,879 cr, mgnals more
fare hikes to offset high jet fuel prices

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAL (@ New Cethl

INDIGO has no choice but to
consider increasing airfares to
offset elevated aviation turbine
fuel (ATF), or jet fuel, prices,
CEOWillie Walsh said on Thurs-
day after the country's largest
airline reported a consolidated
net loss of ¥1.872 crore for the
July-September quarter of this
fiscal (Q2FY27).

The loss is primarily attrib-
uted to aircraft fuel expenses,
which rose 67% to ¥0,967 crore
in Q2FY27 from ¥35,962 crore in
GEFY3. “We have no choice but
to look to hike fares in an effort
to offset some of very signifi-
cant increase that we've seen in
the fuel bill,"” Walsh said, adding

that jet fuel prices will
be high in the Decem-
ber quarter as well. He
estimated IndiGo has recoy-
ered only around 60% of the in-
crease in fuel costs through fare
hikes and other measures.

“We haven't been able to off-
set the very significant increase
in the fuel bill. We estimate,
similar to many airlines around
the world, we've probably recoy-
ered about 60%,” Walsh said.

Following a re-escalation in
the West Asia crisis, all major
airlines in India revised and re-
introduced fuel surcharges. Ear-
lier this month IndiGo, which
controls nearly two-thirds of In-
dia’s domestic air traffic, re-
introduced fuel surcharges

>y

FUEL COST

P Loss |s primarly attributed
to the alrline's fuel expenses

Expenses surge 67% to
29967 cr In QZFYZT Yoy

aRwanue from ops rses 26%
Yo¥Y to?23,364 crin Q2

ranging from F375 to F10,000,
depending on the route and
sector. Revenue from opera-
tions rose 26% Yo to 23,364
crore in G2FY2T.

business generated $219 million
in the guarter, up 78% year on
Vear in constant currency

Duringearnings call, HCLTech
gaid it could “offset Al-related
deflation™ while expanding its
core services and advanced AT
business. Tech Mahindra high-
lighted role of Al in delivery Its
management said it was “inten-
sifying use of Al to improyve pro-
ductivity, optimise delivery ef-
fort, and strengthen execution
economics” across fixed-price
ard outcome-hasad programmes,
TCS said operating leverage and
CUrrency gains partly mitigated
headwinds, even as it invested in
strategic partnerships, hiring
and future capacity

Revenue growth modest
at some of largest cos

Revenue growth remalned modest
at some of the largest firms. TCS
reported Yo constant-currency
growth of 2.8%, while Infosys grew
1.5%. Wipro's IT services revenue
was flat sequentially In constant
currency and rose 0.6% Yo

Al Inltlatives helped
Improve margins: HCL

HCLTech sald Its Internal Al
Inltlatives helped Improve
margins, alongside a stronger
contribution from advanced Al
services. The business generated
$219 min In 02, up 78% YoY Incc.

Asmn Paints proﬁt up 7.5%;
inflation squeezes margins

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU @ New Dethl

ASIAN Paints on Thursday re-
ported a 7.5% vear-on-year in-
crease in consolidated net profit
at #1,067.6 crore for the Septem-
ber gquarter, as strong sales
growth across domestic coat-
ings and international markets
was partly offset by rising raw
material costs and pressure on
operating margins.

Consolidated net sales rose
16.9% to $9.953.9 crore in the
guarter ended September 30,
while profit before depreciation,
interest, tax and other income
(PBDIT) rose 3.6% to ¥1,557.1
Crore, COUNtry's largest paint-
maker said in a statement.

The PEDIT margin contract-

ed to 15.6% from 17.7 % a year
ago, reflecting the impact of
sharp raw material inflation
and supply constraints linked to
geopolitical disruptions. The
company said it absorbed part
of the cost increases to protect
consumer demand while imple-
menting calibrated price hikes.

The board declared an inter-
im dividend of ¥5.75 per share,
equivalent to 575% of the
face value.
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After missing out at auction, Tanisha helps Delhi

GOMESH S @Chennal

WHEN Tanisha Singh went to
bed on Wednesday, she was dis-
appointed. The Delhi all-round-
er's name did not come at the
Women's Premier League anc-
tion and was understandably
upset. In her own words, her
mood was “off” but she knew
that in a few hours, she would
be walking out to open the bat-
ting for Delhi in the senior
women's T20 match against
Hyvderabad.

Whatever disappointment
she felt — Tanisha had gotten
out for a first-ball duck while

FRIDAY 3(),10.2

batting in the middle-order duar-
ing the previous match and
then did not get a team at the
anction — was put on the back
burner when she arrived at the
MCA Ground 2, Gahunje, Pune
and had pre-match hits. Over
the next few hours, she led the
charge for Delhi with a 47-ball
119 as the team posted a world
record total of 252/6 before beat-
ing Hyderabad by 108 runs. Pri-
va Punia {28-ball 539 and Shweta
Sehrawat (8-ball 26) played their
part as Delhi broke the record
held by Goa (257/2 vs Arunach-
al Pradesh in 2019-20) for the
highest total in a domestic T20

26

match. Delhi's 262/6 is also 11th
highest in all women's T20s
with all ten before coming in in-
ternational cricket.

While batting in the middle,
little did they know about the
record. All Tanisha and the rest
of the Delhi players had inmind
was to put on a big total and
wrap things up soon against
Hyvderabad. It was only after the
maich thev got to know about
the world record total.”It fieels
really good. More than my cen-
tury, the fact that our team won
is what matters most. We let the
other teams know that we are
scoring such massive totals,

WITHEYEONBIG PICTURE,

INDIA SEEK MOMENTUM

ODI stars Join team as visitors look to bulld towards T20I clean sweep

GOMESH § @Chennal

THE T20I series is already in
the bag. There are two more
matches to go, including the
fourth one against MNew Zea-
land in Auckland on Friday,
but the Indian camp has their
eve on the big picture with the
ODIregulars including captain
Shubman Gill joining the
nets.

Gill and EL Rahul, who was
already in New Zealand with
the India A team, have arrived
in Auckland where the first
0ODI is set to be played next
week and hit the strides with
the T20I team in the nets. Ra-
hul had a disappointing outing
with the India A team while
Gill is coming on the back of a
Ranji Trophy fixture with Fun-
jab in the second round. And it
seemed like head coach Gau-
tam Gambhir worked closely
along with Rahul and Gill.

After all, they know what is
at stake. The T201 series though
important at the international
level, in terms of context, the
OD1s and Tests that follow hold
more significance. And both
Rahul and Gill will have a sig-
nificant role to play there. So
much so that there are plans in
place for the two multi-format
players to leave the ODI squad
after the third game and pre-
pare for the two Test matches,

Though that is at least a cou-
ple of weeks away, one of the
beneficiaries of the planning in
place is T20I vice-captain Tilak
Varma. The Hvderabad batter
has grown leaps and bounds in
the last few months especially
gince he got the leadership role
within the set up. And Tilak
has repaid the faith of the
coach and selectors too by step-
ping up hig time in the roleof a
finisher. Now, he would be a
part of the ODI set up too when
the Test regulars leave the
squad to prepare for the red-
hall matches. After all, the mes-
saging from the coach has been
clear about the planning and
standards that need to be met.
“Gautam sir (head coach Gan-
tam Gambhir) made it clear in
team meetings that this is a

’ e

Head coach Gautam Gambhir with 00| capain Shubman Gill in Auckland | sea

CANNZ
BOUNCE BACK?

After the hammering in the third T20I,
hostswill be keen to get their first win..

Changes In combination

Having already secured the serles,
Indla could make some changes
and experiment especially with
the bowling attack. It will be
Interesting to see If Varun
Chakravarthy comes back in.

Home advantage

One of the biggest challenges at
Eden Park, Auckland Is the shape
of the venue. With tiny stralght
boundarles and large square,
vlsiting teams tend to struggle.
Wew Zealand would want to make
the most of |t

New Zealandvs Indla, Auckiand | Live on
Somy Sports Network, 12.30PM

long tour and the standard we
set as a T20 side will provide
momentum for the ODI and
Test squads,” Tilak said ahead

Shrivalli & Diya get
qualifying wildcards

CHENNAI: The organisers of the
WTA 250 Chennal Open 2026,
have given qualifying wildcards
to Shrivalll Bhamidipaty who has
a ranking of 640 at present and
Dlya Ramesh the upcoming
youngster from Tamil Nadu.
Shrivalll Is making a comeback
after recovering froma

back Injury.

Tilak's ability and range as a
batter, what seems to have
pleased the team management
is how he has taken to pressure
down the order especially after
batting in top three most of his
career. And the move came with
a mindset change for Tilak.

“1 already had the power
game; I have scored runs at
number three as well. Mow, bat-
ting at number five or six, I
think about going for a bound-
ary off the very first hall only
if it's there to be hit,” he ex-
plained. “Otherwise, I focus on
taking the game deep. I take a
bit more time. Initially, I focus
on singles and doubles, finding
gaps for fours or two runs,” he
added.

The vice-captain has his eves
on a clean sweep even as India
would look to experiment in
their bowling department. “We
are thinking this is a great op-
portunity to achieve a clean
sweep. The next goal is to win
the upcoming match and give
the Indian crowd a great chance
to witness a 540 series win.”

The first stop would be to

of the fourth T201. beat MNew Zealand in Auckland
While there wasnodoubtson  and take a 4-0 lead.
Squash: Yusha, Unnati
Trophy: Indiabeat China emergechampions
JALANDHAR: Skipper and JAIPUR: Yusha Mafees and Unnat
dragflicker Harmanpreset Singh Tripathiwon thelr maiden U-19
and striker Sukhjeet Singh scored  boys and girls crowns respectively,

a brace each In front of the home
crowd as Indla defeated a
youthful China 5-2 to reglster
thelr second consecutive win at
the ongolng Aslan Champlons
Trophy hockey tournament here
on Thursday.

beating the top seeds on the
concluding day of the Sub-Junior
& lunior National Squash
Charmplonship. Nafees beat
Maharashtra's Purav Ramibhla In
stralght games, while Unnat
defeated Akanksha Gupta.

MI part ways with Malinga,
Mhambrey & Hopkinson

Delhi all-rounder Tanisha Singh | FLE pec

which is a great thing,” Tanisha
told this daily after the match.
“Regarding the WPL, obviously,
there was disappointment. But
life is such that von have to keep

moving forward. I didn't carry
that fieeling into the next day I
batted well in the pre-match ses-
sion, and then translated that
feeling into the match. It felt in-
credible to know we achieved
that record,” she added.
Posting big totals and play-
ing the aggressive brand of
cricket is something Delhi
women haye been consciously
trying to applv Head coach
Deepti Dhyvani had spoken
about it in the team meetings
and Tanisha knew the target
was to getat least 50 runs. When
she got a no ball up front and
pulled it for a boundary, the

Mumbal Indlans on Thursday announced that they have parted ways
with bowling coaches Lasith Malinga and Paras Mhamibrey, as well as
flelding coach Carl Hopkinson ahead of the IPL 2027. The exit of the
three coaches Indicated a complete overhaul of the coaching setup, as
head coach Mahela Jayawardene was replaced by Kleron Pollard.

make world record

23 vear-old went into a one and
did not look back. “Owver the
last three yvears, Delhi has besn
performing exceptionally well
in batting. That performance
stems from players getting used
to playing a certain way on a
good wicket where the ball
doesn't move much, it's flat,
and the outfield is fast, where
singles are replaced by fours
and sixes, resulting in fewer
dot balls,” Deepti said.

DPL Influence

Both the coach and the all-
rounder credited the Delhi Dis-
trict Cricket Association’s state

women's league — Delhi Pre-
mier League — for the exposure
and chance to play in televised
matches. Tanisha called it a
“fantastic platform"” for cricket-
ers to learn on and off the field.
Coach Deepti credited the tour-
nament for the confidence it
gave the players. “The platfiorm
we got from DPL changed our
approach. DPL provides us
proper wickets and day-night
matches, which are very rare in
women's domestic cricket.”
Deepti said. Brief smres: Delbl 262/6 In
20 ovs (Tanisha 119, Priva 53 bt Hyderabad
1548 In 20 ovs (Trisha BO, Sumiti 3/28).

Full story: new indianexpress.com

History beckons for wrestler Manisha

FIROZ MIRZA @ Chennal

IT was her father, Suresh, who
motivated her to take up wres-
tling around 14 vears ago. Un-
fortunately when Manisha
Bhanwala started gaining a rep-
utation as a wrestler, her father
passed away after suffering a
heartattack. Hours after she left
her home at Siwaha village in
Jind district of Harvana to
board a flight for Mongolia to
take part in the 2022 Asian
Championships, Suresh left for
heavenly abode.

It's been more than four vears
but the 29-vear-old wrestler be-
lieves her father is still with her
and guides her in case of need.
And Thursday was no different.
On a day when she made the
a8kg final at the ongoing World
Championships in Astana, Ka-
zakhstan, Manisha and is only a
bout away to script history
Manisha said she never missed
her father as he is with her all
the time. “He (father) is alwayvs
with me. I still talk to him when
I fee] the need and he guides me
in whatever way he can,” Mani-
sha told this daily from Astana.
Manisha began her campaign
with a dominating win by fall
against Laurence Beauregard
of Canada in the pre-gquarterfi-
nals before getting the better of
Mongolian Bolortuva
Ehurelkhuu in the next round.
She wasup against local fayour-
ite Altyn Shagaveva in the semi-
final but the Indian defeated her
by fall to storm into the final,
where she will face Abigail Eliz-
abeth Nette of USA on Friday

But before Thursday, she has
suffered heartbreals thrice at
the Worlds. Despite competing
in three straight World Champi-
onships starting from 2023, she
could never finish on the podi-
um. One of the reasons was her
weight category Before switch-
ing to the 57kg weight category,

Lifter Mirabai
withdraws from
World Cships

ACE weightlifter Mirabai
Chanu's first competition in the
new weight category ended pre-
maturely as she was forced to
withdraw from the ongoing IWF
World Championships in Ning-
bo, China due to a back issue on
Thursday The Manipuri lifter
was scheduled to compete in the
S3kg weight category in Group
B. Before Thursday, she had
competed in 48kg and 49kg
throughout her career. With the
international body (TWF) revis-
ing the Olympic weight catego-
ries for the 2028 Games, Mirabai
moved up to 53kg. Meanwhile,
her compatriot Gyaneshwari
Yadav finished eighth in the
adkg. Competing in Group C, she
heaved a total of 198kg
(88kg-+110kg) to top the group.

Hockey: Indian Railways seal semifinal berth

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennal

INDIAN Railways (RS5PB)
booked their place in the semifi-
nals after dominating the tour-
nament with three wins and one
draw, the latest being a thrilling
4-4 draw against Punjab Nation-
al Bank (PMNB) on Day 8 of the
47th All-India MCC-Murugappa
Gold Cup hockey tournament
held here on Thursday

Naveen Antil scored hat-trick
godls in the last four minutes to
help Punjab Mational Bank

(PMB) hold Indian Railways
(RSPBE) to athrilling 4-4 draw in
the first match. In the last
league match, Indian Navy beat
Malaysia Hockey Confederation
- Juniors 42 to secure a place in
the semi-finals.

Rupam-Subhankrita palr
stuns top seeds

Rupam Sardar and Subhankri-
ta Datta stunned top seeds Aar-
on Farias and Suhana Saini to
make the mized doubles main
draw on the second day of the

WTT Feeder Chennai 2026, of
Tamil Nadu, at the Tamil Nadu
Physical Education and Sports
University here on Thursday.
The 14th seeds won their final
qualifving round match 3-2 (4-
11, 11-6, 11-2, 811, 11-8) and will
meet Manay Thakkar and
Taneesha KEotecha in the Round
of 16.

Racing: 130 entries for 2W
Challenga Rouna 3

After a six-week break, the
MRF Indian MNational Racing

Challenge 2W 2026 will resume
at the Madras International
Circuit here this weekend {Oct
30-Moy 1y with 130 entries and a
schedule of 18 races organised
by the Madras Motor Sports
Club. With stakes being high,
the competitors will haye their
hands full in striking a fine bal-
ance in prioritising scoring
points and pushing for awin in
the third round. The situation
makes for some intriguing con-
tests as was the case in the pre-
vious two rounds.

Manish Bhanwala (L) after her semifinal triumph on Thursday | vww

she competed in quite a few divi-
sions from 65kg to 62kg to So0kg.
“When I started, I didn't know
which weight category to
choose. In 62kg I was doing good
but my short frame (5-feet
2-inch) was proving to be a de-
terrent as most of the European
wrestlers are tall and that made
it difficult for me to compete
against them. I had already
competed in three Worlds with-
ot a positive result and the 2028
LA Games were also approach-
ing, so1 decided to move down
to 57ke,” she added.

Manisha competed in the
a7kg division at the 2026 Asian
Games but lost to Japanese ace
Akari Fujinami in the quarter-
final. Fujinami was then
shocked by North Korean wres-
tler 5im Son in the semifinal de-
priving Manisha a shot at the
medal via repechage round.
“That loss in Japan broke me as
it was my maiden Asiad and I
toiled for more than a vear to

finish on the podium in the
event. I didn't visit my home in
the last one year to prepare for
the Asian Games. I also started
doubting myself after it but the
good thing was I managed to
comme out of it.”

Manisha was desperately
waiting for the Worlds to make
up for the loss and even decided
to compete in the 59kg fearing
the small gap between the two
events might cause issues, “My
father always used to say ‘you
have to finish a job if you have
started it". And now I have a job
in hand. I will give my best in
the final,” Manisha said. If she
finishes on top of the podium,
she will become the first woman
wrestler from the country to
clinch a gold mexdal at the World
Championships. “The stakes are
high as no Indian woman wres-
tler has won a gold in the Worlds
s0far SolTwant to win gold now,”
signed off Manisha.

Full story: newindianexpress.com

Bronze for
Tanu in her
first Sr Worlds

FIROZ MIRZA @Chennal

IT was Tanu Sharma's maiden
senior World Championships
and she was up against experi-
enced Wiktoria Choluj of Po-
land in the qualification round.
The 26-vear-old Polish wrestler
used her experience to oVerpow-
er the 20-vear-old Indian 12-2 to
make it to the next round of the
Tike weight category

Theloss on Wednesday served
as a wake-up call to Tanu, who
recently won a silver medal at
the 1720 World Championships.
The Haryana wrestler gathered
herself to win two back-to-back
outs a day later tofinish on the
podium. She
first edged past
5-4 Zaineb
Sghaier of Tu-
nisia in the re-
pechage round
before defeating
Precious Rosan-
na Bell of the
USA 85 to pock-
et a bronze medal.

Danghter of aSanskrit teach-
er, Tanu is the lone athlete in the
family It was her uncle Naren-
dra Fauji, who initiated Tanu
into wrestling and on Thursday
he was a delighted man.

Heartbreak for Sujeet

Meanwhile, India’s Sujeet Ka-
1kal suffered a heartbreak as he
lost against Tajikistan's Abdul-
mazhid Eudiev in the men's
aakg guarterfinals (3-3 on crite-
ria). It was Eudiev, whom Sujeet
defeated in the Asian Games fi-
nal, toclinch gold but he couldn't
repeat the feat in Astana.

Tanu Sharma

Karnataka secure first win of season

SWAROOP SWAMINATHAN
@ Myzum

EARMNATAEA picked up their
first win of the Ranji Trophy
season as they beat Tripura just
after lunch on the fourth and fi-
nal day at the SDNREW ground
inside the University of Mysore
campus. Coming into the match
with just two points in as many
games, they were under pres-
slre not just to win, but to win
big to kickstart their campaign.
In the end, they achieved that
objective as they picked up even
the bonus point by enjoving an
innings victory in unusually hot
conditions for this time of vear

The win lifted them to fourth
place, but they continue to trail
Hvderabad, Saurashtra and
Punjab in Group B. With just
one game remaining before the
break for the white-ball formats
in the winter, Vinay Kumar and
his charges know thev have to
use this as a platform to go omn a
winning run.

On a still largely good wicket
for defensive batting on Thurs-
day; the overnight Tripura bat-
ters had safely negotiated the
first 30 minutes to raise visions
of a famous draw against a fan-
cied opponent. That's when V
Vyshak, who was warming up
with a medicine ball next to the
dugout after play had com-
menced, produced the break-
through. It prompted an out-
pouring of relief through the
home team. Manvanth Kumar
got in on the act as well to nip
the fightback. The pacers drew
firat blood for them before Shre-
vas Gopal picked up another
fifer at this level to signal the
end of the game. In the record

Al
Karnataka Ranji team captain Shreyas
Gopal in action | PEmME

books, it will say that Earnata-
ka beat their opponents by an
innings and 116 runs, dominat-
ing by any metric. But Kumar
saw plenty of scope for improve-
ment. While the coach was hap-
by with the win —“my first win
alsoas acoach” —he was cogni-
zant of the fact that they did
struggle at times. “We could
have done much better as a
team,” he said after the match.
* The kind of standard we have
as a Karnataka team, I think
much better performance is ex-
pected from the players.” He
was also slightly critical of the
batting unit. “Felt like the bat-
ting was a bit defensive. We
could have been a bit more at-
tacking and put more pressure.
They could have definitely
plaved a bit more freely” How-
ever, he did qualify those com-

Veteran Viharl out
for the season

Hanuma Viharl, who Joined
Tripura lastyear, will
continue to remaln
unavallable for them for the
remalnder of the season.
Viharl has Informed us that
he will not play this season
because of personal
reasons,” coach Satrajit
Lahir| told reports after the
game. “ don't know what
the personal reasons are. It's
a big blow because last
s2ason also he scored a3 lot
of runs.” Still only 33, Viharl,
capped 16 times by Indla,
featured In thelr first match
aof the season but had missed
the last twa games.

ments by citing that the surface
was hard for stroke-making.
“But when I spoke to the batters,
they said the pitch was not that
easy It was keeping low. With
smaller teams like this (Tripu-
ra), they know their business
and stick to the basics. That is
why the batters felt it was not
that easy to score runs,” Vinay
gaid. “However, we can't give
that kind of excuse. We could
have been a hit more agpressive,
especially because we hadn't
Won our previous two games.”
The one big positive, accord-
ing to the coach, was the way
the youngsters stepped up when
the occasion demanded them
to.
Brlef scores: Tripura 194and 18010 78] ovs
( Paul 50, Mamvanth 242, Viyshak 231, Gopal
5/36) bost to Karnataka 400°0 dacl In 144 ovs.

Full story: new indl anex press.com
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REFURBISHED ¢
PREMIUM PHONES®

RAKESH KUMAR @New Dot

5 rising smartphone prices make
new devices more expensive, con-
sumers are increasingly turning to
refurbished phones and exchange
offers to own premium models.
Smartphones priced aboyve 50,000
are seeing the fastest growth in
both trade-ins and refurbished sales, accord-
ing to data from Cashify, a platform for uy-
ing, selling and repairing electronic devices.
Trade-ins of smartphones priced above
F50,000 have more than quadrupled, while re-
furbished sales in the segment have more

than doubled. This indicates that consumers  31% cheaper than their new counterparts. “ Inthe .
continue to aspire to own premium de- efurhished
: Smartphoneexchanges rise 25%5 f FEIUMDIsne

vices but are exploring cheaper ways during festive season | market, the

to buy them. S Ifﬁr SEE r ~ iPhoneld |
reco 5% increase . continues to lead /

New smartphone sales et 3 5 ot -

under prassure in smariphone exchange vol . |nsalg§_'__»

The shift comes as India's new smart-
phone market faces pressure on sales
volumes. Smartphone shipments fell 26%
year-on-vear in the July-September quarter
of 2026, according to Omdia. Counterpoint
Research has also projected a 12% annual de-
cline in smartphone volumes during the fies-
tive season.

According to Counterpoint Research’s lat-
est report, iPhone 18 Pro series is seeing un-
even demand across major markets, with a
29% jump in sales in China masking declines
in the US and Japan. Global sales of the
iPhone 18 Pro and Pro Max rose 3.1% year-on-
yvear in the first three weeks after their Sep-
tember launch, surpassing sales of the iFhone
17 Pro series during the corresponding period
last year

However, the growth was largely driven by
China, where better product availability and
price increases by rival Chinese smartphone

-4 wstamcelin
NDTICE

All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidianes for procurement of
Goods, Works and Services are available on website of Coal India Ltd.
www.coalindia.in, respective subsidiary Company (Western Coalfields
Limited] https:/iwesterncoal.in, CIL &-Procurement portal
hitps:licoalindiatenders nic.in and Cantral Public Pracurement Portal
https:/feprocure.gov.in. Procurement of goods and services {if available
on GeM Portal) are done through GeM partal only https:iigem.gov.in.
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makers helped Apple gain ground. Excluding
China, global sales growth would have been
gignificantly weaker, Counterpoint said, high-
lighting the dependence of Apple's latest flag-
ghip phones on a few markets.

Makul Eumar, co-founder and chief market-
ing officer of Cashify, said rising prices were
changing how consumers bought preminm
smartphones. Befurbished smartphones offer
significant savings. Prices are 26% lower for
devvices in the ‘superb” grade and 36% lower
for those in the ‘best value® grade.

Refurbished iPhones in the superb grade
are about 25% cheaper than new models,
while refurbished Android devices are around

umes during the festive sea- v o] B
son, while the total value of :
exchanged devices rose 40%.
The average trade-in value reached
#15,105. Motorola and Google record-
ed growth of 79% and 74 %, respec-
tively, in festive upgrade and
trade-in activity Samsung
registered the largest in-
crease in volume.

September and October ac-
count for 21% of Cashify’s annual
trade-ins, while the October-December
period contributes 32% highlighting the im-
portance of the festive season for consumers
looking toupgrade their smartphones through

exchange offers.
Demand shifts tonewer IPhones

The iPhone 13 remains the most traded-in
iPhone, accounting for 23% of all iPhones ex-
changed, although activity for the model has

3t

Sales of iPhope 18 Pro-and
Pro Mt were 31% higher

than that of previous

L ¥

.

remained flat. Trade-ins are increasingly
shifting towards the iPhone 14, 15 and 16.

In the refurbished market, the iPhone 13
continues tolead in sales, but demand is mov-
ing towards newer generations. Refurbished
iPhones priced above 350,000 hayve recorded
nearly double the unit sales and are the only

model 3wks after launch

Metros.

refurbished iPhone price segment performing
above a normal month’s leyel,

Smaller cities are also emerging as impor-
tant markets. Tier 3 and smaller markets re-
corded 49% growth over the previous festive
season, compared with 39% across the six

VEER SURENDRA SAl UNIVERSITY

OF TECHNOLOGY, BURLA
P.0: Engineering College Burla (Siddhi Vihar],
Dist: Sambalpur, Odisha-768018, India
Website : www.vssutac in, E-mail; registrar@vssut.ac.in,
Ph:{0B63)2430573, Fax- 2430592
Mo.: VSSUT/ETC 21612026
TENDER CALL NOTICE
44001/69/2627: Sealed bids, in two separate covers (Technical bid and Fi-
nancizl bid) are invited from original manufscturers [ authorized suppliers
[ authorized dezalers for the supply, installation, commissioning, mainte-
nance and demonstration of various equipment software licenses and de-
welopment tools (EDA Tool License, Crop Monitoring Drone with Thermal
Camera Setup, GPU and Data Server) under the sanctioned AICTE-RPS non-
recurring grant for the Project *ASIC Solution for Al-Based Precision Agricul-
ture” for the Department of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineer-
ing. VSSUT, Burla, Sambalpur. Odisha, The tenders shall reach the office of
the undersigned through Speed [ Registered Post / Courier services only
on or before 17/11 /2026 up to 4.30 PM.

Far more details, please visit cur university website wwwi.vssut.ac.in,
The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the tenders
without assigning any reason thereof,

Date: 28.10.2026

¢» Indian Overseas Bank

Thamaraipakkam Branch (JZT2): Ko 1574041, A50 Compla, Themeraipatham X Road.
Ammanampakiar Vage. Thrwaie Distict = B11100 kob: B389 51272 & Email id- nb327 5ich bank in

Ll EEL POSSESSION NOTICE lareiietlanial LT

‘ihereas The undansigned being the Aubhorised Officer of the Indian Dversess Banik under
e Securiisation and Reconstrustion of Financal Assels and Enforcement of Security Interast
Act, 2002 and in axercisa of prwers confiermed under saction 13(12) read with ruie 3 of e Security
irtaresl (Enlarcement] Rulies, 2002 issued a Demand Matice Dated 09,02 2016 caling upan the
Borrower 1 1.Mi5.Kan Vin Wiring Solutions Pvt. Led. [Rep. by its Managing Direcior] N2,
Mo 270, Galaxy Control Road, Ponnizmman Megar, Avarampakiam, Chenra-500 D62,
DirectorWortgagor/Guaranior: 2. Mr.R.Batya Gananathan, 5l K Rajagapalan, No 10
O Biock, Ganapaty Colony, Annanagar East, Chennabfi0d 102, Director‘Guarantor:
IMr3Verugopal, 3f Screvasan, Piol MNoT5, Saenpath Streel, MNarasimman Magar
Thalisvaram, Kanchipuram Dist - 603 203, Director: 4.Mrs.Fremalatha Rajagopalan, No. 101
& block, Ganapathy Colony, Arnanagar Easl, Chenna - 800 102 (heseinatier relamed fa a8
Bormowars | Morigagoer | Guaranlor) b mpay the amounl meniioned in e nolice boing
08,62, 495" |Rupsss Minety-Elghl Lakh Sixty-Two Thousand Four Hundred and Minety-hine
oriyl total dues as on 31,04, 2016 with furthar imerest at confraciual rabes and rests, charges alo
il data of reakzalion within 610 darys from the dais of receptof the said notice.

The: tbomowers having falied o repary the amount, notice & heneby given to fhe bormowarns and the
peatiics in el thal the undersigned has taken possession of the properdy described
hereln bebow in exercize of powars conferred on him! her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read
wih Fule &ofthe said Rules on this 28" day of October of the year 2025

The bormowers in particular and the pubic in general are hereby cautionad not to deal with e
peoperty and any dealirgs with the property will be subyect io the crarge ol irdan Chverssses Bank
for am amount of ¥ 98,682,498 (Rupeas Nineby-Eight Lakh Sixty-Teo Thousand Four Hundred
& Minety-Hing only) wifh ineres] Maneon & coniracius rales & rests as agresd, charges el
from the aftrasaid date mantionad in the demand notios §F date of payment less mpaymants, #
&y, mane sfier seuance of Damand Motice. The duss payable on the date of ating possession is
# B2,74, 16235 [Rupess Eighly-Twe Lakhs Seventy-Four Theusand One Hundred and Sihy.Two
s Thirgy-Five oniy) paysble with further rianest at contractual rates & rests, chames elc., #l
chate of perytrent

The borrowens atlention is invited bo provisions of Sub-section (8] of the Secticn 13 ol the Act,
in respect alfime available o them, io redesen the secured assets.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Kalure of Sscurity: Morgage: Land [ocated al Plot No. 1A, Varadharajapuram Main Road,
Bharathi Nagar, Lakshmipuram, Adt Village, K Taluk, Kanchipuram
District Owned by Mr.R.5atya Gananathan, Gramanatham Old Survey No. 361114 Part, Mew
Survery Moo 36914 Shuated m Aathanur Village, Sriperumbudur Taluk, Kancheepuram
Dislric, Extent: 245,00 Sq. Mis. or 2637 Sq. FI. [Vacant Site] Boundaries: North by: SiHe in
Survey N 35115 belongs 1o Mr, Nancakisnane, Seof by, Siie in Survey NoU 35113 belongs 1o
Wrs, Srisankani, Eagl by Rasd, Wiest by Survey Mo 36196,

IN THE DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL - i,
AT CHENNAI
Bif Floor, Addilional Office Building, Shasiri Bhavan,
Chennai-GR000E
0.A. No. 106 of 2026
State Bank Of india (IFSC: SEINOD1T338)
RACPC,
MoG0, RA, Piaza, Mount Poongmalles High Road
Ayyvappanihangal, Chennai-BR00se
Fep, by s Chiel Manager (Mainlenance] ...
-Varsus -
Mr. Selvaraj, 2o, Subbaiva,
Mo, 351, Mansion Site Police Quaners.,
Greams Road, Chenns-800006
Alsg at: Mr. Selvaraj, 5'o. Subbaiya,
Flat Mo 5Q2/'5, 15t Floor, TN Pofice Housing
Caorporation Limited Medaxottaiyur, Chennat-G00127.
... Delendant
SUMMONS TO DEFENDANT THROUGH
SUBSTITUTED SERVICE

Whereas the above named appiicant bank has filed the
above relerred O.AMo:106/2026 In this Tribunal for
recovery of sum of Re,22,07, 0400 (Rupees Twenty Two
Lakhs Ninety Seven Thouwsand Nine Hundred Forty
Onily) fram the dedendant,

Whamas the sarvice of sssmmons/notice could not ba
affecied in the ordinary manner and whareas subslituled
service has been ordored by this Hon'ble Tribunal, and
henca this notice throwgh Paper Publication

You are therefore requested to appear before the
Hon'lle DRT-HI, Chenmal in person of through a duly
Instructed counsel end fe writhen statement on of before
18.11.2026 at 10.30 a.m and show casse as o why rellefs
prayed for should not be granted.

Take MNofice thal i case of defal, the OUA, shall bo
haard and decided in your absencn, inaccordance o law

B. Jawahar, Advocate,
Counsel for the Applicant

Applicant

Dato: 2B.10.2026,
Place: Thamaraipakkam

Authorised Officer,
Indian Chvarseas Bank

OIPR-44001 /440061 77 . REGISTRAR Further we infrmste you that Te eafier pasaession noticedl, 28,08 2016 issiesd to wau slands
-'r "F fm‘ m‘ 5I:|,||' withdrawn [ cancaled dun o adminslmale measons

LET Finan<e Limited

Registered Office: LAT Finance Limited, Brindavan Building

Plat Na. 177, Kalina, C5T Road, Mear Mergedes Showroom -

Santacruz (East), Mumbai 400 098 ’nance

CIN No.: L67120MH2008PLC1ET1E33

Branch office: Chennai

POSSESSION NOTICE
[Rule-8{1}]

Whereas the undersigned being the authorized officer of LAT Finance Limited {Erstwhile, LAT Finance Holdings Ltd), under the Securitization and Reconstrsction
of Financial Assets and Enforcament of Security interest Act, 2002, and in exercise of powners conferred by Section 13{12) of the said Act read with [mele 3] of the
Seourity Interest [Enforcement) Rules, 2002 jssued a demand notices call fing upon the Bormower Co-barrowens and Guarantors 1o repay the amount mentioned in
the demand notice appended below within 680 days from the date of receipt of the said notice together with further interest and ather charges from the date of
demand notice 1l paymentrealization, The Borrower’ Co-Borrowers’ Guarantors having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrower! Co-
Borrowvers! Guaranton and public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the property described herain undes in exercise af pownars conferred on
hirmmvhier under Section 13 of the said Act read with rule & of the said Rules on this notiog,

Loan Bosrowar's) Dcr.narbd Notice Date and Typa
Account | Co-borrower/s & Description of the Mortgaged Proparties “Gutstanding of Possession
Mhemiber Guarantors Name Diate Takon

Amoaunt (T}
CHMHL1300 | (11 Thulasidas § As All That Piece And Parcal OF Land, Bearing Door No 53, Comprised | 17,07, 32026 |As. 7790676, 1%, 2102026
0141, Borrower And Old Survey No. 298 Part, Ts. No. 176, Ward No, D, Block No. 22 As Per as on date Symbaolic
CHNHLT900 | (2) Maruthi Blow Tambaram Town Survey Field Register Extract in Mo 16532014 Dated 14072026 Possession
0168 Fast Through ks 068.12.2014, MNew T4 Mo, 17603, Measuring An Extent Of 2400 5g.1t
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wm | and cybersecuri
RAKESH KUMAR @ New Delnl
OOGLE has announced Gemini 4
Carbon, its latest artificial intelli-
gence (Al) model, with improved
coding capahilities, advanced cy-
bersecurity features and the ability
to handle complex tasks that may
take several days to complete.
The company said the model ranked
first on the Artificial Analysis Intelli-
gence Index, with a score of 59.
It also recorded improvements in soft-
P ware development, reasoning and tasks
| 'T that require Al agents to work through
i multiple steps with limited human
E intervention.
- vin Gemini 4 Carbon builds on Gemini 4
JU | 'L Argon, which Google launched two weeks
ago. The company said its teams had test-
Delhi, Bengaluru ed Carbon on complex engineering prob-
together lems, including identifying the root caus-
account far es of bugs and fixing them across large
0% of software systems.
refurbished
smartphone Focus oncybersecurity
sales A key feature of the new model is its abil-
— ity to identify software vulnerabilities,
Hyderabad assess Wwhether they can be exploited by
Chennai, Pune attackers and develop fixes.
and Gurugram are Gemini 4 Carbon scored 88.2% on SEC-
perfarming 4-7% abaye bench Fro, a benchmark that tests the
their normal levels, while ability to find security flaws in real-world
siles in Trivandrum, software.
Nashik and Rajkot have It scored 54.8% on ExploitGym, which
nearly doubled evaluates vulnerability exploitation, and
71% on CWE-bench, which tests the abil-
ity to fix software weaknesses.
Google said the model achieved more
than twice the success rate of Gemini 4
Arpon in generating secure code in inter-
nal tests. Its Chrome team also reported
significantly better performance in gen-
erating software patches compared with
another advanced AT model.
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Proprietor 5. Land With 750 5q.ft., Building, Sitwated Ar Tambaram Willage,

Thulasidas, Gowindarac Street, Tambaram Taluk, Kancheepuram Districe

() Wijaya T As =

Co-borr s As Em1 By | Plot Belongs To Mr, M, Vadively |
[ Wiest By | Plat Belongs T Mr, M. Vacively |

Boundaries |

[Nomeh By | Propenty Belongs M. | Pmnghc-:h amd E.mmalan Sue-'
{South By | Plat Belongs T Mr. Fuvara) !

The Barrowern Co-borrowess! Guarantors in particular and publcin general i3 hereby' cautionad not to deal with the groperty and any dealing in the propery
wionibd be subject to the charge of L&T Finance Limited for an amount mentioned in the demand notice together with further interest and other charges from

therdate of demand motice tll paymentineallzation,

Date: 30102026
Place: Chennal

Sdi-
Authorized Officer
For LAT FINANCE LEMITED

&' CSBBank PUBLIC NOTICE ON AUCTION OF |[45 | West Mamoatam | Bavithra 101BET | 001 | 2143741.24] 19560
PLEDGED GOLD ORNAMENTS  ||4 st Moo Puiea ) 10sz4) 001 | 1EaTI4T8) 1A70f
The barsiawes in specile and inleresked biddees in peneral, e hensty rdormed Ihatan account || 47 | VRSt Mambaiam | Sulochara K OBIGEG11 002 | 271024145 Z27.8)
af non-repaymen of Ihe Barks due by (he bomawers as under despile the paymen! notice and |15 (West Mambatam [V Elarg OB2EEAT1 006 | 153615217 68130
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SILK SAREES & JEWELLERS

20,000 Sarees to Choose From
| The Largest Online Saree Collection

in the World
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SHOP OMLINE

SHOP EXCLUSIVELY ON NALLI.COM
No 6,7,8, Nageswaran Road, Opp.Panagal Park, T. Nagar

Chennai - 600017
. +01-44-24343344

W-107, Second Avenue, Near Roundtana, Annanagar,
Chennai - 600 040
2 nallifashions@nalli.com L +91-44-26212233

i nallifashions@nalli.com

ADDRESS

ADDRESS
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Shop Exclusively at Nalli.com

Choose from 20,000 Sarees | The Largest -
Online Saree Collecfion EF

in the World 4 ﬁtﬁ

el . .
SEBSLIGE 100, Usman Rd, T Nagar, Chennai 600017 | Call us; +91-44-24314900 (7 Lines)  cone aoprece
T NAGAR + ADYAR - ANNA NAGAR - CHROMEPET - MYLAPORE - VADAPALANI - VELACHERY - NANGANALLUR

INDIA: AHMEDABAD | BANGALORE | CHENNAI | COIMBATORE | DELHI | HYDERABAD | INDORE | KANCHIPURAM | KOCHI | KOLKATA | MADURAI

MUMBAI | PUDUCHERRY | TRICHY | VIJAYAWADA USA: ARTESIA, CA | DALLAS | FREMONT, CA | HOUSTON | NAPERVILLE, IL | NEW JERSEY
INTERNATIONAL: CANADA | LONDON | SINGAPORE | SYDNEY | DUBAI | SHARJAH | MALAYSIA
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For marriages crafted by you

TANISHQ
RIVAAH

|
i Wedding Signatures

Shot by Joseph Radhik
at Jai Mahal Palace, Jaipur

_‘-}.TTZ‘;T

Adoming every moment of your story.
%

This festive season, adorn yourself with Rivaah,
where the richness of temple artistry, the beauty of layered haarams,

and the intricacies of antique craftsmanship spark festivities,
and let them tell the story only you can craft.

-
] B

2301% | 120%

per gram on gold jewellery on making charges of gold
jewellery and on diamond value

Offer valid from 10th October to 8th November 2026

INDUL - E

A TATA PRODUCT

: ].KT EXTRA

on exchange of nId-:gﬁl,ﬂ and

upgrade to new designs -

Gold Rate Protection - Book in advance and stay protected against increasing gold rate*

Talk to our jewellery expert to know more §, 1800 2966 677

Buy online at tanishq.co.in fﬁ | or Download our App D > @8 "Conditions apply, For T&C visit our website.
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the modern heirloom

BY VBC

A NEW EXPRESSION OF
FESTIVE JEWELLERY

Explore a collection of light,‘wearable and colorful jewellery.

Designed to complement your festive wardrobe and be worn
well beyond the celebrations.

From

VBC Jewellers

- HOUSE OF YVUMMIDI 2-9
PANAGAL PARK

A legacy of trust and craftsmanship spanning 125 years.

DISCOVER THE VBC JEWELLERS

COLLECTION AT 15T Floor, Shop No. 11B, Nageswaran Rao Rd,
Panagal Park, T. Nagar, ®

OUR STORE Chennai, Tamil Nadu 600017 @VBCJEWELLERS  STORE LOCATION
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ENDLESS CELEBRATION

No Indian festival is complete without
the legendry Baklavas from Sree Gupta Bhavan

Baklava — King of Sweets, Sweets of Kings: With roots in Middle Eastern
culinary traditions, Baklava has long been associated with roval feasts and
hospitality. For close to 40 years, SEB has delighted sweet lovers with its

legendary Baklava varieties, bringing international taste to Indian celebrations. §

Today India is moving beyond the conventional corporate gifts like Kaju Katli

and Ladoos. S8B 5 Baklavas make a distinctive, premium statement when

expressing appreciation to employees, clients and business partners. It shows
how much you care for them because you have gone a extra mile to gifi them

something exquisitely different and memorable.

Make every celebration extraordinary with the iconic S§B Baklavas today!
For enquiries, contact: 90039 10039

( j Sree Gupta Bhavan

SWEETS | CHAATS | VEG RESTAURANT

For enquiries :
(@ +91 90039 10039
Catering contact ;
@ +91 74488 56667
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s ¥ EAST TAMBARAM
” ATRUSTED NAME. A LASTING LEGACY.
SCAN FOR THE

Call 93003 93003

No. 19, K-Block, A-1 Ground Floor, Anna Nagar East, Chennai - 600 102,

www.dacdevelopers.com Follow us on [ﬂ L_@]

DREAM ASCEND CONQUER
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AR Rahman speaks about
exploring new creative
frontiers through Moonwalk
and Ramayana, revealing
what keeps one of India’s
most celebrated composers
charged | P42
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Quiz night

October 30| Besant Nagar

Ubasti Cat Café & Lounge presents a special Halloween Harry

Potterthemed quiz night led by quizmaster Abhishek

® Bharathkumar. The evening combines themed triviaquestions
with a costume party welcomingguests dressed astheir favourite

characters, creatures, witches, or wizards alongside the resident

cafécats. 599 onwards. 6.30 pm onwards. At Ubasti Cat Café.

INDUL - E

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Dear reader, s Festive pop-up
INETEEN YEARS, = October 31 | Royapettah
COUNTLESS stories Get your shopping carts ready for The Diwali Edit .
andanenduring love affair ?rﬁe ntsft!:f by DmTcatcherh Eve nmmhhsiﬂghﬂ%r
i i estive shopping showcase brings together over
:‘::Escﬁf m’::.a?;;:fg;’;fm ¢ homegrown brands from across India, featuring festive

apparels, silverand fashion jewelleries, artisanal gifting,
home décor, skincare, gourmet treats, and live tarot card
readings. Free entry. 11 amto8 pm. At The Folly, Amethyst.

the city thathas beenour muse,
shaping our journey, inspiring our
stories and keeping us on our toes. L
From cyclones and torrential downpoursto COVID, recessions, Sy
technological upheavals and more last-minute edits than we care =
to count, we have weathered many a storm. Through thick and
thin, we have beenat the forefront, bringing you story after story,
week after week, always keeping our ears to the ground and our
eyes on the next big thing. And through it all, our passion for
storytelling has stood the test of time.

And, what better way to mark this milestone than with the
Mozart of Madras himself, A R Rahman, on our anniversary cover?
In an intimate conversation, we discover what keeps the maestro
ticking, where he finds inspirationand why, after decades at the

Halloween brunch

November 1 | Velachery

Seasonal Tastes extends the Halloween celebrationsinto
November with a themed Sunday brunch. The special

dining experience pairsleisurely afternoon dining with

@ imaginative presentations, seasonal flavours, and playful
culinary touches. #2, 799++ onwards. 12.30 pmto 4 pm. At
Seasonal Tastes, The Westin Chennai.

top of his game, he remains hungry for what lies ahead, ahead
ofhisacting debut with Moonwalk.

Thisanniversary edition also celebrates Chennai's remarkable
knack for having the best of both worlds—embracing the old
while making room for the new. The Kanjeevaram sari, with its
lustrous silks, gleaming zariand memories woven into every fold,
isfinding a new lease of life among younger wearers through
lighter weaves, playful colours and contemporary silhouettes.
Meanwhile, Madras Checks are stepping out of their comfort
zone, travelling far beyond the familiar cotton shirt and lungi
to make their mark on global runways and modern interiors.

Of course, no love letter to Chennaiwould be worth its salt
without a generous helping of food. We tuck into the city’srich
culinary heritage, from iconic messes to much-loved vegetarian
tiffin rooms, meeting the people who keep time-honoured recipes

=
o
—
>
=<

Contemporary art show

November 2 | Thousand Lights

Curated by Nivetha Mailasini, The Madras Warp brings together
16 contemporary artists in a multi-medium exhibition. The week-
long showcase features diverse personal perspectivesthrough
painting, sculpture, photography, printmaking, ceramics, mixed
media, and installationsacross modern artistic practices.

On till November 7. At Lalit Kala Akademi.

Weekday lunch

November 3 | Nungambakkam

Lunch Cluboffers a curated four-course setmenu inspired by diverse
regional Indian flavours. Designed for business meetingsand
leisurely weekday catch-ups, the experience features a signature

and traditions alive. Butwe're not stoppingat the tried and tested. ) Bombay Plate, twosmall plates, a choice of big piate, and dessert.
We also follow filter coffee beyond the humble tumbler, as chefs, $L.063 onviaras. 1ipmto 3 pm. At Bonaay Erasser.
bakersand bartenders give this beloved brew a fresh twist

in gelato, macarons, tiramisu, and cocktails.

And there's plenty more cooking in Chennai beyond its
kitchens. The city's creative spirit is cominginto its own, with
artists, designers, galleries and cultural communities adding
fresh colours to its ever-evolving canvas. We discover how
beachesare transforming into buzzing event spaces and how
the Metro is bringing performances and cultural experiences
right into our daily commutes. From heritage buffs and urban
sketchersto watch collectors and film aficionados, we shine
aspotlight on the communities thatbring people together, turn
shared interests into lasting friendships and remind us that the
best things in life are evenbetter when shared. After all, it takes
all sorts to make acity.

Thank you for being part of our journey for

19 wonderful years. Here's to more stories,
traditions worth preserving and discoveries ‘%'

o Tea masterclass

November 4 | Aminjikarai

Hayakawa Japanese Language School & Cultural Center
conductsan authentic beginner-level Cha-No- Yu(Japanese Tea
Ceremony) masterclass. The workshop series introduces
participants tothe foundational practices of the Omotesenke
school, covering traditional whisking technigues, guest
etiquette, and the philosophical principles of Wabi-Sabi. On till
November 5. 22,999 onwards (Al).11 am. At Hayakawa
Japanese Language School & Cultural Center,

uf’
AVASINGIM

Curated canvas

November 5 | Mylapore

Modern Art Exhibition: Modern: A Way of Looking explares

Indian modern art through its foundational works, ideas,

histories, and conversations. Ratherthan presentinga

@ conventional collection, the exhibition pairs significant modern
artworks with a living library of artistmonographs, rare art

books, catalogues, and archival material to encourage a

slower, more informed engagementwith Indian modernism.

On till December 19. 4pmto 7 pm. At Ashvita's.
INDULGE

waitingaround the corner. Until then, keep
turning the pages and doindulge us!

I
Cheers! Edison Thomas

Editor, Indulge

u|15
AVASHNHL

Editor: Santwana Bhattacharya
Indulge Editor: Edison Thomas
Editorial: Manu Vipin, P Sangeetha, Apurva P, Shivanilllakiya, Anoushka Kundu
Design Editor: Nitin Tuse; Designers: B Guru Swamy, 5 Chengalvarayan, M Selvamani; Photo Editor: Shiba Prasad Sahu
* k%

To adverfise, comtact: K Madan Mohan — @ 9282438111; E-mail: kmadanmohan@newindianexpress.com; For subscription, contact: Ganesh — 39940626707; CRE — @ 044-23457628,/20; Office address: Express Publications(Madurai) Private Limited,
2/41,Mc Nicholas Road, 2nd Lane, Chetpet, Chennai 600 03 L. & 044-23457701-03. Registered & Corporate Office: Express Publications (Madurai) Private Limited, Express Gardens, 29, Second Main Road,
Ambattur Industrial Estate, Chennai- 600058, @ 044-23457601-07
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DIAMOND = JADALUPOLK] = ANTIGQUE

INDEPENDENCE.

Brick by brick, choice by choice - by simply

being himself and expressing himself.
Challani was built the same way.

We express ourselves. We never follow what
jewellery is supposed to be. Because we believe

JﬁWEﬂﬁr}f is how You express }-'U‘u_'[}gﬂ]f

He is building himself by being himself.

You wear the same spirit.

JASON SANJAY

CHENNALI - 73737 36514 | MADURAI - 91691 62013 | PUDUCHERRY - 90429 16916 www.challanijewels.com | Follow us at @) (f) (@) (X) @) ©)
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COLUMN all these

yvears,hasheensucha

joy—achancetostep

out, soak up the city,
meet interesting people, and share
the things that make Chennai what
it is. So here are my top ‘faves’!

) Bythesea

Sunrise walks, sunset strolls,
surfing sessions, unsolicited life
reflections, and the occasional
existential crisis with a sea view.
Whether you're catching waves,
getting your steps in or just sitting
by the water pretending you're in
amusic video, Chennai’s coastline
has something for everyone.

) On stage

Ilove that Chennai has such a vib-
rant theatre culture. From laugh-
cut-loud comedies to thought-
proveoking plays, there’s an
audience for live performance.

) Canvas craze

From established galleries to
independent exhibitions and
experimental art spaces, there's
always something happening. I
love seeing artistes push
boundaries and audiences show

[10]

uptoengage with their work.

b Tamil pride

Thepride,the passion, and theway
peoplefiercelylovetheirlanguage.
From iconic film dialogues to
everyday conversations, Tam-
il isn't just a language here; it's
an emotion.

) Staying active |
Running groups, Pilates
studios, padel courts,
pole dancing. cycling
communities, and people
heading out for early morning
workouts. I love that fitness is
becoming such a big part of the
city’s lifestyle, with so many ways
to find vour tribe.

) Notes of Madras

From Carnatic concerts and the
legendary December music season
to live gigs and contemporary
performances, Chennai has music
in its DNA. Few things are as
lovely as a city that continues to
make room for both tradition and
new sounds.

) Coffee moments

Probably one of the most exciting
pointers for me. Filter coffee in a
traditional davara tumbler or a flat
white at a neighbourhood café —1
love that we have room for both.

b Cricket fever

Cricket isn't just a sport
here; it's a conversation

starter, areason to gather,
and occasionally a

reason for an entire household to
become emotionally invested in a
match. The city’s love for the game
is infectious.

» Movie mania

Tamil cinema is so much more
than entertainment. It's part of
our identity, our language, our
conversations, and our collective
memory. From legendary stars to
freshtalent,there'sadeepemotional
connection between Chennai and
its cinema.

) City bites
Where do I even begin? From a
crisp dosa and excellent sambar to

birivani, and the city’s growing
restaurant scene, Chennai has
something for every appetite. The
best part is discovering places that
become your favourites for years.

» Madras chic

Ilove the way traditional weaves
coexist with contemporary
silhouettes, independent designers,
and experimental labels. Chennai
has its own fashion identity, and it’s
exciting to see homegrown talent
bringing fresh ideas to the table.

b Locallingo

The expressions, the humour, the
effortless comebacks, and the way
a simple sentence can say so much.
Madras slang has personality. It's
cheeky and unmistakably local.

) Retail therapy

From the wonderfully chaotic
streets of T Nagar to curated
boutiques, designer stores,
and pop-ups, Chennai offers
every kind of shopping
experience.

) Creative circles

Artists, designers,
musicians, performers,
photographers, and
entrepreneurs are con-stantly
making things happen. I love that
there are people creating spaces,
starting conversations, and
building communities.

) People of Chennai

The warmth, the wit, the opinions,
and the ability to turn an ordinary
interaction into a memorable
conversation. There’s a familiarity
to Chennai thatIlove. It might take
a moment to find your people, but
once you do, there’s a lovely sense
of belonging.

) Love for literature

From old-school bookshops and
literary festivals to poetry readings
and book launches, Chennai has a
lovelyrelationshipwith the written
word. And in a world of reels and
15-second attention spans, that's
pretty special.

» The go-getters

There is something exciting about
watching people build their own
brands, launch businesses, and
pursue ideas they've believed in.

» Built to bounce back

Chennaihas weathered challenges,

difficultmonsoons andunexpected

setbacks, yet it always finds a

way to move forward. There’s

a quiet strength to this city

and its people that deserves
more appreciation.

» Madras memories

The heritage buildings,
familiar neighbourhoods,
traditional homes and little
reminders ofanotherera. [lovethat
even as Chennai grows and chan
ges, there are pieces of old Madras
that remain.

_wh_ere'

PALOMA RAO

TV Host and Lifestyle Influencer:
FPaloma Rao gives you a ringside view
to the biggest parties in town.

: #ﬁ
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Pondy Bazaar | Oliver Road (Mylapore)
www.palamsilk.com | +9173388 72222
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Luxurious celebrations call for truly excep-
tional gifting, and Khushiyan delivers sheer
opulence with its range of magnificent
hampers. Whether you choosethe thought-
fully structured Opulence Box, the gener-
ous Festive Blessings, or the lavish
Deepavali Royale Hamper, each exguisite
parcel brims with premium dry fruits, truf-
fle-popped chips, artisanal chocolates,
handcrafted diyas, and traditional sweets.
Thesebespoke assortments are designed
to delight family members and comporate
associates alike, filling every home with
warmth, radiance, and festivecheer.
73,999 onwards.

At Hilton Chennai, Guindy.

Seasonal treasures

Celebrating thespirit of giving with a fine
selection of traditional favourites and
festive sweets, three distinctively curated
hampers are designed to make your
seasonal celebrations memorable. From
The Traditional Hamper featuring regional
snacks likeChettinadu thattai murukku
and Tirunelveli halwato The Festive
Hamper collections brimming with
artisanal chocolates, organic honey,
gourmetcoffee, and aromatic jar candles,
these bespoke assortments bring warmth
and joy to every home. 22,200 onwards.

At The Raintree, 5t Mary's Road.

Festive expressions

Celebrate Deepavali with these festive
hampers, featuring traditional Indian
delicacies, gourmet treats, and premium
indulgences. Inspired by India's artistic
heritage, the packaging showcases motifs
drawn from kalamkan, banarasi, kasuti,
kasavuand pichwaitraditions. From mithai
boxes to thoughtfully assembled premium
hampers, the collection offers elegant
gifting options for loved ones, festive
gatherings and corporate celebrations.
7499 ++ onwards. At Hyatt Regency
Chennai, Teynampet.

12
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Lrafted for oepaval

A city-wide edit of Deepavali hampers that puts
Chennai’s craft, flavour and creative spirit
inthe spotlight

This festive season, we present a curated hamper collection that draws inspiration from across Chennai.
Assembled in collaboration with thecity's independent makers, artisanal studios, and heritage establishments,
each hamper reflects the diversity, craftsmanship, and cultural richness that define thecity.

&

Ritvah

| RANPYEE
W PP PR

H
i
|

i

1
<
3 ‘.'m-“tpnu--“u.-tl;l!
LS

Cacao and confections

Uniting the timeless richness of Indian traditions with the avant-garde artistry of contemporary confectionery, this exquisite
festive collection brings together traditional flavours and contemporary creations. The Ritvah selection offers signature mithai
boxes, festive tea cakes, fudge brownies, and curated hampers like the Grand Curation and Majestic Collection, featuring
innovative delicacies such as hazelnut besan laddoo and pista pumpkin seed burfi. Complementing these heritage sweets, Fabelle
contributes luxury chocolate gifting options, including the PrismaBougquet, Elements Reimagined pralines, and dessert-inspired
truffles that reimagine global favourites like tiramisuand banoffee pie. Prices for Ritvah hampers startat 23,299 (Mithai box at
#2,399); Prices for Fabelle bougquets and collections startat ¥795. AtITC Grand Chola, Chennai,

Mythic chronicles

Transform your seasonal celebrations
into a unique experience by combining
the artisan charm of the Box of Light
hampers and the Ramayana Chocolate
Set, both crafted by Chef Mansi Sanghi
at The Ground Flour. Thecurated Box of
Light selections bring together com-
forting favourites like curry leaf khari,
almond biscuits, coconut barfibrook-
ies, and kachori babka. Meanwhile, the
Ramayana Chocolate Set elevates gift-
ing into an epic tale, featuring five
uniguely moulded artisanal bars
inspired by legends, such asthearrow-
shaped milk chocolate with roasted
almonds and the sea-salt-infused dark
chocolate of Lanka. Box of Lightranges
from¥1,550t071,950; Ramayana
Chocolate Set is ¥2,100for a setof five
bars. Available online.

Modern
celebrations

Bringing a chic and contemporary
flair to traditional festivities, here isan
inspiring selection of gift hampers and
artisanal sweet boxes designed to
spread joy and sweetness. From the
celebratory Utsav and heartwarming
Sneh to the luxurious Vaibhav andthe
sparkling-wine-inclusive Anmol
hamper, each collection overflows with
gourmet snacks, Flurys coffee, scented
candles, and handcrafted diyas. For
those seeking dedicated confectionery
boxes, the Desi Treats and Cacao
Overload collections provide rich
traditional mithaiand inventive
chocolate truffies to elevateevery
festive gathering. 21,199 to 79,499, At
The Park Chennai, Anna Salai.

Comtinued on page 14
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ITC GRAND CHOLA

CHENNAI

Rooted in tradition.
Crafted for today.

Discover Ritvah, from the house of

ITC Grand Chola, a new expression of Indian mithai
where heritage recipes, contemporary artistry and
exceptional ingredients come together to

create moments worth sharing.

& Ritvah

MOMENTS. GIFTING. CELEBRATIONS.

For more information please call : 99726 78984

*Terms and conditions would apply | Images shown are for illustrative purposes only.
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Festive assortments

Embrace the rich spirit of togethemess and celebration with The Diwali Collection of curated hampers designed to elevate your
seasonal gifting. Atyour perusal are the charming Delight Box and the snack-filled Joy Box to the elaborate Happiness Box, Bliss

Box, and the luxurious Euphoria Box. These collections feature an impressive selection of handcrafted chocolates, artisanal
barks, traditional sweets like kaju katli, and speciality items like custom candles and festive torans. 21,200 onwards.
At Park Hyatt Chennai, Guindy.

Nutty hampers

Bringing health, elegance, and artisanal excel-
lenceto your festive celebrations, Nuts*n'
Spices presents an extensive array of curated
gift collections designed to delight every
recipient. From the wholesome Gift of Good
Health and vibrant Celebration Collection to
the regal Nutri-Luxe Collection, the sophisti-
cated Golden Mesh Collection, thetraditional
Heritage Collection, the majestic Imperial
Collection, and the lavish Gourmet-Luxe
Collection, these hampers feature premium
selections of finest dry fruits, roasted nuts,
exotic spices, and healthy treats. Available in
stores across Chennai and online.

Radiant offering

Rooted in the timeless grace of classic Indian hospitality, the festive

collection from Taj Coromandel Chennai brings together an exception-

alarray of handcrafted delicacies and luxury keepsakes. Discovera
thoughtful spectrum of offerings, from the holistic Wellness Hamper
andvibrant Umang box to the regal Divyam and ultra-exclusive
Coromandel baskets. Packed with artisanal chocolates, organic green
teas, gourmet baklava, and handcrafted brass idols, each creation
radiates refinement and warmth. 71,650 onwards.
At Taj Coromandel, Nungambakkam.

14

Gifts of grandeur

Bring home atouch of Indian traditional art this Deepavaliwith
Signatures by The Leela. Featuring special-edition Pichwaiartwork by
Nathdwara artist Rajaram Sharma, the festive hampers pair artisanal
mithai, chocolates, and gourmettreats with signature fragrances,
herbal infusions, and keepsakes. With hampers starting at 22,500++
and a Make Your Own Hamper option, there's room to personalise the
festive gesture. At The Leela Palace Chennai, MRC Nagar.

Cocoa
magic

Indulgeinacomforting
slice of homemade luxury
with the delectable
Chocolatemud cake and
Coconut pudding from Bon
Bon's Tiffin Tales, lovingly
crafted to sweeten your
seasonal celebrations.
Packed with rich, deca-
dent flavours straight from
a cosy homekitchen, this
treat makes a delightful
gift to share with someone
special this Deepavali.
Pre-orders close on
November2, 650
onwards. Available for
takeaway atAnna Nagar
and online delivery.

Timeless by tradition

Blending modern elegance with cherished seasonal customs, the Timeless Traditions
collection presents a splendid array of thoughtfully curated hampers designed to
make your festive gifting truly meaningful. From the charming Signature Edit and
Gilded Collection to the exquisite Festive Atelier, Box of Brilliance, and the lavish
Grand Gesture, these collections bring together fine dry fruits, artisanal baklava,
organic honey, gourmetdips, and festive diyas. 22,000 onwards.

At Pullman Chennai, Anna Salai.

&FILIHITIJ:II']

Teatime treats

Make Deepavali gifting thoughtful with Vahdam India's teahampers.
The Blush Assorted Teas Gift Set features threeteas, Weekend in Taj
Mahal offers eight tea tins, and Glow includes six teas. This festive sea-
son explore new flavours and share a leisurely brew with loved ones.
Thesecurated collections make thoughtful gifts for tea enthusiasts.
71,199 onwards. Availableonline.

—Team Indulge

Emd ilge
@newindianexpress.com
EA @indulgexpress
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COROMANDEL
CHENNALI

THE ART OF FESTIVE GIFTING

This Diwali, celebrate meaningful connections with gifts that unite
festive traditions, fine craftsmanship and the gracious touch of Tajness.
Thoughtfully composed for the season, each offering carries with it a
sense of warmth, joy and togetherness.

To place your order or create bespoke hampers, kindly contact:
+91 44 6600 2827 | +91 78248 62311 | +91 92824 11789
or email: tchchambers.chennai@tajhotels.com
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Sarees | Pavadais
Shirts & Dhotis Dress
Materials Suits &
Kurthas Madisars &
Sarees Panchakachams
& many more...

Open 9.30 am to 8 pm
55, Luz Church Road, Mylapore, Chennai - 4.
Tel : 044 2499 4343, (© 94999 03330

'STORE OPEN ON SUNDAYS UNTIL DIWALI
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Where GReaT Ceremonies
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‘i Become Timeless Slories

Step into GReaT Ceremonies—where luxurious banquet

spaces, bespoke decor, and legendary culinary spreads come

together to create unforgettable weddings.

From intimate muhurthams to lavish receptions, let us handle \ GReaT /

every detail with our signature GReaT Kalyanam experience. Ceremonies

SRT HOTELS

For Enquiries: o +91 75500 36789 @ www.grthotels.com

120, Sir Thyagaraya Road, T. Nagar, Chennai, Tamil Nadu - 600017
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NoIndian festivalis complete without
legendary Baklavas from Sree Gupta Bhavan!

ESTIVALS IN INDIA are synonymous with

celebration, togethemess and, of course,

sweets. Fromtraditional mithaishared

with family to festive hampers exchanged

between friends and business associates,
sweetness has always been an expression of love,
gratitude, and prosperity. But for those looking to
add atouch of royalindulgenceto their
celebrations this festive season, thereis one
irresistible delicacy that deserves centre stage,
the iconic Baklavas from Sree Gupta Bhavan
(SGB). With their delicate layers of pastry, rich
fillings made with nuts, and signature syrupy
sweetness, baklavas are far more than just
another festive treat. They are an experience of
luxury, craftsmanship, and indulgencethathas
travelled across centuries and cultures to earn its
place at celebrations fit for royalty.

Baklavas - King of sweets

Baklava traces its roots to the culinary
traditions of the former Ottoman Empire and
the wider Middle Easternand
Mediterranean regions, where
layered pastries enriched with
nuts and sweetened with syrup
or honeybecame treasured
delicacies. Over generations,
different regions developed
their own distinctive
interpretations, using
ingredients suchas e
pistachios, walnuts,

and other nuts, along

L8]

with delicately layered pastry.

Historically associated with elaborate feasts,
hospitality and celebratory occasions, baklava
became a symbol of indulgence and culinary
artistry. Its appeal lies in the beautiful contrastof
textures — crisp, delicate layers giving way toa
rich, nutty centre, finished with a luscious
sweetnessthat lingers on the palate.

The SGB baklava experience:
One bite,and aworld
of indulgence

For closeto 40 years Sree Gupta Bhavanisaname
synonymous with quality and sweet-making
tradition since its beginnings in Chennai, the
celebration of sweets extends beyond
the familiar. SGB's wide range of
baklava brings an international
favouriteinto the Indian festive
experience, offering sweet
lovers an opportunity to
discover a different dimension
ofindulgence.
Every piece promises the
distinctiveappeal that makes

treat,served to

baklava so special: delicate

pastry, the richness of
nuts, and a satisfying
balance of sweetness
and texture. Whether
enjoyed as a personal

guests at home or presented as an elegant
festive gift, baklava brings a sense of
occasion toeven the simplest gathering.
For those who believe that festivals deserve
something extraordinary, SGB's baklavas
offer a delightful experience that feels
indulgent, looks exquisite and is made
forsharing.

This festive

season, gift royalty

Gone are thedays when kaju katlior ladoo
were the SoP of corporate gifting, businesses
are increasingly looking beyond conventional
gift boxes to find thoughtful, distinctive ways
to express appreciation to employees, clients
and business partners. An elegant selection of
baklavas offers justthat: A premium gesture
that feels personal, memorable and different.

Alongsideits baklava range, SGBoffers
traditional sweets, contemporary creations, dry-
fruit hampers, customised packaging and
corporate branding options to suit festive bulk
gifting requirements.

This festive season, letyour celebrations rise
above the ordinary. Discover the legendary
varieties of baklavas of Sree GuptaBhavan and
experiencea royal sweettradition. Because no
Indian festival is complete withoutthe
legendary SGB baklavas.

For enquiries, confact: |

9003910039
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FAMILIAR MESS does
not need an elaborate
menu or a carefully
designed dining room
to bring people back.
Sometimes, it is enough for the
sambar to taste as it did on the
last visit, for a favourite dish to
arrive just as expected, or for a g
meal to recall a place far removed -
from the city. Chennai’s messes, [ ™
tiffin rooms and neighbourhood Py
restaurants have built their place w,ﬁ, :
in everyday life on these small, '
repeated assurances.

For Prabhu M, founder and
owner of Erode Amman Mess,
that connection begins with
the food he grew up eating. The
family-run eatery first opened
in Erode in 1980, serving Kongu-
style food from a humble thatch-
roofed establishment near the
Amman Temple. The brand
expanded to Chennai in March
2019, bringing these regional
flavours to the city Building
a following meant introducing
diners to Erode-style cooking
while preserving its char-
acter. “We focus on fresh
ingredients, the right
balance of spices and
masalas prepared in-
house,” Prabhu says.
“We strongly believe you
don’t need too many spic-
es to make a dish special.
It's about getting the basics
right and staying true to the

20]
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Mumgan Idli Kadai

ming together over a A
= meal at Kaylir Canteen |1t

=

original flavour.”

For Prabhu, the
reward is seeing cus-
tomers recognise
something of home in

the food. “A single bite
cantakeyouback years, to
a place you miss or to some-
one you love. For many of our
customers, our food brings back
memories of their mother’s cook-
ing, their grandmother’s recipes
or the meals they grew up eating
in their hometowns.”

Mmu kﬂzm birivanifrom Madurai Pandian mess :
T L T R
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vho feed
S the city

T We speak with the people
o inthe city’s culinary scene,
tracing the communities
and traditions that shape

its everyday food

TR

A city shaped by
many kitchens

Chennai’s food culture cannot
be reduced to a single cuisine or
a handful of signature dishes.
“Chennai has a rich and diverse
culinary identity, shaped by Tamil
cuisine, Udupi food traditions,
Malabar cuisine, and the dis-
tinct culinary practices of North
Indian communities,” says Chef
Seetharam Prasad, corporate
executive chef and culinary direc-

~ Chicken kothu sandhavai
from Erode Amman Mess

tor at GRT Hotels and Resorts. He
alsopointstotheinfluenceof Indo-
Burmese cuisine and the growing
popularity of spicy Andhra food.
“What makes Chennai special is
the way these diverse culinary
traditions coexist and influence
one another while retaining their
individual identities.”

Thevarietyisvisibleinthecity’s
vegetarian tiffin houses, regional
non-vegetarian messes and eat-
eries shaped by trading commu-
nities. Pradyumna Acharva, who
now co-runs Bhavyam Veg, also
points to the longstanding pres-
ence of Gujarati and Rajasthani
food, including establishments
such as Aggarwal Bhojanalay and
Rajasthani Dhaba.

“Jains and Marwadis have been
major contributors to Chennai's
food scene,” he says. “They have
brought their own culinary
traditions with them and also
embraced local food as their own.”
Dhokla, kachori, and khakhra
are now available across the city,
while Jain-friendly options have
become an important consider-
ation for vegetarian restaurants.
For Pradyumna, these diners are
alsoamong the city’smost discern-
ing, often willing to travel across
neighbourhoods for a particular
dosa, meal or chutney.

The city's food map extends well
beyond its vegetarian kitchens.
Chef Gokul Kumar Mohit AKA
Chef Goku, a culinary research-
er and storyteller documenting
Tamil food traditions, approaches
Chennai through the communi-
ties behind its food. The Burmese-
Tamil food heritage survives
in atho, atho kothu, bejo, and
vazhathandu soup, particularly
in North Chennai. In Triplicane,
Tamil Muslim food traditions
include idivappam with paya, biri-
yani, and mutton-based gravies.
Mylapore’s vegetarian eateries
draw on temple food traditions,
with dishes such as pulivedharai,
sundal, and milagu kuzhambu.

Other influences are equally
embedded in everyday eating.
Saidapet's vada curry, often
served with set dosa or idli instead
of chutney or sambar, has become
closely associated with Chennai’s
tiffin culture. The trading neigh-
bourhoods of George Town and
Sowcarpet have helped popu-
larise chaat and kachori, while
Dashamakan’s kebabs and the
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(. THE BLOCKBUSTER BRUNCH
at SIX ‘0" ONE

Step into a cinematic brunch where timeless films meet unforgettable flavours,
bringing iconic stories and unforgettable emotions to life

SUNDAY | 1659 M

LIVE MUSIC - FOOD CARTS & COUNTERS - DIY KIDS ACTIVITIES

For table reservations, please call 044 4267 6000 / 044 2824 6000

THE Park Chennai, 601 Anna Salai, Chennai 600006 | E tpch@theparkhotels.com | W theparkhotels.com




city’s Anglo-Indian legacy, seen
in Railway mutton curry, cutlets,
puffs and cakes, add to its diverse
food culture.

Along the coast, fishing commu-
nities preserve a food vocabulary
thatgoesbeyond familiar fish vari-
eties, with preparations such as
thirukkai kari, nethili, meen mutta
podimas, and kanava karuvadu.

“Many traditional messes con-
tinue to preserve this approach
to cooking,” Goku says, referring
to nose-to-tail cooking, a practice
rooted in the belief that an animal
should be used respectfully and as
fully as possible for its sacrifice.
“Their knowledge is rarely docu-
mented in formal cookbooks, it
survives because cooks continue
to prepare these dishes for gen-
erations of customers who have
grown up eating them.

He sees a similar depth of
knowledge in eateries run by fish-
ing communities, where cooking
depends on seasonal catches, local
tastes and familiarity with ingre-
dients that may be less common
on restaurant menus. Dishes such
as sangu kariand illi poochi varuy-
val are part of this wider culinary
repertoire. They may remain unfa-
miliar to diners outside the com-
munities that eat them, but they
reveal how much of Chennai’s
food culture exists beyond its best-
known dishes.

“For me, it is ultimately the
people. Ingredients and techniques
matter, but a dish becomes repre-
sentative of aplace when a commu-
nity adopts it, adapts it and makes
it partof everydaylife,” Gokusays.
“There is a difference between
drawing inspiration from a tradi-
tion and presenting its knowledge
as though itoriginated in a contem-
porary restaurant kitchen.”

Keeping these traditions alive,
then, means recognising the com-
munities behind the food and the
generations of knowledge that
have shaped it.

The taste of coming back

The familiarity Prabhu speaks of
is central to Chennai's everyday
dining culture, but it also takes
work. Seetharam sees consistency
as the foundation of the relation-
ship between an establishment
and its customers.

“Customers return to the same
messes and tiffin rooms because
they expect the same familiar fla-
vour, aroma, and taste every time
they visit,” he says.

22

Interiorsof Bhavyam Veg =

CHEF GOKU’S GUIDE TO NEEGHBOURHOOD EATS

Whatif Chennai's food map were drawn through

its community kitchens rather than
its famous restaurants? Chef Goku
takes us across neighbourhoods
wherediversefood

traditions have shaped

the city's

everyday

appetite.

1 BurmaNagar: Start
with athokothuand
vazhathandusoup at
Sahul's Atho Shop, where
Burmeseinfluences
meet Chennai's
street-food culture

2 Kasimedu: Stop for
tradition
. 3George Town and Sowcarpet:
Followthe chaatand kachoritrail.
As Goku notes, “Gujaratiand
Marwari communities influenced
the food landscape of trading

neighbourhoods such as George
Town and Sowcarpet.”

4 Periamet: Make time for
old bakery favourites, including puffs,
cakes and cutlets
5 Triplicane: Explore the non-vegetari-
an breakfast traditions of Chennai's
Muslim community

6 TNagar: Seek out the Chettinad messes

7Saidapet: Look for vada curry with
appamor set dosa, a favourite rootedin
thecity's tiffinculturezz

8 Mylapore: Head toits small vegetarian eat-
eries and food traditions shaped by
{10 the temples
_ 9Velachery: Find the everyday fare of kaiyen-
o] dhibhavans and the newer
food-truck scene

10 Pattinampakkam: End along the coast,
exploring local seafood and lesser-known
preparationssuch as illi poochi varuval
(sand crab fry)

Over time, these places become
part of people’s routines and rela-
tionships. “The trust of a loyal
customer is one of the highest
compliments a food establishment
can receive, and it is far more dif-
ficult toearn than appreciation for
asingle meal,” Seetharam says.

Pradyumna has seen that loy-
alty at established vegetarian res-

taurant brands. “Especially older
brands like Sangeetha have built
decades of loyalty, with many cus-
tomers visiting not just regularly
but multiple times a day,” he says.
But familiarity alone is no lon-
ger enough. Diners increasingly
weigh quality, value, service and
the overall experience, from the
welcome at the entrance to the

Atlappam, a Sunday breakfast % ,
A
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cleanliness of the dining room and
the convenience of parking.

“The restaurant business has
moved beyond just food and ser-
vice, it's about hospitality now,”
Pradyumna says. Younger custom-
ers, he adds, are more willing to
try unfamiliar names instead of
remaining loyal to a restaurant
simply because it has been around
for years.

Established businesses, mean-
while, must keep their menus and
spacesrelevant whilerising ingre-
dient costs and delivery commis-
sions put pressure on margins.

A newer wave of eateries is also
rethinking everyday food with-
out losing sight of its familiarity.
Sashwatham and Kaylir Canteen
offer examples of how the everyday
meal can be presented in an upscale
setting, bringing a fresh perspec-
tive to the way Chennai eats.

Keeping the

tradition alive

The establishments that
sustain these food tra-
ditions are notneces-
sarily the ones with
the biggest menus
or the most elab-
orate dining
rooms. From
Bharathi Mess
and National
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Rajasthani thalifrom Sree
M Agarwal Bhojanaalay

Andhra Mess to Murugan Idli
Kadai and Karthick Tiffin Centre,
Chennai’s neighbourhood eater-
ies continue to serve food shaped
by generations of local tastes
and habits.

Seetharam says, “The objective
should be to serve good-quality
food at a fair price while preserv-
ing the authenticity and consis-
tency that have earned the trust of
generations of customers.”

Eeeping these traditions alive
will depend on whether the estab-
lishments, and the people behind
them, can continue to make a liv-
ing from them.

—Shivani lllakiva

El shivani
@newindianexpress.com
B3 @Shivanilllakiva
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More room THE
for big moments. BALLROOM

Big celebrations, intimate gatherings and everything in between find their space here, at T. Nagar.
The Ballroom, our new Banquet Block, an extension of The Residency Towers Chennai, brings
together over 30,000 sq. ft. of thoughtfully designed event spaces across four floors. From intimate
gatherings to large-scale occasions, there's space for events of every kind and size, along with
culinary experiences tailored to your needs, including live stations of your choice. With options for
50 to 1200 guests and ample car parking, there's more room for every occasion to unfold just the

way you imagined.

Sir Thyagaraya Road, T. Nagar, Chennai - 600017
Phone: +91 44 3503 5000 Mobile: +91 78100 17777, +91 74012 07537
Email: eventsmanager.chennai@theresidency.com, banquets.chennai@theresidency.com Scan for the brochure
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Fromthe traditionaltumbler-and- .~ =
davarato tiramisu,gelatoand. = 5%
cocktails, Chennai’s filter '
coffeeis finding newavatars™

S SOON AS Vimala brewed coffee would
Coffee Works came gently wake the house-
into view, we parked hold in the wee hours, 5
our bike with a sigh '+ more reliably than any The Stubborn Baker s Filter
of relief. We had alarm. God bless his insom- = & kaapispiked tiramisu jar
finally found the place. In the niac soul, not a meeting was -
brief gap between taking the missed or a school bus caught =
keys out of the ignition and too late on his watch. I" personal anxieties, a cup [
stepping into the shop, a cus- Thecareandimportancegiv- = of filter coffee offers a much-
tomer walked in, picked up his en to coffee has even found its  /;, needed pause. At familiar
coffee powder and left almost way into our literature, too. In ( stalls and neighbourhood
as quickly as he had arrived. MyDatelessDiary, RKNarayan \ “  counters, people catch up with
We were still making our way writes about his coffee-loving ' | friendsandexchangeopinions
inside when it struck us how mother, who carefully selected E on politics, cinema, sport, and
little time the transaction her beans, roasted them overa t\ whatever else has been occu-
had taken. charcoal fire, and judged their 'F pying the city It's a familiar
At Vimala, which began in readiness by the colour and and fiercely guarded taste,
1964, the staff know their regu- fragrance of the smoke. As he but also a ritual that gives the
lars zo well that they can have puts it, “everything has to be city’s hurried mornings a lit-
their orders ready with bare- right in this business™. ﬁ tle room to breathe and collect
ly a word exchanged. Shiva, Chennaiisnolessdevoted to \“ its thoughts.
who works at the shop, says, its coffee than the households . u
“Ninety per cent of the people | thatraisedus, nomatter where B The rlght cup,
prefermediumroastand 10per we came from. Its ardent love - the ri ht wa
cent prefer dark roast.” for filter coffee actually made g y
_ For many of us, the prefer- it easy for us to call this city | And for a city thattakes its cof-
ot ence begins at home. In our ourhome. Foralmosteveryone #= feesoseriouslyhowit’sbrewed
: R SRy case, it was our grandfather here, the first appointment of . matters just as much as who
Inside Virmala Coffee Works: From bean to blend whomadethefirst coffeeof the the day is with a coffee, and the ' makesit. Sidhant Nichani, cof-
e : day Nomatterhowlatethepre- ol loyalty here runs deep. When fee consultant and director of
;f- . vious night had stretched for  the Saravana Bhavan outlet - KWSBrew Works, believes the

the family, the smell of freshly on Radhakrishnan Salai shut = method is central to filter cof-
down, regulars followed Ravi fee's identity. He describes
Master, who had made cof- South Indian filter coffee as a
fee there for years, to his new slow-drip extraction, cut with
spot at First Cup at Maris on steaming hot milk and tradi-
Cathedral Road. tionally served in a tumbler-

Over the years, our and-davara set. For him, the
coffee runs have offered brewing method is central to
glimpses of the conver- its identity “If the method of
sations that reveal why extraction is no longer a slow
filter coffee might be so -~ dripmetal filter device, it stops
closely tied to Chennai. « being a South Indian filter
This isn’t a laid-back ﬁ kaapi,” he says.
s
L
=

£

city. There’s traffic to That distinction matters to
beat, meetings to get Alvin Chris Daniel, owner of
to, and deals to close. Eventide Coffee, where spe-
Between harrowing ciality filter coffee is part of
news headlines, the pres-
sures of work ahead and
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the café’s offering. A dark
roast, Alvin argues, isnot nec-
essarily stronger: strength
comes from concentration and
extraction. Chicory can be
part of the taste people grew
up with, but it is not essential
to a good cup. “For them, it
tastes like home,” he says of its
nostalgic pull. His ideal brew
is rich and full-bodied, yet
sweet, balanced and clean.

He wants the brew method
taken more seriously by the
speciality coffeeworld. “Idon’t
see filter coffee as the “tradi-
tional’ opposite of speciality I
see it as a brew method that
hasn't yet been given the same
care and attention by many,”
he says and points to people
such as Viggnesh V of Yettu
Craft Coffee, who recently
served South Indian filter cof-
fee in Japan, as well as
Raghunath Rajaram of

Theexterior facade of Eventide Coffee

Aramse Coffee, who has devel-
oped afilter brewer to improve
consistency. “The more we
have people curious and open
minded to try out a coffee this
way, we will be able to take fil-
ter coffee to the global stage
and make it a standard item in
any menu in India or the
world!” he says, passionately

Out of the davara

For generations, filter
coffeehaslargely stayed with-
in the tumbler-and-davara
set. Now, Chennai’s famil-
iar flavour is turning up in
forms that would once have
seemed unlikely, thanks to
culinary experimenters and
coffee innovators.

At Yura, ITC Grand
Chola’s Japanese restaurant,
Executive Chef Nikhil Nagpal
has taken filter kaapi into
gelato. The aim, he says, was
to start with a flavour that
people instantly recognise and
give it a different form. The
challenge was to preserve its
roasted notes and characteris-
tic bitterness while balancing
them with the creaminess and
sweetness of gelato.

“I see it as both,” Nikhil says
of whether the dessert is a nod
tofamiliarity or evidenceof fil-
ter coffee’s versatility. “Filter
coffee has a distinctive flavour
profilethat lends itself tomuch
more than a traditional cup.”

At Stubborn Baker, the
same flayour finds its way into
macarons and ¢tiramisu. Tanvi

Bokaria uses freshly ground :i its bitterness balances ©
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Horchatade masula

filter coffee to make a pure
decoction for both. In the mac-
arons, the concentrated fla-
vour is infused into a German
buttercream, where the fat
helps carry it through the fill-
ing without compromising its
texture. For her, the choice is
alsopersonal. “Being born and
raised in Chennai, filter coffee
has always felt like the soul of
Madras to me,” they say

Tiramisu,meanwhile,already
hasalong-standing relationship
with coffee. Chef Siddharth
Ray; executive chef at The Park
Chennai, traces the hotel’s ver-
sion to 2005, when Italian chef
Antonio Carluccio introduced
his recipe and suggested incor-
porating South Indian filter cof:
fee, The result became The Park
Style Tiramisu, a dessert that
has remained on the menu for
21 years.

“For us, the filter coffee is
more than a substitute for
espresso; it is the detail that
makes this tiramisu unmis-
takably ours,” Siddharth says.
The coffee’s roasted aroma
and rounded intensity work
with the mascarpone, while

B

-
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» .
e .

Alvin prepares his speciality

the sweetness.

Behind the bar, filter coffee
takesonadifferentrole. At The
Leather Bar, Maami's Martini
combines fresh Mylapore fil-
ter coffee decoction with Irish
whiskey and coffee liqueur.
Tarun Devrani, director of
food and beverage, describes
it as a playful interpretation
of the modern Mylapore
maami. The idea was to bring
together these contrasting
worlds without one overpow-
ering the other. “The key is
to let the coffee complement
the whiskey rather than over-
power it,” he says. The concept
also challenges the familiar
imageof the Mylapore maarmi.
“She embraces her roots but
has a personality that goes
well beyond tradition. By
day, she might be known
for her filter coffee; after
hours, she’s at The
Leather Bar, sipping on
a Maami’'s Martiniand
owning her spirited,
unconventional side,”
he explains.

Karl Fernandes,
operations head and
beverage consultant at

L
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Muaking q{'\ filter coffee macarons

Roc-a-Coe, has also explored
filter coffee in cocktails. In the
R-A-C espresso martini, dates
bring caramel-like sweetness,
while pandan adds an aromat-
ic, almost vanilla-like note.
His Horchata de masula takes
a creamier approach, combin-
ing filter coffee with a Goan
horchata made with almond
and cashewnutmilk, finished
withcardamom. Thenutslend
a mellow richness, softening
the coffee’s roasted bitterness,
while the cardamom adds a
gentle warmth.

“There’s something inter-
esting about taking a flavour
people grew up with and
presenting it in a cocktail,”
Fernandes says. “It creates an
instant connection, but also
gives us room to explore itina
completely different way.” For
Sidhant, these experiments
need not displace the tradi-
tional cup. “It will be a peaceful
and happy coexistence. Each
has their own place in this
world as long as the brackets
do not emphasise filter coffee
as a flavour profile and more
of a brewing method.”

—=Shivani lllakiva

[ shivani
wnewindianexpress.com
B8 @Shivanilllakiva

The Park Style Tiramisu. *
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N ANY GIVEN day in Mylapore,
Chennai’s love affair with
Madras checks is in plain sight. A
woman in a vibrant checked cot-
ton sari stops to buy malli poo, an
uncle strolls past in a lungi patterned with
intersecting shades of blue and green, and
a shoplkeeper sports a shirt whose squares
are a kaleidoscope of red, yellow and green.
The combinations vary, the colours compete
for attention and the effect is effortlessly
stylish. Madras checks are practically part
of the city’s dress code.

Yet the textile bearing the city’s name
has traversed far beyond it. Exported along
historic maritime trade routes, Madras
checksfound newmeanings in West African
and Caribbean dress before becoming a
fixture of American preppy style in the
mid-20th century.

For Indulge’s 19th anniversary,
as we celebrate 19 things we love
about Chennai, Madras checks
are one textile worth looking at
afresh. They embody the city's
chromatic exuberance and its
ability to make the familiar
feel fashionable across genera-
tions. We speak to contemporary
designers and textile researchers
to explore how this iconic pattern
is being reinterpreted for clothing,
accessories, interiors and more.

‘Kattam’ culture

“Today, when we say Madras checks,
we broadly refer to any large, mul-
ticoloured checks in cotton. But
this is a relatively recent usage,”
says Sreemathy Mohan, textile
researcher and founder of Sthree
Creatives. “Checks, or ‘kattam’ as
we call them in Tamil, have been
part of our textile tradition for centu-
ries. They were woven using coloured
yvarns in the warp and weft, and were
used inhandkerchiefs, lungis, ritual tex-
tiles and other fabrics,” she explains.
As Madras became a major centre
for the export of cotton textiles, its
checked fabrics travelled to markets
across the world. One form that

The beauty of

Madras checksis that the
design possibilities begin at
the loom and continue
through pattern cutting;
draping and construction.
Thereissomuch creative
freedom within what
appears to be
asimplegrid

— Vino Supraja,
designer

gained prominence was the Real

Madras Handkerchief (RMHE), a

handwoven cotton cloth exported

in lengths that could be cut into

square kerchiefs or worn as

wraps. The name reflected a

the fabric’s association with |

Madras, while the prefix ‘Real’ 5%

helped distinguish the original ’

Indian handwoven cloth from :

imitations manufactured for over- w

seas markets. Over time, Madras checks

became the broader name for the colour- :

ful checked textile. \
“The Real Madras Handkerchief was jj N

traditionally woven in plain weave, -

using 60s cotton in the warp and 40s in

the weft. These numbers refer to the

yarn count, which indicates the fine-

ness of the cotton varn. A higher

L)

RmKV reinterprets Madras checks t.&roﬁg.&_ contemporary colour palettes, demons a ti

B the traditional textile continues to shape Tamil Nadu's design vocabulary ) I

count, such as 60s, denotes afiner
yarn than 40s. The fabric was
woven in eight-yard lengths,
divided into squares of approxi-
mately 36 inches,” Sreemathy
explains.

The textile’s evolution was
shaped by the people who wore
it. As Sreemathy observes,
“The colours, checks and bor-
ders changed according to cus-
tomer preferences.” Weavers
introduced more elaborate
variations, including jac-
quard borders, additional
motifs and embroidery.

In West Africa, the import-
ed cloth was incorporated into
local sartorial practices and
acquired new cultural mean-
ings. Among the Kalabari, it
became known as injiri, while
the Igho called it George cloth.
In the Caribbean, Madras cloth
also became associated with
traditional dress. The fabric’s
journey is therefore as much
about the people who gave it new
meanings as it is about the mer-
chants who transported it.

Prasan Shah, founder of
Original Madras Trading Company,
has a family connection to this inter-
nationaltrade. Hisfamily's business

Continued on page 30
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began producing Madras check shirts
for the American market in the 1970s,
when the fabric already had a foothold in
overseas wardrobes.
“Inthepast,whathappenedwasMadras
checks became a very western fabric. It
became this very ‘Ivy’ and preppy fab-
ric. 8o there was a complete disconnect
between the designers in the West that
were designing it and the weavers here in
India that were weaving it,” he explains.
The irony is difficult to ignore, a tex-
tile bearing the city’s name became an
internationally recognisable fashion ref-
erence, while the handloom ecosystem
associated with its production dwindled.
Prasan recalls that when his family’s
business began more than 50 years

»

k2
created fresh possibilities for the [ F-
textile. S Shankar Kumaraswamy,
director of Chennai textile #
house RmEYV, sees the pattern as
an enduring part of the region’s
design vocabulary. “For us at
RmEKYV, I think the Madras check
is an intrinsic part of Tamil Nadu
culture and design language. 50
we try to feature it as much as pos-
sible in our designs,” he says. “Our
Deepavali collection from this year
incorporates Madras checks with a
nice pop of colour,” he reveals. “We
play with a light blue colour palette
and the lighter shade makes it more
contemporary,” he tells us.

For designer Vivek Karunakaran,
the check's simplicity is what makes
it so open to reinterpretation. “For
me, the beauty of the Madras check
lies initssimplicity. It's essentially
just lines and intersections, but
the way those lines and the dis-
tinetive colours come together
creates rhythm, movement and
character,” he enthuses.

Hisexperiments move beyond
the conventional checked sur-
face. “I've always been fascinat-
edabouttheideaof takingsome-
thing familiar and making you
look at it differently Working
with Madras checks, I didn’'t
want thecheck to simply sit on
the surface of the garment as
a printed or woven pattern. I
wanted to explore what hap-
pens when the idea of the
check becomes part of the
construction of the gar-
ment,” he says.

Vivek also plays with
proportion and place-
ment. “Thavealsoenjoyed
juxtaposing it with qui-
eter, solid colours and
luxurious fabrics like
silk, raw silk or tex-
tured cottons,” he
shares. A small pan-
el, pocket, sleeve or
inset can give the eye
a glimpse of the pat-
tern without over-
whelming the sil-

30

ago, hundreds of families in Madras 4 , # = #
were weaving handloom Madras. | = * Al
Today, he says, finding weavers who . 1 Froaw * iy '
continue the practiceisfarharder.  #4 g 4, & , * = e :
“We started with two weav- 2 ¢ __if! § Te=agy
ers. And today we are supporting  ~_ % =y u #*# * ‘
more than 50 weavers consistently o= g = = e NV ,;'1, - :
through the success of the brand,” 'ﬂ.l - & = L Y b '
he smiles, describing the work of # * #*4 7 * * *
rebuilding a production network. == L I* * % ‘ of . y
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Fresh possibilities i, il Y
A renewed interest in checks has * " .
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Designer Vivek Karunakaran explores the possibilities of mdms checks through unexpacfed
proportions, garment construction and contrasts with solid colours and luxurious fabrics
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houette. “I think for today’s wearer, it is all
aboutgiving theeye something familiar but
presenting it in an unexpected proportion,
scale or context,” he notes.

Designer Vino Supraja similarly sees the
loom as the beginning of a larger creative
vocabulary “Asadesigner, the construction
of Madraszchecksfascinatesme. Ioften won-
der how the weavers visualised the colour
combinations, decided on stripe widths and
anticipated the patterns that would emerge
when the warp and weft intersected, long
before computers existed,” she muses.

She believes that the design possibilities
begin well before a garmentreaches the cut-
ting table. “The beauty of Madras checks
is that the design possibilities begin at the
loom and continue through pattern cutting,
draping and construction. There is somuch
creative freedom within what appears to be
a simple grid,” she tells us.

A more recent reinterpretation arrived
with Rahul Mishra's AFEW Spring/
Summer 2026 collection, Fresh. Madras
checks appeared in corset tops, hoodies
with corset seams and balloon skirts, with
embroidered dragonflies and other embel-
lishments adding further detail. The col-
lection recast a familiar cotton textile in
silhouettes associated with contemporary
ready-to-wear, demonstrating how its
checked grid can be integral to a garment’s
construction and character rather than
simply a surface pattern.

Lungi logic
For Purushu Arie, the possibilities
of Madras checks extend beyond
the familiar grid. The Chennai-
based designer has built his epony-
mous label around Tamil street
style, reworking everyday gar-
ments such as the lungi and
veshti through ungendered
silhouettes, functional
detailing and a street-
wear sensibility.
“Initially, when I was
wearing Madras checks
in the form of lungis,
I realised that they
didn’t have pock-
ets for me to keep
my phone, wal-
let, keys and so
on. They were
also constant-
ly prone to

Continued on page 32
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slipping. So, from 2014, I was innovating
different kinds of waistband veshtis and
lungis. One of my first innovations was the
elastic-waistband lungithatImade inmy col-
lege days at NIFT Delhi,” herecalls.

While travelling to Tiruppur for work, a
sign in its corridor changed how he thought
about the garment he had been reinterpret-
ing. “The hotel had a signboard which said,
‘Do not wear lungis to avoid indecency to
the guests.” So that was a big trigger for me,”
he tells us.

Purushu’s work makes the politics of the
checked textile tangible. Madras checks
had travelled internationally as a desirable
fabrie, acquiring associations with leisure
and luxury, while garments made from the
same visual vocabulary could be devalued
at home because of their association with
working-class life. His response has been
to put those everyday forms at the centre of
his design practice.

“I think Madras checks were exported
extensively as a luxury textile. They were
supposed to be a symbol of luxury because
they werelightweight, comfortable and had
their own character. But they were never
really given the same due or credit within
our own culture because they were adopted
by the masses,” he explains.

He sees a shift in the growing accep-
tance of styles that originate outside elite
fashion circles. “Today, we are accepting
trends that come from the people, from the
masses. That is how hip-hop was. It did
not come from elite society. It was born
among the masses and then reached
upwards. That is how [ see Madras
textiles. They are everywhere on
Chennai’s streets. It is the OG iden-

tity of Chennai. It is a very important
identity within the city’s sartorial cul-
ture, and finally, very slowly and
steadily, peoplehave startedacknowl-
edging it,” he smiles.

Beyond the wardrobe

The fabric’'s contemporary life is
also expanding beyond clothing.
Woodpecker Furniture’s Madras
Unfolded collection brings
checks into upholstered furni-
ture.KeerthanaSwaminathan,
the company’s head of mar-
keting, says the collection
pairs the familiar textile
with contemporary furni-
ture forms. “The checks add
colour, character and a sense of
familiarity, creating a warm,
homely feel while giving the pat-
tern a new context in interior
design,” she says. The move into
interiors gives Madras checks a
different presence in daily life.

Chennai

wears it best

For all the ways Madras checks
have been adapted internation-
ally, their strongest claim to
Chennai remains their everyday
presence. Shankar sees the pat-
tern as part of Tamil Nadu's
design language, appearing in
different forms across clothing
and objects. Even the koodai
bags carried through markets
and neighbourhoods can fea-
ture the familiar interplay of
colours, he notes. 2
For Sreemathy, documentation «
andcollaborationare equally impor- =
tant. She points to the knowledge 3
held by master weavers, dyers and !
people who worked in the export
trade, much of which was never
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formally recorded. “There was an entire
system of design, technical knowledge,
skilled labour and trade behind them,” she
says of older textiles. “We often speak about
reviving old designs, but unless we docu-
ment and understand the processes and the
people involved, we are preserving only a "
small part of that history,” she points out. o
As Indulge Chennai celebrates another
year, Madras checks make a fitting addi-
tion to the list of things we love about the
city The grid may have travelled far, but in
Chennai, peoplehave never needed remind-
ing of itsappeal. If Chennaihad asignature
pattern, it would be Madras checks: bright,
breathable, irrepressibly versatile!

= Anoushka Kundu ' sarifrom Sthree Creatives
Elanoushkakundu
wnewindian L
eXpress.com -
BA Gcriterionaddict :
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== brings checks to upholstered furniture
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N CHENNAI, A Kanjeevaram finds
its way into some of life's most
memorable moments. It is the sayi
a bride saves for her muhurtham,
the one a mother brings out for a
family wedding, or the first silk sari
you buy her with your first salary You
may not remember every outfit you
wore growing up, but chances are you
remember the Kanjeevarams in your
family, their colours, the glint of zari
and the way they looked draped over
someone you love. A short journey
away, in Kanchipuram, generations of
weavers have been bringing these saris
tolifeon theirlooms. The bond between
the weaving town and Chennai runs
through our weddings, family tradi-
tions and the small, personal gestures
through which we show affection. It
is one of the reasons the Kanjeevaram
will always have a place in our city's
story For Indulge’'s 19th anniversary,
we speak to designers, silk retailers
and a textile researcher about how
the cherished sari is finding a place
in the wardrobes of a new generation.

A silky heritage

Named after Kanchipuram, the temple
town in Tamil Nadu where its weaving
tradition flourished, the Kanjeevaram
is prized for its lustrous mulberry silk,
contrasting borders and richly woven
pallu. The skill lies as much in the mak-
ing as in the finished drape. The body
and border are interlocked using the
traditional korvai technique, while the
contrasting pallu is joined through a
separate weaving process known as pet-
ni. The zari, responsible for the sari's
golden shimmer, traditionally uses fine
silver wire coated with gold and wound
around a silk core. However, not every
sari sold today contains real gold or sil-
ver zari, so the material composition
can vary Although the silk is tradition-
ally sourced from Karnataka and the
zari from Surat, the Kanjeevaram silk
sari holds a Geographical Indication
tag recognising its association with
Kanchipuram and the generations
of weavers who have carried its
techniques forward.

Bessie Cecil, professor at the Indian
Institute of Crafts and Design (IICD),
says the identity of thetextile has never
been fixed. “Two hundred years ago,
Kanchipuramwasacotton-weaving cen-
tre, not a silk-weaving centre,” she says,
referring to records she has studied. “It
is only around the turn of the 20th cen-
tury, or a little earlier, that we begin to
see silk weaving here,” she tells us.

“What is unique about Kanjeevaram
is the weight, and today you can’t even
claim that,” Bessie says. “At one point,
the silk was very, very light. Earlier,
it was the lightness and the beauty
that set it apart, not the weight,” she
points out. Bessie believes the sari’s
identity can be shaped by several ele-
ments, including “thematerial, tech-
nique, pattern, colour, the region
where it is woven and, again, the
weight of the sari”. As she puts
it, “We cannot put Kanjeevaram
tradition into a single box
and define it, because it is
ever-evolving.”

Old roots, new routes
Nalli, a longstanding name
in Chennai’s silk retail sto-

Ashwin Thivagarajan reimagines the corset in

Kanjeevaram sarisfrom his grandmother’s collection

heirloom

Woven for
tomorrow

Made in
Kanchipuramand
cherished across the
world, this silk sariis
atreasured heirloom
thata new
generation
Islearningto AN
wearonits /S
own terms o

L]

Atone point, the
silk was very, very
light. Earlier; it
was the lightness
and the beauty
thatsetitapart,
not the weight. We
cannot put
Kanjeevaram
traditionintoa
single box and
defineit, because
it is ever-evolving:
— Bessie Cecil,
professor, IIDC

Indian silk, pairing it with two vintage
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ry, is exploring how the heirloom can
appeal to younger customers. Founded
in Chennai in 1928 by Kanchipuram-
born weaver Nalli Chinnasami Chetty,
the family business has become one of
the city’'s best-known names in silk
saris. Today, the brand is looking at
how an heirloom canfind a placeina
younger woman's wardrobe through
their new festive collection, Nava.

“The Kanjeevaram has long been
something a woman inherits. Nava
makes it something she picks for her-
self,” says Niranth Nalli, vice chair-
man of the Nalli Group. The collection
retains traditional silk, zari borders,
temple motifs and buttas, while intro-
ducing bolder colours, sharper con-
trasts and contemporary styling. Vivid
corals, deep magentas and rich wines
sit alongside borders in black, silver
and copper-gold, while contrast blous-
es, embroidered sleeves and high neck-
lines offer new ways to style the sari
for festive dinners and celebrations
beyond the muhurtham. For Niranth,
the idea is to bring the sari out of the
cupboard and into more of the occa-
sions that shape everyday life.

The idea of making silk more
appealing to younger women also runs
through the Nallifamily Jevasree Ravi,
daughter of Nalli Kuppuswamy Chetty,
founded Palam Silks in 2003 with a
vision of taking silk saris bevond their
conventional associations. While Nava
experiments with colour and styling,
Palam Silks has explored lighter fin-
ishes, unconventional motifs and saris
designed for the workplace. Together,
the two brands offer different inter-
pretations of a shared inheritance,
showing how the Kanjeevaram can
retain its traditional character while
finding new ways into contemporary
wardrobes. Jeyasree noticed younger
customers reserving Kanjeevaram for
the muhurtham while choosing chif-
fon and georgette for other wedding
events. “The youngsters were not pre-
ferring to wear Kanjeevarams for other
occasions because they were too grand,
too heavy,” she explains. “That’s how
Kanjeevarams have been right from the
beginning. It is starched; it is difficult
to drape. So we removed the starch and
gave it a very soft finish,” she tells us.

Palam Silks began experimenting
with colour and design, retaining the
quality of the sari while softening its
overalllook. “We worked on the designs
and colours without compromising
on quality We wanted the zari to look
classy, without being too gaudy,” says
Jevasree. In 2009, the brand began
hosting Kanjeevaram fashion shows to
challenge conventional ideas of what
the sari could look like. “We wanted to
break the idea that a Kanjeevaram had
to have a thick border,” she recalls.

Palam Silks has also explored how a
design can work across the sari's full
length. In one collection, floral motifs
evolved across the sari’s full length.
“The entire five-and-a-half metres was
covered in floral patterns, showing the
flowers from one stage to the blooming
stage and from every different angle,”
says Jeyasree. The idea was to create
a design that came alive when draped,
rather than one that looked impressive
only when laid out.

Palam Silks also challenged the brid-
al imagery traditionally associated
with Kanjeevaram advertising. Rather

Continued on page36
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than presenting every sari as part of
a wedding look, the brand wanted to
show how it could fit into a younger
woman's wardrobe. “I want the model

to look more like the girl next door,” r” "

says Jeyvashree. Palam Silks has devel- LY S oTew

oped more than 75 concepts for pattu ; ﬂ_”y Uf lhgr N li']l s

saris, driven by its aim of making them wa &*hmqmrr mothers,

part of more occasions in a woman's e

life. “The mission of Palam Silks has oTa Hd Hlﬂﬂl 1ers ﬂfl»‘.iI aunts

always been to have more youngsters * . . .

wear pattu saris on more occasions,” wear it, so its colours, its

she says. =
The idea extends to working women texture and the feel Uf

as well. Palam Silks’s Corporate Pattu
collection, for instance, explores light-
weight saris with geometric patterns

thesilkarepartof

and minimal ornamentation suited our ear liest I |
to the boardroom. The larger ambi- . '
tion is to take the Kanjeevaram memories
beyond weddings and tradition- A I|
al celebrations, giving younger —ANu !
women more rea't.sc-ns to wear it. Va i"d F an. ) |
Everyday heirloom desioner
Shankar Raman, managing direc- = é»

tor of Sundari Silks, sees two kinds

of demand. “Younger customers are
drawn to lighter saris with minimal
designs and bright, fresh colours.
Piecestheycan wear moreoften and not
justoncea year. For weddings, the pref-
erenceremainsthe same. Bridesstill
choosethebold, heavvEanjeevaram
in traditional colours,” he says.

“Our focus is on making A
Kanjeevaram saris lighter |
and more comfortable, while
preserving the richness and
strength that make them so
special,” Shankar says. “We
are also experimenting with
colour, bringing in inter-
esting tones and dual-tone
combinations that catch
the light differently as the
sarimoves.”

For designer Anu
Vardhan, inheritance
and personal expression
go hand in hand. “To me, (1
Kanjeevaram means famil- bt
farity. Many of us grew /
up watching our mothers, "%
grandmothers and aunts
Wear it, so its colours, its
texture and the feel of
the silk are part of our
earliest memories,”
she says. She believes
younger customers are
recognising the labour
behind a handwoven tex-
tile. “Perhaps that makes
something created slow-
ly, with so much human
skill and effort, feel even
more special. I feel they |
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_____________ i 4 Kattam sari supplied by RmEYV Silks,
""" ' . B ] the look brought the Kanjeevaram to an
A i international audience in a contempo-
. rary silhouette.
recognise the luxury in that, the time Ashwin is emphatic about protect-
and craftsmanship behind a handwo- ing the craft beneath the new form.
ven Kanjeevaram,” she says. “The dominance of the powerloom has
Anu’'s styling philosophy is to let the ’ _ taken away the beautiful inconsisten-
sari take centre stage without making - cies and the richness of the handloom
it feel reserved for grand occasions. “1 B Y . weaves. Designers of today should, in
like to let the sari lead, with a simple A N s A my opinion, work with only handloom
blouse, less jewellery and a drape 1 R ’ - silk, thereby ensuring the non-erasure
that feels comfortable. Its — - " ' of the craft that is the livelihood of an
colour and texture already ’ -_ § L : entire community of weavers,” he says.
have such a strong pres- ; g ' His mantra is simple:“Keep the hand-
ence; you don't always ! : SSarn loom, innovate the silhouettes.”
need to add much,” - - A Chennai’s love for Kanjeevaram lies
she says. ’ &S : in the Iustre of its silk, the skill of its
Sheisalsoexploring o o ! weavers and the generations of wear-
how motifs can travel y =" i SR . ers who have made it part of the city’s
across textile tradi- \ 1 g story. Now, designers are giving a new
tions. “You might see B ] ' generation more ways to make the sari
a motif woven into a ! A : L their own, through fresher colours,
Kanjeevaram, inter- - . ) unexpected motifs and contemporary
pretedina Venkatagiri, 1 = silhouettes that take it beyond wed-
and then explored = : g - o dings and grand occasions. As Bessie
through block printing. 1 — . - - o reminds us, “Change is constant, and
The inspiration stays the = : P ) N -y that has happened in Kanjeevaram
same, but each techniqueand 1 _ < ; = as well.” Rooted in the bond between
fabric brings something differ- - oy i =AY Chennai and Kanchipuram, the sari
ent to it,” she adds. % . continues to evolve with the people who
i k : N Wwear it.
Draped differently Palam Silks rethinks B o L —Anotshika kinda
Designer Ashwin Thiyagarajan is test-  Kanjeevaram with contemporary motifs L danoushkakundu
ing what a Kanjeevaram can become 3 i @newindian
when the sari is no longer the only for- ¢ R T ¥ express.com
mat. “ Manymodern women find it cum- N B3 (cicriterionaddict
bersome to drape six yards of fabric
and stay in it all day. I wanted to male
Kanjeevaram accessible for them in
modern silhouettes that they can wear
not just for their wedding but also for
other occasions,” he says. His experi-
ments include lehengas and cor- C - b
sets. “I'm not trying to mod- == s . L ' - ' _ . =
ernise the fabric. I'm only = 3 A\ N Thf dﬂln”]ﬂn{ie Uf fhe
trying to innovate the uses . > _ o f \ A%
of the weave. Retaining the — . 7. o : - p.[]u_me rloonl h as f(I k@n
traditional techniques of - _ Vo o B ' :
its weaving, I'm modernis- : : e > ko 1
ingthe sillﬁ:nuettes inwhich £ ¥ - ¥ ! a “"ﬂy fh(, b( at ﬂ.’ul
it can be worn. So the iden- Wi S ol .
tity of the weave, the rich- . 5 , _ consistencies ﬂlld fh(}
nessof the yarnsand the intri- 1 X . ! . -
cacies of the motifs stay intact. - - = B Ir'c l 1Ness {]f d 1€
Only the garment ch,:anges to suit T 3 __* S et
themaiatt woman,- Do asptain g o -. f %% ~ handloom weaves.

A month ago, Canadian-Tamil

actor Maitreyi Ramakrishnan v | % .. : e : 3 \ » I)E.S'Il{gn(’ 'S Oj %Odﬂy

wore a custom-corseted short

d by Ashwi Th 5 ) % : . . »
Drew Barrymore Show. - _ s % should, inmy opinion,

Crafted from a tradi-

Silk Paatum . o _' o, W, IR R work withonly
Pazhamum s - A | B S B B WY fandloomsilk, thereby
| % \ ensuring the non-
erasure of the craft
that s the livelihood
of anentire
community

of weavers

— Ashwin
Thiyagarajan,
designer
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NE MIGHT THINK that after

decades of composing some of

Indian cinema’s most timeless

melodies, AR Rahman might

fancyputtinghisfeetupforabit.
Not quite. The man, who redefined the
Indian music scene, is very much in his ele-
ment, pushing the envelope and proving
thatcreativity has nofull stop. Never oneto
play it safe, the Academy Award-winning
composer isnow ready to facethearclights
in a brand new avatar as an actor in the
dance-musical comedy Moonwalk, helmed
by Manoj NS and headlined by Prabhu
Deva. With the film gearing up for release,
the air is thick with curiosity Word on the
street is that Rahman will play a film direc-
tor on screen, but the composer is keeping
his cards closeto his chest. Looks like we'll
have to wait for the curtain to rise!

And that’s not the only big-ticket project
keeping him on his toes. Rahman is also
part of Ramayana, Nitesh Tiwari's ambi-
tious cinematic spectacle that brings him
together with Hollywood heavyweight
Hans Zimmer, a collaboration that has set
the bar high and, naturally, expectations
soaring through the roof.

With The Wonderment Tour, a film set
against the backdrop of the Maha Kumbh,
and several other projects in the pipeline,
Rahman certainly has more than a few
irons in the fire. Though his calendar is
packed to the rafters, he shows no signs of
takinghisfootoff the pedal. Clearly, for this
composer, the show must go on—and the
next act is always just around the corner.

For our anniversary edition celebrating
all things Chennai, who better to catch up

withthanoneof thecity'smost celebrated
homegrown talents? From the streets of

Chennai that shaped Rahman’s early

yearstostagesacrossthe globethathave

reverberated with his music, Rahman's
journey iz one for the books. He may
have conquered the world with his
sound, but his roots remain firmly
planted in the city that watched him find
his feet and spread his wings.

In this conversation, we look beyond the
accolades to discover what keeps one of
India’s most revered composers inspired,
grounded and forever looking ahead. For
Rahman, reaching the top is hardly the end
of the story; there are always new paths to
explore, fresh ideas to follow and another
mountain waiting to be climbed.
Excerpts...

You'vebeenin front of the camera since
the'90s, but Moomwalk marks your firstreal
acting role. After decades of being watched
as Rahman, the musician, what was it
like to be observed as a character?
> I didn't have to do anything different. I
; A ¥l ’ 4 i just feel that sometimes, as a creative
] - - leader, you have to be everything you can.
S —— ' - You have to be kind, you have to be firm
. " sometimes, and sometimes you take all
that comes your way, good or bad. So, for
me, it was quite natural to be in front of
the camera this time. We handled every-
thing with a bit of humour, and Manoj
was enjoying the process and giving con-

Beyond theaccolades and st

Also, asadirector, having worked on Le

(€ R Te M ofolgg o [ol{<I gl  /7usk. my first directorial venture as an

immersive filmmaker, I learnt a lot of

AR Rahman remains driven by - Sl S s BRI,
the thr || | Of the u nkno wnan d wifepl';vas told, “Can v..e do this or that?”
I . . [ understood what was needed.
the possibility of beginning _ _ _
Was there anything about acting that surprised

RGN AET T T Wl you,perhaps something you iscovered about

Pics: Ashik Mohammed
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yourself that you wouldn't

have found through music?

Actually, even when doing interviews and
music videos, you kind of get a sense of
whatthelens islooking at. You're checking
what lens they re using, what the angle is,
and where thelight is. Becanse I'm alsoan
amateur photographer, you understand
how to behave when they're rolling and
what they're looking at. The experience of
working with other filmmakers on music
videos, interviews and everything else
made the process simple. The main thing is
to see whether you are tolerable (laughs).
Because sometimes you do certain things
that are not so favourable to the eye.
Sometimes you just have to do less to make
it look more natural. Less ismore.

You'realso working on the magnum opus,

Ramayana. When you returned to the epic decades

later through music, did it feel like coming home

to a story you already knew, or like discovering

acompletely different story as an adult?

I think, from childhood, from school

annual functions where
Ramayana was performed as
a play, to watching musical

L
",_’— : 3'_».;: theatre in Tamil Nadu, RS

Manohar's dramas on stage,

TV series and movies, you
gquestion yourself: what else
canlbring tothetable? So, when

I sawthevisionof Nitesh Tiwari
and Namit Malhotra, I was blown
away by the ambition and the
relentless work they ve been putting in. It
was pretty inspiring to see the whole
team. Even seeing it in 3D was dazzling
and quite breathtaking for me. I was
very inspired to do more and keep work-

ing on it.

You're creating the music for the film
alongside Hans Zimmer, two composers with
unmistakably different musical worlds. When
you're building the sound of the same universe,
how do you decide where Rahman's musical

voice should speak and where Zimmer's

should take over?
Hans developed a couple of themes,

and I developed a couple of themes,
and they all have their place in the
movie. Thereisalotof respect among all
the teams, and this makes the collabora-
tion more special. Then I had the task of
doing the songs and working with Kumar
Vishwas. It's exciting because he has so
much information and such ease with
the vocabulary of that era. [ keep telling
him that every cell of his is filled with
these words. It was a great honour to
work with Kumar Vishwas as a Iyricist
because've worked with many lyricists
in India, and this was very different.

You once said that if you don't do something

new every few years, you feellike you're ‘rotting’.

Whatare you doing rightnow that genuinely

scares you because you don't yet know if

you can pull it off?

I think the most ambitious project
I'm working on, other than scoring
Ramayana, is the virtual band
called Secret Mountain that we're

building. We've been working on it for

almost three to four years now. The
idea is to use all the technological
developments, put our heart into it,
and bring in the wisdom of these
characters from the places they
belong to, like Africa, India, China,

Ireland, Americaand Latin America.
There’s so much work to do, but I
think we're still waiting for the

launch. We’re still working on the music
videos, the teaser and the music. So, very
soon, you'll find out and see the launch of
this amazing virtual band.

Whatis it about uncertainty thatattracts

you creatively? Do you need to feel slightly
uncomfortable to know you're growing?

I think uncertainty is a part of life.
Nothing is certain. Life is like the weath-
er. Sometimes you feel there'll be sun-
shine, but it rains. Sometimes people pre-
dict that it's going to rain, but there’s
sunshine. That actually humbles you and
makes you feel less stressed, because
there are certain things within your con-
trol and certain things beyond it. I think
if vou can handle the things within your
control, the things beyond your control
will also help you grow and achieve.

Whatis the strangest place or moment

inwhich amelody has arrived in your head?
Ithink sometimes, when I'mtravelling on
a flight, I get an idea, and then I take my
phone, use the voice recorder and record
it. Sometimes, I do the same in the car.
One example was during the song Bharat
Humko, when I got inspired and came up
with the brass motifs for the antara while
I was in my car. The other instance is
probably on a flight, when I sometimes
wake up, set up my keyboards and com-
pose something.

What do you do when inspiration refuses to amive?
I'think when thereis a block, going out of
the space, driving or travelling helps.
Sometimes I fast. Fasting kind of clears
your mind and lets you see the truth
behind every screen—the mind screen.

You've embraced almost every major
technological shift, from synthesisers and digital
production to Al What is something you would
never let a machine do for you, no matter

how good thetechnology becomes?

Ithink what’simportantisthatamachine,
a synthesiser, a computer or anything
else should work towards your vision and
inspire it, not the other way around. I
think we are all connected through the
soul, and there is a commonality between
us. There is a collective conscionsness
that connects us all. It's unexplainable,
but it’s the truth. And that actually works
well when you can feel something. It's like
cooking, right? When you cook some-
thing you like and serve it, people really
like it. It's not as though they like it and
you don’t. It doesn’t work that way. In the
same way, technology is very much like
that, too. You take something, tame it to
suit your needs and use what is needed.

You've spentneary your entire adultlife being
called AR Rahman. Is therea version of yourself
from before the fame that you sometimes miss?
Ithink we can’t question the graph of life.
You can’'t go back and change things that
weremeanttobe a certainway So, Iwould
say I'll accept whatever has happened in
my life, the good and the bad, rather than
thinking, “Oh, I didn’'t have this, I didn't
have that.” Because every negative thing
led to something positive. Every void led
to something fulfilling later. My main
thing is to be grateful, generous, kind,
and useful, and to share what I have with
the world.

What has fame changed about you

that you wish it hadn't, and what has

it changed that you're grateful for?

I think fame is both true and false. It's true
-
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Bel Jaal Lino Saree -
Lightweight saree for an effortless elegance

<

Conceptualised, designed and handwoven in RBmEWV Design Studio. This mustard Lino
saree is crafted using our patented ‘Leno’ technique, making it 40% lighter than traditional
silk sarees. The body blooms with intricate meenakari bel jaal (creeper vine lattice)
motifs, framed by a rich crimson border adorned with Mughal-inspired florals. The pallu
echoes the body design in crimson, creating a harmonious finish.

z Lino
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AR Exparisnce
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Make a statement this festive season,
with our exclusive handwoven silk sarees

v
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Colniired by ature.
Hirsdcrafeed by RmEy

Conceptualised, designed and handwoven at RmKV Design Studio. Featured here are Muppagam

Naturals, a naturally dyed silk saree coloured with myrobalan, indigo, lac, sappan wood and
Indian madder, with multicoloured checked panels, a magenta centre panel decorated with

parrot motifs and a matching pallu; and Japanese Indigo Naturals, an indipo dyed silk saree with 3

handwoven illustrations of kimono-clad women, inspired by the Furisode, Obi, Wagasa, Sensu
and Kanzashi. [=

Chennal : Panogal Park, T.Nagar | Nexus ¥ijaya Mall, Vadapalani | Phoenlx Market City, Yelachery
Tiranelveli | Coimbatore | Bengalurn
WhatsApp : 93429 54326 | Shop Online : wwow.rmbkv.com | ) rmkvsilks @) rmbov_silks
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Ithink fameis both true and false. It’s true because you feel all the
love. You feel a sense of power, empowerment and responsibility.
Buteverything can also go ina second, and we’ve seen that happen
tomany people. So, you can’t take it too seriously or let it go to your
head. You haveto be detached fromitto live a life




KICHEES BAKED DELIGHTS

MAKE EVERY CELEBRATION SWEETER
A 4

Customised Gift Hampers
Brownie Boxes
Handmade Chocolates

Plum Cakes

Cookies

corporate orders

Custom Branding Available

@ Special pricing Available for Bulk and

Cloud Bakery : Call/WhatsApp: Flag Shop Outlet :
KG Casablanca 1 S2 Ground Floor

Thirumurthy nagar Nungambakkam 98846 31 078 Bichies based Dewghts

Chennai 34 Harrisons Hotel Lobby Cafe
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HE FESTIVE SEASON

is almost here. From

September right through

to December and into

January, our calendars
fillupwithcelebrations,gatherings,
sweets, and long evenings with
family and friends. It is a beautiful
time of year, and I want us to talk
about it honestly so you can enjoy
it fully without feeling unwell
afterwards. But as the festive
season approaches, you will see
many wellness ideas flooding your
feed and conversations. Some
sound comforting. Others feel
intense. I want to walk you through
the common ones so you can decide
whatactuallyhelpsand whatsimply
addspressure. Understanding them
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clearly makes it easier to choose
what supports your body instead of
working against it. Let’s discuss a
few trends here:

nGuili-free festive season promises: JuiG:3
se messages suggest you can eat
everything without consequence if
yvou buy certain products or follow
special rules. The idea feels reliev-
ing in the moment. In reality, the
body still has to digest rich food.
No product fully cancels the effect
of repeated heavy meals. Enjoy the
celebrations, but keep some simple
balancesoyoufeel wellafterwards
rather than relying on a prom-
ise that rarely delivers.

= Extreme detoxes: B G
usually involve strict
liguid diets, supple-
ments, or severe
restriction for sev-

eral days without

Enjoy the celebrations
without falling
for extreme detoxes,
quick fixes, and
wellness pressure

customisation or close monitoring.
They createa senseof cleansingand
control. Formost people, they stress
thesystem further afteralready eat-
ing richly. Energy drops, hunger
rises, and the rebound often undoes
any short-term change. Steady,
nourishing meals work better for
recovery than sudden deprivation.

OIETITAA quickfix. Drinking
only juices for a day or more is pre-
sented as a quick reset. It can leave
you feeling light at first. Without
protein and fibre, blood sugar
swings and fatigue often follow.
Digestion also slows when the gut

receives no solid food, but if you
keep doing it for more days, then
thebody shows side effects. A better
approach is to keep meals simple
and add extra vegetables rather
than removing food completely.

Some people jump into
very long fasting windows immedi-
ately after festive eating. The inten-
tion istocompensatequickly. When
the body isalready processingrich-
er food and possibly less sleep, long
fasts can increase stress hormones
and disrupt recovery. Gentler meal
timing, an ideal 10-12 hour fasting
window including sleeping hours,
and consistent movement support
the system more effectively than
sudden long gaps.

Bottles and
powders appear with claims that
they speed metabolism or protect
against festive weight gain. Most
lack strong evidence for these spe-
cific promises. A well-nourished
body already has the tools it
needs. Spending money and
hope on unproven products
distracts from the basics that
actually matter: protein,
sleep, movement and por-
tion awareness.

= Special teas that undo

Overeating overnight:
These teas are mar-
keted as a quick fix

for the next morning. They may
increase urine output or create a
temporary lighter feeling. They do
not meaningfully change how the
body has processed the previous
day’s food. Relying on them can
delay more useful habits such asa
short walk, adequate water and a
balanced nextmeal.

There are many such trends that
may be fascinating, but you do not
havetofollow any of these trends to
stay well. The most useful approach
is usually the simplest one, where
we focus on the foundations of life-
style. The body recovers best when
Wwe support it consistently rather
than punishing it. That means
keeping some structure even dur-
ing the festive weeks. You do not
haveto skip every celebration or sit
out every meal. You can still enjoy
the food and the company. The dif-
ference comes from a few steady
habits that protect your energy
and digestion.

Start by protecting your protein
and vegetablesatmostmeals. When
the plate has something nourishing
alongside the festive items, blood
sugar stays more stable and you feel
satisfied sooner. Chew slowly. This
single habit reduces how much you
need to eat to feel full and makes
digestion easier. Keep walking or
doing some gentle movement in the
day,evenifitisjust 20 minutes after
a meal. It helps the body process
thericher food without leaving you
feeling stuck.

Stayaheadofacidity andbloating
by choosing simpler combinations
when possible and by not eating
late into the night every single day.
A short break from heavy sweets a
few times a week gives the systema
chance to reset. Hydration matters
more than people realise during
this season. Warm water, herbal
teas, and light broths support diges-
tion quietly in the background.

After the main festive stretch,
resist the urge to jump into an
extreme cleanse. Instead, return to
regular meals built around whole
foods, good protein, fibre, andmove-
ment. Yourbody willrespond better
to consistency than to shock. If you
notice ongoing bloating, fatigue, or
skin changes, we can look at gentle
support for the gut and liver rather
than a dramatic overhaul.

The goal is not perfection. It is to
move through the season feeling
present and well enough to enjoy it,
thentocomeouttheother side with-
out weeks of recovery. Festivals
are meant to add life, not to leave
us depleted.

HEALTHY LIVING
DEEPIKARATHOD

Chief Nutrition Officer, Luke
Coutinho Holistic Healing
Systems. The writerisa
clinical nutritionist with
afocuson healthy
lifestyle choices.
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Beyond occupancy:
The equation of hosp

OSPITALITY IS OFTEN understood as the
art of making people feel welcome. Behind

that experience lies a complex interplay of

market intelligence, commercial

judgement, operational precision, and
human connection. For me, effective hospitality
leadership means bringing these dimensions
together to build businesses that remain relevant,
resilient and responsive to changing expectations.

The ultimate measure of success

Occupancy remains animportantindicator, but it
offers a partial view of a hotel's performance. Equally
importantis understanding why people travel, what
they valueduring their stay and what encourages
themto return. Sustainable performance emerges
when commercial strategy and guest experience
reinforce each other.

What can a destination teachus?

Madurai's cultural and spiritual significance
intersects with weddings, leisuretravel,and
business demand, creating a market with varied
needs and seasonal dynamics. Understandinga
destination requires anticipating evolving visitor
expectations while remaining authentic to its
character.Thelocal culture should not simply
surround the guest experience; it should help give
that experience meaning.

When do results become meaningful?

At Courtyard by Marriott Madurai, total revenue has
seen growth by 19.9 per cent, with room revenue by
17.1 per cent, food and beverage by 21.5 percent,and
banqueting by 23.9 per cent. These results reflect
contributions from different business segments.
However, data becomes valuablewhen it informs
judgement. Metrics reveal outcomes; leadership
involves understanding the factors behind them and
translating those insights into considered decisions.

Can sustainability enhance the guest experience?
Sustainahilityis increasingly integral to responsible
hospitality, butits value extends beyond
environmental performance. Guests should beable
toenjoy comfortand quality while the hotel makes
morethoughtful choices in how it operates.

At Courtyard by Marriott Madurai, initiatives
include reducing energy intensity, using responsibly
sourced ingredients and reducing reliance on
single-use packaging through glass-bottle systems.
Locally inspired touches can also connect
responsible practices with a destination's identity.

Theopportunity lies in making sustainability part
ofthe experience ratherthan an interruptionto it.
When responsible choices are practical, consistent
and thoughtfully integrated, they can strengthen
guesttrustwhile contributing to the long-term
resilience of the business.

Where does effective leadership make a difference?
Strategy finds its expression through people.
Consistent execution depends on collaboration,
clarity of purpose and a shared understanding of
service standards. Leadership goes beyond
operational oversight; it involves developing
capability, fostering accountability and enabling
teams to deliver with consistency and intent.

What will shape hospitality’s future?

The future will demand a balance between
commercial rigour, environmental
responsibility and a deeper
understanding of people and place.
Enduring success rests on the value a
business creates, the trust it earns
through beloved guests and its ability to
evolve responsibly without losing sight

of what matters to its guests.
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Mahesh Padala, General Manager
at Courtyard by Marriott Madurai
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he year begins with a note

of caution. Avoid illegal
alliances and do not walk
down darker paths. Be clear
andtransparent in your
financial dealings. Stay away
from people who misguide
you. Life will soon beginto
look more positive. Stay
determined and march ahead
towards your goals. Release
yourself fromwhateveris
holding you back. Do not focus
onwhatyoudonot have, as
that will only deplete your
self-confidence. Instead,
focus on what is still left. Itis
enough, and you can multiply
your fortune by staying
grounded. The universe is
going toshake you out of your
comfort zone. You will
undertake new projectsand
challenges that will stretch
you, allowing the process of
growth to begin again. You

. may feel alittle concerned

about your relationship with
your lovedone. Itis uptoyou
todecide how you make the
most of the opportunities.

owhatyou love! Thisis a

time of great personal
growth inyour career. There
may be extremes inhow you
save or spend money. Remain
neutral and make your
investments wisely. New
opportunities for happiness
will follow. Be very sure of
your choice; once youmake it,
do notlook back. Your dreams
will be fulfilled because of the
hard work youhave putin
previously. Face your
innermost fearsand donot
listen too closely to advice
offered by friends or well-
wishers. Once youare sure
about asituation or person,
enjoy the celebrations. A
happy announcement
regarding a relationship or
childrencouldbeareasonto
celebrate. You are blessed
with the gifts of passion,
opportunity andinspiration.
Thisis your chancetodo
something amazing. The year
is full of hope, new beginnings
and the release of energies
that nolonger serve you.
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angel calendar

THEYEARAHEAD

New year, new plans and plenty to look forward to —

THENEW INDIAN EXPRESS
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here’s your guide to what 2027 has in store

{Apr20- May20)

he year begins witha

struggle for power and
control, either atwork or in
your personal life. Do not
waste time on petty people;
instead, strengthen your
financial position. You will
enter a period when your
intuitionis goingto be
accurate. Youwill be able to
exercise discipline, restraint
andspiritual dignity. Use this
time to understand whatthe
worldfeelsand looks like from
this position. While you are
waiting, stay calm and believe
that change will come. If you
are feelinga Zen-like calm,
you are approaching the
situation in the best possible
way. The second half of the
year is full of excitementand
adventure. These are the
fruits of your hard work. Your
material needs will be fulfilled
inthe magical ways. An act of
kindness will amplify your
blessings. Business
expansion, and promotion
involving relocation, will work
inyour favour.

el

L

eaceand blissat last! Itis

time to celebrate your hard
work. The universe will bless
you with rewards and
financial support. Let
everyone fight their own
battles. Have patience with
yourself and those around
you. Moving into a bigger city
oralarger houseison the
cards. It is time to cut your
cords with toxic people or
situations that nolonger serve
you. Do not be harsh on
yourself, as letting go ofthe
situation isthe bestthingyou
cando. Youhave invested
wisely in relationships and
finances, so have patience
andwait for the harvest. Love,
peace, harmony and family
are the highlights of this
period. Respect and
compatibility among family
members will lift your mood. |
see a happily-ever-after for
many. Those who are planning
toconceive may receive good
news within two months.
Make awish andyourdream
canbecome areality.

. {May 21- hane 20)

he year begins witha

feeling of a breakup, either
ina relationship or at work.
Shake off those feelings of
disappointment and distance
yourself from the toxic
environment. You need a fresh
outlook in order to overcome
these hurdles. Spend only on
essentialsand avoid
unnecessary splurgingon
luxury. Your hard work and
intelligence will be noticed by
the management. Itis timeto
move ontothe next project.
Awards, relocation and
promotion are foreseen.
Scholarships and grants may
also come your way if you
wishto pursue further studies.
An additional source of
income, such asa start-up
opportunity, may be offered
to you. Opt for it only if you
and your potential partner are
onthe same wavelength. If
you are inlove, feel free tobe
openaboutyour relationship
status. It isa progressive year,
filled with a generous amount
of abundance and challenges.

TTARIUS

SAGITT
{Nov 22 - Dec 21)

tartinga newlifeis always

amixed bag of excitement
and emotions. You have finally
found your life purpose. Your
power may intimidate many
aroundyou. Your strength and
grace lie inyour kindness,
self-confidence and ability to
forgive. Evenif it ruffles afew
feathers, do not look back.
Look forthe magic inlifeand
be aware of your emotions.
Trustthe divine timing. A
great deal of activity is lined
up. A major heartbreak may
be on the cards. Whateveris
happening is happening for
your good. Work on your
budget and make your
investments wisely. Be clear
about what you want and take
actionaccordingly. If you
choose love, liveinthe
moment and enjoy the
rewards of your hard work.
Movinginto a new house will
be auspiciousand may open
the pathway to new
beginnings, both financially
and spiritually. Your spiritual
journey begins.

ostalgia may have you

firmly initsgrip. Itis one
thing to dwell on the past, but
you may have some
reassessment to do. Look
back and work on what you
need to resolve. Claim your
personal power. Youmay be
receiving quite a lotof positive
attention at the moment. Smell
the coffee andstay grounded.
Believe in your own worthand
remain true to your dreams.
The quest for balance and
harmony will challenge you
duringthis period. Thereisa
way to transform your life.
The second half of the year
looks promising. Hope,
inspiration and successare
foreseen. Youwill be awash
with inspiration. Things will go
very well, and youwill
experience true growth. This
isa destiny ride you were
meant totake, and, while it
hada bumpy start, this venture
could endupbeing awinner.
Good karma will be rewarded.
A wonderful year full of love
and important events.
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{Dec22-lan 19

e persistentand gentle,

and approach the dangers
that surround youwith clear
eyesand anopen heart,
without fear. Stop clinging to
the idea that things will
change within atimeframe
that is comfortable for you.
Youmay have tochange your
plansand readjust your
expectations, but watch what
you achieve whenyou finally
surrender to the process. Your
good times and good fortune
beginnow! Include your true
friends and loved ones in this
good fortune. Financial
abundance and anelevationin
social status will be the
highlights of this period. This
isa destiny ride you were
meant totake, andthe venture
could endupbeing awinner.
Happy announcements
regarding relationshipsor
childrenwill keepyou in high
spirits. The Wheel of Fortune
favours younow. A change in
direction will bring happiness
and prosperity. Travel will be
beneficial.

This columnis based on angel oracle guidance and numbers

he year begins withhope

andnew plans. Delays are
not denials, so continue your
quest for new beginnings.
Thereislight at the end of the
tunnel. Relocation or overseas
travel plans will bring
promising opportunities for
the future. Monitor your
expenses. Dare to be different,
butdonot overdo it. Your
ascended masters and
ancestorsare watching over
you. Ifyouare getting into
business, a partnership could
prove fruitful. Ensure that
everything isdocumented and
thatyouand your partner
share the same vision. Trust
your judgement and intuitive
insights. Thisisthetimeto
address the elephantin the
room rather than continuing
toignoreit. Work on your
fearsand shortcomings. The
universe has blessed you with
a special gift, the ability to
make anything look classy.
Financial success is
guaranteed, provided you use
your resources wisely.

§ i
@ AQUARIUS
Lig {Jan 20 - Feb 18)

ou arean inspiration to

many, and your success
story will be discussed. This
year, your karmic cycles are
coming full circle. A happy
ending and a new beginning
are being manifested. Invest
in spirituality, as thatis your
pathtowards nirvana. You
have done awonderful job,
and now it is time to explore
other ventures. Awards,
rewards and promotions are
in the pipeline. Celebrations
and emotional bonding are on
the cards. Abundant rewards
for your hard work are coming
your way. With deeply
emotional commitments, life
is looking wonderful ahead.
On the work front, itis
importanttodo your
homework beforehand. An
excellent opportunity will be
offered to you. Scholarships,
further education or social
media ventures may prove
fruitful. Itistime toget to
work. If you have been
contemplating travel plans,
thisisthe righttime.

AALIIYAA
HJARRIWALA

Chaldean numerologist,
angel oracle guide & healer

rustyourself andtake the

leap of faith this year. If
you are planning toget into
films, acting, OTT or even
modelling, this is the time for
you. Keep yourself grounded
and your plans guarded.
Release yourself from
whatever is holding youback.
Detox your body, mind, and
soul. Seek spiritual and
physical guidance. Itis timeto
work onyour physical and
spiritual well-being. Your
worries about the future are
unnecessary and stem froma
lack of self-confidence. You
are completely motivated, and
that determination will bring
great results. Have patience
with yourself and those
aroundyou. Seek relief from
stress and focus on your
sleeping patterns. Meditation
will guide you agreatdeal.
Your dreams are back on track
and will soon manifest. If you
are in love, make choices from
your heart. A trip toan exotic
locationwill end the year with
fun and celebrations.

)

he universe is aligned with

you this year. You can
manifest the life you want,
and what you need will
magically appear. Successful
new beginnings anda major
breakthroughare on the
cards. When you give, you
alsoreceive. Life will be better
if you simply make a decision.
Itis time for celebrations and
moving into your new dream
home with your loved one.
Abundant rewards for your
hard work are coming this
month. You are ona high, and
thatcan intimidate others.
People may try to drag you
intotheir problems, soitis
bettertoavoid thesetricky
situations. Release the past
and let go of anything that no
longer serves your highest
good. A more enriching future
is coming for you. Consider
taking a more uplifting
approachtowards life. Ifyou
are becoming emotionally
withdrawn, seek out other
possibilities. Look for the
magicin life.
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month of concerts. Itisa

time when one year draws to

a close and a new one begins.
Throughout the year, we travel far and
wide, performing concerts in differ-
ent places. But like migratory birds,
we flock to a familiar place for a par-
ticular season before moving on to
other destinations. As musicians, I
think all of us converge in this beauti-
ful ecosystem called Chennai’s music
sabhas. The season usually begins
in late November and extends all the
way to the end of January, when the
Thyagaraja Aradhana takes place.

The rasikas, too, are an important

part of this experience. I would say
that perhaps 50 per cent of the audi-
ence consists of familiar faces, while
the remaining 50 per cent are people
who are either listening to us or expe-
riencing Carnatic music for the first
time. To challenge ourselves every
day in front of such an audience gives
us a clear understanding of where we
stand at that particular point in our
musical journey.

The magic of surrender

I may sound a little idealistic when I
say this, but I feel that there is a force
far greater than ourselves that carries
us forward during the Margazhi sea-
son. Otherwise, I sometimes wonder
whether it would bepossible to sustain
ourselves for so many years, singing
at Margazhi concerts with such fre-
quency and intensity I believe it is the
grace of God that makes this possible.
Personally;, for me, italso comesfroma
senseof surrender thattakes over just
beforethe season begins.

Of course, we learn new composi-
tions, revisit our repertoire, and draw
upon the best song lists and presenta-
tion techniques wehaveexperimented
with throughout the year. We bring
together what we feel are the strongest
elements of our musical journey and
offer them during the Margazhi sea-
son. And then, at some point, I simply
leave it all to God.

The art of improvisation

I have been attending season con-
certs since I was an eight-year-old
boy, accompanying my grandmothers
to their concerts during Margazhi.
For a long time, I didn't realise that
Carnatic music involved so much
improvisation on stage. Even when
it came to a simple raga alapana, 1
assumed that everything had been
rehearsed beforehand. Whenever the
mridangam artiste finished a rhyth-
mic passage and the ghatam or kanji-
rer artiste took their turn, I imagined
that they were simply reproducing
what had been played before them. [
wondered how these musicians had
such extraordinary memories and
how they couldreproduceeverything
so impeccably. It took me a while to
understand that this was, in fact,
improvisation. The artistes weren't
reproducing the same ideas note for
note; they were responding to what
had come before and creating their
own interpretations in the moment.
That was when I began to understand
the magic of the concert platform. It
is a space where ideas are exchanged

" 7

is more than just a L

on Margazhi

freely, where artistes inspire one
another, and where each musician
is given the freedom to nurture and
express their own musical ideas.

Alive concert is an opportunity for
musicians to set aside their egos and
cometogether as a cohesive unit. The
Chennai audience can immediately
sense when there is a spirit of one-
upmanshipon stage, and that can put
them off. They want to see theartistes
enjoying one another’s music, smil-
ing at each other and responding to
one another with warmth.

Margazhiis for everyone

Margazhiisnolonger just about con-
certsormusic. Itencompasses dance,
musical workshops, lectures, experi-
mental genres, and new spaces where
artistes canexploreand presentideas
forthefirst time. And then, of course,
there is food, food trails and so much
more. Theentirecity comes alive,and
I think that is what makes Margazhi
so special. Its cultural significance
has also received international rec
ognition, with Chennai’'s December
music and dance season being recog-
nised by UNESCO.

From reels to the stage

We are seeing a new generation of
listenersdiscovering Carnaticmusic
through entirely different routes.
Someone might discover a raga
through a film song or a pop melody
OF come across an artiste on a digital
platform before deciding to experi-
ence their music live. I think there
is a wonderful sense of awe in that
transition: going from a brief digital
encounter to experiencing the full
depth, spontaneity and immersive
quality of a live performance.

So, for me, Margazhi is for every-
one who loves music. You could plan
a whole day around music, attend
concerts, participate in listening
sessions, explore food trails, or sit
in on insightful discussions that
help you understand what Carnatic
music is trying to communicate.

Sikkil Gurucharan talks
about Chennai’s enduring
love for music and the
inclusive spiritthat?
makes Margazhi special

Celebrating diversity
The city provides a home for so many
differentformsof music. Youhavethe
pureexperienceof listeningtoclassi-
cal Carnatic music, or South Indian
classical music, alongside North
Indian classical concerts. You also
have collaborations between North
and South Indian classicalmusicians
through jugalbandis. Beyond that,
there are Western classical perfor-
mances, jazz concerts and folk tradi-
tions rooted in the original sounds
of Tamil Nadu, including nattupura
isai and koothu. All these forms of
music coexist in Chennai. The city
is one of those rare places where you
could walk into a major auditorium
and find it presenting an evening
dedicated to film songs for one week.
The following week, the very same
auditorium might host a Carnatic
classical concert. A fortnight later,
it could be a Western classical or jazz
performance, followed by a stand-up
comedy show a fow weelis later.

Taking music beyond hubs

One area where I believe we can do
better is in taking concerts beyond
the established cultural hubs. There
may be people in other parts of the
city who want to listen to Carnatic
music but find it difficult to travel
to the central areas where most con-
certs take place. I think it would be
worthwhile for artistes, sabhas and
cultural organisations to explore
more venues across the city, bringing
concerts closer to these audiences.
There is also another small but
meaningful gesture that musicians
and cultural organisations could
consider: taking music to pecple who
may no longer have the opportunity
to experience it for themselves. This
could include visiting orphanages,
homes for destitute women and chil-
dren, and facilities that care for burn
survivors. Taking music to them
could be a wonderful act of kind-
ness. After all, music should not be
limited by geography, circumstance

Or aCcess.
—As told to PSangeetha
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Sikkil Gurucharan
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METRO IS designed around

movement, its stations serving

as points of passage in a city

that rarely has the luxury of

standing still. Yet in Chennai,
the network is beginning to accommo-
date a different relationship with pub-
lic space, as commuters find themselves
drawn into live performances along their
daily routes. There is a certain whimsy
in the idea of bringing music into a com-
mute more often associated with packed
carriages, missed trains and the daily
scramble for a seat. With Chennai Metro
Rail Limited (CMRL) actively facilitating
these musical encounters, the network
is acquiring a cultural life that extends
beyond the journey itself.

Platforms and performances
For Keerthivasan Raghuraman of Office
Gaana, the metro has long offered pos-
sibilities beyond commuting. “When [ am
stressed out, my girlfriend and I some-
times go on metro dates. We just take the
metro from the airport to Wimco Nagar
and then come back. Chennai is so beauti-
ful from the metro,” he smiles.

His relationship with the network
extends to performing on it, too. “Even
before I was a part of Office Gaana, we used
to do a lot of live music performances in
public spaces, and CMRL was one of the
partners we worked with. Initially, ITused to
take my guitar, go around metro stations
and busk there. We had permissions, and
people would come and enjoy different
kinds of art,” he recalls.

For Senthil Raj of On the Streets of
Chennai, which organises performances
in public spaces, the appeal lies in watch-
ing a commuter’'s hurried trajectory give
way to an unexpected encounter with
music. Unlike a conventional concert,
where audiences arrive with the intention
of listening, a station performance catches
people in the middle of their everyday
routines. “Suddenly, people look at us,
smile and show a sense of surprise. They
walk towards us and just stand there.
They were walking in such a hurry, but
they decided to stay back for half an
hour, an hour or even an hour and a half.
That is something very fascinating to
seg,” he shares.

Performing at floor level, with audienc-
es gathering around rather than watching
from rows of seats, changes the relation-
ship between musician and listener. “You
connect to the audience very well. You
know what works and what doesn’t work
as a performer. If somebody is walking
by, they may spend two minutes watching
your show. If you are able to make them
stay longer, that is something we subcon-
sciously pick up as performers, and you

daily commute has
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see the smiles on their faces. That itself
feels very fulfilling,” he adds.

All aboard

The idea has travelled beyond station
platforms, too. For Metro-vil Madras Day
in August this year, Super Chennai collabo-
rated with CMRL to turn a moving train
into a concert venue, with Office Gaana
performing aboard a special service
that travelled from Koyambedu towards
Chennai airport and back. Registrations
reportedly closed within 30 minutes of
opening, with thousands applying for a
place on theride.

For Keerthivasan, performing aboard
the train was unlike a conventional con-
cert. “It was very intimate. You get to

meetrandom strangers whodon't pay
you anything. You don’t owe them
anything, but you owe them love.
You owe them the celebration
of how people from different
backgrounds in the city
come together to cel-
ebrate something,
which is Madras,”

he says.
For Ranjeeth
Rathod, man-
aging direc-
tor of Super
Chennai, the
initiative grew
from a larger
question about
how the city
could create
more opportuni-
ties for people to
gather. “How do we
bring that fellowship
together? That was the
question we had in mind,” he
says, pointing to the limited availability
of public entertainment spaces in thecity.
The metro offered a way to bring people
together through an experience woven
into everyday urban life. “Is the metro just
for commuting? Yes. But if we can add lay-
ers of fun and frolic, why not?” Ranjeeth

questions.

Commuting remains the network's cen-
tral purpose, but a train that doubles as
a concert venue or a station that invites
people to pause for a song adds a vibrant
facet to the daily journey. In a city whose
cultural life spills out of auditoriums into
streets and neighbourhoods, the metro is
becoming another place to gather, listen
and encounter Chennai anew.

—Anoushka Kundu
nﬂush kakundu
@newindianexpress.com
EA @oriterionaddict
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Tamil hip-hop,
jazz, metal,
post-punk,
experimental
pop and more —
meet the
musicians and
communities
bringing
Chennai’s
independent
music scene alive

HENNAI'S MUSICAL

IDENTITY has never

been confined to one tra-

dition. Carnatic musie

and film soundtracks
remain part of the city’'s cultural
vocabulary, but a growing com-
munity of independent artistes is
exploring Tamil hip-hop, gaana,
metal, jazz, post-punk and experi-
mental pop. What makes the scene
encouraging is not only the range
of music being made, but also the
willingness of audiences to step
outside their usual listening hab-
its. Musicians, organisers, cura-
tors and venue owners are creating
opportunities for that exchange,
even as questions around venues,
funding and the sustainability of
live music remain.

Music without
boundaries

Artiste RANJ moves between
Tamil songwriting, R&B, hip-hop
and experimental production.
Her music also addresses wom-
en's desire, gender expectations
and the freedom to define herself.
“I'm also grateful for the fact that
I didn’t need to choose one thing.
And I feel like everyone in my
generation also understands
that feeling of really being sev-
eral things at the same time,” she
says. RANJ believes audiences are
welcoming different sounds, but
adds that Chennai needs more
Wwomen artistes.

Producer OfRo brings Tamil
hip-hop, gaana and electronic
production into conversation with
influences from around the world.
“It's not just different genres com-
ing together, it's different cultures,
experiences and each one’s story
and how they bring their story into
the music,” he says.

Singer Siennor moves between

58]

hip-hop, rock, electronic music
and classical influences, following
an emotional response to music
rather than allegiance to a style.
“At the end of the day, whatever the
genre, either the song touches me
ornot,” he says. Singer-songwriter
Stevie, whose influences include
gospel, indie pop, alternative rock
and R&B, is similarly encouraged
by the talent emerging from the
city. “As a community, weare small,
but in terms of talent, I feel
we've grown leaps and
bounds,” he says.

The Dipshit Ladies
combine musie
and comedy, bring-
ing vocals, guitar,
keyboard and per-
cussion to the stage.
Radha Sunder, Neerja
Ramnath and Nyma
Singh Merchant began
as friends who sang
karaoke together before a
friend invited them to per-
form at Angular Festival, a
music festival in Chennai.

“New music, old soul,” says
MNeerja, describing the trio.
“It's an exciting time to be
looking for gigs to catch in
Chennai. You are likely

to find new talent, sound and
energy every other week,” she
adds, while hoping to see more
all-women bands.

The Madras Guild of Performing
Artsisbroadeningideasaboutwhat
achoircan perform. Led by director
of musicAtulJacoblsaac, thechoral
ensemble explores music beyond
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the sacred repertoire traditionally
associated with choirs. “When we
say choir, generally the attribution
goes to church choir, but there is
so much music outside of just the
sacred nature,” he says.

Metal matters

Drumtoid, a solo metalcore proj-
ect, draws on J-pop, K-pop and
anime music. “I tend to absorb
many minor intricacies while
listening to music, and that can
rumtinate in the back of my mind
and become a melodic or rhythmic
idea,” Drumtoid says.
Incendiarius explores pro-
gressive metal through shifting
rhythms and polyrhythms, with
influences that include King
Crimson and jazz musician John
Coltrane. “To someone who is unfa-
miliar with my band and the kind
of music I make, I would say that
this is controlled chaotic groovy
noise,” says band member Boja R.

Rooted jazz

Tamil Jazz Collective began by
translating jazz standards into
Tamil before moving towards
original compositions. “We start-
ed off translating jazz standards
into Tamil, which is why we are
called Tamil Jazz Collective, but
thennow we'vemoved on towards
our original music,” says vocalist
and composer Harini Iyer. Harini
pointstothe range of performances
taking place across the city. On
one day alone, she says, audiences
could choose between Agam, whose
music draws on Carnatic rock,
Tamil Jazz Collective and indie-
pop-folk band, Easy Wanderlings.
For her, the fact that such con-
trasting performances can take
place simultaneously reflects the
growing willingness of listeners
to explore different sounds.

Continued on page 60
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Guitars and grit

Alternative rock band Spotlight
brings together its members’
varied influences, including pro-
gressive rock, punk and pop
funk. “A lot of efforts go behind
defining the sound of a song or
an album, to try and bring
together all our influences,”
saysLaxman. He wants more
venues wherebands can per-
form regularly and test new
material.

Broadway Addicts,

formed in college around £
12 years ago, draws on i
jﬂ%

0\

post-punk, with Teleyizion

and Talking Heads among

its influences. The band also
writes about the city around it.
“Wearealso talking about urban
Chennai problems,” says Vidyuth
Subramanian, who plays in the
group. A shortage of venues and
dwindling motivation contributed
to a hiatus of three to four years.
The band resumed playing last
year and is preparing new music.

-

Making space

The scene depends on people
willing to organise gigs, introduce
listeners to unfamiliar sounds and
create places where musicians
can perform. In Chennai, many
of those people are musicians
themselyes.

Drummer, mridangam player
and Carnatic vocalist Manu
Erishnan has performed with
bands including Jatayu and
Chaos, and collaborated with The
F16s and The Casteless Collective.
Through Metal Chennai, he has
helped build a heavy-music com-
munity, with Brutal Carnage run-
ning for more than 15 editions over
eight years. He now also works on

Brnadwmu&ddicrs

Permanent Vacation,a platform for
independent artistes, and curates
live music at The Spotted Deer at
Palomar by Crossway. “We want to
build something for the indie and
original music crowd. A consis-
tent, reliable platform they can
count on,” Manu says. He believes
a supportive venue partner is
essential to making such initia-
tives sustainable.

Armaan RM, an organiser with
Metal Chennai, sees the scene asa
collective effort. “Audience mem-
bers, promoters, and musicians,
everyone has to work together to
keep the scene alive,” he says.

Vidyuth Subramanian, whoalso
plays in Broadway Addicts, runs

Continued on page62
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The Dipshit Ladies

Focus Group Radio, a music and
art discovery community built
around listening sessions and
events. The project began with
online listening parties during
the pandemic and later expanded
into clubs, bars, DJ sets and fes-
tival appearances. Asked about
audiences, Vidyuth points to the
response to Focus Group Radio’s
Angular Festival, where listeners
encountered unfamiliar sounds
and musical experiments. “I can
definitely say this is one of the
mostopen-minded crowdsthatT've
ever seen. People want to go out
and try new things,” he says.

The Nook offers another way
to encounter live music, bringing

audiences close to the performers.
Owned by Chennai-based bassist
and music producer Azan Sherif,
who also founded and plays with its
resident band, The Room Service,
the venue is designed around an
intimate experience. “You'll expe-
rience great sound, a thought-
fully curated environment, and
top notch performance in a space
that's basically Disneyland for cre-
atives,” Azan says.

OfRo’s Atti Culture, co-founded
with filmmaker Ken Royson, works
with artistes to develop their sound.
“It's more about helping them dis-
cover what their sound is and sort
of building the necessary resources
around each artiste so that they can
becomeself-sustaining, "hesays. The
challenge, he adds, is ensuring that
artistes have support beyond indi-
vidual releases. “Otherwise, every
time they release a song, it's a fresh
struggle, and you have to keep get-
ting people to listen, and you have to
find the next opportunity,

5 = and you have
v to start from
scratch every time,”

: he says.
The next set

Chennai has the talent and an
audience willing to explore it. The
challenge is building a live-music
ecosystem that can sustain both.
Siennor points to the financial
burden of putting on shows, with
musicians often paying out of
pocket and taking responsibility
for promotion. “The live music
scene is still thriving, but at the
cost of live musicians putting in
their money mostly and having
to carry the weight of promo-
tions and everything else on their
shoulders, and not just music,”
he says.

What also stands out is the will-
ingness of people within the scene
to point towards one another’s
work. In conversations about their
own music, interviewees recom-
mended other artistes to hear and
people to speak to. The attention
was not treated as something to be
guarded; the hope was that more
of the scene would be heard. That
generosity, alongside the music
itself, is a reason to be optimistic.

— Anoushka Kundu
Clanoushkakundu
wnewindianexpress.com
BA @criterionaddict
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Chennai’s passion-driven communities are bringing people together
over shared interests, creating spaces where strangers connect, ideas
are exchanged and a sense of belonging takes shape

APPINESS ONLY REAL
when shared.” The
line, written by Chris
McCandless in the mar-
gin of the novel Doctor
Zhivago, became familiar through the film
Into the Wild. In Chennai, shared happi-
ness takes less dramatic forms: a Saturday
morning rumn, a film screening, or a gath-
ering of enthusiasts comparing watches.
These communities offer people a reason
to come together, even when friendship is
not what brings them there. While some
do find closefriends through these groups;
others pick up a new skill, sharpen an old
one, or simply find a reason to show up. So,
here are a fow of the groups giving the city
areason to show up.

44

The city, seen anew

At Urban Sketchers Chennai, an ordinary
street can easily become an impromptu
studio. A vegetable seller, an ironing man
or a tangle of electric wires might make the
day’s subject. Namita Ravichandran, an
artist and illustrator who helps administer
the group, says the chapter began with
just three or four people in 2022, after film-
maker Mohan Krishnan first started it in
2020. Today, around 45 people turn up for a
typical meet.

“We see beauty in the mundane,” she
says. Thegroup sketches on locationrather
than from photographs, choosing markets,
parks and streets as readily as heritage
buildings. At the end, everyone lays out
their work for a “throwdown”, revealing
how many different ways one place can be
seen. "It is a very non-judgemental space,”
MNamita says. The group has also become a
way for people new to Chennai to discover
the city, and for lifelong residents to look at
familiar streets differently. After a sketch
meet, some members head off for coffee or
breakfast together. The drawing brings
them intothe same place; what followsisup
to them.

Madras Inherited invites people to look
moreclosely, too,thoughitsrouteisthrough
history Ashmitha Athreya, the initiative’s
trustee, head of operations, and lead story-
teller, says it began in late 2017 with walks
around historic houses in Mylapore,
inspired by Vincent d’Souza of Mylapore
Times. It later expanded across Chennali,
with walks held every weekend.

“I believe walking allows you to observe
significant, often overlooked details, even
on familiar paths,” she says. “It encour-
ages a connection with your surround-
ings.” For Ashmitha, the point is not
simply to admire old buildings, but to
notice whose histories have been pre-
served and which voices remain
unheard. “We constantly and con-
sciously ensure that we address var-
ied outlooks and perspectives of the
historical narrative,” she says. The
walks, she adds, can change how par-
ticipants see their own neighbour-
hoods.

Neither group requires special-
ist knowledge. A sketchbook or a
willingness to walk is enough to
begin seeing the city anew.

Making room for

the things we love

For Sulai Sha, founder of
Madras Watch Club, collect-

A TARSrobot prop from Sequel's

ing began with his father’s old Titan. His
club, which meets once every two months,
grew from wanting to talk watches in per-
son after years of seeing enthusiasts gath-
er online.

“I strongly believe personal value any
day tops monetary value,” he says. For
Sulai, the appeal of watcheslies asmuch in
the stories and history behind them as in
the fascination with how they work.

The club offers enthusiasts a chance to
share these stories in person, learn from
one another and connect over a common
interest. With each meeting, more collec-
torsarefindingtheir way intoa community
built around a shared passion.

At Kannadi Cupboard, self-publishing
artist and founder Prassana Venkatesh
brings people together around handmade
publications. He opened the everyday gal-
lery in December 2024, inspired by zine
clubs abroad and the simple pleasure of
making something with others.

“The fact that you are able to make a
tangible object with your own thoughts
that you can share around is fun and excit-
ing to most individuals,” he says. Zine

screening of Interstellar

A mblesetjbran evenmgm"
conversation at Ladies Suppe

UrbanSketch&rsChemmmembershpout
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We often ask women, ‘What
doyou bringto the table?’
without stopping to ask,
‘Istherea table in the
roomatall?

— Ayisha Roshan

themes have explored subjects such as liv-
ing alone, meeting protein goals, and
casteism and food. The format welcomes
anyone curious about making a zine, not
just people with an art background.

Prassanahasnoticedmore peopleexplor-
ing independent publishing, including at
the gallery’s self-published book fair. Yet
circulationremainsdifficultinacity where
publishing houses dominate.

Cars and Coffee Chennai offers a differ-
entkind of show-and-tell. Mukundan TCA,
one of the organisers, says the idea was to
give motoring enthusiasts a relaxed place
to meet without the agenda of a rally or the
formalities of a club. The firstgathering, in
June 2023, drew around 25 cars. Since then,
the events have included vintage vehicles,
supercars, motorcycles and miniature
models. “We never wanted this to be a con-
test,” Mukundansays. “Themomentthere’s
aprize, peoplestart wondering whosecar is
better.” Without trophies or judges, a hum-
ble Maruti SS80 can attract as much atten-
tion as a Lamborghini. Owners exchange
restoration tips, recommend mechanics,
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and discuss hard-to-find parts.

People may arrivetolook at cars, butthey
often leave with new contacts and
conversations that have strayed into work,
family or travel.

Acrossthese communities, an interest is
a starting point rather than a test of status.
What only matters is having something
to share.

You can come onyour own
Cloka founder David Karun started his
running club after discovering how deeply
running affected him. When friends could
not join him, he put an invitation on social
media. The first run took place in January
2025. The club now has thousands of regis-
tered members, with weekly runs and addi-
tional activities such aslifting and boxing.

“Running felt profoundly therapeutic
and spiritual tome,”he says. “Thatinspired
me to share that experience with others.”
People arrive alone or in groups, and expe-
rienced runners encourage beginners to
keepgoing. Organisersmake introductions
and try to speak to newcomers rather than
remaining within their own circles.

“Running with Cloka means being with
people who care about mutual progress
and overcoming limits together,” Karun
says. Some friendships have developed into
groups such as the “Slurp Gang”; mem-
bers also use the group chat to seek emer-
gency help and organise blood donations.
“Sweating together creates unbreakable
bonds,” he says.

Chennai’s hip-hop scene offers another
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route into community Karan of Bfab crew
began freestyle battles in 2016, encouraged
by senior dancers who helped build the
city’'s scene. Today, college culturals and
social media help newcomers find class-
es, events and fellow dancers. Shaped by
African American culture, hip-hop spans
dance,rap, graffiti,and DJing, with Chennai
adding itsownflavour through Tamil musie
and kuthu. Artistes such as Yogi B, Dr Burn
and MC Jeez helped establish this local
identity, while Karan’s crew has produced
artistes including Paal Dabba and Vengayo.
“Hip-hop is a culture,” he says. “Through
the years, Chennailaid a strong foundation
using our roots.” While greater visibility
has opened up opportunities, he worries
that short-form videos can distract young
dancers from developing their craft.

At Sequel, a film club founded by Rhea
Kannan, the gathering continues after the
screening. Shebegan it because she wanted
somewhere to discover films, watch them
with othersanddiscuss whattheyhad seen.
Its first proper screening was Kottukkaali,
after early discussions in cafés. “Honestly,
I started it for a fairly selfish reason.” she
says. “I built the thing I wanted to be part
of, and it turned out a lot of other people
wanted it too.”

Sequel now screens films roughly once a
month, primarily Tamil titles, with some
Malayalamand Englishselections. Theclub
is invite-only because discussion is central
tothe experience. Rhea wants people to par-
ticipate, not simply watch and leave.

“Staying back is the whole point,” she
says. “Many friendships have come out of
them. Peoplehave started working together
and even making films together.”

For Bhea, watching together makes room
for interpretations that might never occur
to a viewer alone. “You hear how someone
elselived througha sceneand how they read
a moment you thought was obvious,” she
says. Its audience includes film workers,
students, doctors, engineers and parents,
many of whom arrive without knowing
everyone in the room.

with people curious about their fields, often
in barsrather than lecture halls.

The audience questions are often a high-
light, with discussions taking unexpected
turns. People return for subjects that inter-
est them, or bring friends who might dis-
cover a new fascination. “There is more to
this city and to its nightlife than just food
and drink,” he says. “There can be excite-
ment, learning, engagement, and the shar-
ing of knowledge.”

Ladies Supper, founded by researcher
Ayisha Roshan, takes a more intimate
approach to bringing people together.
Inspired by the French salon tradition and
academic dinners, the gatherings bring
women together over a meal to discuss sub-
jects ranging from misogyny in artificial
intelligence to bodily autonomy and the
politics of domestic space.

Each supper accommodates around six
to eight people, allowing conversations to
unfold without the pressure of a formal
debate or the expectation of reaching a
conclusion. “We often ask women, ‘What
do you bring to the table?’ without stop-
ping to ask, ‘Is there a table in the room at
all?"” Ayisha says. For her, the idea is to
create a space where women can question
accepted assumptions, share their experi-
ences and disagree without having to prove

Ctlrinsity isa good their intellectual credentials. There are no
cameras or expectations of turning conver-
Eﬂﬂl.lgh reason sations into online content.

Damodharan K, Jino J Ampakkadu,
and Manju Bhashini created Lectures
On The Rocks to give adults a place
to learn outside formal education.
Its talks, held twice a month, have
ranged from the neuroscience of
musicians and astrophysics to
probability, poker, and the his-

tory of chillies. “There is no
:'E real outlet where you can

connect experts

. LJ"‘I it

These communities differ in how they
meet and who can join. Some gather weekly,
while others meet every few months, and
not everyone comes looking for friendship.
People show up to sketch, run, discuss cin-
ema or explore an interest that matters to
them. In the process, they find spaces where
meeting others does not have to begin with
small talk. There is already something to
do, learn or share, and sometimes that is

learn asanadult outsideof a  enough to bring them back.
N few hobbies or sports,” —Shivani lllakiya
! Damodharan says. El shivani
B e The organisers {@newindianexpress.com

B @Shivanilllakiyaw
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Agathering at Kannadi Cupboard
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ORNING WALKERS
IN a Chennai park
aren’t usually greet-
ed by contemporary
photography, but
when the Chennai Photo Biennale
(CPRB) first filled Nageshwar Rao
park in Mylapore with images
back in 2016, it offered a glimpse
of achanging city Foralong time,
Chennai’s creative life ran on par-
allel tracks that rarely crossed.
Dance, classical music, painting
and gallery shows each had their
own audience and their own eti-
gquette. As art curator Jonathan
Faustputs it, “It was morea ‘if you
know, you know’ sort of space.”
Today, that rigid infrastructure
is loosening up. Across parks,
malls, heritage spaces, and inde-
pendent venues, a new generation
of artists, designers, and creative
collectives are refusing to wait for
traditional permission. They are
building their own stages, spark-
ing cross-disciplinary conversa-
tions, and shaping the cultural
pulse of tomorrow’'s Chennai.
Reflectingonthe creative evolu-
tion, Chennai-based artist Shiva
Ravishankar notes, “When we
started out as artists, we couldn’t

68]

Thecityis
acquiring new
layers—inits
galleries, streets,
and livingrooms.
Wespeak tothe
people shaping
the Chennai of
tomorrow

8 vibrant

p
A glimpse of Madras Art Guild at VR Chennai
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find a space like the Madras Art
Movement, something so vibrant.
That’s what has made us get into
the spaceof creatingour owncom-
munities, becausethatinfrastrue-
ture is basically non-existent.”
That circle has got advanced
today. Over the past five or six
years, open mics, independent
venues and informal exhibitions
have multiplied, and conversa-
tionsaboutarthavemovedbeyond
technique into ideas. Jonathan,
who runs The Sunshine House
with Purple, shares how their

collective now stages close to 10
shows a year, and it began in a
city that was far less curious.
Their explanation is straightfor-
ward. After the pandemic, people
searching for meaning turned to
art and therapy, and social media
amplified that habit.

Growing beyond
thegallery

The most visible change is where
art now lives. It has spilled out
of white-walled rooms and into

shopping centres, parks, beaches,
and heritage buildings.

Shreyans Bohra, founder of
Artiform and The Collectors
Room, a contemporary cultural
gallery, sees the same widening
from the design side. Chennai's
scene, he says, has grown more
diverse and experimental, with
art, design, and architecturetalk-
ing to one another far more than
theyused to. Sumi Gupta, curator
of Madras Art Guild, puts it in
terms of connection. “Five vears
ago, visual art, architecture,
music, technology and craft sat
in separate circles. Today, peo-
ple across these fields seek each
other out, and together they are
creating work that none of them
would have made alone.” For her,
thereal signof growth isnotabig-
ger headcount of artistsbutanew
confidence to take Chenmnai's tal-
ent beyond familiar boundaries.

For Varun Gupta, co-founder
of the Chennai Photo Biennale,
this was a response to scarcity.
When the Biennale began, almost
no Chennai gallery was willing
to show photography. Bengalurn,
Delhi, and Mumbai each have
about 30 to 40 spaces where an
exhibition can happen, he points
out, whereas in Chennai “yvoucan
still count on one hand the num-
ber of spaces that are large, free,
and open to the public, and that's
the big key.”

So CPE went to where people
already were. Its first edition, in
2016,filled NageshwarRao Parkin
Mylapore with images for morn-
ing walkers and families who
had come for a stroll. A decade
on, Varun still meets people who
date their interest in photogra-
phy to that park. A later exhibi-
tion at Anna Nagar’s VR Chennai
mall introduced photography to
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around 140,000 people. “Even if

Inside Artiform

Today, she notes, many arrive look-
ing for the work, ready to discuss it
and bring their own readings.

Varun credits a wider push for
shifting tastes toward installa-
tion and interactive work. Shiva
observes that the older patrons
are equally encouraging.“When
they see a young person coming
and doing art and engaging, the
older crowd is happy to see people
reviving itand promotinginterest
in art,” Shiva says.

Ashvin Rajagopalan, director
of Ashvita’s gallery, offers a sharp-
er diagnosis of why the move is
happening. Footfall at traditional
cultural venues, he suggests, has

Thereisagrowing
dialogue between
contemporarydesign
and Chennai’s
cultural identity

Sumi takes the middle path. The
energy, sheargues, comes from the
place where both worlds meet. Art
schools, museums and long-stand-
ing cultural bodies give artists his-
toryand credibility while indepen-
dents bring freedom to experiment
and question

Ashvita’s position itself as one
that is both institutional and for-
ward-looking. The gallery’s stated
mission is to grow the Madras Art
Movement, and ithas been exhibit-
ing extensively at Lalit Kala
Akademi for this, which Ashvin
calls a truly democratic space. It
also runs Contemporary Now, a
curator-led show thatbrings select-
ed galleries and their artists to cit-
iessuchasChennaiandHyderabad,
with Bengaluru, Kochi and other
southern cities earmarked for the
future. Both Chennai editions, he
says, Were very successful.

Theinfrastructure

crunch
For all the momentum, the speak-
ers return to the same ohstacles:
space, funding, and structure.
Ashvin says, “In Chennai, the
infrastructure for art has always
been very minimal. If you look at
public spaces where art can actu-
allybeshown, wherea galleryoran
artist can rentaspace or be invited
to a space, we are limited to the
LalitKala Akademiin Chennaiand
places like the Madras Museum
and other government institu-
tions. These are still very difficult
to navigate for this purpose.”
SunshineHousedescribesascat-

- tering of informationthatishard
Y8 ' touse.Someonewhosays “Iwant
@1 | tobeanartist” hasno clearroute

| to follow. Colleges, they argue,
| nurture ideas and technique but

' stopshort of teaching execution,

such as career planning, finan-
cial goals and programmes to join.
That, they believe, is why so many
people enrol in art college while
far fewer end up with art in their
jobs. For Purple, who comes froma
family without an art background,
building a platform for artists was
her own first step.

Funding and career sustain-
ability remain heavy walls. Shiva
points outamajor hurdle.“Making
it (art ) into a full-time career is
still abighurdle for us. The wayit's
structured seems still fragmented,
andawarenessaboutmakingagood
livelihood out of freelance creative
work is missing.” Furthermore,
Shivaemphasisestheneedforstate
backing.“Wehavetoget thestateto
support artists. Look at Ireland,

you see a Lalit Kala Akademi, it's  become hard to sustain, so pro- _ S hrev,',-a ns BO hra where they gave a monthly salary
a white cube gallery Not every- grammes migrate to hotels and . to a few artists and the economic
body will enter, not everybody malls. His reasoning is that “the contribution turned out to be very
feels like they want to go, and not  truth is people are looking for an  terpreted in modern ways. positively impacting the town—
everybody goes. But if youputan experience, and the existing places Bl.l“ diﬂ asta that infrastructure is hugely miss-
exhibition in a train station, they  of cultural engagement lack expe- g ge ing from a city like Chennai.”

have a chance to discover a new
art form,” Varun says.

Sumi Gupta’s organisation
works on the same principle at a
far larger scale. MAG, launched in
Chennai in 2019, is part of a pub-
lic art festival network that spans
Bengaluru, Chennai, Amritsar,
Nagpur, and Surat. Across 33 edi-
tions it reports more than 11 mil-
lion visitors, over 20,000 partici-
pating artists and more than 15,000

rience, which is why the music
seasons need the sabhas, art gal-
leriesneed cocktails, and so on and
soforth.”

But notall of the shift is happen-
ing outdoors. A parallel movement
bringsartintodomesticand design
settings, says Shreyans. He shares
that showing work in a lived-in or
designed environment “makes art
more accessible and part of every-
day life.” Shreyans sees a growing

Ask who is powering this energy
and the answers might get divided.
Sunshine House has no doubt.
“Independent collective efforts,
definitely,"thepairsayInstitutions,
in their view, have mostly offered
constancy rather than evolution.
They pointtogroups suchasUrban
Sketchers Chennai, Artist.
Chennai, Studio Erimin, Kannadi
Cupboard, Pagir, and Backyard as
the places where new work now

The next phase, however, is
already being planned, led by ini-
tiatives like the CPE’'s upcoming
December 2027 edition and the tire-
less efforts of local independents
and studios. What the city needs
now, as these voices highlight, are
accessible rooms to hold them all,
institutional and state backing to
keepthemgoing, andaclearmapto
help newcomers find their way in.

students. “A public space meets dialogue between contemporary  finds its footing, along with talk- —ApurvaP
people where they are,” shesays. design and Chennai’s cultural led formats such as Charpoi apurva.p
Earlier, visitors paused, asked identity, with natural materials Chatter and SustainabilATTI, a @newindianexpress.com
questions, and took photographs. andregional influences beingrein-  show on slow fashion. A @appurvaa_
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N A TYPICAL morning at

Besant Nagar Beach, one person

might be watching the sunrise,

another might be taking pho-

tographs, and a group nearby
could be warming up for a run. A little fur-
ther away, someone may be settling down
with a book, while vendors prepare for the
day’s visitors. Come evening, the scene
changes again, with families, food stalls,
performers and people looking for a few
hours by the sea.

For a long time, these everyday rituals
defined Chennai’s relationship with its
beaches. Going to the beach meant spending
time with family, meeting friends, eating
something from a roadside stall or simply
watching the waves. But the coastline is
increasingly becoming a place where people
organise their interests around others.

From photography walks and communi-
ty running sessions to live music, creative
workshops and beachside celebrations,
Chennai’s beaches are taking on a more
active cultural identity today. We speak
with artistes, organisers, and community
heads to understand how the coastline

culture
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From sunrise runs and photography walks to
live music and beachside weddings, Chennai’s
coastlineis becoming a hub for communities
built around shared interests

shapes the cultural lens of the city

Finding acommunity

Sathish Ashwin, founder of VAMOS Run
Club, knows how quickly a small gather-
ing can grow into something larger. The
club began with three people running
together. Today, he says, it has more than
5,000 members and organises regular
weekend sessions alongside larger events
and collaborations.

“Running is one of the sports that is
very hard to pick up because it needs a lot
of patience. A lot of people will not do it
alone,” he adds.

VAMOS therefore makes its weekend
sessions about more than covering a par-
ticular distance. Running is accompanied

by games and opportunities to meet people,
helping participants form connections
that encourage them to return.

The beach plays a central role in this
approach. The club’s weekend gather-
ings are usually held at Besant Nagar
Beach, although the organisers also use
Palavakkam and Marina beaches inter-
changeably. Sathish says the open space
allows them to accommodate group activi-
ties that would be difficult to organise in
more confined urban settings.

The location also attracts people who
havenotnecessarilycometoexercise. Some
arrive for the sunrise, notice the group and
decide to join in. Others are drawn by the
sight of people running together.

“A lotof peoplelook at us, and people who

From the photo walk by The Cfmns Club

N

come just to visit the beach get interested
and join us,” he says.

For VAMOS, thebeachizsnotsimplyasce-
nicalternative toarunning track. It is part
of what makes the community possible.
The openness of the space, the presence of
other people and the informal atmosphere
encourage participation without making
the activity feel exclusive.

Thebeachasa

creative classroom

Safrin Halima of the art collective The
Chaos Club also credits the open coastal
setting. Through photography walks, she
encourages participants to observe people
and everyday life through a camera lens.

For Safrin, the beach is a particularly
rewarding place to dothis becauseitbrings
togethera cross-section of Chennai’s popu-
lation. Vendors, shopkeepers, families and
visitors sharethesamelandscape, creating
opportunities for photographs that reflect
the city beyond its familiar landmarks.

In a city where social activities can often
revolve around restaurants, shopping

Pic: Aditya Bedre
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centres, and organised entertainment ven-
ues, a photography walk offers a different
way to spend timme together. It is inexpen-
sive, informal and centred on learning
through observation.

The beach’s accessibility is a major part
of its appeal. Participants do not need a
studio, specialist equipment or an elabo-
rate setup. They can begin with a phone
camera, a willingness to observe, and an
interest in the people around them.

Safrinbelievesthebeachhasalsobecome
a place where people are learning to slow
down. Some arrive to read, others to cro-
chet, while some simply want to sit and
spend time without an agenda.

“There’s a certain mindfulness in how
beaches are approached today. They're less
a place to pass through and more a place to
pause,” she says.

Safrin hopes to expand this idea through
a group art workshop on the beach. She
sees the coastline remaining one of the
most accessible settings for organisers and
artistes, particularly those looking to cre-
ate experiences around shared interests
rather than formal instruction.

Bringing the arts
beyond the stage

For musicians, however, moving into pub-
lic spaces requires a different kind of
adjustment. Vibha, a singer who has per-
formed by the beach, isaccustomed to sing-
ing with a live band or accompanying her-
self on guitar. But performing in an open
setting has required her to adapt to the
environment and the audience.

The difficulty is that people arriving ata
beachside venue may not have come for
music. They could be there toeat, socialise
or enjoy the view. Unlike a concert audi-
ence, they have not necessarily chosen to
listen to a particular performer.

Vibha says she sometimes feels she is
losing the crowd when people do not recog-
nise a song or are unfamiliar with the
genre. During a jazz set in July, she
addressed this by performing jazz versions
of popular songs. Her rendition of
Metallica's Nothing Else Matters became a
crowd favourite.

“It was something that they could
recognise,” she says, explaining why
the arrangement connected with listen-
ers who might not ordinarily seek
out jazz.

There are practical challenges as
well. Wind can affect theaudio, the
heatand humidity canmakesing-
ing uncomfortable, and connec-
tivity problems can prevent per-
formersfrom accessing backing
tracks or accommodating
song requests.

Yet the experience offers some-
thing that a conventional venue
cannot always provide: thechanceto
encounter music unexpectedly A
person who did not plantolistentoa
singer might stop out of curiosity
and discover something new.

Beach; a part
of the celebration

Not every beach gathering is
organised around a hobby or artis-
ticpursuit. For Meghana Sumesh,
who works in management at
VGP Heritage, the coastline also
provides a setting for celebra-
tions that people want to
make memorable.

Beachside weddings, birth-
day parties and breakfast gath-

[74]

erings are among the events she has seen
take place. Their appeal lies in the atmo-
sphere that the setting naturally provides.
“Beach weddings areno longer just a thing
of the West!” she says.

A celebration by the sea offers a different
experience from a conventional banquet
hall. The landscape becomes part of the
occasion, while the light and breeze influ-
ence how people experience the event. In
the early morning, Meghana says, Golden
Beach at Injambakkam can be particularly
beautiful, with the sunlight reflecting on
the water.

“It'sreally pretty, and I wish more people
could experience this,” she says.

Meghana believes the natural surround-
ings reduce the need for elaborate
decoration. “You don’t need a huge back-
drop or décor when nature’s given you
something incomparable.”

The beach also draws guests from across
Chennai, not just those who live nearby.
According to Meghana, people are willing
to travel for the experience of celebrating
by the sea.
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This reflects a broader change in how
people approach leisure. A location that
once served as the default destination for
an evening outing can become the main
attraction for a more carefully planned
experience. The setting is familiar, but the

reason for visiting has changed.

Keeping the beach
open toeveryone

As more communities use the
coastline, maintaining the space
becomes asharedresponsibility
The very qualities that make
the beach attractive, including
its openness and natural set-
ting, can be compromised if
visitors and organisers fail to
look after it.
Meghana says cleaning up after
events remains one of the biggest
challenges. While event teams
arrange cleaning before and after
gatherings, she wants visitors to
take greater responsibility for
their own waste.

“Be sensitive towards all living
creatures and ensure that we don’t
leave behind our trash,” she says.

She also points to the need to
respect turtle-nesting grounds and
to be mindful of the ecological
effects of increased night-time
activity The beach is not simply an

open-air venue. It is part of a liv-
ing coastal environment, and the
growth of events must take that
into account.
Safrin acknowledges that

weather is a major limitation for outdoor
activities. Wind, heat and humidity can
affect the comfort of participants, while
open spaces cannot accommodate every
type of workshop or event. Vibha's experi-
ence with sound and connectivity rein-
forces the fact that a beautiful setting does
not eliminate practical difficulties.

The challenge is to make the beach more
welcoming without making it less accessi-
ble to the people who already depend on it
for recreation, work and daily life.

—ApurvaP
= apurva. p@newindianexpress.com
B8 @appurvaa_
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Romance:Howto < —
Ruin Diwali: Meet the Parents

Perfectionist Mmabatho Nkomo (Rosemary Zimu-Mnguni) hopes to make a
good impression when she meets her fiancé Varshen's (Kyle Clark) traditional
Indian family for the firsttime. Butthe arrival of her estranged parents turns
the Diwali gathering into an awkward family affair, Things spiral further when
Mmabatho accidentally reveals her future father-in-law's secret affair —
leaving her scrambling to repair the damage before the celebrations fall
apart in this popular South African TV series. Octaber 30. On Netflix.

Family: A Dog's Perfect Christmas

As Christmas approaches, the Goss family struggles to stay together
following a series of personal setbacks. When amedical emergency leaves
the household in turmoil, a lost Corgi puppy arrives at an unexpected
moment. Narated by Winstead — the family's loyal Basset Hound —

the film follows how the dogs help their grieving grandfather and teenage
granddaughter reconnect and rediscover the importance of family

during the festive season. November 4. On Netflix.

Sports drama: The Greatest

Theseries traces the formative years of boxing legend

Muhammad Ali (Jaalen Best) ~ from his gold medal victory atthe 1960
Rome Olympics to his landmark win against Sonny Liston (Amin Joseph)

in 1964, which made himthe world heavyweight champion. Beyond his rise
inthering, the story explores his relationships with family, mentors and
civil rights leader Malcolm X — revealing the personal convictions that
shaped his identity and legacy. November 4. On Prime Video.

Crime-thriller: Nocturne

Ex-soldier and homicide detective Jonah Lynn
(LievSchreiber) is pulled back into the investigations of
missing people connected to notorious serial killer Jurek
Walter (Stephen Graham). Despite Jurek being locked up
in prison, Jonah's investigation hits a roadblock, forcing
him into arace against timeto find the remaining victim
and sending his surrogate daughter — FBI agent Saga Bauer
(Zazie Beetz) — undercoveranddirectly in contact with
Jurek, October30. OnApple TV,

==

Greatest Show You've Never Heard Of

This documentary revisits the rise of Second City Television (SCTV) — the

Canadian sketch comedy show thathelped launch the careers of some of

comedy's biggest names. Featuring interviews with surviving castmembers,

rarearchival footage and a reunion in Toronto — itexplores the creative
partnerships, friendships and unconventional ideas thatshaped theseries
and cemented its influence on television comedy. October 30. On Netflix. =

Drama: Love Always

Amarried coupleon the verge of divorce gets an
unexpected chance to rethink their relationship
whena mysterious twist tums them young again.
Forced to revisittheir pastwhile navigating life with
younger bodies, they confront old regrets, forgotten
dreams and unresolved conflicts as they adjust to
their changed circumstances. Language: Tamil,
October 30. On JioHotstar.

Stick (Season 2)

As teenagegolf prodigy Santi Wheeler
(Peter Dager) moves closer to realising his
dream of becoming a professional golfer — his
mentor Pryce Cahill (Owen Wilson) begins
to question his own unfinished ambitions.
Encouraged by former rival Clark Ross (Timothy
Olyphant), Pryce launches an unlikely comeback,
hoping to become the oldest golfer to wina major
championship. With a new coach and trusted
caddie by his side, hemust confront the
failures of his pastwhile proving he still
has what it takes to compete.
November4. On Apple TV.
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Sonos
Ace Ultra

Sonos' new Ace Ultra are noise-can-
celling headphones with up to 35hours
of battery and rich audio, which can con-
nect directly with your Sonos system. You
can now move sound between headphones
and Sonos speakers without pausing or
restarting. Features includeSpatial
Audio, Lossless Audio and Dolby
Atmos. Sonos.com

Sonodyne
SAMA 8000

The SAMA 8000 is a flagship 7.1.4
channel soundbar system with Dolby
Atmos. It's engineered to deliver a truly cine-
matic home theatreexperience. The setup
features a soundbar, a pair of wireless sur-
round speakers, and a powerful wireless
sub, creating an expansive 3D soundstage.
Connectivity includes HOMI in, HDMI i
eARC, Opticaland BT.
sonodyne.com

Capillus
HairBand

The Capillus HairBand is a hair-well-
ness wearable for women, which brings
medical-grade laser techinto a lightweight
wearabledesigned to be used thricea week
for five minutes. The technology used
here is low-level laser therapy for
rejuvenating hair growth.
capillus.com

® Nike
=) AirZoom
| Hyperslide

This Nikex Hyperice recovery slide comes with
Air Zoomcushioning and a Hy perice pod that
delivers vibration and heat. It's designed to
reducetension and promote relaxation inthe
feet after training or a long day. The Hyperslide
has a removable, magnetic pod in the adjust-
ablestrap, which offers three levels of
heat and vibration, controlled on-pod

through the Hyperice.
app.nike.com.

' DailyObjects
Node 3-in-1

Naode is a wireless charging hub, which can be
- configured into a 3-in-1dockthat uses modules
to let power find its way. Modules can beattached,
. detached, configurations shifted, and every touch-
point is designed to makecharging feel intuitive and
. distinctly yours. Awireless charging stand can pow-
. erupto25W using Qi2.2 tech while there's a built-in
\  7800mah battery to keep power portable.There's

Frameo

Frameo is a digital frame
(available in multiple sizes) with

e anapp for support that connects to \  alsoawirelesschargingdiscandanApple
1 )-.a wifi and can receive photo and % Watchcharging stand. Abeautifulporta-  /
et videos seamlessly. It's super easy ble lamp adds to the excitement. _

toset up and comes with perks like
calendars, individualised albums,
collage mode, clock and weather.
#14990* amazon.inframeo.com

dailyobjects.com

Here's a unique phone that offers kids
(7-13) moretools to explore the world and
is free from clutter. The hardware is custom-
built for kids and sized for smaller hands and
engineered to withstand drops and scrapes.
An onboard camera identifies plants, birds,

bugs and animals whilecalls and texts can
bemade to parentapproved contacts.
And there's no social media, web
browsers or app store here.
Freckle.tech

CREAMi

Creamiisa7-in-1ice cream maker that
creates frozen desserts in the form of
creamy icecream, sorbet, gelato,

smoothies, milkshakes and more in just
minutes. You get to use theingredients Isthereashiny
you choose. CREAM has dual drive motors nelw gadget
to shave thin layers and a creameriser you'd liketotell Ban Meta
paddle to churnice crystals. Witha 473 usabout? 3
mltub capacity and 7 one-touch Mu%?mm Audio
F””‘?'a’“”;ﬁ:gﬁ;?aﬂuﬁt havel | — _.. S . Thesenew Meta Audio glasses are built

without a camera; however, they can play
music, podcasts and take calls or even
answer your questions. Powered by Meta
Al,you can also send messages
and set reminders.
ray-ban.com

HomeView

Apple's HomeView looks to make the smart
home a lot more personal. A seven-inch touch-
screen display doubles as a control centre for

your connected devices, a screen for

FaceTimecalls and an entertainment hub
with speakers on board. With Siriand Apple

Intelligencein the mix, it can tailor infor-

mation to individual family members.
The idea is to bring communication,
home automation and entertain-
ment togetherinoneplace.
apple.com

Ashok Pandian

7 @a shokpandian
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JaguarType 01

Jaguar Type 01 is the firstof a new era. A luxury four-door GT that looks and drives like no other electriccar. Tri motor
technology with Intelligent Torque Vectoring puts out up to 1,030PS and 1,365Nm of torque, achieving 0100 km/hin
3.4seconds. A 118kWh battery and 850 volt architecture means drivers can complete up to 99.7 per cent of all journeys
withoutinterruption, with an anticipated range of up to 640 kms. The Interactive Driver Display— a 24-inch single
glass OLED screen—places absolute control directly ahead of the driver, providing exceptional clarity and operating
theintuitive new Jaguar Infotainment. An additional smartphone-style seven-inch display between the driver and
front passenger places the most common key controls within

instinctive easy reach. Immersive audio creates awall
of sound using a full-width, full-range,
automotive-first panoramic soundbar wrth il
sensaory audio seats.Estimated i
pricing: ¥.5crore.

Rolls-Royce Regatta =~ Here’s a look at some of the most exciting cars set

Rolls-Royce willintroduce the Phantom Regatta, an extended commission, which pays tribute tothe to make their debut inthe coming months. From
racing vachts of the English South Coastand to the regattas on the Solent. The exterior is finished in » .
RegattaBle, deep marin one, overa ower body fEngih Whie, appled asa hanc-aidtwo- the biggest and best in the category to more
calls the line where ayacht's hull me e water. The interior colourw . .
evnk;ggeygsﬁﬁl:grfaisail: dﬂﬂprbiue water be{nw,wim \l.]hite canvas above. Seat and door ;:-ipnilrf:;:rr hum ble WhEEIS, thESE Upcomlng I’Id esare
i s LM R sure to turn heads and take your breath away

DRIVENBY THE

FUTU RE

Everybody loves automobiles fora
reason. They are an expression of
freedom, your own point of

therapy. The idea is to show

—

you the biggestand

Denza Z9 GT - . baddestof themall,

The Denza Z9GT is BYD's luxury marque, and this four-door shooting brakeis | > : 4\ e e highlighting the
setto occupy a unigue position in the luxury car market. At the heart of the Z9 = —"""f Y amazing strides
GT is a substantial 122.5kWh battery pack that powers three electric motors, : : 2 _____,...- being made in
delivering a combined output of 1,156hp to all four wheels. This formidable : ; e " technology. So
powertrain enables the electric shooting brake to accelerate from 0to 100kph in here are some
aclaimed 2.7 seconds, whileits top speed is rated at 270kph, placing it firmly contempaorary
among the high-performance electric cars in its segment. The Z9 GT also prom- cars heading
ises impressive usability, offering a WLTP-certified driving range of up to 600km your way, which
onasingle charge. Estimated pricing: Z1.2 crore. have the right

— : fusion of

. technology and

comfart, The list

includes pure petral,

hybrids and full electrics! And the best

part? Most of these are around the

corner with bookings already open for
most. All pricing is ex-showroom.

Skoda Superb

The new Superb is now even more spacious while also being safer thanever, courtesy of 10 airbags,
numerous assistance systems and a total of 28 Simply Clever features. Moreover, the Superb com-
bines excellent fuel economy withgreat performance. India will initially geta state-of-the-art diesel.
Later, there could be a new plug-in hybrid with an increased electric range of more than 100 kms cover,
an outputspectrumfrom 110 kW (150 hp) to 195 kW (265 hp). One of the key interior modifications is
the gearshift lever mounted on the steering column. This frees up space on the centre console, provid-
ing the driver with even more comfortand additional storage space. Estimated pricing: 355 lakh.
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Mercedes-Maybach

Mercedes-Benz India has launched the new Mercedes-Maybach 5 580e, the first-ever
electrified Mercedes-Maybachin India. The car uniquely blends the serenity of electric
driving with the effortless range and flexibility of an internal combustion engine, creating
an unparalleled luxury experience without any compromise. The India-spec
Mercedes-Maybach 5580e is offered exclusively in the indulgent four-
seat first-class rear configuration, transforming the cabinintoa
luxurious private lounge. Individual executive rear seats, a
full-length business centre console, wireless charging and
temperature-controlled cup holders deliver exceptional
comfortand convenience. At the heart of the Mercedes-
Maybach 5580eis an advanced six-cylinder plug-in
hybrid powertrain with 4MATIC, producing 585 hpand
750 Nm of torque, comp lemented by the seamless
/ operation of the 9G-TRONIC
| 4 transmission. It offers 100 kms of range in pure
s.m L= electric form, with a top speed of 140 km/h on
pure electric. Priced at 3.35 crore.

Mercedes Benz
GLC electric

For many years, the GLC has been the most
popular model from Mercedes-Benz,
repeatedly topping the charts asthe
brand's bestseller worldwide. Now comes
the all-new Mercedes-Benz GLC with EQ
Technology, offering 360 KW withup to 713
kms of range in the GLC 400 4MATIC. It
leads the way with adesign language and
intelligence powered by the Al-driven

Audi Q9

The new Audi Q9 combines spaciousness, precise dynamics, and technological
innovations. Highlights include third-generation curved digital OLED rear lights,
individual electric seats in the second row, power doors and the largest panoram-
ic sunroof ever fitted to an Audi. Sophisticated suspension and quattro all-wheel
drive, paired with highly efficient powertrains, guarantee composure
on almost every surface. For the first time, automatic
doors offer increased comfort when entering and exit-

il g Iy - ~ "“125_—:__::?__ b ing the vehicle. Extensive surround sensors protect
T]&f{;&uperb:qin.ﬂurﬂ E[:ﬂ"c ﬁrsté;.«; e Ty - e e ,T against collisions: an obstacle detection system
}a.r?li:rstt!e!Ixucdaeisl?namr?{lﬁmﬁgg?: % e & ""Il \lx‘llxlmﬁl ) | stops the door if it cannot be opened fully. The
Emghw andchaf;msmﬂ » Fange, _ \ \ |11 | \ | || thirc-eneration digital OLED rear ights setnew

Greeting custome rsasthey.stepintu - " |, - k \ \ K H.‘ \ 'l. standards for form, function, and safety. The outer
AN — SO RRRRRRARRRMNAN  iiital OLED panels,a world first, are curvedin

the all-new GLC is the stunning all-new
seamless MBUX HYPERSCREEN. At39.1
inches, it isthe largest screenina
Mercedes-Benz to-date. Combined with
warm and inviting ambient light that illu-
minates even the starry SKY CONTROL
panoramic roof, ittakes to a new level, the
unigue Mercedes-Benz ‘Welcome Home'
feeling of comfort, safety and being sup-
ported. Estimated pricing: ¥85 lakh.

three dimensions, thanks to ultra-thin glass.
Digital Matrix LED headlights with a micro-LED
module provide precise illumination, and high
contrast. Estimated pricing: ¥1.5crore.

BMW M5 Touring
“100 Jahre Niirburgring”

As such, the all-new BMW M5 Touring “100 Jahre
Niirburgring” limited edition

satisfies thewish list of demanding enthusiasts who val-
ue the hallmark dynamic prowess of an M machine and
the refined performance of a BMW M5 but do not want

- to forego the additional load space, practicality and

© ! S a8 0t ce : : .
: ¥ = 00 sy cxan long-distance comfort of a touring model. Asin the
Range Rover Electric \,eﬁ?‘:t?ﬂﬁﬁ?:ﬁw ﬁ?ﬁﬁiﬁﬂ*ﬂ;ﬂ% " saloon, the M HYBRID system produces a maximum
Range Rover, The original luxury SUV, will now be available with electric propulsion, ﬁ&\%\“ﬂ @“&h‘im“ﬂﬁaﬁﬂ@é anedt aey W output of 727 hp and a peak torque of 1,000 Nm for a
heralding a new era. The vehicle features twin permanentmagnet 260kW electric e ﬁ“‘sﬁﬂ S\ 25 o ehﬁlﬂﬂeﬁ“‘ o 0-100 km/h time of 3.6 seconds and a top speed of
motors that generate 550PS and 850Nm of torque, and is powered by a 118.5kWh gt andiTS origrt e \os THE 1 deiv® Jone 302 km/h. At the sametime, the partly electrified
lithium-ion double-stack battery consisting of 344 prismatic cells delivering out- Tﬁ“gam‘uaﬁ%gﬁmmm?ﬁmmmﬁmﬂ ;;g W2 o powertrain enables almost silentand locally
standing energy density. The advanced 800-volt architecture provides fast, adapt- A e o L pOne ﬁm\\‘ﬁa o8B F e 0y emission-free driving with a range of up to
able split-charging capability. The 0-100 km/h sprinttakes 3.6 seconds, and witha ‘J&H g aﬁﬁﬂm R 13“"“‘;13:;&“3{:&;1 age‘u v 60 kms. Estimated pricing: 2.7 crore,
range of up to 530 kms, most drivers can complete their daily journeys without n Y] CRAML L nse i i
nae%eing t»'.‘ft]I recharge. Estimated pricing: 23 crgre. & T“B‘“nﬁaﬁ H.fc;nﬁﬁ“‘t'm ,‘{ng‘;c‘ﬂ“e\ﬁ@ﬂ“ ot — Ranojoy Mukerji
- e el v eLe Elranojoy@newindianexpress.com

T LS AL A |
@q‘ﬁ W‘m ‘I;\ﬁ““@ \I‘*N"-m m’{ﬁﬂ‘ 2
\ p— - ﬁ.xﬁ“:““ ot 19L “a‘l“‘“a:umg:ﬂ‘s | €8 @ranojoym
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Vellore

ntury fort, built under the Vijayanagara Empire,

i i iti d housesasShiva
i 1806 m.ltmyragamstqrmsh rulean
mﬁﬁdﬁ&ue and a church withw]r the pﬂf sw:éhsrr':ﬁ#afce ﬂ;g
] 5 Hn
i gmdﬂai!::ﬁa:ﬁaf}ﬂﬁm leadsto aseasonal waterfall.

o detuur,;:.ﬂiﬁ your appetite towards nearby Ambur forits

ehrated biriyanior Arcot for the
e syrup-soaked makkan peda.
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’ 1
t

vellore's 16th-ce

Gingee is ahistoric town in Tamil Nadu, best known for
Gingee Fort, or Seniji Kottai, a formidable stronghold
spread across three rocky hills. Its granite ramparts,

ancient granaries and seven-storey kalyanamahal £ S i
speak of its military past. Afewkilometresaway, B = Sf L
Singavaramis home to a rock-cut Ranganatha Temple, : it
where agiantreclining Vishnuis linked to the legend of 7777 FFFREmn —
Raja Desingh, the young ruler who died fighting the | ﬁm Yy WM 4
Nawab of Arcot in 1714. Misit between Novemberand = o C
¥ » TL i

-

February, when the cooler weather makes exploring

I

R;;sr-zga Temple
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w E E KE N D / Tirupati
f A darshanatTirumala maybe there. i
.: there's good reason to Iin;er after mﬂﬁéﬂ?ﬁﬁgﬁiﬁm
( The ancient Silathoranam rock arch sits among the hills,
Chandragiri Fort recalls the might of the ijayanagara
\ Empire, and Talakona Waterfalls offers a forest escape
beyond the tEm_ ple crowds. Backat the table, tuck into a fiery
\ Andhra meal with gongura pachadi,then make room for the
/

Lo Vellore Fort

L il
thefortmorepleasant. [y % - oo A 1 . "
nstmeanddﬁmmmmxss-mmzﬁ-g.sﬁum 1_ W _Lord Vishnuas Ranganatha at the Madhya

famous Tirupati fadduand a plateof ta i
sshinle ngy pulihora, served

A change of scene, a good drive and a weekend | islance anddrive Around 135-160 kam; 34 hours, W
well spent — all within hours from Chennai \(

Chennai is a perfectly good city to live in. But, if you are looking for aweekend escape from the scorching sun and the din of traffic, we have
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EXCHANGE

A WIN FOR YOU.
A WIN FOR INDIA.

A transparent gold exchange process that gives you
the best value for your old gold and helps India reduce its imports.

KT

Get 1KT Extra* on
exchange of old gold and

upgrade to new designs
o

_2/

*Conaitions Apply

Talk to our jewellery expert to know more {, 1800 2966 677 | Buy online at tanishq.co.in ﬂ or Download our App [] [>> ¢ *Conditions apply, For T&C visit our website,
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