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Fighting misinformation
with hope

The New Indian Express Group believes that information
is the foundation for knowledge and to make clear
decisions. And it has always been its endeavour to

provide its readers with news and facts.

We at The New Indian Express believe that the only way
to fight the torrent of fake news is by giving you the facts
- plain and simple. Triple checked for authenticity and

with a good deal of sensibility.

The New Indian Express and City Union Bank bring
you a digital version of TNIE straight to your

smartphones/devices - every single day.

Meanwhile, if you'd like to keep track of news
and happenings in real-time, log on to
www.newindianexpress.com or check out our other
group sites for your daily dose of art, culture, cinema,

education and more.

Happy reading!
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PUJARA RETIRES FROM
ALL FORMS OF CRICKET

The Saurashtra batterwho served
as Indla’s Test No 3 formora than
adecade calls it aday...

THIRTEEN-YEAR-LONG TEST CAREER COMES TOAN END

Pujara, who last played for indla In the 2023 World Test Champlonship final, announced his
retirement on Sunday. "Wearlng the Indlan jersey. singIng the anthem, and trying my best
each time | stepped on the fleld—|t's Impossible to put Into words what It truly meant. But
asthey say, all good things must come to an end, and with Immense gratitude | have
decided to retire from all forms of Indlan cricket.” the 37-year-old posted on soclal media
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CLASSICAL MATCH-WINNER IN MODERN ERA

= With 795 runs at an average of 43.60 from 103, Pujara |s elghth
Indian among the highest run-getters In the format

u An old school batter, the 37-year-old defined some of India's histaric
Test wins in last decade especially In South Africa, England, New
Zealand and Australia (SEMA countries) | P11

I

HE FEATURED INTI TESTWINS INSENA
COUNTRIES, THE MOST FORANY INDIAN
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First flight-test of home-grown air
defence weapon system successful

Indla’s alr defence shield polsed to get major upgrade to defend agalnst aerlal threats

MAYANK SINGH @ New Detri

I a big boost to India's air de-
fence capabilities, the Defence
Ressarch and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO) has success-
fully conducted the maiden
flight-test of the Integrated Air
Defence Weapon System (IAD-
W), the Ministry of Defence
said on Sunday.

[ADWS is a multi-layered air
defence system comprising the
quick reaction surface to air
missiles (QRSAM), very short
range air defence system
(VSHORADS) missiles, and a
high-power laser-based direct-
ed energy weapon (DEW).

The indigenous air defence
system was flight-tested at 1230
hours off the coast of Odisha
on Saturday

“During the flight-tests, three
different targets including two
high-speed fixed-wing un-
manned aerial vehicle targets
and a multi-copter drone were
simultaneously engaged and
destroyed completely by the
QRSAM, VEHORADS and High
Energy Laser weapon system

Re A

Chief Minister MK Stalin presents a bronze
statue of Thirwvallwar toV-P candidate
Sudershan Reddy in Chennai | express

Reddy labelled
Naxal to hide
centre’s fault,
says Stalin

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Chennal

ACCUSING the BJP of wearing
a Tamil identity mask to seek
support for its Vice-President
candidate CP Radhakrishnan,
Chief Minister and DME presi-
dent ME Stalin on Sunday said
it is ideologies and not individ-
nals that guide politics as indi-
viduals are just symbols. “We
should support the ideology
that stands for the people,” he
said.

Addressing a meeting of
leaders of INDIA bloc and the
alliance’s MPs from Tamil
Madu in Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha to support Justice B
Sudershan Reddy’s candida-
ture for the V-P election, in
Chennai, the CM also hit out at
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for targeting the former
SC judge over Naxalism. “The
centre could not end Naxal-
based extremism and in order
to hide its incompetence, Jus-
tice Reddy was labelled a ‘MNax-
al’ by Shah,” the CM alleged.

“Fou (Reddy) are eminently
qualified for the post of Vice
President of India. That is why
the INDIA bloc has declared
you as our candidate. At a time
when the BJP is attempting to
undermine the Constitution,
we need a judge who has de-
fended it once to safeguard it
again. Justice Reddy is also one
who respects Tamil Madu and
its sentiments,” Stalin said.

Recalling Reddy’s call for
withdrawal of the new MNation-
al Education Policy (NEFP), Sta-
linsaid Reddy had said the WNEP
is against hman dignity since
it would only promote ‘I-IMe-
Mine culture. P&

DROO conducts rrlall:len fllﬂht tests uf Integrated Alr I]Efente Weapun System | pm

at different ranges and alti-
tudes,” the defence ministry
said. It added that all the weap-
01 EVstem components, includ-
ing the missile systems and
drone detection and destruc-
tion system, command and con-
trol mechanism along with
communication and radars,
performed “flawlessly”. The
performance of the svstem was

confirmed by the Integrated
Test Range, Chandipur

The missiles successfully in-
tercepted and neutralised the
indigenously developed,
SHIERA aerial targets, manu-
factured by Anadrone Systems
These targets flv at high speeds
of 630 kmph with operational
altitude of 9000m and ranges
up to 200 km.

Navy, Coast Guard to
get 76 hellcopters

The Ministry of Defence on
Sunday lssued a Request
for Information (RF) to
procure 76 naval utility
hellcopters for the Indian
Navy and the Indlan Coast
Guard. Fifty-one hellcopters
will go to the Navy and the
remalning for the Coast
Guard. These twin-engine
choppers, which will replace
the Chetak hellcopters, will
be procured under 'Buy and
Make (India)’ category. RFI
Is the first step In the
procurement process | P7

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh complimented DREDO,
the armed forces, and the de-
fence industry for the success-
ful development of IADWS. He
said the flight-tests established
the country’s multi-layered air-
defence capability.

The integrated air defence
system will undergo more tests
before being commissioned.

BJP, JD(U) likely to contest equal
number of seats in Bihar election

RAMASHANKAR @Fatna

SEAT-sharing talks between allies of the NDA
for the upcoming Bihar assembly election are
in the final stages with sources pointing to-
wards BJF and JINIT) expected to contest an
equal number of seats, likely around 100
each.

However, both parties are likely to face a
challenge in satisfving smaller allies like
Chirag Paswan's Lok Janshakti Party (Ram
Vilas) and Jitan Ram Manjhi's Hindustan
Awam Morcha (HAM), which are demanding
40 and 20 seats, respectively

A senior LJP (BEV) leader on a condition of
anonvmity said, “We have
made it clear to contest not
less than 40 seats in the elec-
tions."” Even if Chirag's L.JP
(REV) relents, it is not expect-
ed to contest less than 30
seats, sources added.

On the other hand, a senior
HADM leader said, “My party
would not settle for less than
20 seats, We should not be of-
fered fewer seats than what
LJP gets. We have four legis-
lators in the state assembly
while the LJP has none.”

Bihar JD{U) president
Umesh Kushwaha confirmed
seat-sharing talks are under-
way; and it will be finalised at
the appropriate time. “We
will let vou know when it is
finalised,” he said. Sources said the seat-shar-
ing negotiations among NDA allies islikely to
be finalised either by the end of August or the
first week of September.

JD(), sources said, would not contest less
than 100 seats in any condition. This means,
sources said, that the BJP will also not accept
less than 100 seats. The other ally, former un-
ion minister and MP Upendra Kushwaha has
not opened his cards so far, but would like to
contest ona ‘respectable’ number of seats.

In the 2020 Assembly elections, JINID, led
bv chief minister Witish Kumar, contested 115
seats and won 43, while the BJP fought on 110
and won 74 seats,

The LIP
question

In the 2020
poll, even
though LIP
won one seat
desplte
contesting 135
seats, |t cost
Nitlsh's JD({U}
dearly by
Cutting votes

BJP says Aadhaar
alone can’t give voting
rights; Rahul slams EC

PARVEZ SULTAN & RAMASHANKAR
i@ Mew Dethl/Patna

THE B.JFP on Sunday accused the Opposition
of indulging in propaganda after the Suprems
Court said that voters excluded during the on-
going SIR exercize in Bihar can submit Aad-
haar along with other documents, asserting
that the Supreme Court did not say Aadhaar
alone can be a valid document to get voting
rights.

Aadhaar is only a proof of identity and
residence and does not establish citizenship,
BJP's IT department head Amit Malviya said
on X, “It is amusing to see the various inter-
pretations of the Supreme Court's order dated
Aug 22 in ADR vs ECI case, particularly with
respect to Aadhaar... Nowhere in the judg-
mentdoes the Supreme Court
even suggest, let alone direct,
that Aadhaar should be used
as a valid document for SIR.”
Malviya wrote on "X’

“The truth is simple: SIR is
intact, Aadhaar alone cannot
get vou enrolled; dead, fake, Bangladeshi and
Rohingyva names will be removed and only In-
dian citizens will elect the next government
— not foreigners, Don't fall for propaganda.
The Supreme Court has seen through the
‘game’,” Malviva said.

Meanwhile, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
during his Voter Adhikar Yatra' in Araria
district of Bihar, said SIR in Bihar was an “in-
stitutionalised attempt™ by the Election Com-
mission to benefit the BJE “The poll panel is
working to help the saffron party But it will
not succeed as the people of Bihar are alert,”
he =zaid. Rahul also accused the BJP-RSS of
“closing the doors of opportunity” for Dalits,
backward classes, women and the poor, and of
attempting to “destroy the Constitution.”™

ONGC gets nod for exploration wells,
TN asks green body to revoke consent

SV KRISHNA CHAITANYA @crennal

A few hours after reports
emerged that the State Envi-
ronment Impact Assessment
Anthority (SETAA) has granted
environmental clearance to the
0il and Natural Gas Corpora-
tion Limited (ONGC) for drill-
ing 20 onshore exploratory
wells in Ramanathapuram dis-
trict, Tamil Nadu Environment
and Climate Change Minister
Thangam Thennarasu said the
state has advised the SELIAA to
revoke the clearance accorded
to the ONGC.

In a statement issued on Sun-
day evening, Thennarasu said
the government “would not al-
low any project relating to hy-
drocarbon in anv part of the
state, either now or in the fu-
ture”. The statement also said

that “it has come to the notice™
of the state government that
the SEIAA had “directly™
granted the clearance.

The clearance, issued on
March 11, allows ONGC to ex-
plore a designated block spread
across 1,403 sgkm in the Ram-
nad sub-basin. Each well is ex-
pected to be drilled to depths of
2,000-2,000 metres, with opera-
tions lasting up to four months.
Though the environmental
clearance is granted, the ONGC

New India-Japan
framework on Al
economic security

JAYANTH JACOB @New Dethl

INDIA and Japan are in the
process of finalising a new bi-
lateral framework to strength-
en cooperation in economic se-
curity, with a focus on securing
stable supply chains for critical
goods coinciding with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to Japan on August 29 and 30.
The framework is expectad to
cover key sectors including
semiconductors, essential

Narendra Modi's upcoming vis-
it to Japan. Modi may also tray-
el to Sendai to see an experi-
mental bullet train and visita
leading chip-making equip-
ment manufacturer.

Japan is home to major play-
ers in the global semiconductor
industry, including Kioxia, Re-
nesas Electronics, Sony Semi-
conductor Solutions, and
Toshiba Electronic Devices.
These companies are central to

advancements in chip-mak-

minerals, communica- ing and related technolo-
tions, clean energy, arti- \t gies, Sendai, where
ficial intelligence (AL, o= Prime Minister Modi is
and pharmaceuticals, A= @ expected to visit, is part
sources said. & of a region that has

Both sides are also been increasingly focus-

preparing to announce a
dedicated AI Cooperation
Initiative, aimed at supporting
collaboration between startups
and tech firms in the emerging
artificial intelligence space.

The initiative aims to pro-
mote ties between Japanese and
Indian firms. “Such coopera-
tion is a win-win and mutually
beneficial and can contribute to
the growth of the Japanese
economy,” a source said.

The announcement is set to
coincide with Prime Minister

sk S,

Ao grTast paly

ing on semiconductor in-

novation and development,

positioning itself as a hub for
next-generation tech.

Modi is set to visit Japan on
August 28-30 at invitation of
Japanese PM Shigeru Ishiba, to
participate in the 15th India-
Japan Annual Summit

During the visit, the two lead-
ars will review the progress of
the India-Japan Special Strate-
gic and Global Partnership,
with discussions also covering
kev areas such as defence.

can commence the work only
after obtaining Petroleum Ex-
ploration Licence (PEL) from
the state industries depart-
ment, for which an application
has already been filed and is
pending for approval, sources
told the TNIE.

“Considering the welfare of
farmers and the general public,
it is the firm policy decision of
CM ME Stalin that no hydro-
carbon-related projects can be
permitted in any part of T,
Thennarasu's statement said.

Environmentalists say the
block where the 20 exploratory
wells are proposed is close to
ecologically-sensitive areas like
Gulf of Mannar Marine Nation-
al Park and several notified bird
sanctuaries. The environmental
clearance has also raised gques-
tions over transparency. P4

| EXPRESS READ

MoV-Csin14 TN univs, 2
more may join list soon

CHEMNAI: The administrative void
In Tamil Madu's public-funded
higher education sector Is reaching
an alarming level with 14 of the 22
state-run universities already
functioning without V-Cs and two
maore to become headless In four
months. V-Cs of two universities
WErTe given one-year extension by
the governor recently | P2

Man sets wife, son afire
over family spat in Nellai

TIRUMELVELI: Enraged over a
domestic spat, a 66-year-old man
locked up his wife and son Inside
a room and set the room on fire
using fuel, killing them both at
Aralkulam, Tirunelvell, on Sunday.
Saveriya, the accused, later set
himself on fire but was rescued
and admltted to Tirunelyell govt
medical college hosplial | PS

MAYHEM
SIX KILLED IN RAIN
FURY IN RAJASTHAN

Six people, iIncluding four
minors and a government
school teacher, died In
separate rain-related
incidents as heavy tovery
heavy rain battered parts of
Rajasthan in last 24 hours;
Dausa was the worst hit
]

People from the Sikh community carry the ‘Guru Granth Sahib' in a palanguin during the 'Nagar Kirtan' procession at
the Golden Temple on 'buru Granth Sahib Parkash Utsav', in Amritsar, on Sunday | pmi

One in four rabies deaths in TN caused by pet dogs, show recent data

SIHDUIA JANE @ Chennal

WITH the recent Supreme
Court judgments triggering in-
tense and polarised debates on
the issue of increasing stray
dog population, dog bites and
rabies cases, data show that of
the 64 rabies deaths recorded in
Tamil Nadu in the last 18
months (January 2024 to An-

gust 2023), 15 deaths (23.4%)
were caused by pet dog bites
and rest due to attack by stray
dogs (76% ).

According to the Directorate
of Public Health and Preven-
tive Medicine data accessed hy
TNIE, of the 43 rabies deaths
recorded in2024, 41 were due to
partial or complete lack of vac-
cination, and two persons died

Stray dogs roaming on a street in
Coimbatore district | FLEPIcTURE

even after completion of full
vaccination schedule due to
possible viral load.

Experts said the data under-
scored the need for dog owners
to get their pets mandatorily
vaccinated once every vear as
the trend indicated that a large
number of pet dogs may be
unvaccinated.

Doctors also emphasised the

nesd for people to take required
doses of rabies vaccine (along
with rabies immunoglobulin
depending on the nature of the
bite) as part of post-exposure
prophylaxis (PEP) even if they
are bitten by their vaccinated
pet dogs.

Though the chance of getting
infected could be minimal in
case of vaccinated dogs, there

is a remote possibility of infec-
tion if the victims skip PEE ex-
perts said.

Of the 43 rabies deaths last
vear, 33 were due to stray dog
attack, and remaining 10 were
due to attack by pet dogs. P5

3 CHILDREN, 20 OTHERS
HURT IN STRAY DOGATTACK
IN MAYILADUTHURAI | PS
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V-Clogjam throws state varsities into disarray

16 of 22 state-run unlversitles won't have vice-chancellors In 4 months; 1-year extenslon not the solutlon, says expert

BINITA JAISWAL @ Crennal

THE administrative void in
Tamil Nadu’s public-funded
higher education sector is reach-
ing an alarming level with 14 of
the 22 state-run universities al-
ready functioning without vice-
chancellors (V-Cs)and two more
to become headless in four
months,

As these universities also
function as affiliating institu-
tions for colleges, academicians
warn that the administrative
chaos wonuld not remain con-
tained to the universities alone,
bt also impact the higher edu-
cation sector at large.

The number of universities
without V-Cs would have already
been 16 if not for the extension
of one yvear granted by Gover-
nor RN Ravi when the three-
year tenure of the V-Cs of
Manonmaniam Sundaranar
University and Alagappa Uni-
versity came toan end last week.
The extension received mixed
reactions with some opining
that it is better to have a V-C in-
stead of the administration be-

Couple among
four booked

for selling
newborn girl
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Saim

A couple in Salem has been
booked for allegedly selling
their newborn daughter for
#1.20 lakh. Police have also
named two others, including
the buyer; in the case.

Police said Santhosh (25), a
daily wage worker, and his
wife Sivagami, a homemaker
from Magudanchavadi, sold
their baby to Ranjith, a daily
wage labourer from
Bengaluru.

The baby, born earlier this
month in a private hospital in
Bengaluru, is the couple's sec-
ond child; the two already have
a three-yvear-old son. Police
added that the couple met Ran-
jith through regular visits toa
church in Manivanur, Salem.

Police have also implicated
Devaraj, a relative of the cou-
ple, for facilitating the transac-
tion. The matter came to light
after a field nurse from the
Veerapandi Primary Health
Centre, during a routine house
visit, noticed the infant was
missing. She alerted the child
helpline (1088), which passed
on the information to the Dis
trict Child Protection Unit
(DCPL).

Following inquiries, the
DCPT lodged a complaint with
the all-women police station in
Sangagiri, leading to the regis-
tration of a case against the
four

Officials confirmed the baby

LISTOF HEADLESS INSTITUTIONS

VL PiT 111
e WANTSME  WITHOUTH
Bharathlar University 17-0ct-2022 | 1,044
Tamil Nadu Teachers Education ¥
University 30-How-2022 | 1,000
University of Madras 0-Aug-2023 | 7T
TANUVAS 9-Apr-2024 504
Madural Kamara| University | 14-May-2024 | 469 V-C is head of
Anna University 10-Aug-2024 | 381 the ur:u:rﬂtr
Annamatal University 13-Now-2024 176 andthe
 TamilUniverslty | 12-Dec2024 | 251 ‘“""mw"m".}‘
TN Physical Education & Sports stretching int
Unlversity 14-Dec-2024 155 m:wﬁmm:u
serious impact
Bharathidasan university 4-Feb-2025 203 ALy of
Tamll Nadu Agricultural University | 1-Mar-2025 | 178 higher education
TN Or Ambedkar Law university | S-Apr-2025 138 ]
Periyar Universiy OMy205 | o9 ShTwaEmen
Thiruyaliuvar Universlty D-Avgll25 | 5
ing taken over by the comyenors’  backed by the Supreme Court's

committes, while others pointed
out that this was vet another dis-
play of the governor relentlessly
not allowing the state govern-
ment to have a larger say in the
administration, which led to the
issue in the first place.

The state asserted its right,

landmark order granting
“deemed assent”™ to 10 bills that
took away powers to appoint
V-Cz from the governor in 18
universities in April However,
the matter isstill in a legal wran-
gle after a division bench of the
Madras High Court stayed the

ICF rolls out prototype of hydrogen train for trials

CHEMNAL: The Integral Coach Factory (ICF) on Saturday rolled out a
10-car prototy pe of Indla's first hydrogen-powered train for trials and
testing. The 1,200 HP rake conslsts of 10 coaches, with powered units
positioned at both ends. “Elght of the coaches have been deslgned as
non-AC second-class sitting. similar to the regular DEMU/MEMU
conflguration. The traln Is Intended for short-distance travel, much Like
DEMU and MEMU services,” an ICF officlal sald. The Rallway Board has
decided to Introduce the traln on the Jind-Sonlpat sectlon of Northern
Rallway. According to sources, the prototype will undergo 180 days of
speed trials and testing under the standards prescribed by the Research
Deslgns and Standards Organisatlon (RDS0). ENS

operation of nine of these bills
Moreover, the governor can
grant such extensions only if
the acts governing the respec-
tive universities have the provi-
sions to do so. For instance, the
tenure of the V-C of Thiruvallu-
var University also ended last
week along with the other two.
“He cannot be given extension
as the university statute doesn't
allow for extension of the term
of the V-C."” said a senior official
of Thiruvalluvar University

The other two universities
where the V-Cs'" tenure will end
in four months, in the first weelk
of January 2026, are Mother Ter-
esa Women's University
(MTWI and the Tamil Nadn
Open University (TNOL). While
MTWIU's statute allows for ex-
tension, THOLTs doesn't.

By January T N Dr: MGR Med-
ical University and T W Dr J Jay-
alalithaa Fisheries University
will be the only ones among the
20 state varsities that have gov-
ernor as chancellor to hayve V-Ca.
The T National Law Universi-
ty and TH Jayalalitha Musicand
Fine Arts University do not face

the problem as the Chief Justice
of the Madras High Court and
the chief minister are the re-
spective chancellors and not the
EOVernor.

“Extending tenure of V-Cs by
one year is not a solution to this
long-standing problem. V-C is
head of the university and the
leadership vacuum if stretching
into vears will have a serions im-
pact on the quality of higher
education. It's a verv sorTv state
of affairs,” said noted academi-
cian 5 P Thyagarajan.

“Amid this fight of ego and
politics, ultimately the students,
who are the future of the nation,
are paving the price. I would
suggest the state government
and the governor to come to the
table and sort out issues,” added
Thyagarajan.*The temporary
conveners’ committes can only
manage daily operations, while
recruitment, curriculum up-
dates, certifications, and finan-
cial clearances are severely de-
laved. Efforts should be taken to
break this logjam,” said P Du-
raisamy, former V-C of Univer-
sitv of Madras.

Sick tigress found dead in
Singara forest range at MTR

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE @ Nigirls

A 12-year-old tigress, which had
been sick and roaming near the
forest boundary in the Singara
forest range of the Mudumalai
Tiger Reserve (MTR) died on
Sunday

After a video of the sick ti-
gress went viral on social me-
dia, a team of foreststaff began
monitoring the animal on Au-
gust 19 to prevent any conflict
with humans or livestock. Ac-
cording to sources, the tigress
was old and had lost its teeth,
making it unable to hunt on its
own. It had resorted to eating
chicken waste that had been
dumped by traders in a nearhy
abandoned quarry owned by
the revenue department.

“We began monitoring the
animal’s movement around the
clock since it was spotted near

The tigress fell ill on Sunday afternoon
and died in the evening | expaess

the forest boundary to prevent
it from catching easy prey like
COWs or goats,” a forest depart-
ment official said. The tigress
fiell ill om Sunday afternoon and
died in the evening. A post-
mortem has been scheduled for
Monday morning.
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matchmiaking preventlon cell.

Peace achieved — No duty pald

The great tug-of-war at Tlruchy Customs
seems to have drawn to a close, not with
a handshake but with a transfer slip. For

0
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Matchmaking prevention cell

Ethiraj College for Women In Chennal appears less like a college
and more like a parental survelllance bureau. Here, a transfer
certificate |s not a docurment but a familly outing: a student can
only collect It If she physically brings her parents. One student,
whose single mother was bedridden, dared to submit an authorlsed
letter—only to be told, after a day of bureaucratic suspense, that
she must wailt for her mother's recovery. When THIE pressed for a
reason , a teacher offered: *In the past, a few Instances occurred
where girls took TCswithout thelr parents’ knowledge and eloped
with boys. S0, to avold such Instances, the rule was framed.”
Clearly, nothing safeguards education Uke turning a college Into a

- Einita Jalswal

weelks, two senlor offlcers were engaged

In a bureaucratic verslon of musical
chalrs, each undolng the other's

staff postings at the alrport.
Offlcers barely had time to
unpack thelr teacups before
belng whisked off agaln,

patience.

No entry

In Tirunelyell, around 4,200 people brought In buses to recelve
free house pattas from minister KN Nehru were left cooling thelr
heels outside the Nehru Kalal Arangam on Saturday. The hall, It
turned out, was already occupled by the govemment Siddha
medical college for jts dlamond jubllee function. Revenue
officlals who had ferrled the beneficlarles convenlently switched
off thelr phones, leaving men, women and the elderly stranded.
The beneficiaries were later taken to the collectorate and given
the pattas. What was supposed to be a welfare bonanza turned
Into a game of musical chalrs — except the music never stopped
- Thinakaran Ralamani

and the chairs were missing.

Dose of drama

In Hosur, Natlonal Deworming Day took a dramatic tum when a
private school refused albendazole tablets for [ts students. The
vislting health team was not |ust tumed away but allegedly
threatened by retired health officlats whose grandchlldren study
there, an elected representative, and even another health
department official In Krishnagirl district. The District Health
Officer then sent a notice to the school, flagging several
Irregularities In the Institute. In short, the health team went In to
get rid of worms in children and ended up stepping on a whole

- Sivaguru s

nest of political ones.

ILLUSTRATION; B HOA R PARCIKAR

leaving them dizzy from all the
to-Ing and fro-Ing. Complaints flew faster than duty-free lquar
bottles, with some staff feeling more ke pawns on a chessboard
than public servants. Thankfully, one of the officers has now been
packed off to the G5T and central exclse department. The rest can
get back to stamplng passports Instead of trylng each other's

= P Thiruselvam

(Complled by Adarsh TR, Dinesh Jefferson E)

Chennai college gets a slice of football history, engraved in stone

SUBASHINIVIJAYAKUMAR
@ Chennal

HAVE wou ever wondered
where football’s very first rules
came from or who laid them
down? The answer now lies in
a three-metre tall, 1,700-pound
stone standing guietly inside
the YMCA College of Physical
Education, Mandanam. Etched
on it are the 11 Cambridge
Rules of Foothall - regarded as
the earliest written code of the
world's most beloved game.
Back in 1848, Cambridge Uni-

at Parker’s Piece, a public park
in Cambridge. The “Cambridge
Rules,” as thev came to be
known, were among the first at-
tempts to standardise football.

They went on to shape the
Laws of the Game, codified lat-
er by the Football Association
in 1863 and maintained since
1886 by the International Foot-
ball Association Board (IFAB),
said Paul Sunder Singh, secre-
taryv of Karunalava, a city-
based NGO,

To commemorate this legacy,
the Cambridge City Council in

divided into nine segments,
edach bearing the rules in differ-
ent languages. Of the nine, four
segments were installed at
Parker’s Piece. Five were sent
across the world - to Bragzil's
Maracana Stadium, Shanghai
Shenhua FC's training ground
in China, the Maadi Olympic
Centre in Egypt, and Glads
House adjacent to Bomu Com-
munity Stadium in Eenya, each
having rules engraved in their
respective language. The fifth
stone sent to India, with rules
carved on it in Tamil, has now

The }metre tall stnne onwhichtheTl

after its unveiling on Sunday
“The Cambridge City Coun-
cil partnered with Street Child
United, a UK charity, to place
the sculptures globally Since
KEarunalaya is Street Child
United's partner in India, and
our team plays the Street Chil-
dren's World Cup (Cricket and
Football), the stone was gifted
tous,” explained Paul
Initially kept on their premis-
a5, Karunalaya felt the monu-
ment deserved a more public
sporting stage. “Weapproached
both the AIADME and DME

sculpture and reguesting a
place for it in a sports stadium,
but we got no response. Finally,
we chose the YMCA college- In-
dia’s first physical education
college - as a fitting home,” said
sports instructor and activist B
Ramkumar David.

While Brazil and China show-
case their stones at iconic
sporting venues, Chennai’s
football monument stands at
YMCA as a humble yvet proud
tribute to the origin of the
game's rules, first posted on
trees in Cambridge and now

has since been reunited with versity students drafted 11 UK commissioned two artists  found its home at the YMCA  Cambridge Rules of Football havebeen  governments, informing them celebrated across the
the mother rules and nailed them to trees  in2017 tocarve a massive stone  College of Physical Education  inscibed in Tamil | mssmu Lons about the significance of the continents.
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The PM 2.5 level recorded at Alandur

on Sunday. Nitrogen diox ide level
was at 9 pg/m3 agalnst the
prescribed standard of 80 pg/m3
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Cop clicks link in official group, loses 1L ‘Syn shades’ to offer rain
cover at eight city signals

GCC to Install shades at traffic points In Royapuram at a cost of T28L

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Chennal

A dd4-vear-old traffic constahle
attached to the Greater Chen-
nai Traffic Police (GCTE) alleg-
edly lost ¥1.22 lakh after click-
ing a phishing link that he
received on a WhatsApp group
of traffic police personnel, on
Aungust 16. A case has been reg-
istered and an inguiry is under-
way to trace the frandster.

The victim Mukesh (name
changed) was a head constable
in the traffic enforcement wing.

History-sheeter
hacked to death

in Pallavaram

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
B Chenna

A 24-wear-old history-sheeter,
Ganesh from Pammal near Pal-
lavaram, was hacked to death
on Kattabomman Street near
Moongil Eri on Saturday night
by a gang with machetes and
knives. The Sankar Nagar po-
lice have identified the suspects
as Karthik alias Kaaka and two
of his friends who arrived inan
autorickshaw and assaulted
Ganesh due to a previous alter-
cation. The police recovered
the body and sent it for post-
mortem at Chromepet Govern-
ment Hospital.

In a separate incident,
Azharuddin Shah (38), a Eerala
native working as a driver in
Madipakkam, succumbed to
injuries on Saturday after be-
ing assaulted by his room-
mates, who were his relatives,
in a drunken brawl. The Madi-
pakkam police said Haja-
maideen (31) was arrested
while another accused, Sameetr,
iz on the run. The three who
lived together in a housing
complex at § Kolathur, guar-
relled on August 18 over food
shortage.

That night, while Azharud-
din was asleep, Hajamaideen
and Sameer attacked him ina
drunken rage, hitting him in
the stomach. Though he initial-
Iy took treatment at Chromepet
Government Hospital, his con-
dition worsened, and he later
died at Rajiv Gandhi Govern-
ment Hospital. Based on the
postmortem report confirming
death due to abdominal inju-
ries, police altered the case to
murder and secured Haja-
maideen, the police said.

On August 16, he received a
message on the official What-
sApp group witha link to a mo-
bile application called “RTO.”
Mukesh closed the appli-
cation after clicking on

it but later in the night,
F10,000 was debited

from his account which

he thought to be an

EMI deduction.

Speaking to TNIE,
Mukesh said, “The next day,
#1.12 lakh was debited in a =sin-
gle transaction. That's when I
got worried and went to the

bank. The officials checked and
said that my phone was hacked
and the money was stolen.”
Mukesh then lodged a police
complaint and the cyber
crime wing police are
conducting an inguiry.
Preliminary inquir-

ies revealed that the
person, also a police
personnel, who sent the
message in the WhatsApp
group, also compromised his
phone when he accidentally
clicked the link from the same
group. However, he did not lose

money A probe is underway to
trace the first victim.

“I have submitted my phone
for investigation and it has
been found that after I clicked
the link, the fraudster had
gained control over my phone
and used it to transfer money
The person had full access to
my messages for OTE™ Mukesh
said. A senior police officer
said that the cyber crime police
team is actively pursuing all
leads and those involved will be
swiftly identified and
arrested.

Artistes from Hajar:}emari Kalaniketan led by Or Veena Murthy Vijay present a vibrant Kuchipudi recital and Bhama Kalapam at

the Kala

ela 2025, held at Bharata Kalakshetra Auditorium in Chennai, on Sunday evening | ASHWIN PRASATH

Five held in separate drug cases in city

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennal

THE Tambaram Prohibition
Enforcement Wing (PEW) on
Sunday afternoon arrested
Milachal Palaka (35) of Odisha,
near Pallavaram 200ft radial
road and seized 105 kg of ganja,
a car and a mobile phone. Po-
lice said he worked as a painter
and had brought the contra-
band from Odisha to supply in
Tambaram, Chrompet, and
Pallavaram.

In another incident, the Pal-
likaranai PEW on Saturday se-
cured Saravanan (44), Am-
arendiran alias Amar (24) and

Kamalesh (25) in separate loca-
tions near Kamatchi Hospital
and Gowrivakkam bus stop,
and seized 15 kg of ganja, anau-
torickshaw and three phones.
Cases were registered and all

four accused were remanded in
judicial custody

In the third case, the Shastri
Magar police on Saturday ar-
rested Arunpandivan (34) of
Eanvakumari district, near a
restaurant at Shastri Nagar
and seized 10 grams of meth-
amphetamine from him. The
police said that said Arunpandi-
van, who had earlier completed
engineering and worked at a
private firm in Bengaluru, lat-
er quit his joband began sourc-
ing methamphetamine from
the Bengaluru to sell in Chen-
nai, the police said. A case was
registered, and he was remand-
ed in custody

PRAVEENA 5 A @Chennal

WITH only two months to go
for the northeast monsoons,
the Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion (GCC) is all set to install
eight new green ‘sun’ shades
near traffic signals in the
Royapuram zone at a cost of
#28.3 lakh. The tenders were
floated this month amidst com-
plaints that the existing shades
were damaged even during the
brief spells of rain this sum-
mer, and their assembly and
removal every vear were result-
ing in recurring costs to the
exchequer,

When asked why the shades,
originally planned to bring re-
lief to those waiting at the sig-
nals in summer heat, were be-
ing installed at this time of the
vear, a corporation official said
that they were reimagining the
shades as all-weather struc-
tures, that can offer a level of
protection during rain and the
S,

“Since the green nets got
damaged during rains, to pre-
vent similar incidents, the new
shades will have vertical cover-
ings on both sides using fibre
sheets. However, the top por-
tion will continue to be covered
with green netting,” the official
said.

Activists expressed concerns
that installing sun shades just
two months before the mon-
soon would potentially be a
waste of taxpayers’ monewv
Since the new structures are

T .yq.n':l'i;.'n'sp.': E
_USE SEAT SELT

Theshade pavilion that was set up at Quaid-E-Millath Government College junction
road in Anna Salai at Chennal recently | Fie pic

also to have the green net on
top, water may still seep
through, during the rains.

“Zone-wise fund allocation
doesn't mean the money must
be spent in haste without con-
sidering the consequences. If
the funds allocated for that par-
ticular project can't be execut-
ad within the allotted time, it
should then be diverted to time-
I¥ needs like desilting works.
Installing green shades now
would be pointless, as they're
likely to be damaged during the
rains,” FNCEWA president T K
Shanmugam said.

The move has also been
termed as a waste of public
money. “When the corporation
is spending #4-4.5 lakh on each
of these structures, why make
them with green nets again?
Spending lakhs every year on
shades that collapse during the
rains is a complete waste. Dura-
ble materials such as asbestos

sheets or heat-resistant fibre-
glass composite should beused,
which can also offer permanent
solution,” said L M Jaiganesh,
a social activist.

Royvapuram zonal officer, un-
der whose jurisdiction the ten-
ders were floated, said he would
look into the matter. An official
from the corporation’s Bus
Foute Roads department said
they were not aware that the
tenders had been floated, since
it was done at the zonal leyel,
and assured to look into it

Motably, the latest tenders
have raised questions over cost
variations with each unit being
assembled in the citw In June,
the corporation floated a tender
for a 15mx10m green sun shade
at the Gurunanak College junc-
tion ata cost of 3.37 lakh. Mow,
for a similarsized structure at
West Kalmandapam Road, the
cost is only #3 lakh, including
vertical fibre coverings.

World folklore day: Students
showcase prowessin folk art

CHENMAI: Students
from government
model schools on

Saturday organised an
exhibition titled
“Transforming Art Into a
Tool" at the Egmore
Government Museum,
showcasing hundreds of
traditional musical
Instruments and
performing arts ta mark
World Folklore Day. The

exhibition was organised jointly by students
leaming paralattam In all schools with thelr

Instructors. The event also featured a
discusslon on the evolution of folklore. ENS

25-year-old woman dies by suvicide after
wedding called off, fiance arrested

CHENMAI: 25-year-old woman died by sulcide at her
flance’s house at Vepery on Saturday evening after the
man allegedly refused to marry her citing personal
differences, the police sald. The woman was ldentifled as
D Harshita of Royapuram. More than a year ago, Harshita
got acqualnted with O Darshan (26), who runs a business.
Thelr engagement was held In February. However, a few
months back, Darshan called off the wedding. On
Saturday evening. Harshita along with her family and
relatives went to Darshan's house to resolve the lssue.
Desplte discussions, Darshan did not agree to the
miarrlage. Harshita later went to the terrace of the

bullding and killed herself. Based on a complaint, the

24640050) ENS

police arrested Darshan was amested. (Asslstance for
those having suicldal thoughts |s avallable on TH's health
helpline 104 and Sneha's suiclde prevention helpline 044~

Tyger Capital Pvi Ltd.

Ragistered Office : Adani Housa, 56, Shemal Sosety, Mavrangpura, Ahmedabad 350 008, Gujaral, india
Caorporate Office : 10048, 10t Floor, C-Wing, Gne BRGC, G466 G- Block, Banors Kure Complas,
Bandre [East), Mumbes 400051, Maharashtra, India,
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DEMAND NOTICE UNDER SECTION 13(2) OF THE SARFAESI ACT, 2002

Motice under Sec.13(2) of the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act 2002 Sent on 09.06.2025 by Regd.Post to
1.MrJ. Perumal Sflo. Jayaram Mo 9/44, Dhulasingamudhali

TYGE-'&*

CAPRITAL

Ekaa: The one

You the below merfoned Borowers, Co-borrower(s) ¢ Guararior bave avaied loan's facibyies) ha ailed lboands Bacilityries) --. T ¥
fie tificabe of Incorperation dabed Bth June 2024, Street, Pallavaram GCantonment, Chengalpattu 600 CIRCLE OF 64
S irs, herein after refer lo TCPLY by marigaging 0432 Mr.C.Devaraj,S/o. Chellan M0.51, Crikarai Street,

pour imemovable proparies [Secnibes) Cormsequent o your defauis your oens wene classiied a3 non-performing asset Tyger
Capital Pvi Lid for the recovery of the oulslanding dues, Esued demand nalice under Section 13(2) of The Securtization ard
Reconsinaction of Firancal Asset and Enforcement of Secirity Inberest Act, 2002 (Ihe Act), e contents al which are being published
herewih a5 par Secton 132} al the Act read with rule 31} of 1he Securily Inberast (Enlorcernanl} Rules, 2002

Maraimalai Nagar, Chengalpattu— 603 209,

Sub: Loan account:Term Loan:PLVRMOT12300001 with
Mi=. Shriram Finance Limited, Pallavaram Branch,

ou committed defaull in repayment of loan to the tune of
Fs.Rs 90,26 621/~ (Rupses Ninely Lakhs Twenty Six
Thousand Six Hundred and Twenty One  Only) as on
05.06.2025 with further interest at the agreed rate
from06.06.2025 till date of repayment. The company issued

Celebratlon of the 64 Yogmls

y Beena Lnnikrishnan

Damand Notice
Data | O's Amount |
Ois Date

Hame Of Tha Borrower |
Co-Borrower Guaranton

Martgage Property Address

Essel Loan Account Mal
0ld Loan Account No.

Raji G Al thad piece and parcel of tand and building natham 5 No 12-8ug-25 Rs.2212180.05 e 5
R Poongodi BE1A (Morth Parl), measurng with an axtant of 850 5q. f, (1914124.085 + 298026) nofice under the Act on 09.06.2025 calling upon you to repay
106MSMO01021352 + | situated at No. 44_ Bhajanal kol street, Paraniputur- Village, | ( Rupess Twanly Two Lakhs the outstanding amount of Rs.90,26,621/- a5 on 05.06_2025.
10SMSMO001104038 Srpenumbutur Taluk, Kanchespuram Dwtncd Bounded &s | Twelve Thousand One Hundred

The notice were sent to both of you by Regd. Post with
acknowladgment which has been received by 1" of you and
returned with an endorsemant “Insufficient Address™ from 2™ of
you.You are called upon lo pay Rs. Rs.90,26,621/- (Rupees

Epst -
Moarth

Comeman Passage, Wesl - Mari naicker's Property,
Paragaramans Plol, South - Remamning pan of land

Sixly and Five Pame Only )
A% 00 Dae - 11-Aug-25

¥ou the Bormower's end Co-bomoweradBuarantor are theralone called vpon to make paymant of the above menlioned demanded
ameunt wilh further intarast a5 mantizned heren above i fll wilhin 60 deys of this notica failng which the undersignens shall be

aonstrained b take aclion undar the act fo enfarce the above-mentione) secunites. Your atlenson is invited 1o provissares of sub Niﬂetf Lakhs T\'I‘Eﬂl]l' Six Thousand Six Hundred and TWE”T!!'
secian [8) of section 13 of the act by Wriue of which vou are al Boerty 1o redesn the secured asee wilkin pericd stipulated in the Cine Dnlf] as on 05.06,2025 together with interest from
afaresaid provision. Passs nota thet 85 per gaclion 13013) of the seid ac, you ama resbrainad from franslering the abave-refermed DE.:}E.ZUES tlll dEEE uf paym&nt w“hin ED days frum lhe. data D-I'

sacunsaes oy way of sake. wase or ntharassa without owr consent

Place : TAMIL NADU
Date : 25.08.2025

For Tyger Capital Pyt Lid. this notice failing company will be constrained to exercise its

Sl rights of enforcement of security interest as against the secured
assets given in the schedule hereunder. This Notice is without
prejudice to any other right remedy available to the company.
This Motice is without prejudice to any other remedy available to
the company-including its fight to procead with the proceedings
prasently pending before DRT/RO of DRT/DRAT/Count and
pruceer.:lj with the execution of orderidecree obtainedito be
obfainad,

Authorised Officer

BAJAJ HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Corporate Office; Cersbrum It Park B2 Building, 5th Floor, Kalyani Nagar, Pune,
FINSEYY  Maharashtra - 411014, Branch Office: Bajaj Housing Finance Lid, Ground floos,
Chateaud Armpa, Ne. 37, Nelson Manlckam Read Chennal-600033
Authorized Officers Details: Marme: Rathish Ramachandran, Email ID: Rathish.
ramachandran@bajajhsusing.coin, Mob No, $340155459 & B7TE335481, Ba63189048

:MININE IS
ANITY
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e
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY

Property belongs to (i)MrKarthik.R and (i} Mr.Kiran.R
(Settlement Deed in favour of song) Document Mo, 1633 of 2011

Property belongs to (i) Mr. J.Perumal (Sale Deed
Document Mo 484 of 2008)

ITEM -
All that Piece and Parcel of land comprised in lyenPunjai
Survey MNo.12M1C measuring an extent of 0.19.25 Ares (Acre
0.471/2 Centz) in below side out of 0.50.0 Ares and lyenPunjai
Survey No.12MD measuring an extent of 0.15.5 Ares (Acre
0.38 Cents) in upside out of 0.B2.0 Ares totally Acre 0.851/2
Cents Situated at Poongunam Village, Wikravandi Taluk,
Villupuram District, Land baing:-
BOUNDED ON THE:Morth By:Gundalapulliyur Limit, South By:
Land of Kannan lyyanarEast By :Sale Land of ANA West
By:Land of Subburayapillai,
ITEM -l

All that Piece and Parcel of land comprised in Iven Punjai “ e i,
Survey No.12M1B measuring an extent of 0.23.5 Ares (Acre 0.58 ¥ .
Ceants) in boundaries out of 0.47_0 Ares Situated at Poongunam
Village, Vikravandi Taluk, Villupuram District, Land being:-
BOUNDED ON THE:MNorth By:Sale Land of AMA South By
:‘Land of Ravi, East By :Land of Subburayapillai, WesiBy:Land
of Subburayapiliai, Totaling an extent of Acre 1.431/2 Cenls
within the Sub Registration District of Villupuram and
registration District of Vikkravandi.

Date: 25.08.2025
Place: Pallavaram

APPENDIX IV -A [Rule Bl_ﬁ}]. SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

E-Auction Sale notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the under the securitisation and reconstruction of
financial assots and enforcement of the seourity imtorest act 2002 read with proviso ta rule ![ﬂ of the Security
Intaresl (Erdorcement) Rulas, 2002 Molice is haraby given 1o the pubbc in panaral snd & particular b the Bommower (5)
ard Guaranbons) Ihat e betow descrised immavabile propenty mergapadicharped (o the Secured Cradior, the physica
possassion of which has baen taken oeer by the Authanzed Oiﬁrr'-' af the Bajaj Hous sing Finance: Lid (Secured Creditar]
will 02 goid on “As s where 18", "Ag is what 5", "Whatevar thers 8" and "Without Recoursa Basis” for rece wwary of
{he loan dues, applicable imerest, changes and costs et payable o Bajaj Housing Firance Lid as detailed balow

Delails of BorroweriCo Borrowers 1.Date & Time of E-Austion, 1. Resarva Prica,
and Loan Details Z Lagl Date of Submission of 2. EMD of the Property,
LAN: HA03ECHD366355 AND EMO, 3. Date & Tims of the i Bkl Nk st
H40IHLPO192154, 1, Vimal Kumar ¥ Propsrty kespechion ;
[Borrower),2. Shalini P [ Co - Borrower) 2 E-Auction Date :» 28-S0p-2026) 1) Resarve rice: Rs.35,00,000 /-
l:h"':llh at N{l".l 11428, '_If r-hm P.IJW“.E,.:L:%?»_;-&' etwoan 11:00 AM To 12:00 PM | (Rupees Thirly five lakhs Oniy)
agar, Chammai | Tamil Madu oL With Unlimited Extension aof § 2} EMD: Rs.3,50,0004- |Fupess
Total Qutstanding: Rs, 53.48,293- Thies ek T Bausand aris
[Rupass Fifty inaa fkhs forty Nne thou- 10% of Ressrve Price '
garnd Twa hundrad and Minety Three Only) 3\ s.25.000
as on 20007/2025 along with futura Infer- ) B ncrmstienk R, 50000
est and charges scorued we.f, Aug-25 1o 25-Sap-25 Batween | [Fupess Twanty Five Thousand
2INOTIZ0Z5 11:00 Am To 4:00 Pm {IST). Cmly} & IN Such Multiples.

&1l that mece end parcel of Fist ko G2, in Ihe Ground fior Fas ng 5
plinth Grae measuring an adent of 845 sq.fL, mcusive of common ares and common works, the flat known as ’
GANESH SHELTER® togesher with 300 sq i, undividgad share of land in and out of 2400 sg.ft In Sh Strest, Perivar
Negar spproved leyout No. DUODT, P, Mo 22674, Madipakkam, Chanmal - B00091, comprised in Survey No. 18812,
Patta Mo. 5560, &6 per Pafla Survey Mo 1560 12F stuated 61 Madpakkem Vilaige, bounded on North by Plot Nod2
Part, South by Plod No, 41 F'.\"I oy :'-'Irr' h T'!- 'nfa.\*"l I:\q, "!- Fn-rf Rnoad

One force. Many forms. '
You are part of the circle,

28 August - 1 September
10:00 am -7:00 pm
My Bungalow, 40 Eldams road,
Teynampet, Chennai

Minutes, 2.) Last Date of
Euhmlssmn of EMD With KYC Is

- 25-Bap-2026 Ur To 6:00 P,
|l$'|' (= Dnu of Inspoction: 28

& The Secued asasl will not be soid |.-eILrA the Resarve price. ® The Auctan 'ﬁal&wﬂ be ariine frough &-auc
lion portal, & Tha a-Auction will 1ake placa througn portal hitps:iibankauctions.in, on 26-S5ep-202% from 11:00
AN to 12:00 PM 1o orwards with uslimiled suto exlension of S minules esche For detailed terms and conditions
plaasa refer company wabsite URL hitps:iwww.bajajhousinglinance. infauction-notices or for any clarifica-
tion please connect with Authorized officer.
Diate: 28082028,

Place: Channai

Authorized Officer (Rathish Ramachandran]

Eajaj Housing Finante Limitad Authorised Officer

For Mis.Shriram Finance Limited

www.hkankaliorg  founder@kankaliorg. +919894012103 | 8946047714
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STATE PANEL
PUTS FORTH

T MURUGANANDHAM @ Chennal

THE guestionnaire of the
High-Leyel Committee on Un-
ion-State Relations (HLIUJSRE) of
the Tamil Madu government,
released by Chief Minister MK
Stalin on Saturday, has put
forth 234 questions revolving
around an overhaul of the
Ta-vear-old Constitution to
make India a ‘genuinely’ fed-
eral country in all key areas.

The questionnaire is set in 20
broad heads including nature
of Indian federalism, creeping
centralisation since 1950, pro-
cedure for amendment of the
Constitution, formation of new
states and alteration of areas,
boundaries or names of exist-
ing states, GST reforms, union-
state financial relations, role
of the governors and the
President, language, delimi-
tation of constituencies, elec-
tions and anti-defection provi-
sions, inter-state river disputes,
union-state administrative
relations, national secu-
ritv and state autono-
my, union-state leg-
islative relations
among others.

It can be an-

Kanimozhi to get
Periyar award at
Mupperum Vizha

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Chennal

THE DME headquarters on Surn-
day announced that annual
awards for 2025, instituted in the
names of Dravidian leaders, will
recognise the long-standing
work of party functionaries. The
awards will be presented at the
Mupperum Vizha to be held in
Karur on September 17 by party
president ME Stalin.

DME deputv general secre-
tary and parliamentary partv
leader Kanimozhi Karunanidhi
has heen chosen for the Perivar
award. The Anna award will be
Fiven to Subha
Seetharaman,
a former me-
ber of the
DME's audit
committes and
former chair-
man of the
Palayamkottai
municipality.
Similarly SM Ramachandran, a
centenarian and former MLA
from Anna Nagar Assembly con-
stituency, will be honoured with
the Kalaignar ssward.

Veteran functionary of the
DME and member of the execu-
tive committes, Kulithalai Sivar-
aman, has been chosen for the
Pavendhar award, while former
MLA and chairman of the
DME's Adi Dravidar Welfare
Committes, Marudhur Ramalin-
gam, will be presented with the
Perasiriyar award. Former min-
ister Pongalur N Palanisamy
will be honoured with the ME
Stalin award.

s TAMIL NAD
IXPRIESS '
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swered on https://hleusr.tn.
govin.

The first question is whether
the respondent agrees with the
contention that the Constitu-
tion heavily borrowed from the
Government of India Act, 1935
and continued with a colonial
design that centralises power
in New Delhi.

Ever since the Constitution
was approved in 1950, there
have been criticisms against it.
Many political parties have
been demanding a review of
the Constitution for decades

SOMEKEY QUESTIONS

based on their own ideologies.
While the BJP has been seelk-
ing review of the Constitution
to ‘Indianise” it, the DME has
been seeking a review to feder-
alise’ it.

The HLUSRE seeks to exam-
ine and review the provisions
of the Constitution of India
and the existing laws, orders,
policies and arrangements that
bear upon union-state
relations.

The committes will submit
its interim report by January
2026 and final report within

'| Doyou believe [ndia's
ral systeminadequately
rotects its regional,
ﬁnguisti: and cultural
diversity, with attempts to
impose uniformity?

With the idea of India
now firmly established,
" s the centralisation in the
Constitution still justified?

L

Should large union
ministries handling State
List and Concurrent List
matters be decentralised to
improve governance?
il

NALLAKANNU

Centenarlan leader of the CPI R Nallakannu has been admitted to a private hospltal
after he slipped at home and sustained a head Injury on August 22. He |s belng

IN HOSPITAL treated In the Intensive care unit. A medical bulletin sald Nallakannu's condltion

has now shown Improvement, and he Is Lkely to return home In a couple of days

QUESTIONS ON CONSTITUTION
OVERHAUL

Committee on unlon-state relations will
flle Its Interim report by January 2026,

submit the final report within two years

tWo Years.

At a time when political par-
ties in Tamil Nadu are raising
their voice in support of power
share in the state government,
two questions posed by the
committee assumes signifi-
cance: “Do you agree that the
dominance of asingle national
party ruling both in the union
and in most states has histori-
cally reinforced unitary trends
in India, limiting state autono-
my? Has the rise of coalition
governments at the union and
regional parties forming gov-

Has the “High command

Ltl:lltture.’ wpwf
ministers are im
headguarters, weaken
autonomy?

party
state

Should India make

tonstitutional amendments
harder by reducing provisions
amendable by a simple majority,
raising the mnruril to iﬂ%. m}
requiring approval of the tota
mﬂmhmhi: of each House?

ernments in the states im-
proved the federal balance?”

There are also questions re-
lating to post-partition central-
isation and its continued rele-
vance, amending the
Constitution for stronger states
and federalism, decentralisa-
tion of union ministries and
state functions, why there is re-
Iuctance to let the state govern-
ment participate in the man-
agement of airports, sea ports,
railways, etc, at a time when
private entities are allowed in
that.

Shoutd the list of
constitutional provisions
requiring state ratification be
expanded fo cover all matters
affecting state rights and the

federal balance?

Should India, like Germany,

codify the Constitution's basic
features (democracy, federalism,
secularism, etc.) as expressly
unamendable rather than reljring
solely on judicial interpretation!

6 Should constitutional amendments by special majority require
two-thirds of the total membership of each House, rather than
two-thirds of those present and voting?

Manachanallur DMK MLA facing questions

over organ tran

——

x - i

a3l

AIADMK general secretary Edappadi K Palaniswami addressing a campaian in Manachanallur near Tiruchy an Sunday | express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Ticry

ATADME general secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami on
Sunday levelled serious charg-
es of ‘organ theft' at a private
hospital linked to Manachanal-
lur DME MLA's family, and
charged that the state govern-
ment was turning a blind eye to
the issue,

“Instead of serving his con-
stituency, the MLA is facing
questions over how organ
transplants are being handled
at his hospital. These are not
small lapses as they affect lives.
However, the DME governmert
has chosen to remain silent,”
Palaniswami said during his
campaign in Manachanallur.

He also highlighted the
“mounting difficulties"” of
farmers in the region owing to
erratic power supply, fertiliser
shortage and delays in crop in-

AIADMK cadre assault
ambulance driver

Ahead of Palaniswami's visit,
Thuralyur town witnessed mild
chaos after a 108 ambulance
driver and a female techniclan
were allegedly assaulted by
AlADME cadre. The driver, who
was [ater admitted to Thuralyur
GH, sald they had recelved a call
that an AIADME cadre attending
the event had falnted near MSK
Mahal and they rushed to pick
him vp. However, on reaching
Athur Road, party cadre
surrounded the vehlicle, hit It with
thelr hands, and manhandled the
staff. A video clip doing the
rounds on soclal media shows the
driver belng manhandled.

surance payouts. Palaniswami
contrasted this with his gov-
ernment’s record of waiving
F12.100 crore farm loans and

settling pending dues.

“Cultivators here are unable
to plan their samba season
properly. The government has
abandoned them,” Palaniswa-
mi claimed, and added that if
voted back to power, the ATAD-
ME will construct four new
check dams along the Cauvery
in Tiruchy to improve irriga-
tion and groundwater
recharge.

At Thuraiyur, Palaniswami
turned his attack on Minister
for Matural Resources, Courts
& Prisons S Regupathy, accus-
ing him of misusing political
power to control quarry and
crusher operations. Palaniswa-
mi alleged that the minister's
circle was benefitting out of il-
legal rovalty while farmers and
small traders were suffering
owing to rising input costs. At
Manachanallur, Palaniswami
interacted with farmers.

splant at his hospital, says EPS

Edappadi is
NDA’s CM
candidate in
TN: Nainar

DISMISSING claims that ATAD-
ME general secretary Edappadi
K Palaniswami was upset with
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for not mentioning him as

the CM candidate of the NDA in

Tamil Nadu during his visit to

Tirunelveli, BJP state president

Mainar Nagenthran on Sunday

said, “Mo one is

disappointed.

EPS is heading

-‘_ the NDA in
Tamil Nadu.”

i Interacting
| with media
i 4| persons in
ey Tiruchy, the
BJF leader to a query on wheth-
ar the NDA would form the next
government alone or with part-
ners urged them not to indulge
in unnecessary speculation.
Dismissing speculation of
friction between the BJP and the
ATADME, Nagenthran said that
the BJF 18 a national party with
over 1,200 MLAs and 330 MPs.
“Those claiming that the AIAD-
ME-BJP alliance is incompatible
should first say how many MPs
or MLAs they have Ours is a
strong alliance,” he added.

Shocked by clearance to ONGC, parties want nod withdrawn

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE & Chennal

POLITICAL parties, including
allies of the ruling DME, react-
ed with shock on Sunday after
the Tamil Nadu State Environ-
ment Impact Assessment An-
thority (SEIAA) granted envi-
ronmental clearance for
drilling 20 onshore exploratory
wells in Ramanathapuram. Lat-
er in the evening, Environment
Minister Thangam Thennar-
asu clarified that the state
would ask SEIAA to withdraw
the clearance given to ONGC
for the wells,

MDME general secretary,
Vaiko, in a statement, said the
clearance given to ONGC will
affect the livelihood of fisher-
men and also the environment.
Hence, the TN government
should review the clearance
given and withdraw it. PME
president Anbumani Ramadoss
gald his party has already op-
posed such a clearance to
OMNGC, and despite that, the
government had proceeded to
grant it. The technology to be
nsed for onshore exploratory
wells would make the Ram-

anathapuram district a desert.

AMME general secretary
TTV Dhinakaran said, contra-
ry to the promise made by the
DME government that no per-
mission would be granted for
hyvdrocarbon exploration, the

clearance has been given coy-
ertly,. The expert committes
headed by Professor Sultan Is-
mail submitted a detailed re-
port on the adverse impacts of
hydrocarbon wells already es-
tablished in the Cauvery delta.

He =aid the failure to release
the report deepens the suspi-
rcions against the governmeit.

Manithaneva Makkal Eatchi
president MH Jawahirullah
said that already, Chief Minis-
ter MK Stalin had promised

that he would not allow hydro-
carbon wells anywhera in TN,
But contrary to his promise,
the clearance given to ONGC
has come as a big shock to the
farmers as well as
environmentalists.

VK president Thal Thirumavalavan talking t reporersin Thaothukud: | aess
Thiruma: V-P poll is
about India’s welfare
& not Tamil identity

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@ Thoothukud|

VCK president Thol Thirumay-
alavan on Sumday said the Vice
President election must be ap-
proached as a contest between
the BJF and non-BJP parties
even though it has fielded a
Tamil as candidate.

Speaking to reporters after
presiding over a cadre’s mar-
riage, Thirnmavalavan said,
“Fielding CP Radhakrishnanas
Vice President candidate shows
the BJP's focus is on Tamil
Madu, but it is not necessary to
support him only for the Tamil
identity, because the election is
for the welfare of India and
mainly betwean BJP or non-
BJP parties.”

The Chidambaram MP fur-
ther said he has sentan email to
all MPs appealing to them to
support INDIA bloc candidate
Sudharshan Reddy and protect
democracy. “The BJPhas forced
this election upon us. Former
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar has been placed un-
der housearrest under military
sirveillance by the BJP govern-
ment. If this is the sitnation for
a former vice president, what
would be the common man's
situation under the BJP govern-

ment"”, he said.

Refuting criticism of double
standards regarding the agita-
tion of cleanliness workers in
Chennai. Thirumavalavan said,
“Making them permanent
should not reduce cleaning
work to a particular commumni-
ty. The concern is it should not
become a permanent job for a
particular community, Through
adoptingmechanisation and ad-
vanced technologies, the goy-
ernment should create a situa-
tion to deploy anyone who
knows technology” he said.

While appealing to govern-
ment not to privatise cleanli-
ness work, Thirumavalavan
asked if the government will
follow 10% EWS and 69% OBC
reservation in appointment of
sanitation workers.

Regarding the electrocution
death of sanitation worlker Var-
alakshmi in Chennai, Thiru-
mavalayan held the electricity
department responsible for the
death. “The contractor had ex-
tended F10 lakh compensation,
bt it is insufficient. The gov-
ernment should take responsi-
bility for the education of her
children till higher education,
provide government job for her
husband, and provide addition-
al assistance,” he said.

Now it is your turn to
judge me: Sudershan

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

THE retired judge had said the
NEP would not nurture plural-
ity or the democratic spread of
education. “Do we need a big-
ger reason for proposing this
personality for the V-P post,”
Stalin aslked.

The CM also charged that the
BJP-led union government has
been using central agencies
against its political adversar-
ies, Ithas also been transform-
ing autonomous bodies into
subsidiaries of the BJE So, the
Constitution itself is in peril.
At this juncture, it is our duty
to support a person who be-
lieves in the fundamental prin-
ciples of India — secularism,
federalism, social justice, and
unity in diversity

Addressing the gathering,
Justice B Sudershan Reddy-
gaid Tamil Nadu leads the
country in the art of imagina-
tion and vision. But for that vi-
sion, the state would not have
been in the present situation
leading the rest of the states in
the Human Development In-
dex, he said. “I have given
enough judgments. Now it is
your turn to judge me. Hith-
erto, I was upholding the Con-
stitution, having true faith and
allegiance to the Constitution.

If given an opportunity, I will

do evervthing possible to pro-
tect and uphold the Constitu-
tion,” Reddy added.

Later, answering queries of
reporters flanked by leaders of
DME allies — K Selvape-
runthagai, Thol Thirumavala-
vanand Vaiko — Reddy said he
was grateful to all leaders of
the opposition political parties
that represented more than
64% of the population of the
COUNLIY

When asked about Amit
Shah's criticism of him, Reddy
=aid he had already responded
to that. “I don't keep on re-
sponding to that. It would not
be appropriate on my part to
continuously talk about a mat-
ter which is totally irrelevant
1o our present purpose.”

To another question, Reddy
declined to comment on NDA'S
V-P candidate CP Rad-
hakrishnan. “It is the contest
for the post of V-P of the na-
tion. I have promised the na-
tion, and I reiterate it. It is go-
ing to beone of the most decent
elections ever fought in the re-
cent past. I do not wish to make
any comments about him, and
he is a candidate.” DME par-
liamemntary party leader Kani-
mozhi, CPM state secretary P
Shanmugam and senior lead-
ars of the DME and its alliance
parties were present.

Eco clearance document uploaded on outdated website

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

NSTEAD of being posted on the
Union Environment Ministry's
Parivesh portal, the official plat-
form for tracking environmen-
tal approvals, the EC document
was uploaded on the outdated
environmentclearance.nic.in
website. Activists allege this
was a deliberate move to escape
public scrutiny

Moreover, after exploration
activities in the hydrocarbon
sector were moved from Catego-
v A to Category B2, they now
require environmental clear-
ance only from the states con-
cerned and will not require
preparation of an EIA report or
public hearing, as per the EIA

REPRESENTATIVE PIC

notification which was amended
in 2020. Development or produc-
tion, both on offshore /onshore
fields as hvdrocarbon blocks,
will continue to merit assess-
ment as “category A",

“Even as earlv as November
2023, we urged that ONGC's ap-
plication be rejected. Yet, disre-

garding all ohjections, clearance
has been granted. This deserves
onr strongest condemnation,”
said G Sundarrajan, coordina-
tor of Poovulagin Nanbargal.
He added, “Chief Minister MK
Stalin himself promised not a
single hvdrocarbon well wonld
be permitted in Tamil Nadu.

Critics also point to the goy-
ernment's failure to release the
reportof an expert panel led by
soil biologist Prof Sultan [smail,
which was submitted in Febru-
ary 2022 The committee had re-
portedly warned of the grave
ecological hazards posed by hy-
drocarbon drilling, but the re-
port remains under wraps.

“Whose commercial interests
are being protected by suppress-
ing this critical document,” Sun-
darrajan asked.

In 2020, the state had enacted
the Cauvery Delta Protection
Act which declared delta dis-
tricts-including Thiruvarur, Na-
gapattinam, Thanjavur, Cud-
dalore, Pudukottai and later
Mayiladuthurai-as protected ag-
ricultural zones where new hy-
drocarbon projects are banned.
Since Ramanathapuram and
Sivaganga were nota part of the
Art's ambit, farmers have been
demanding the government to
amend the Act and extend the
protection to these two districts
gince they too are considered
agri-dependent.

Sunflower fields in Tenkasi have become a tourist attraction, drawing large
numbers of visitors, especially from Kerala | v arTRmALAGY
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Clamour for Kerala Cong MLA'’s resignation grows

KSSREENTH@TRAm

THE resignation of Congress
MLA Rahul Mamkootathil ap-
pears imminent, with mount-
ing pressure from within the
party in the wake of sexual
misconduct allegations. Senior
leaders, including Ramesh
Chennithala, have urged swift
action, while KPCC president
Sunny Joseph has insisted that
a decision will follow due
consultations.

The clamour for Rahul's exit

intensified after a fresh phone
conversation linked to the case
surfaced. Sunny Joseph has
since held talks with senior
leaders and working presidents
A P Anil Kumar, P C Vishnun-
adh and Shafi Parambil, while
consultations with MLAs and
members of the political affairs
committes are nnder Way
Party sources said Rahul is
left with little option but to re-
sigmn. “That decision will come
within days. This is a time for
Rahul to accept he has hit rock

¥

bottom,”™ a senior
leader told THIE.
Chennithala, current-
Iv abroad. reportedhy
telephoned Sunny
Joseph, stressing that
resignation was the
only way forward
with Assembly elec-
tions nearing.

AICC general sec-
retary K C Venugopal
termed the issue “serious”. He
reminded that Rahul had been
forced to guit as Youth Con-

Complete immunisation doses even
if attack is by vaccinated pet: Doctors

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

WHILE a person had suffered
category I bite (licks on intact
skin), four persons suffered cat-
egory II bite (minor scratches,
abrasions without bleeding), and
five others suffered category II1
bite (scratches, hites or licks on
broken skin). The category of 33
CAses Was uncertain.

Ag per the Mational Guidelines
for Rabies Prophylaxis issued in
49, “The history of rabies vac-
cination in an animal does not
puarantes that the biting animal
is not rabid ... it cannot be pre-
surmed that a vaccinated dog is ac-
tually protected, given the varia-
ble efficacy of various anti-rabies
vaccines in animals or health sta-
tus of animals. Hence, irrespective
of the vaccination status of the bit-
ing animal, the PEP should be

Dr A Somasundaranm, Director
of Public Health and Preventive
Medicine, said, “People should
understand that they cannot skip
vaccines and that they are not
safie just because they are hitten
by pet dogs. Even if the dog has
been vaccinated properly, one
cannot be sure if the dog is 100%
protected. Hence, people should
get fully vaccinated.”

The data also showed that dog
bite cases are on the rise in the
state. While 4.81 lakh cases were
reported in 2024, 3.83 lakh cases
(B0% of last year's) have already
been recorded in the first eight
momths of 2025, Meanwhile, hu-
man rabies deaths seem to show
signs of marginal decline as per
the numbers reported so far A

total of 43 deaths were reported
in 2024, compared to 21 (49% of
last year) reported in 2025 as of
Angnst 21 OF the 43 deaths last
year, the deceased were bitten by
pet dogs in 10 cases. This vear, the
number was five outof 21, As per

the data, of these 21 deaths, 18
were either unvaccinated or par-
tially vaccinated.

Dr Somasundaram said people
should realise that rabies in hu-
mans is 100% fatal if they do not
get fully jabbed after getting bit-
tern. “They should complete all
four doses without fail. " he
said.

He stressed that many mistak-
enly think that they should take
\ subsequentdoses only at the same
hospital where they took the first
dose, leading to many failing to
Ba complete all fiour doses. “This is
ﬁil-mﬁ.s‘&{ﬂl not true. Even if someone has
m“ml “w travelled to a different place after
% . thefirst dose, they can get the sec-
® 2024 12075 (till Aug 11) ond or subsequent doses at any
g hospital,” he said.
: The doctor added that DPH has
e a system in place for following up
EE with people for dog bite cases to
k] complete yvaccination. Acknowl-
§ o edging that some people missed
ma their jabs despite this. he pointed
- ;1 . 5 out that sending reminders to
S |_| people through SMS can be con-
| sidered to strengthen the follow-
| Emy HIIIIH up mechanism.
: Dr K Eolandaswamy, former di-
rector of DPH, said that deaths
i I]ﬁ]ai lf“\i happen in the case of pet dog at-
CRENGALMITU \ \". tacks because most of them miss
nacn 16,363 \ booster doses for dogs. Once every
| '| | | vear, the dogs should be given
%H I ) Dooster doses. If the immunity of
vaccinated dogs is weal, there'sa
high possibility of them not being
@ _// fully protected, he said
o Wash wound aApply antimptic | o 6ol o Rabies Immunog lobulin
immediately with soapd | (povidone-indine/ | wringted on | required forCategory bl bites
rumning water (15 mins) | akmbol) Bay1,3.7,28 | (deepormoltiple wounds)

Rahul Hamkun;tathll

gress president with-
in 24 hours of the
first allegations.
“MNow more charges
haye surfaced. Senior
leaders in Kerala are
discussing the matter
and will soon convey
the party's decision,”
he said.

Divisions, however,
remain visible. Some
leaders feel Leader of Opposi-
tion ¥V D Satheesan overstepped
by declaring that Rahul lacked

his backing without consulting
the KPCC. UDF convenor Adoor
Prakash, along with Anil Ku-
mar, Vishnunadh and Shafi, ar-
gned that organisational proce-
dures must be followed. “No
one can impose a unilateral de-
cision,” Prakash said.

Rahul's supporters contend
that, in the absence of a formal
complaint or police case, he de-
geryes a chance to be heard. On
Sunday, he claimed conspiracy
behind the release of an andio
clip implicating him.

Anhead of the festival season, city authorities set up a temporary pond for idol immersion
on the banks of the Kuakhai River in Bhubaneswar on Sunday | BERABATT MALLICK

Raft of TN schemes to improve
quality of school education

Chennal: The Tamit Nadu govemment has
rolled out several Inltlatives to Improve
access to quality school education. The

#3.117-crore Professor Anbazhagan School

Development Project alms to upgrade
government school Infrastructure, while the
Chief Minlster's breakfast scheme benefits
over 17 lakh primary puplls. The 2600-crore
Iliam Thedl Kalv| scheme, launched to bridge
Covid-Induced learning gaps, has alded maore
than one crore students. Additionally, 22,931
smart classrooms have been set up and
79723 teachers equipped with tablets worth
78] crore to boost digital learning. ENS

WORLD

Strlr dog bites 23, m:lu:llng
threekids, in Harllu:luthu'ai

May lladuthural: A stray dog attacked 23
people, aged between stk and 70, across
several locations In Mayladuthural town on
Saturday night, Including the bus stand and
hospital road. Allvictims, Including three
children, recetved antl-rables vaccines at the
government hospltal. Municlpal Health
Offlcer Dr Adalarasi sald the civic body, with
the state anlmal husbandry department,
would soon launch a vaccination drive for
stray and pet dogs. When Ingulred about the
dog that bit the people, she sald, “We tried to
capture it but couldn't as we lost track of IL
We don't know yet If It has rables.” ENS

Telugu actor Nandamwrl Balakrishna has been Inducted
Into the prestiglous Gold Edition of the UK-based World
R ECQOR ] Bookof Records (WBR) for his remarkable 50-year

career as a leading hero In Indlan cinema

Chief Minister M K Stalin interacting with schoalchildren | FiLepicrune

CM to launch breakfast
scheme in 2,430 aided
schools tomorrow

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Chennal

CHIEF Minister M E Stalinwill
inangurate the extension of the
free breakfast scheme to 2,430
government-aided schools on
Tuesday Punjab CM Bhagwant
Mann has been invited to take
part in the event through DRE
MFP P Wilson, Stalin said in alet-
ter to party cadres on Sunday
Feiterating the objective of
the scheme, Stalin said it aim
ad to ensure that no child at-
tended classes on an empty
stomach. “Instead of waiting

itored the food, assessed its
quality and interacted with stu-
dents. “Since the results were
encouraging, the DME govern-
ment has decided to expand the
scheme further.” he said.
Stalin added that despite
Tamil Nadu's considerable eco-
nomic growth, many families
were still unable to provide
breakfast for their children be-
fore sending them to school.
The scheme, he stressed, was
designed to bridge this gap.
Recalling the initiative's his-
torical roots, Stalin said it was
under Fitty Theagarayva Chetty

until noon, children must be-  of the Justice Party that a resolu-
gintheir day of learning witha  tion was passed in the Madras
healthy breakfast before their Legislative Council in 1920, lead-
noon meal,” he said. ing to the introduction of the
The CM noted thatduringhis  noon meal scheme at the Thou-
school inspections, he had mon-  sand Lights Corporation School.
Tribal man trampled todeathby
elephant near Thondamuthur

Colmbatore: A 65-year-old tribal man was
kltled In a wild elephant atiack at
Vettalkaran Kovil Resarve Forest near
Attukkal In Thondamwthur on Saturday. The
victim, M Maruthachalam of Attukkal Adivasl
Colony, was returning from Perumalmud|
Temple with three others when the wild
elephant chased them. While his companions
escaped, Maruthachalam went missing. A
seanch was launched by forest officlals,
tribals, and police on Sunday moming. His
body was later found near Vettalkaran
temple with fatal head Injurles and elephant
footprints nearby. ENS
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CiTy UNION BANK LIMITED

Credit Recovery and Management Department
Administrative Office : No. 24-B, Gandhl Magar,
Kumbakonam - 612 001. E-Mall id : comd @ cityunionbank,in,
Ph ; 0435-2432322, Fax : 0435-2431746

TENDER-CUM-AUCTION SALE NOTICE UNDER SARFAESIACT 2002 |

nal ba Mﬂl‘tﬁ.ll'%d for EhP tender.

£z
e

The felkrsing properyfies modlgaged io Cilty Union Bark Limited wil e sold in Tender-curm.
Public Aurfion by the futharised Officer of e Bank, under Rule 8 [5) & 9 of e Securily internsi
|Enforcement) Rules, 2002, undar the SARFAESI Act 2002, for recovery of & sum of
Rs.32 38,9827 (Rupees Thirly Two Laikh Ninsty Eight Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty
Twao only) == on 20-08-202% togethar with further interest o ba charged from 29-08-2025
amwards, alher sxperses and any olher dues % e bank by e banowers | guarantors No.1)
Mr. V. Govindaraj, Sfo. Mr, Velu, NoBRE, Karumpathan 81, Siruthawur, Thinuparur,
Kamchespursm District - 603105 NeZ) M V. Elumalal, Sfo. Mr. Velu, Wo.8/36,
Karumpathan 8t., Skuthavur, Thiruparur, Kancheepuram District - 8031085,

Immevabile Progerty Morgaged to our Bank
Schedule - B [Proparty Cwned by Mr. V. Elumadai, Sfo, Mr, Velu)
A thal Pasce and Parcs of House Site measuring 1,744 Sq.F1, comprmsed in Surasy NoB237
af WMo 55, Sivthawur Village, Thiruponr Tahsk, Kanchespursm Districl Within the
Regisiration Dastrict of C'uanga]pnlm and Reggtraton Suo-Distrct of Triruponar, Bounded an

Pur balanging 1o Ajif, Ekmala E-:rnnumj .ﬁqnhk.Jmar Easl by

Open Tender | Short Description | Tender |, | Dateof Tender
Mo, of the ftem | Vatus (Rs)| "*"°" | Ciosing [Opening

Cperalion and
Maintanance of

snaEAa T8 Effuent Traalmenl A=, 29 i1mﬁml1s'mﬁmﬁ Y4300 LAXH]
Plant-01 Mumber and [21,24,0000-] Months | |
Feverse Osmosis HAG S [I8.00.5r C.TYPE OUARTERS]:
Phnl 01 Mumibser |

' Hinh varaion of 1he Shove adverisament 15 avasae in
hitpuiict.indianrailways.gov.in'

Ghl:! Saluly Offiger [ Fur

Lar.d balcmgmg

Indicative Adverlisement

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

t 5 propos=d o engage Act Appeentices for the year 208526 =1 Souhem Railway. The
eslablishmanis and fia vacancies are furnished heraunder:

2. RENOVATION OF C-TYPE QUARTERS
EVENT NO. BRENMPLISALBONI P

BHARATIYA _I_IESEIWE BAHK HUTE_H HDHAH {P} lIHITEIl

F.0.: RENML, Salb
P‘hl:m: Hl: I]J-"*l

Eﬂssrerr.mdunderTwn—Pmummsymhfﬂ':eﬁ:imrgHendmumugnhﬂ EF'r:ra

1. MAMAGEMENT OF HEALTH CARE SBERVICES AT PLANT HOSPITAL AND CSR
SERVICE AT WEARBY VILLAGES, BRENMPL, SALBONE MSTC EVENT MO,
BREMMPLISALBONI PRESSIMMDVZA(25-26/ETI38 [MGMT OF HEALTH CARE
SERVICE]; BRENMPL TENDER NO. 1M3SALPUR2025-26; [ESTIMATED COST -

EW & OLD| AT ERENMPL, SALBONI; MSTC
MOVZ3I25-2G/ET/AT [RENOVATION OF
ERENMPL TENDER NO. 011/3ALMMD-CIVILI2025-26;
[ESTIMATED COST - T197.74 LAKH]
Laatdale of tender submitaalon - 25.09.2025 by 11:00 Hrs. For downloading tender documents
and ofer detals, kindy Vsl websile waw. mstcscommerce.com. Tender detals ae also

Avaikati a our wesisity www brbnmpioo.in, Futhes shngion ar amandiment's, if any, shail
be upkaadid an the abow websites.

P 104, Mk Rasd, Kanagagatiu, Tingpans,

30-09-2025 Kanchespuram - GO3110
Telaphone Mo 044-27405005,

Cell Mag 2344033562, RBZEEGL1

Tarms and Canditions of Tander-zum-Austion Sals ;

|1 The intending biddess shauld be preasanl in person for the Bucion and parlicpate
persanally and give a declaralion in wriling b [he efec] (kal helshe |5 badding for himsaill
hersafl, {2) The intending bidders may obtain the Tendar Forms from The Manager, City
Union Bank Limiled, Na. 104, lilalur Road, Kanagapatie, Tiruparur, Kancheepuram -
603110, (3] The intending biddaers should submit their bids only in $he Tender Form
prascribed in sealed anvelopes adovessed 1o The Authorised Officer, Clty Undon Bank
Lid., bogatheer wilh a Pay Order ! Deemand Dralt Tor an EMD of 10% ol the Resarm Price, drwn
i tawour of “City Undon Bank Ltd.", on or before 1200 Noon on the date of Tendar-cum-
Auction Sale hereby nalilied. (4) For inspection of e proparty’ and ofher paiculars, e
rianding purchaser may comiact Telephone Mo Des-Z7445005, Cell Moz 934403562,
BO25064901, (5) The propedtyl les are sold or “Asds-where-s®, “As-g-afalis® and
“whatever-there i5” basis, () The sealed tenders wil be openad in the oresence of the
miending tedders at 04.00 pum. on the date of Terder-cum-Auction Sale hereby notded.
Thaugh in peneral the sakn wil be by way ol closed lenders, (he Autherisesd Oicer may, & his
sade diseretion, conduc an Open Auction among lhe interasied hidders who desre fo quolea
i higher than the cna recelved in the closed tender process, and in such an everl, the sale
grall e conlerred on I8 person making highest bid, The sxle, however, is subject fa
confirmation of City Unicn Bank Limited. (T) Tha successful biddar shall haws bo pay 28%
[inelusive of EMD paid) of the sale amcunt immediabely an completian of sals and e
balance amaunt of 7% wilhin 15 days from the dade of confirmation of sale, failing which the
rital deposit of 25% shall be forfeibed. (8) The Sale Certificate will be |ssued by the
Aaulharised Qicer in favour of the sucbegsfal purchaser only aller ecespl of the anline Sake
consideratian within the Sma imit slipulated harsn. {3) The successful purchaser shall bear
the changestess payable for corveyance, such as stamg dify, registration fee efo, as
applicablo under law. (10) The successh bidder should pary the stalutary dues (lawful bouse
tax, electricity charges end other dues), TOS, GST & any. due to Governmenl, Government
Undertaiing and local bodies. {11) The futherized OfMcer shall Fevs 3 Te poveens 10 aooeal
ar regect the bids or postpone or cancel tha sale wilhcut assigning any reason whatsoaver

Place : Kenbaonam, Date : 22-08-2(05 Aulhcrised Officar

Regd. Offica : 149, T.5.R. |Big) Street, Kumbakanam, Thanjawur Distrct,
Tarnil Madu - 612001, CIM - LES110TH 1904PLCO012ET,
Telephone Mo. (435-2402322, Fax | (435-2431746, Website : www.cityurionbank.com

PROBLEMS ARE NOT
STOP SIGNS, THEY ARE
GUIDELINES >

ROBERT H SCHULLER

GQuoteExpross

The cardidates have 10 P

¥ 5id and TT1in respect of all the candidales who apply against the noffication. The candidales
arg lighiedor stipend as prescribed under the Apprentices Act 1961
'ay A5, 1000 a5 processing Tae through orline mode (acepd B0ET)
FWEDAomen candidales) the acoess 1o the senver pets cloged an 25-09-2025 at 17.00hrs,
Dry.Chied Personnel Olficer CWILWElecl WS/PER, Perambir, Chennad-600023 |

{5 INTEGRAL COACH FACTORY, CHENNAI - 38608

The following - tender is published in IREPS wabsite, Firms ane requesied to
login 1o wenw. irepe.gov.in and quote against the tender, Manual quotation will

diviaion, IGF

Westorn Ex|

date of fhe =akd demand nofoa

day of August, 2025,

{0 Sailiyemman Kowil, West by : Ramaining housa she of ha Vendars {5.No 6237}, Within tha 5L.Ha. Estabiishmend | Vacancies ot be entertained for the tander. R
Regigtration Dsinet of Chengaipatiy and Sub-Fagisiration Distio ol Thrupena: | 1 (Caniage Works, Perambur 1304 Date of fogeher with dture interecst thereon along with cost.
Reserve Price : Rs.10,00,000/- 2 Ceriral Worksho, Godan Aock E] Bpen Taniday | i Descrietion iy |~ Tarler
{Rupees Ten Lakh only) 1 Sigral & Tlecom Workshag, Podars 1267 _ | _ “_ " " | Date & Time
s | [ oo ot camteaes houdaevsatne Bou Wots corbec o Pt ot e
Diate of Tendler-cumn-Auiction Sale Wanie "wewwi.arindlansadiways.govin —= News & Updabas—i-?armnnelﬂranmInfnrrnaﬂnn". 2025476211918 ENC L&aﬁ:ﬂ% ITWE“""'L Fi8.3.32 13,762/ m.oo.lznzs
City Union Bank Lisied, |llakir Branch, The sefection iz on the basin of menit Ist prepared besed on the marks secured in e Welding Machine in EHE * 1;;]. :ﬁ

Hindt version of the abowve advertizerment i svallable in the
hitpulfict.indianraiiways.gov.in/

Dy, Chiaf Machanical Engirmer [ Plant

Kerala Maritime Board
(A statutory Board of Govt of Kerala)
HO TC X0I1666 (4&5)

Sasthamangalam, PIN: 635010

9544410029 or

D3/631/2025/1&PRD

15t Floor, Mulamoodti] Buiiding Pipinmoodu,

TENDER NOTICE

RFP for Development of 2.5 Acres of Prime
Land at South Beach, Kozhikode, Kerala

The Kerala Maritime Board (KMB) invites a tender
for the Development of 2.5 Acres of Prime
Land at South Beach, Kozhikode [Tender ID:
HOKMB-TVM/296/2024-C5] in
Partnership (PPP) mode. The detailed tender document
can be downloaded from Government of Kerala's
e-procurement portal (www.etenders.kerala.gow.in).

Proposals must be submitted on or before 10/10/2025,
06:55 PM. For further information confact us on
0471-2910040 |
kmb.kerala@gmail.com.

For updates visit: www.kmb.kerala.gov.in

Public
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Private day of August, 2025

fre-}

us to

Sd/-
CEO

Dade:- 20.08.2025

Gardhi Hagar, Adyar, Chennai - B00020.3.

Reliance Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd.

Registered OFGce: 111k Floos, Narth Side,

P_QSSESSI%N MOTICE

Whereas, Refiance Asset Reconstraction Company Lid, Has acquired the Snandal assets from
i Indian Bank., the orginal Lender vide Deed of Assgnment dated 2203 2017, The Authonised
Officar of Resamce Asset Reconstruction Compasy Limited undar e possion of The
Securifsaton and Reconsinuction of Finandsl Assets and Enforcament of Security Interest
AclLHHI2 and inexercsa of powers conferred under sacion 13(2) read with Ruke 3 of e Sacurity
Inerst [Entorcement] Rules, 2002 ssoed demand notice dated 30042025 calllng upen the
Bormowsrs, 1. MisHije Exporls PvilidDev Apariments, 198-3, StMary's rosd,
Abhirarsspuram, Chennai - 600018, 2. Mupa Ravi (Managing Dirsctor), Mo.11, €tk Main road,
Ravi 5 Puthuslarai[Dérector] Mo 11 &tk Maln
road, GandhiNagar, Adyar, Chennai-B00I20.00 repsy the amount mestiosed in e demand |
notice aggregating to Rs& 87 58,95 763.364 (Rupees Six Hondred Sicly Seven Crore Fifty
Six Lakh Ninty Five Thousamd Seven Humdred Sixty Three And Paise Thirty Six Only) oot-
standing as on 29.04.2028 together with fuiure inlnnest fnereon G the date of entre paymend with-
& perod of sorty |81 days fom the date of the said demand natice,
A5 the Bormawnrs haning faded to mpay S putstanding amecund, notice is hamtby tat the
undersigred has iaken possession of the proparty describad harain balow n eesrese of powar
comfamed on bem under section 134) saed At need with Rule B of the said Flules on this 20th

The BorowesSeigagor in paricuar and the public in genera ame hereby cadoned nol w dag
with scheduled praperties and 2y dealing with e sad properies shall ba subject lo (he change of
P Reliance Asset Reconslruction Company Lbd. for an amounl of Rs.7.00.24 40 676.511-
[Rupess Saven Hundred Nine Crore Twenty Four Laih Forly Thousand S5 Hundred Seventy
Six and Paise Fifty One Oaly) as on 20.08.2025, togster wilh fubore nlenss] (haneon along wilk

DETAILE OF THE BECURED ASSETS
Hem Mo.1:« Basement Roor, on the south: weskern side of Dev Aparimeres al Plol No. 9, 10 2nd
11, Cid Door Mo, 1023 and 223 peesent Deer Mo, 13 and 14, Sundararajan Sirest, Abhiramapuram
Iv Sweet, previously known a5 Elapatha Mada Roi Stresd fnen krown as S Man's Road
Chennal 600 (18, maasunng a plingh ama of G000 squans feed, incliding common ama, mgathar
with gn undhided 242168 share in tha enine land of 29507 50 4t comprisad in G G Mo, 1540, Ol
5 Mo, 1103 part: RS Mo, 650 part: present ALE o, 3555018 and 36584 In Mylapors \ilage and
Ihe Regstrabon Distnot of Madras — Canial
e Mo.2:- Flat G.on the south - westem sida in the T Soor of Dev Apanimends al Plot Ko 9 10
and 11. O Deor Mo, 1023 and 293, present Door Moo 13 and 14, Sundararaan Street
Abtiramapuram TV alrest greviously nown a3 Ellapatha Mada boil alneet, then mows 83 3t
Mars's Rpad, Chenrai 600 018, measuring & plinth anes af 1302 g feel, induding common
ama, logeine with an undividéd £08 45 share in the aine land of 255807 sq.feal comprissdin CC
Mo 1840 Gid 5 o 1103 part; R.5 Mo 3655 parl; prosent RS Ko ESRAR and 365806 in Mylapom

Reliance Azsel Reconstruction Company |.|||1|I1 d

R-Tech Park,
Western Exprass Highway, Goregaon [East], Mumbai— 4060 063

GUIDE

Expert opini

DECODED BY

‘Wheress, Reliance Assel Reconstruction Company Lid.., a tresioe of RAREC 028 Tnsi Has
acnuingd the financial asss from the Indian Owerseas Bank e aniginal Lender vide Dead of
Assignmani dated ZR03.2022. The Aulhorised Officur of Refiamce Asset Reconstruction
Company Limsed under $w provssion of The Securifsaton and Reconsiruction of Financial
Sty and Erforcement of Securily Inkersd At 2002 and in exerdise of powers confiermed under
seiion 132) s with Ruln 3 of e Securily Inferest [Enforcemant] Rules, 2002 issusd demand
notice dated 15102024 calng wpon the 1. S Sai Nath And Company Prop. Ramadei,
No.847, Vijaylakshmi Nagar, Alamathi, Tirvallur, 600058, 2, 5 Ramadevi Wio Late P.Eia
kumar, Nou47T, Vigaylakshmi Nagar, Alamathi, Tnevallur - 600052 ard 3. Suresh Kamar,
No.847, Vijaylakshmd Nagar, Alamathl, Tiwwaliur - 600052, 10 repay the amount mentioned
in tha demand notice aggregating io Rs. 3706840290 (Rupess Thirty Seven Lakhs Six
Thousand Six Hundred Forty and Paise Twenty Eight anly} cutstanding as an 1510 2024
fogather with fitune imernst bl he date of antre payment within a pemod of siey (800 days from e

Az e Bormowers hewing failed o repay e outstandng amount, notice i hamsby that the
undersigred has kaven passesson of tha propery describad herain balow in exersse of powar
conferred on hem under section 15(4) seid Act, read with Rule B of tha said Rules on this 19th

The BomowemsSorigago: in perécular and tha pubdic in genersl are hamsby causoned not o dea
with schedulad praperties and any dealing wih the sad properies shal ba subject to the change of
e Refiance Asset Reconstruction Compary Lid. dor an amount of R, 40880759 36/~ (Rupess
Forty Lakha Eighty Elght Thousand Seventy Mine and Paize Thity Six only) as on 1708 2025

1. Burvey Mo 2DBUG [ew S.hoUCE0E & 2062, Plon Mo B Vigyalskshmi Nager, Alamath
vilage, Ponnen takk, Truwvaliur Cistict an extent of 1500 sg., Boundaries; Num'u hy Fiol Mos 53
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IS LOVE BLOOMING [EY%
BETWEEN
INDIA AND CHINA? []

NEENA GOPAL

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO STAY UPDATED

Lm [e Reliance Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd.
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INDIAN EXPRESS ISNOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

CORE VS HEADLINE:
INDIA’S INFLATION
DEBATE DEEPENS

HE RBTI's Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework

will turn 10 next vear; and the central bank believes it

has met its expectations. Over the last nine vears, India

experienced a hump-shaped performance, with infla-

tion behaving like an obedient child in the first and last
three years. The middle three vears saw retail prices breach
the upper tolerance band, mainly due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the Russia-Ukraine war If average inflation hov-
ered around 4 percent from 2016 to 2019, it stayed above 6
percent for five quarters from the first quarter of Financial
Year 2022 to the fourth quarter of Financial Year 2023. With
a review slated for next March, key questions arise: Should
core inflation replace headline inflation as the anchor for
maonetary policvmaking, as suggested by the Economic Sur-
vey, 20257 Or should the government re-examine the 4 percent
target and consider establishing a tolerance band?

Those championing core inflation argue that the food
component is outside the RBI's purview and, therefore, core
inflation should guide policy. They reason that stabilising
core inflation leads to better economic outcomes. However,
REI maintains that persistent food inflation can spill over
to core inflation through higher wage costs, higher rents,
and higher markups. Which is why its expert committee in
2014 insisted that since food and fuel constitute more than
50 percent of the consumption basket, inflation based on
less than half the basket would not be representative. As
former Governor Shaktikanta Das noted, eliminating food
from the target would amount to having no target at all. “Tt
will make no sense to the average citizen, as it is the head-
line inflation that the common person understands and
should remain that way” Even as the debate over core vs
headline remains unfinished, there's another view that the
inflation target itself needs to be reset.

However, the central bank may not be in agreement. Inits
recent discussion paper, it noted that changing the target
now, when the global economy is confronted with geopoliti-
cal uncertainty, can be interpreted by international inves-
tors as a dilution of the IT framework, thereby undermin-
ing policy credibility: It reasoned that the current tolerance
band of 2-6 percent allows headroom to account for devia-
tions from temporary food and fuel price shocks. That said,
price stability is a shared responsibility between the gov-
ernment and RBL and hence needs effective monetary-fiscal
coordination to prevent second-round inflationary effects.

FERTILISER DEMAND, POOR
SUPPLY STIR FARM CRISIS

crisis is simmering in Telangana, and the farmers

are at the receiving end. Serpentine queues at the

Primary Agricultural Cooperative Society centres

for hours on end, at places even from early morning,

have become the norm—something not witnessed in
vears. The reason is an acute shortage of urea.

The Centre has allotted 2.8 lakh metric tonnes (LMT) to
Telangana for this Eharif, but the state has received 5.42
LMT so far. The situation is largely the same in other
states. Reasons are many There are global supply chain
disruptions and lower-than-expected imports due to fac-
tors such as China halting its exports. Still, India has
agreements with the Saudis, UAE, Nigeria, and other coun-
tries to import urea. It's not that we are entirely dependent
on imports; we are the world's third-largest producer of
fertilisers. However, as the second-largest user in the
world, the country is not vet self-reliant. It is clear that
something has gone wrong, and the sooner the Centre and
states acknowledge it, the better Domestic production isn't
on expected lines. The Ramagundam Fertilisers and Chem-
icals Ltd went out of action for some time. The urea stock
with the Centre at the beginning of this month was about
half of what it was last August.

Furthermore, the increased cultivable area in Telangana
is taking its toll. Farmers in the state use about 170 kg per
acre. When we consider that the sown area increased to
118.69 lakh acres from 91 lakh acres last vear, the picture
becomes clearer. Additionally;, paddy cultivation has grown
significantly, resulting in increased demand for fertilisers.
A closer examination raises pertinent questions. Granted,
we have import constraints. What have the Centre and states
done to keep pace with the demand? There are programmes
to promote natural farming and fertilisers other than the
widely used ones. However, much more needs to be done fo
raise awareness among farmers. Importantly, domestic pro-
duction must be freed from the ‘inspector raj’ as industry
bodies demand. Currently, the Centre must expedite im-
ports, ramp up domestic production, and improve distribu-
tion. Both the ruling and opposition in the state have turned
the crisis into a boxing match, with the result that panic is
spreading. The onus is on both to see reality for what it is,
rather than confusing the farmers.
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COURTING MARRIAGE

ECENTLY, the Chhattisgarh High Court ruled that mock-
R ing a husband for being jobless is cruelty, while the Bom-

bay High Court said that mocking a wife's complexion is
just a domestic quarrel. Different circumstances, different
interpretations. This contrast raises a question: why let
things reach this stage at all, with love reading like a charge
sheet? An eminent sociologist suggests that today's couples
share a greater sense of individuality The Supreme Court
also states matter-of-factly that a forced union runs contrary
to the purpose of matrimonial law, which envisions com-
panionship and shared responsibilities. Ultimately, a rela-
tionship isn't a test of who wounds the other deeper

MONDAY /5 2

HE surest way to throttle de-
mocracy is to weaponise laws
and target those opposing the
government. This government
seems to hayve converted this
intoan art.

I recall the day the amend-
ment to the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1967 (TAPA), was taken up
for discussion in Parliament. The Home
Minister openly stated that this was
necessary, for none conld oppose the
inclusion of terrorists and terrorist or-
ganisations in the First Schedule of the
JAPA, seeking to destabilise our Re-
public. I intervened and expressed my
fears that these laws are likely to be
us=ad against our citizens; it has turned
ont to be a reality. The prosecution of
young students, like Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam, under those laws
has resulted in them languishing in jail
for vears without a trial. Such laws
have been nsed against journalists, aca-
demics, and members of religious com-
munities in this country. The obvious
intent was to silence them.

The weaponisation of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act, 2002
(PMLA) is evident in its widespread
use against political opponents, in-
cluding chief ministers and minis-
ters from opposition-ruled states,
sich as Arvind Kejriwal, Manish
Sisodia, Satyendra Jain, Hemant
Soren, and Faroog Abdullah, among
others. Valiant attempts were made to
move against Siddaramaiah, but they
came to nought. These laws have also
been used to instil fear in seyeral
leaders who were once part of the op-
position but have been persuaded to
join the BJP to save themselves from
prosecution and imprisonment. The
BJF has, particularly in Maharash-
tra, rewarded opposition leaders
against whom serious allegations of
corruption were publicly made for
causing a split in their erstwhile par-
ties. They are now part of the coali-
tion ruling Maharashtra.

The latest example of weaponisation
of laws i= the introduction of two Con-
stitution {Amendment) Bills in Parlia-
ment on August 20, 2025, It is claimed
that this is being done in public inter-
ast, for the welfare of the people and to
uphold the principles of constitutional
morality, and good governance—con-
cepts that are alien to the functioning
of this government. What is likely to
serve is not public interest, but the po-
litical interest of the ruling dispensa-
tion. This is clear from the fact that the
proposed law provides that the chief
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Greatness is a property for which no man
can receive credit too soon; it must be

Ralph
Waldo

possessed lﬂng before it is acknowledged | Emerson

The growing use of laws like UAPA and PMLA to pin political opponents
and dissenters reveals a disturbing trend of abuse of legal frameworks.
The latest Bills pave the way for a new form of dictatorship

DEMOCRACY ON TRIAL:
FROM THE RULE OF
LAW TO RULE BY LAW

1] TTHTTERR
O

KAPIL SIBAL
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ministers and ministers being investi-
gated for offences punishable for more
than five vears and being in custody
for more than 30 days will, on the 31st
day, if they have not resigned, be dis-
missed by the governor of the state.
The principle of law that our Repub-
lic has embraced is that a person is in-
nocent till proven guilty. In this case, a
minister or a chief minister can be re-
moved on a mere allegation without
any proof. We are all aware that many
such cases have been pending trial for
over a decade and that the conviction
rate in several of these prosecutions
is abyamally low: If the proposed consti-
tutional amendments become law, it is
most likely that trumped-up allegations
will be made to target sitting chief min-
isters and ministers, and after 30 days

Senlor lawyer and member of Ralya Sabha

SOURAY ROV

in custody, they will be dismissed from
those positions. Such allegations in the
past have served the political interests
of the BJF. The present establishment
seeks to utilise these laws for its own
political purposes.

This weaponisation is also evident
from how laws such as PMLA or UAPA
have been used against influential min-
isters seeking to coerce them to join the
BJE, or even public servants not belong-
ing to any political party, in opposition-
ruled states. [ronically, since 2014, these
laws have never been invoked against
any minister in any of the BJP-ruled
states, or, for that matter, against any
minister within the ruling establish-
ment at the Centre. Obyviously, the selec-
tive use of such laws serves the political
interest of the party in power.

The other matter of great concern is
that such laws will allow the governor
to dismiss a chief minister or a minis-
ter of the opposition-ruled state,
which, under the present legal frame-
work, can happen only upon convic-
tion. In addition, prosecution against
public servants holding such positions
can only be launched by seeking the
sanction of the Council of Ministers
in the case of prosecution against a
minister and that of the governor in
the case of a chief minister. By seek-
ing to do away with the sanction provi-
gion, such laws weaponise the gover-
nors appointed by the Union to dismiss
a minister or a chief minister. This is
a direct invasion of the federal struc-
ture of this country, which the Su-
preme Court has held to be one of the
basic features of the Constitution.

Having set out the above, it is also
significant that these constitutional
amendments have been introduced by
the present establishment, aware that
such Bills cannot become law without
garnering the support of a two-thirds
majority in both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajva Sabha. The NDA, at present, con-
sists of 293 members of the Lok Sabha,
whereas for such Bills to pass muster,
it must receive the support of 363 mem-
bers. This is obviously a tall order, and
these Bills, in all likelihood, will fail.

If thev become law, they will surely
be challenged in the courts. The
courts will not favour such attempts
to deface the Constitution. On the face
of it. these Bills are manifestly un-
just, violate the fundamental tenets
of federalism and the basic principles
of the rule of law.

One wonders why these Bills were
introduced in the first place. There
may be two reasons. One, the canard
that the government wishes to rid the
polity of criminals who are being
prosecuted and that the opposition
does not want to uphold the principles
of constitutional morality—a politi-
cal narrative, which in the context of
how this government has jettisoned
these principles, will not find favour
with the people. Perhaps the other
and real reason is to divert the atten-
tion of the people of India from the
massive show of public support for
opposition leaders in the run-up to the
assembly elections in Bihar

It appears constitutional democracy
can be throttled and stvmied through
the weaponisation of laws. A new
form of dictatorship!

{Views are personal)
(Tweets @KapilSibal)

WE

E pray to Ganesha to remove
difficulties from our path. How-
eyer, on the ground, this means
developing our emotional intel-
ligence to get out of difficulties
ourselves with minimal dam-
age control. 5o, let us revisit in
greater detail than September 2022, a sto-
ry of high emotional intellipence.

This tale concerns one of the world's
oldest royal houses, which went under the
rubble of time. Trigarta was an ancient
kingdom in Punjab, traversing the rivers
Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej. It is mentioned in
the Ramayana, Mahabharata and the
Brahmanda Purana. The Trigartas are
said to have fought off the Persians and
Assyrians and appear in the annals of Al-
exander’'s expedition to India in 326 BCE.
Raja Parmanand Chandra is believed tobe
the ‘Porus” who fought and lost to Alexan-
deron the banks of the Beas When ‘Porus”
was brought captive to him, Alexander,
who considered him a worthy foe, asked
him how he wished to be treated, and
‘Porus" reportedly answered with superb
simplicity: “Like a King.”

In the Mahabharata, the kings of Tri-
garta are described as sworn territorial
enemies of Matsya, a Kingdom allied to
the Pandavas. 5o, they fought against
them under their first consin, Duryod-
hana, at Kurukshetra. Susharma, the
Trigarta raja, led a do-or-die squadron
called the Samsaptaka to capture Yu-
dhishtira. He and his entire force were
killed by Arjuna.

Just 50, the Trigarta rajas are said to
haye fought and lost to Sri Rama. The
Trigartas are nobles of the Chandravan-
shi or ‘lunar dynasty". The Katoch Ra-
jputs, who claim descent from the Tri-
gartas, founded the kingdom of Kangra
in the hills to the east of Punjab that lat-
er became the modern Indian state of
Himachal Pradesh. The first-known Ea-
toch raja was Bhumi Chand, and the
Brahmanda Purana says he built the
original temple to Devi Parvatiat Jwala-
mukhi in the Kangra Valley, which still
draws flocks of devotees. The Chinese
Buddhist pilgrim Zuan Xang visited the
Katoch kingdom in the seventh century,
then known as ‘Jalandhara’.

The Katoch also fought the great King-
dom of Eannauj, from which the royal
houses of Marwar and Bikaner sprang.
They battled Mohammed of Ghazni and
Mohammed of Ghori, and resisted Ak-
bar’s siege in 1615. They sided with Guru
Gobind Singh against Aurangzeb and
fought Maharaja Ranjit Singh, who vis-

<N WISDOM TOOK THE CROWN

RENUKA NARAYAMNAN

FAITHLINE

ited Jwalamukhi in 1815 and covered the
temple spire with gold. The Katoch also
fought the British. In 1847, Raja Parmodh
Chandra fired a 101-gun salute, a prac-
tice later reserved by the British Crown
for itself, to inform his people that their
king was on the throne. He led an army
of 8,000 Katoch across the Beas against
the British forees stationed in Pathankot
for the Second Anglo-Sikh War: Parmeodh
Chandra was betrayed by a person
named Pahad Chand, defeated, and de-
ported to the hill town of Almora, where
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Raja Harl Chand's tale
highlights the power of humllltlf
and Inner peace. His decision
not to challenge his brother

Is a product of his emotional
Intelllgence, a quallty essential
for navigating lIfe's challenges

Q

he died in1851. Eangra was subsumed in
the British Empire. Today, any number
of Katoch fight in the Indian armed fore-
es. To follow the annals of the Katoch
clan is to unspool the history of North
India in one skein, for they appear in
every epoch—sturdy warriors who re-
peatedly fought forces greater than
theirs. Their fortunes foundered, but
they went on. No other noble house
seems to have had quite that continuity.

Although the princely order was abaol-
ished by modern India in 1971, a Katoch
raja by name still exists today, and there
are four branches of Eatoch: Jaswal, Gul-
eria, Sibaia and Dadwal.

Our tale is about a scion of this an-
cient clan sometime in the fifteenth cen-
tury. He was the founder of the scenic
hill kingdom of Guler, a Eatoch King
called Raja Hari Chand from the old roy-
al family of Eangra.

Like most royals and fendal chiefs
around the world, Hari Chand loved the
hunt. One fine day in late summer, his
quarry led him on a long chase, and the
kingleft his companions far behind. Along
the way, he dismounted to look for tracks
His foot slipped and he fiell into a desp hole.
“A dry well,” he thought before his head
struckarock and he passed out. The grass-
as that hid the well closed over it again.

Meanwhile, the kKing's companions
searched the forest, growing increasingly
afraid. When the king's horse was discov-
ered, a companion rushed back to the fort
to get reinforcements. The King's vounger
brother; the prime minister, the senapati.
and a select band of soldiers and trackers
went looking. After days of desperate
search, they were forced to mourn the
king as dead. His younger brother was
crowned the new raja of Guler

Months into the new reign, the court
was disturbed one day by a great commo-
tion in the forecourt. Into a shocked si-
lence walked Raja Hari Chand, leaner,
scarred, and simply dressed. The new
king ran forward to hug his elder brother
and touch his feet. Tears in his eves, he
bowed and indicated the throne to him.

And this is when emotional intelli-
gence spoke. Hari Chand refused to take
back his rightful Kingdom. Life had or-
dained that his brother should =it on the
throne. To take it away seemed wrong
and impractical. It was miraculous
enough that gypsies had found him,
nursed him, and brought him home.

Toeveryone's amazement, Hari Chand
said, “With vour Majesty’s permission, I
will make my=elf another fort below Gul-
er, on the banks of the Banganga river”
And that's what happened. In one grace-
ful move, he not only secured his own sta-
tus but also retained his brother as an
ally, rather than an enemy. Surely, Gane-
sha would have approved.

(Views are personal)
{shebabalmgmail.com)
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Indla’s pendency

Ref: A governance quir missed at monsoon
session (Aug 24). Our administrative
ecosystem is brimming with propaganda and
less substantive output. India has become
the pendency capital of the world. From
pending litigations to unfilled vacancies and
unspent budget allocations, our lacklustre
efforts paint a gloomy picture,

Rajarao Kumar, Bengalumu

MNatlonal degradation

Ref: Vice precedency (Aug 24). The column
sheds light on the nuances throogh which
titizens have been kept in the dark. ltisa
serious matter that the politico-ideological
scape of the nation has undergone tremendous
thange—as far as the witual plurality and its
underly ing unity is concerned.
Krishnaprasad S, Palakbkad

Industries pollute

Ref: The right to dean environment (Aug 24).

A stark difference has been seen after the

early 19905 when our economy opened up and
the pollution of water bodies increased. Even
though patlution control board s—central and
state=took measures to control water potlution,
industrial pollution has been mmpant.

P Narasimhan, Dharmapuri

Judiclal authorlty

Ref: Lewel playing field (Aug 23 ).
Disqualification must remain tied to
convictions by the judiciary; shortcuts that
gject elected representativ es upon mere
detention will corrode the presumption of
innocence and federal chedks. A ‘level playing
field" would ideally consist of fast-track trials
with safeguards and statutory oversight of
enforcement agencies—not summary removals.
Sanjeev Jha, Delhi

Pan-global reach

Ref: Postal service to US first fo take hit (Aug
24), Despite declining usage in the digital

ape, India Post remains a dependable and
affordable service, aften more trustworthy than
private couriers that overcharge customers.
Linlike courier firms, India Post ensures

wider reach, especially in rural areas where
alternatives are scaree,

R 5 Narula, Patiala

Overlooked fatalitles

Ref; They are not strays, they are ours

(Aug 24). The article is welghing heavily in
favour of our canine community. Meither the
administration nor the activists come forward
to think of the plight of the hapless living
victims of dog bites leading to immense
physical‘mental suffering and even death.

A M Chakravarty, Hyderabad

Resident Emr{mﬂmm Anta T
Phone: 044-234
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New copters tobeprocured Swachhata campaign 5.0
toreplace Chetak in Navy

76 twin-engine hellcopters to be equipped with wheeled landing gear

MAYANK SINGH @ New Detn

THE Ministry of Defence
(MoD) on Sunday issued a re-
quest for information (RFT) for
the procurement of 76 naval
utility helicopters (NUH) for
the Indian Navy and the Indian
Coast Guard.

As per the Mo, of the 76, as
many as 51 helicopters will be
for the Nayy and the remaining
25 for the coast guard. These
helicopters will replace Chetak
helicopters and will be induct-
ed for maritime search and res-
cue, HADR mission, low inten-
sity maritime operations.

The helicopter should be ca-
pable of operating from ship
and ashore. Towards maritime
surveillance and targeting ca-
pability, weapons t0 meet the
envisaged role would be re-
quired to be integrated with the
helicopters. The vendors are to
submit their responses by Octo-
ber 17, 2025.

Ag per the RFT, the helicopter
should be twin engine, having
wheeled landing gear and blade
fold capability with maximum
all up weight not exceeding 5
tons. The RFI is the first step in
the procurement process to
gather general information
about potential products, serv-
ices, and suppliers before issu-
ing the formal proposal.

New copters to operate from ship and ashore

The hellcopter should be capable of operating from ship and ashore.
Weapons to meet the erwisaged role would be required to be Integrated
with the hellcopters. It should be twin engine, having wheeled landing gear
and blade fold capability with maximum welght not exceeding 5 tons.

The helicopter will be pro-
cured under ‘Buyv and Make (In-
dia)' category and should be
able to perform the maritime
search and rescue, casualty
evacuation, medical evacua-
tion, communication duties,
aerial firefighting and low in-
tensity maritime operation
(LIMO) among others, by day
and night.

As per MoD, ‘Buy & Make (In-
dian)’ category refers to an ini-
tial procurement of equipment
in Fully Formed (FF) state in
quantities as considered neces-
sary, from an Indian vendor en-
gaged ina tie-up with a foreign

SC asks states to expedite
boundary demarcation of
wetlands within 2 months

SUCHITRA KALYAN MOHANTY
_ﬁ] New Delhl

NOTING that state wetland an-
thorities are moving at snail's
pace, the Supreme Court has
directed States to expedite the
ground truthing and boundary
demarcation of wetlands with-
in two months.

A bench of Justices Arayind
Eumar and N V Anjaria said
the exercise carried out by the
authorities reflects the sorry
state of affairs and the direc-
tions issued have not vielded
positive results.

“We direct these States
to expedite the ground
truthing and boundary
demarcation expedi-
ticusly and at any rate
withinan outer limit of
two months from today,
failing which, the secretar-
ies of the concerned States of
the Department of Environ-
ment and Ecology will have to
personally remain present be-
fore this court on next date of
hearing.” the bench said.

The 5C made clear that inac-
tion on the part of awthorities
would compel it to pass coer-
cive orders against those States
which have failed to comply
with the directions.

“In the light of the wetlands
having been identified, it is in-
cumbent upon the State Wet-
land Authorities to publish the
same in the respective State
Governments’ website... Letthe
affidayit of compliance be filed
immediately after such an exer-
cise being nndertaken and at
any rate before the next date of
hearing,” the bench said in its
Angust 19 order

The 8C said the Union of In-
dia shall coordinate with the
State Level Wetland Authori-
ties and expedite the issuance

of notifications for which
the draft notifications are
already in place.

“The statistics fur-
nished would also re-
flect that wetlands,
which are less than 2.25

hectares, are required to

be identified as prescribed
under the extant rules and the
affidavits of the state govern-
ments of wetland authorities
shall also delve upon as to the
manner and method in which
steps have been taken or being
taken to protect these wetlands
which are less than 2.25 hec-
tares, which according to the
statistics is around 5,55.557 as
mentioned in the Wetland At-
las,” the bench said.

Original Equipment

Manufacturer (OEM), fol-
lowed by indigenous produc-
tion in a phased manner
involving Transfer of Technol-
ogy (ToT) of critical technolo-
gies as per specified range,
depth and scope from the for-
eign OEM.

Under this category of pro-
curement, a minimum of 50%
Indigenous Content (IC) is re-
quired on the cost basis of the
make portion of the contract.
Acquisition under this catego-
rv can also be carried out with-
ot any initial procurement of
equipment in FF state.

goes beyond scrap, to
focus on e-waste disposal

PARVEZ SULTAN @ New Deih

THE Centre's annual special
campaign on ‘swachhata’ (clean-
liness) will expand its scope this
vear by prioritising the disposal
of e-waste generated in govern-
ment offices, in addition to
clearing old files and scrap.
Ministries and departments
have been directed to scientifi-
cally manage discarded electri-
cal and electronic equipment
(EEE) such as printers, CFUs,
monitors, batteries, and laptops
under Special Campaign 5.0, be-
ginning October 2.

According to Cabinet
Secretary TV So-
manathan, who has
Written to all secretar-
ies, the aim is to insti-
tutionalise cleanliness
and reduce pendency. The
campaign will cover not only
ministries and departments
but also field and outstation of-
fices with direct public inter-
face, as well as autonomons
bodies and PSUs.

The Department of Adminis-
trative Reforms and Public
Grievances (DARPG), which
has steered the initiative since
2021, has issued guidelines to
ensure compliance with the E-
Waste Management Rules, 2022,
“This vear's edition will place
special emphasis on scientific

=g

disposal of e-waste. Offices
must identify and safely dis-
pose of discarded electronic
equipment,” officials said.

The campaign will be con-
ducted in two phases. During
the preparatory phase from
September 15 to 30, ministries
will nominate nodal officers,
identify pending references,
plan space utilisation, assess
scrap and e-waste volumes and
finalise disposal procedures.
The implementation phase will
start on October 2, and will fo-
cus on cleanliness drives, e-

waste disposal and clear-
ance of pending matters,
including MPs" refer-
ences, PMO notes and
public grievances.
According to offi-
cials, over the last four
vears, the special cam-
paign has penerated revenue of
F3.220 crore from scrap dispos-
al, covered nearly 12 lakh sites
and facilitated the closure of
1.37 crore files,

In his letter sent to secretar-
ies of all ministries, Somanath-
an's directive noted, “Your lead-
ership and active involvement
will be erucial for the success
of the campaign as in the past
four vears. Appropriate in-
structions may also be issued to
all offices under your ministry
for meaningful participation.”

New bills a move to topple
Oppn govts, says Kharge

PARVEZ SULTAN @ Mew Dainl

REFERRIMNG to the three bills
that lay down the framework
for the removal of the prime
minister and chief ministers
following their arrest for 30
consecutive davs, Congress
president Mallikarjun Eharge
on Sunday accused the Centre
of snatching the people’s rights
to form and remove govern-
ments and passing it on to agen-
cies such as Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) and Central
Burean of Investigation (CBI).

Sharpening his attack fur-
ther, he said that after “vote
chori”™ (vote theft), the BJP is
now engaged in “satta chori”
(stealing power) by bringing
bills to “topple opposition goy-
ernments within 20 days" and
“destabilise democracy™ by us-
ing arrest as a Weapon.

“After vote theft, the BJP is
now engaged in power theft. On
the last day of Parliament, they
brought three new bills, includ-
ing a constitutional amend-
ment, even though they do not
have a two-thirds majority 21...
This takes away the right of
citizens to for mor remove their
elected government and hands
that power to institutions like
the ED) and CEIL This is like
running a bulldozer over de-

mocracy,” said Kharge.

Hewas addressing the newly-
appointed presidents of the
District Congress Committees
(DCC) of Harvana and MP at
the party headquarters.

The veteran leader said that
the Government had intro-
duced The Constitution (130th
Amendment) Bill, 2025, The
Government of Union Territo-
ries (Amendment) Bill, 2035
and The Jammu and Eashmir
Reorganisation { Amendment)
Bill during the recently con-
cluded Parliament session de-
spite it lacking the required
two-third majority

Eharge said that 193 opposi-
tion leaders were facing ED cas-
es but only two had been con-
victed. “With this bill, the BJP
can topple opposition govern-
ments within 30 days, using ar-
rests as a weapon to destabilize
democracy itself....” he added.

Male nurses face stigma but paid more: Study

KAVITA BAJELI-DATT @MNew Dethl

NURSING 1= often considered a
“female profession,” leading to
male nurses experiencing occu-
pational segregation and stig-
ma. But despite low numbers,
male nurses earn more than
their female counterparts.

‘A lthough women constitute
a larger share of the global
nursing workforce, on average,
men earn more than women,
with a pay gap of 24% points,
which needs attention,” said a
study published in the BM.I

Focusing on the need to in-
crease the nursing workforce,
the study noted that with ageing
populations, the rising burden
of chronic diseases, demand for
nurses is to continue rising.

“Empowering nurses is not
Jjust about tackling workforce
shortages, it is also about un-
leashing the full potential of a
profession that is central to re-
alising universal health cover-
age for all,” it said.

According to Dr. Preeti Ku-
mar, the lead author of the
study and VE Health Systems,
Public Health Foundation of
India (PHFT), nursing has tradi-
tionally been associated with

i e ﬂﬂﬂm INDIA HAS T7.2 NURSES PER 10K POPULATION
Doupal 5
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women, dating back to the
times of Florence Nightingale.
In India, male nurses are con-
centrated more in certain spe-
cialities, such as emergency
departments and ICUs, with
limited access or discourage-
ment in other areas, including
obstetrics and paediatrics, due

THEY WERE BORN OR TRAINED

WOMEN’'S DOMAIN

TheUS and UK together receive more than 15, 000 foreign
nurses annually, mary fram the Philippines and India

Global rernittances from nurses in 2021were STT3ba,
560500 of which went to low and middleincome countries

to patient comfort and gender
appropriateness, she said.

The need of the hour is to
promote gender diversity and
inclusivity. By 2030, India is
projected to have a total of 2.74
million nurses and midwives,
but only 1.4 million are likely to
be actively working in the

health system. India’s nurse-to-
population ratio is 1670, which
is below the WHO's recommen-
dation of 1:300.

“Effective strategies to in-
crease male participation in-
clude public awareness cam-
paigns, balanced recruitment
strategies, quotas for men in
nursing education, and finan-
cial assistance,” it said.

Guoting the 2025 report on
the state of the world's nursing
from the WHO and the Interna-
tional Counecil of Murses (ICI),
most low and middle-income
countries are unlikely to meet
their goals to achieve better
healthcare outcomes by 2080,

The study highlighted that the
migration of nursing profes-
sionals to high-income countries
is a global challenge. Around

13% of nurses work in a country
different from the one in which
they were born or trained.

India has approved 157 new
nursing colleges, with around
15,700 nurses graduating
EVErY Vear.

The study concluded that as
digital innovation transforms
healthcare, it is essential to en-
surethat these advances compla-
ment human-centred care.

After TMC & SP,
AAP says won't
join House panel

PARVEZ SULTAN (@New Deth

AFTER the two Key members
of the INDIA bloc- the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) and the
Samajwadi Party - decided not
to join the Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) probing
three bills seeking the removal
of the Prime Minister and
chief ministers, AAP has also
announced to follow suit.

AAP's Rajva Sabha MP San-
jay Singh on Sunday an-
nounced the decision, adding
that the law has nothing to do
with fighting corruption but
everything to do with horse-
trading and crushing opposi-
tion parties,

The TMC, on Saturday, an-
nounced that it would not
nominate any member to the
JPC to look into the Constitu-
tion 130th Amendment Bill,
and had called the panel a
“farce”. The Samajwadi Party
is also unlikely to nominate
any member to the JPC, ac-
cording to a party source.

After North,
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Where’s Dhankhar? Speculation on

“There |s a blg story behind Dhankhar's
resignation... and also a story about why he s
In hiding."” Rahul Gandhl sald recently, setting
off fresh speculation. Ever since the abrupt
exlt of the formerVice President, curlosity
about his whereabouts has only grown.
Sources Indicate that Dhankhar |s doing well,
spending his days at the Vice President's
Enclave engaging In activltles such asyoga.
1able tennls, and spirttual reading. But mary
In Delhl aren't buying It. Opposition MPs
complaln that they've tried to reach him, but only recefve the
standard reply: “He will contact you soon.” CP] MP P. Sandosh Kumar
has evenwritten to him, urging a public reassurance. Adding to the
miystery, Dhankhar hasn't yet clalmed his officlal residence on APJ
Abdul Kalam Road. Missing? Not quite. Absent 7 Certainly.

Vastu theory behind resignation

The Monsoon Sesslonwas always expected to be stormy. What no one
saw coming was Jagdeep Dhankhar's sudden resignation as Vice
President. With no apparent reason glven, Dethl |s buzzing with
theorles. The latest floating around: Could It be Vastu? Some
pollticians whisper that the new Parllament bullding—and even the
VP's residence—may have a Vastu dosh. Congress leader Pramiod
Thwarl has hinted at It, while staffers chuckle but don't dismiss the
timing. After all, the new bullding has been dogged by controversy
from day one—boycotts, Sengol debates, and even RID's “coffin”
comparlson. Some are even Linking the BIP's reduced tally In 2024 to
this supposed cosmic Imbalance. Far-fetched? Perhaps. However, in
Dethl, when polltics becomes murky, even the stars get drawn In. A
Parllament staff member asks: “Maybe It's time for a Vastu recheck?"

Few tweaks to lateral entry 2.0

Remember when the government opened Its doors to private-sector
professionals for top jobs In Delhi? That "lateral entry” experiment Is
now being retooled. Behind closed doors at DoPT, officlals are
tweaking the model after a bumpy first round. Three key Issues stand
out: whether to allow reservations, how to define roles clearly, and
how to allgn salarles with those of cvil servants. Many outside hires
struggled with the siow pace of bureaucracy—some even found
themselves overwhelmed by paperwork far removed from thelr areas
of expertise. A second Innings for lateral entry Is on the cards. But this
time, the system wants fewer brulses.

Rail Bhawan needs a new buss

With Raltway Board Chalrmian Satish Kumar
set toretire on August 31, the guessing game |5
In full steam. Kumar had Just a year In the hot
seat—and chatter has begun onwhowill take
charge next. Two names top the shortlist:
Naveen Gulatl, Member {Infrastructure), and
Vivek Kumar Gupta, Westem Rallway GM.
Gulatl has senlority but little time left before
retirement. Gupta has more years In hand,
plus experience with the Gatl Shaktl and
Bullet Traln projects. But this Is Rall Bhawan,
where surprises are always possible. A six-
manth extension for Kumar Is also belng quietly discussed. For now,
the platform |s crowded, and the signal |5 still red.

Of manners and t(}ll plaza scuffles

The Bhunl Toll Plaza fracas—an alleged altercation between plaza
staff and an Army man—has relgnited a famillar debate: whatever
happened to baslc manners? The NHAI has been running workshops on
soft skills and etiquette for toll staff for over a year. Yet, as this [atest
clash shows, the effort hasn't quite hit the road. The agency handling
the plaza has been blacklisted, and Its contract has been scrapped. For
everyday travellers, though, the worry 15 simpler. WLl the next toll stop
be about payment—oryet another argument?

adverse weather triggers

Mahua Maltra s Mahuaiionm
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pest attack on cotton crops in S India

JITEMDRA CHOUBEY @ MNew Dethl

AFTER MNorth India, cotton
crops in South India are now
grappling with a severe pest
outhreak triggered by abnor-
mal weather, raising fears of
reduced vields and further de-
cline in the country's overall
cotton production.

Prolonged monsoon spells
and high humidity in Angust
have led to a surge in “boll rot”
disease across cotton fields in
Andhra Pradesh. According to
experts, this year's outbreak is
more severe than in recent
vears, with scientists recom-
mending integrated pest marn-
agement practices advised by
the Central Institute of Cotton
Research (CICR).

A field survey under the goy-
ernment’s Project Bandhan
found “boll rot” thriving in
moist conditions, damaging
standing crops and raising con-
cerns over vield loss, fibre qual-
ity deterioration and economic
strain for Eharif 2025-26 grow-
ers. The survey was conducted
by the South Asia Biotechnol-

ogy Centre (SABC), Jodhpur, in
collaboration with KEVE (Kri-
shi Vigyan EKendra) Banavasi
and confirmed widespread
incidence in Kurnool and
other cotton-growing areas
of Rayvalaseema.

Dr C D Mavee, cotton epide-
miologist and president of
SABC, said, “For the first time
in a decade, the economic
threshold level of boll rot has
crossed the severe outbreak
mark of 20% in Eurnool dis-
trict.” Mavee added that the
disease has long been recog-
nised as one of the most eco-

nomically damaging for cotton
in South-Central India.

D Dilip Monga, former head
of ICAR-Central Institute For
Cotton Research, noted that in-
cessant rains have worsened
boll rot severity with leaf spot
cases also rising in recent vears.
Farmers have been advised to
adopt combined cultural prac-
tices, balanced crop nutrition,
prophylactic measures and in-
tegrated pest management for
sustainable control.

Andhra Pradesh contributes
about 10% of India’s cotton pro-
duction, with Eurnool serving
as a key hub. The outbreak
comes just weels after farmers
in North India reported leafhop-
per (jassid) infestations in Pun-
jab, Harvana, and Rajasthan.

Adding to farmer distress,
the Centre recently scrapped
the 11% import duty on cotton,
leading to cheaper imports
from the TS,

For the first time in a decade, the economic threshold level of boll rot
has crossed the severe outbreak mark of 20% in Kumool district

O C O Mayes, cotton epidemiologist
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Cong leader exudes confldence about Oppn results In Bihar polls @ Patna Sahib MP Prasad accuses Cong, RJD of misleading public

Rahul: INDIA bloc united,
common manifesto soon

RAMASHANKAR @ Patna

COMNGERESS leader Rahul Gan-
dhion Sunday asserted that all
the INDIA bloc constituents in
Bihar were working unitedly
for the upcoming assembly
polls and that the results will
be fruitful.

Speaking to reporters during
his ongoing ‘Voter Adhikar Yat-
ra’ in Araria district, where he
was accompanied by RJD lead-
er Tejashwi Prasad Yaday, Ra-
hul =aid the alliance would soon
release a common manifesto for
the polls, due later this year
‘A1l constituents of the Opposi-
tion are working unitedly. We
are both ideologically and po-
litically alipned, mutually re-
specting each other The results
would be fruitful,” he said.

Launching a scathing attack
on the ruling NDA, the leader
of opposition in Lok Sabha al-
leged that the special intensive
revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
in Bihar was an “institutional-
ised attempt”™ by the Election
Commission to benefit the BJE
“The poll panel is working to
help the saffron partv. But it
will not succeed as the people
of Bihar are alert,” he said.

Rahul al=so accused the BJP-
RSS of “closing the doors of
opportunity” for Dalits, back-
ward classes, women and the
poor, and of attempting to “de-
stroy the Constitution.”

RIR ™A1l ARITS
NAGALAND

5 tribal bodies
reject invite for
Guv swearing-in

PRASANTA MAZUMDAR @6uwahatl

SIGHMALLING the escalation of
their conflict with the state goy-
ernment on the job reservation
izsue, five tribal organisations
in Nagaland spurned a govern-
ment invite to attend Monday's
swearing-in ceremony of Ajay
Eumar Bhalla as the state’s
FOVETTIOL.

Bhalla, the Manipur Gover-
nor, was given the additional
charge of Nagaland bv Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu on Au-
gust 16, after Magaland Gover-
nor La Ganeshan had passed
away in Chennai. In a state-
ment issued on Sunday, the “5
Tribes Committee on Review
of Reservation Policy™ (CoRRF)
acknowledged that it received
an invitation to attend Bhalla's
SWearing-in cersmony

“However, with our 9th Au-
gust 2025 resolution in foree, we
regret the inability to attend
the ceremony.....,” the state-
ment said. On August 6, the
state cabinet approved the con-
stitution of a seven-member
commission, to be headed by a
retired [AS officer of the Naga-
land cadre, to examine the job
reservation policy and prepare
a report. However, the CoRRP
opposed the composition of the
commission.

LoP jokes about his marriage, says ‘talks on’

Congress leader Rahul Gandhl on Sunday quipped that “talks are on”
with RID president Lalu Prasad, a political ally and familly friend,
regarding his earller suggestlon that the leader of the opposition In
the Lok Sabha should get marrled. The 55-year-old made the remark
at a press conference in Bihar's Ararla during the Voter Adhikar Yatra'

The Yatra, which began from
Sasaram in Rohtas on August
17, entered Purnea district on
Sunday, its eighth day Rahul
and Tejashwi rode motorcycles
with supporters as residents
turned out in large numbers to
welcome them. Independent
MP from Purnea Rajesh Ran-
jan alias Pappu Yaday, who re-
cently merged his Jan Adhikar
Party with Congress, also
joined the tour.

Rahul said the Yatra was
drawing people “organically™

reflecting public anger over al-
leged attempts at vote theft. He
noted that workers of alliance
partners were coordinating at
the grassroots, with RJD cad-
res carrving Congress flags
and chanting his name, “some-
thing never seen before.”

“Ome can imagine the impact
of our yatra that even small
kids are now raising the slogan
of “vote chor, gaddi chhor’,”
Gandhi added. Tejashwi had
earlier claimed that the EC had
“lost its credibility”

ECblamed after loss: BJP
shreds ‘vote theft’claim

RAMASHANKAR @Patna

FORMER union minister and
BJP MF Ravi Shankar Prasad
on Sunday accused Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi and RJID
leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav
of spreading ‘canards’ and
making baseless ‘vote theft’ al-
legations against his party

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the BJP state headguar-
ters, Prasad said that in the
2024 Lok Sabha election, Sama-
jwadi Party won 37 seats in Ut-
tar Pradesh, while BJP won 33,
and Congress six.

“Even in that election, the
Election Commission was the
same. If people vote for them,
then the Commission is fine,
but if they lose, then the Com-
mission is bad—how can this
logic work?®” he asked.

He also cited the case of Ma-
harashtra, where Congress worn
13 seats, BJP and Shiv Sena 9
edach, and NCP 8. “Was not the
same Election Commission
there too?" he asked. He added
that Congress also formed gov-
ernments in Himachal Pradesh
and Telangana, asking whether
the EC was only valid when the
Congress won. Prasad said, “If
the people do not yvote for Rahul
Gandhi, what can anyone do? In
Haryana, Delhi, and Maharash-
tra assembly elections, BJP
won because the people saw
through his lies.” He accused

Farmers wearing Shibu Soren
masks protest RIMS-2 project

MUKESH RANJAN @ Ranchi

JHAREKHAND police on Sun-
day resorted to light force and
tear gas shells to disperse the
farmers protesting against the
construction of Ranjendra In-
stitute of Medical Sciences-2
(RIMS-2) on agricultural land,
wearing masks of ‘Dishom
Guru’ Shibu Soren.

Despite heavy police deploy-
ment, the protesting farmers,
most of them tribal men and
women, wearing the mask of
Shibu Soren, reached the pro-
posed site of RIMS-2 through
the footpaths of the fields and
ensured ploughing and planted
saplings as per the pre-deter-
mined ‘Hal Joto-Ropa Ropo’
programime.

Thousands of farmers from
farflung areas, including, Late-
har, Lohardaga, Bijupada, Hat-
ma and Bedon joined the move-
ment to save their agricultural
land. The administration fired
tear gas shells to drive away the
villagers who had reached at
the proposed site for RIMS-2 at
Magri, but this did not affect
the farmers as theyv kept on
plonghing their land and plant-
ing the saplings.

“Prohibitory orders have
been imposed in the entire
area. When the crowd became
uncontrolled and tried to create

-

Police resorted to mild for

ce and fired teargas shells to disperse farmers protesting

against land acquisition for the construction of a medical college| express

ruckus and enter the restricted
area, police had to use tear gas
todisperse the crowd. The situ-
ation is now under control and
the police is monitoring the
situation,” said Ranchi Rural
SP Praveen Pushkar. Mean-
while, the farmers blocked the
Ring Road for quite some time
due to which hundreds of vehi-
cles remained stranded on both
sides of the road for several
hours, till the blockade ended
by six in the evening.

In anticipation of these pro-
tests, Ranchi police placed ex-
CM and BJP leader Champal
Soren under house arrest on
Sunday morning to prevent
public disorder. Authorities
formally cited law and order

concerns for the precautionary
detention. Seyeral other tribal
leaders were also taken into
custody ahead of the “Hal Joto-
Ropa Ropo® programime.
Soren, however, called the
moye as undemocratic, empha-
sising that his objection was
not to RIMS-2 per se but to its
placement on tribal land. He re-
iterated his demand that the
project be elsewhere. The BJP
denounced the arrest as au-
thoritarian overreach, label-
ling it “outright dictatorship™
by the state administration.
According to local villagers,
no construction has been done
on the land acquired for RIMS-2
for a long time, so they have a
natural claim on the land.

Experts tlag constructions in fragile fault line

NARENDRA SETHI @ Dehradun

AS Uttarakhand reels from re-
curring natural calamities, ge-
ologists have sounded a strong
warning against large-scale con-
struction along the Main Cen-
tral Thrust (MCT) — a fragile
Himalayan fault line identified
as a key driver of disasters.
The caution comes as the
Centre prepares to send a high-
level team to assess the damage
caused by heavy rainfall and
landslides. Experts say the
MCT, a 5 to0 10 kilometre wide
zone stretching across regions
such as Uttarkashi, is geologi-
cally unstable, “Large construc-
tion in the MCT zone should be
avoided, and ideally prohibited,
as the region is inherently brit-
tle,” said a senior geologist.
Recent disasters like the
Bhatwari land submergence
and the formation of a lake in
the Yamuna River at Svana
Chatti due to debris from Eup-
da Khadd haye been linked to
MCT activity Similar phenom-
ena were seen earlier when Tail

Gad debris blocked the Bhagi-
rathi River between Dharali
and Harsil

Professor M P S Bisht, a sen-
ior geologist and head of Geol-
ogy at Garhwal University, ex-
plained that Kupda Khadd’'s
upper catchment remains land-
slide-prone due to the MCT's
friction zones. “During heavy
rainfall, debris from these
weakened rocks cascades into
valleys, triggering disasters,”
he said, citing historic inci-
dents like the Belakuchi floods
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" Untarakhand faces disasters due to
fragile Himalayan fault line zones
Cepiral team to assess damage in
Lirtarakhand's disaster-hit areas soon

of 1970 and the creation of Gona
Tal lakes in 1893 and 1970,

Meanwhile, the Central goy-
ernment has constituted a sev-
en-member team to conduct on-
site inspections. The state
Disaster Management Depart-
ment, on the directive of the
Chief Secretary, is preparing a
detailed proposal for submis-
sion to the Centre.

Secretary (Disaster Manage-
ment) Vinod KEumar Suman
said the team will assess the af-
fected areas.

7,300 Mussoorie
forest pillars go
missing: Officer

NARENDRA SETHI @ Detvadun

A senior forest officer has
called for a probe into the dis-
appearance of 7,375 boundary
pillars from the Mussoorie For-
est Division in Uttarakhand,
according to an official letter
Chief Conservator of Forests
(Action Plan) Sanjeey Chaturve
di, in a letter to the head of the
Uttarakhand Forest Depart-
ment PCCF Sameer Sinha,
songht a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probe, accusing of-
ficials of collusion in illegal
land occupation and mining.
DFO Mussoorie Amit Ean-
war said the missing pillars
were identified in a survey cov-
ering two districts - Tehri and
Dehradun in six ranges and 33
beats, and an FIR will be filed.

*

The Election Commisslon of Indla (ECI) on Sunday announced that
documents of 98.2% electors had been recelved by electoral officers,
even though eight days are still left for people and political partles to
file thelr clalms and objections to the draft electoral roll of Blhar,
published as part of the SIR of the state'svoters' lIst. Between June 24
and August 24, In 60 days, 98.2% people submitted thelr documents.

Gandhi of conslstently attack-
ing constitutional institutions
by making shameless allega-
tions. “Today it is the Election
Commission, earlier it was
‘Chowkidar Chor Hai", he
remarked.

He claimed that Gandhi was
targeting the Election Com-
mission, media, the Prime
Minister—everyone but he
must understand that he could
not say anything he wanted
and expected the country to
simply tolerate it.”

Frasad further said that in
Bihar, Gandhi was trying to
mislead people by levelling
baseless allegations. He alleged
that Tejashwi Yadav's language
against Prime Minister was
unacceptable. “The people of
this country have elected
Marendra Modi as Prime Min-
ister thrice. Tejashwi must
apologise for calling the Prime
Minister a liar and advised
him to be careful not to adopt
Gandhi's wavs under his influ-
ence,” he assertad.

J&K recruitment exam for
junior engineers cancelled
amid SSB paper leak row

FAYAZ WANI @Sdnagar

THE OMR-based written exam
for Junior Engineer (Electri-
cal) posts in Jammu and Eash-
mir was marred by a contro-
versy on Sunday after shocking
purported videos emerged from
an examination centre in Sri-
nagar — showing candidates
openly using mobile phones
and solving guestions in groups
and allegations of paper leak.

After massive outrage, Jam-
mu and Kashmir Services Se-
lection Board (JESSB) can-
celled the examination. The
recruitment for JE (Electrical)
posts in J&K is being held after
nearly a decade, and thousands
of candidates appeared for the
exam at multiple centres
across the Union
Territory

However, as the ex-
amination began in
the morning, shock-
ing videos began circu-
lating on social media
firom one of the centres (Girls
Higher Secondary School, Eo-
thibagh) in Srinagar. In the
videos, aspirants were seen
using mobile phones inside
the examination hall and dis-
cussing answers in groups.
Adding to the chaos were alle-
gations of a paper leak.

%]

Asplrants seen using
phones Inside exam hall

However, as the exam began In
the morning. shocking videos
began circulating on soclal media
from one of the centres In
Srinagar. In the videos, asplrants
were seen using moblle phones
Inslde the examination hall and
discussing answers In groups.
Adding to the chaos were
allegations of a paper leak.

Some candidates claimed the
question paper had been ac-
cessed before the exam official-
Iy started. “At around 10:47 am,
we were handed the OMR
sheets. About 56 mimites later,
when some had already started

going through the paper,
an official came in and
announced that the
exam was postponed
due to heavy rain in
Jammu,” said one can-
didate at the Eothibagh
centre. He alleged many
students walked out with the
paper. “Outside, groups began
solyving the questions using
Google and other platforms on
their phones.”

The candidate alleged that
after nearly more than an hour,
they were told to return to the
exam hall and write the exam.
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Grand memonal for
Shibu Soren In Ranchl

A grand memanal dedicated to
‘Disharm Gurd’ late Shibu Soren s set
o come up In Ranchl, with the Urban
Development Department initiating
the progess of land allotment for the
poject. The Jharkhand State
Housing Boam has been directed to
|dentify asultable plot along the
bypass mad in Ranchi, one of the
dty's buslest stretches. Accomding to
officials, land In Bhusur Mauza has
ememsed as the prefiemed site. The
Housing Board had eartler acquired
5813 acres here from the Heaw
Englneering Corporation ( HEC) for
an Integrated housing scheme. A
portion of this land—around four
acres—|s now belng corsidered for
the memoral

JPSC gets flak for holding
back cut-off marks

The tharkhand Public Service
Commission (JPSC) has once agaln
comie under scrutiny for fallng to
release the cut-off marks of
randidates declamed suocessful In
the Tith to 13th Civil Services
Examinations. This Is the second
time that the results were publshed
without disclosing the cut-off, In
dlearyiolztion of the commission's
own transparency rules. According to
the commission’s transparency
guidelines |ssued in 2015, the marks
of both suocessful and unsuccessful
and|dates must be made public.
Desplte these clear provisions, the
JPSC has not yet uploaded the
required detalls for the 1ith to 13th
Civil Services Examinations.

JYkhand ATS extradites
gangster from Azerbaljan

Inafirst such operation in the state's
history, Jharkhand's Antk-Temorsm
Souad (ATS) has achleved amalor
breakthrough with the extradition of
gangster Mayank Singh, also krown
as Sunil Meana, from Baku,
Azerbalian. Singh, who faces nearty
50 criminal cases In Jharkhand,
Ralasthan, and otherstates, was
flown to Ranchi and was produced In
aRamgarh court. Investigators
belleve Singh played acnxclalrole as
aonnecting link between falled
gangster Aman Sahu and the
Lawrence Bishnol network,
strengthening tles between the two
groups even from behind bars.
Officials emphasised that this
extradition marks a significant step.

Indian-origin truck driver facing
homicide charges in US denied bond

HARPREET BAIWA @ Chandigarh

A 28-vear-old Indian-origin
truck driver, Harjinder Singh,
accused of making an illegal U-
turn that killed three people in
Florida on August 12, was de-
nied bond on Saturday

Harjinder, who hails from
the Rataul village in the Tarn
Taran district of Punjab, had
reportedly entered the US in
2018 via Mexico through the
‘donkev route’. He was arrested
5ix days after the accident at
his California home and is now
lodged in the St Lucie County
Jail in Florida. He faces three
counts of vehicular homicide
and could be sentenced to
around 50 vears in prison. His
next court hearing is slated for
Angust 27.

Meanwhile, his family back
home in Rataul are hoping for a
lighter punishment. His broth-
er Tejinder Singh admitted that
Harjinder had made a grave

Truckers’visa woes

Meanwhile, Bathinda MP and SAD
leader Harsimrat Kaur Badal has
expressed concern over the US'
declslon to stop Issulng worker
visas for commercial truck drivers.
“Punjabl and Sikh drivers make up
20% of the US trucking Industry,”
she noted while decrying the move.

mistake but stressed that it was
just an accident and not a delib-
erate act. “We are sorry for the
three deaths in the accident,”
he expressed, reiterating that
he should face the law but be
handed a lenient sentence, giv-
en it was an accident.

Dilbagh Singh, another one
of Harjinder's relatives, echoed
those sentiments, saving, “He is
just 28 vears old. You can imag-
ine what our condition will be
if he gets around 45 years of
jail. Dilbagh has appealed to
Sikh bodies to come forward
and provide assistance to Har-

jinder. Support for him has been
pouring in from different quar-
ters, as a controversial online
petition calling for his release
has garnered over two million
slgnatures.

Meanwhile, Bathinda MP and
SAD leader Harsimrat Eaur
Badal has urged External Af-
fairs Minister 8 Jaishankar to
ensure counsellor access to
Harjinder. She also expressed
concern over Washington's de-
cision to stop issuing worker
visas for commercial truck
drivers. The move, part of the
Trump administration's efforts
to clamp down on foreign work-
ers, has raised many evebrows
as it comes hot on the heels of
the crash involving Harjinder.

“Punjabi and Sikh drivers
make up 20% of the US truck-
ing industry Anv mass-level ac-
tion against them would have a
detrimental effect on trucking
families and would be discrimi-
natory in nature,” she noted.
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Ukraine marks I-Day amid
Russian strikes, Carney visit

Flres broke out at energy facllitles In Kursk and Leningrad reglons, Including a
nuclear plant, as Canadlan PM pledged $1.5 blllion military ald and support

KYIV

RUSSIA accused Ukraine Sunday of
launching drone attacks that sparked
a fire at a nuclear power plant in its
western Kursk region overnight, as
Ukraine celebrated 34 years since its
independence.

Russian officials said several pow-
er and energy facilities were target-
ed in the overnight strikes. The fire
at the nuclear facility was quickly
extinguished with no injuries re-
ported, according to the plant’s press
service on Telegram. While the at-
tack damaged a transformer, radia-
tion levels remained within normal
ranges.

The United Nations' nuclear
watchdog said it wasaware of media
reports that a transformer at the
plants had canght fire “due to mili-
tary activity,” but hadn't received
independent confirmation. It said
its director-general, Rafael Mariano
Grossi, said that “every nuclear fa-
cility must be protected at all times.”
Ukraine did not immediately com-
ment on the alleged attack.

Firefighters also responded to a
blaze at the port of Ust-Luga in Rus-
sia’s Leningrad region, home to a
major fuel export terminal. The re-
gional governor said approximately
10 Ukrainian drones were shot down.
with debris igniting the fire.

Bussia’s Defense Ministry claimed

Dhaka presses
Pak on 1971 war
apology during
[shaq Dar visit

BANGLADESH on Sunday raised
pending issues, including an apolo-
oy for the 1971 war, with Pakistan's
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar, who is
the most senior leader from his
country to visit Dhaka since 2012,

Dar, who arrived in Dhaka on Sat-
urday on a two-day visit aimed at re-
building ties with Bangladesh fol-
lowing the ouster of longtime prime
minister Sheikh Hasina, held talks
with the interim government's For-
eipn Adviser M Touhid Hossain. “We
have raised unresolved issues such
asanapology or expression of regret
for 1971, claims over assets, and the
matter of stranded Pakistani citi-
zens (with Dar),” Hossain told report-
ers after talks with Dar

It would be wrong to expect prob-
lems of 34 vears to be solved in a sin-
gle day, he said.

“Both countries have presented
their respective positions on these is-
sues,” the foreign adviser said at a
press conference.

Dar, who is also the deputy prime
minister, said the unsettled issues

over 1971 were resolved twice — first
in 1974 in tri-partite talks involving
Mew Delhi in India.

Later, the then president Pervez
Musharraf settled the issues of gen-
ocide again during his Dhaka visit
when he talked in public with an
PTT

open mind,” Dar added.

Sudanese return to rumed homes
after army retakes Khartoum

KHARTOUM her home was damaged by  people who returned to Su- s Tollowm:

fire in March, along with all dan between December 2024 Date for availability of bid document on the portal: 15-09-2025
ALL thatremains of Afaf al- her other possessions. The and May this year, according from 17:00 Hrs.
Tayeb’s home in Sudan's loss of her home left her in  to the latest estimates by the Last Date /Time of Receipt of bid on the portal: 06-10-2025 il
Ehartoum province is a tears and deep sorrow, she International Organisation 16:00 Hrs.
charred, windowless struc-  told The Associated Press.  for Migration. Datail of subsequent addendum/corrigendum/cancelation ete.

ture with peeling paint— yet
in June, she eagerly re-
turned, feeling safe again for
the first time since the Suda-
nese army said it retook the
capital from the rival Rapid

Support Forces, in the province and Sudanese seeking frid 5 ; !
Al-Tayeb had been dis- forced them to re- refuge in neighbor- Department of Electronics & Information Technology =3 =

placed with her son Moham- turn to Al-GQaws. ing countries. Government of Kerala S

ed al-Ehedr and their family Al-Tayeb said BESF The conflict has Saankethika, Vrindavan Gardens, Near EPF Office, Paltom P. O

at least four times since the fighters then expelled killed more than 40,000 Thirwvananthapurarm, Kerala 695004, Tel: 0471 2525444

civil war in the North Afri- her and her family and people, pushed many to

can nation broke out over  they had to flee to east Khar-  the brink of famine, and TENDER NOTICE

twio years ago. They were dis-
placed in different areas in
Ehartoum, yet nothing has
ever felt as comforting as
their house in the Al-Qawz
district of Ehartoum Citw

She misses the photographs  raided her home. cluding important landmarks i : g ; A
of her parents and late hus- Al-Tayeb and her son are  such as the airport and min- E"Fd i ”a'-""la mm'sm_ﬂrﬂf f':e sarrf i h? E'ﬂert?m?d F,'FP ki
band which were lost when among roughly 1.2 million  isterial buildings. AP miy be downloaded from hiips:iietenders kerala.govininicgepiapp

The family was first dis-
placed to the Hilaliya area, in

toum onto Shendi and then
Om Durman city. “They
looked very strange — inde-
scribable — and their appear-
ance was frichtening,”
said of the RSF fighters who

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney, right.
shakes hands with Ukrainian President
1I'EI|UEEI'I'I,'|'T Ielenskyy during their meeting in

Kyiv, Ukraine | ap

its air defenses intercepted 95
Ukrainian drones over Russian ter-
ritory overnight into Sunday.
Russia fired 72 drones and decoys,
along with a cruise missile, into
Ukraine overnight into Sunday,
Ukraine's air force said. Of these, 48
drones were shot down or jammed.
The incidents occurred as Ukraine
marked independence day, commem-
orating its 1991 declaration of inde-
pendence from the Soviet Union.
President Volodvmyr Zelenskyy
delivered remarks in a video address
from Eviv's Independence Square,

Israeli strikes hit Yemen’s
capital, targeting Houthis

CAIRO

ISRAELI airstrikes hit Yemen's capi-
tal on Sunday, just days after the
Houthi rebels fired a missile toward
Israel that its military described as
the first cluster bomb the rebels had
fired at it since 2023.

The Iranian-backed Houthis said
the strikes hit multiple areas across
Sanaa. The Houthi-run health min-
istry said that at least two people
were Killed and 35 others were
wournded.

The rebels" Al-Masirah satellite
television reported a strike on an oil
company, and video on social media
showed a fireball erupting there, Is-
rael’s military said it struck the Asar
and Hizaz power plants, calling them
“a significant electricity supplv fa-
cility for military activities,” along
with a military site where the presi-
dential palace is located. Sanaa resi-
dents told The Associated Press they
heard loud explosions close to a

fo captives

held in'bandit' camp rescued
by Migeria military

Four dead as
Israeli forces
opens fire near
aid site in Gaza

DEIR AL-BALAH
emphasizing the nation’s resolve. ~—
“We are building a Ukraine that will
have enough strength and power to
live in security and peace,” Zelen-
skyy said, calling for a “just peace.”

“What our future will be is up to
us alone,” he said, ina nod to the US-
Russia summit in Alaska earlier in
Angust, which many feared would
leave Ukrainian and European inter-
ests sidelined.

‘And the world knows this. And
the world respects this. It respects
Ukraine. It perceives Ukraine as an
equal,” he said.

US special envoy Keith Eellogg
was in attendance at independence
day celebrations in Eviv, during
which Zelenskyvy awarded him the
Ukrainian Order of Merit, of the 1st
degres.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney arrived in Eyiv on Sunday
morning for meetings with Zelen-
skyyv. “0On this special day —
Ukraine's Independence Day — it is
especially important for us to feel
the support of our friends. And Can-
ada has always stood by our side,”
wrote Andriy Yermak, Zelenskyy's
chief of staff. In a joint press confer-
ence with Zelenzskyy, Carney said
Canada will invest 2 billion Canadi-
an dollars ($1.5 billion) in new mili-
tary assistance for Ukraine to boost
its army and provide urgently need-
el weapons. AP

ISRAELI forces shot dead four Pal-
estinian aid-seekers traveling
Sunday through a military zone
south of Gaza City that is regu-
larly used to reach a food distribu-
tion point, a hospital and witness-
es said. Gaza City is in famine
after 22 months of war, while Is-
rael’s military moves ahead with
a planned offensive to seize the
city perhaps within days Israel’s
defense minister has warned that
the city of hundreds of thousands
of people could be destroyed.

Al-Awda Hospital and two wit-
nesses told The Associated Press
the Palestinians were Killed when
troops opened fire on a crowd
heading to a site run by the Israeli-
backed U.5. contractor Gaza Hu-
manitarian Foundation in the
Metzarim corridor area, hundreds
of meters (vards) from the site

“The punfire was indiscrimi-
nate,” said Mohamed Abed, a fa-
ther of two from the Bureij refu-
gee camp.

Abed and Aymed Sayvad, anoth-
er aid-seeker; said troops opened
fire when a group near the front of
the crowd pushed toward the site
before its scheduled opening.
Sayvad said he and others helped
two people wonnded by gunshots

“This incident didn't ococur near
our site nor as described,” the
GHF said in an email. The Israeli
military did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment.
Gaza's Health Ministry reported
another eight malnutrition-relat-
ed deaths Sunday, including a
child. That brings the total
number of malnutrition-related
deaths during the war to 289, with
presidential palace. They said they 115 of them children. AP
could see plumes of smoke near
Sabeen Square, a central gathering
place in the capital.

“The sounds of explosions were
very strong,” said Hussein Moham-
ed, who lives close to the presiden-
tial palace. Ahmed al-Mekhlafy said
he felt the shear foree of the strikes
“The house was rocked, and the win-
dows were shatterad,” he told the AP
by phone. The Houthis havelaunched
missiles and drones toward Israel
and targeted ships in the Red Sea for
over 22 months, saying they are at-
tacking in solidarity with Palestini-

o
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ans amid the war in Gaza. Jezmiem ©
Nasruddin Amer, deputy head of - I o

the Houthi media office, claimed the o STRIP _

latest airstrikes won't deter the N )

rebels, and vowed to continue at- ¥ |SRAEL

tacks on Israel. 5
“Our military operations support- TOLLSO EAR

ing Gaza won't stop, God willing, un-
less the aggression is stopped, and
the siege is lifted.” he wrote on social

62,686

closed military academy and the media. AP
Myanmar’s historic Gokteik INTEGRAL COACH FACTORY, CHENNAI - 38 & ’J
bridge destroyed amid fighting [ The Iollowing e-tender & putiished in IREPS website, Firms ars fm.mm o

YANGOM: Myanmar's Junta sald antl-coup amed
groups bombed and destroyed the Goktelk Viaduct, a B
colonlal-era raltway bridge once the world's tallest.
The 102-metre-high structure, a tourlst draw linking
Mandalay to northern Shan 5tate, was shown
collapsed In soclal media videos. The Ta'ang National
Liberation Army denled responsibility, blaming junta

drone strikes.

Gezira province, taking noth-  people have been forcibly dis- Executive Engineer {Solar)
ing but the clothes they placed since the current
wele wearing, until the conflict began in April
RESF made advances 2023, with 3.2 million

she

The UN's refugee agency
says more than 12 million

cansed several disease out-
breaks. Khartoum was the
epicenter of fighting at the
startof the war, but the army
said it had recaptured the
capital earlier this year, in-

| koin 1o www.Ireps.gov.in and quote against the tandar. Manual Quotation wil

!ml b entertainod for the bendar,

Short Description
al the ilem

Tander

o Tender
mﬂn\. Walue [T}

Waorks Contract for carmying out Installation of |
Ahmminium Composite Panals and Mouldings | 1,31,52,280
in Raiway Passangar Coaches |

2025499211943

| Date of tender Closing: 17.08.2025 at 14.45 Hrs / Opaning on 17.08,2025 at
|16.00 Hra. Hindi Verslon of the above advertisement |s available in
ihltpa:.fﬂcf.lndmnmlhvuyu.gw.w

| Corrlgendum to tender no. 2025498211932 - Dale of tender Closing &
Dpaning may be read as Date of tender Closing: 12.09.2025 al 14,45 Hrs &

Openingon 12,08 2025 a1 15.00Hrs.
| Dy Chief Mechanical Eng-lna-er.f Fur-iil

UJVN Litd.

[An Marakhand Govi. Enforpriges)

B0 "LLLIWAL", Mabaraini

dur-245106
Telephonas: I35 508

LIl

bl Time Extension H'.‘atwe g D2h00.00
Due to unavoidable circumstances, due dates in respect of
cnline Bid Identification Nos..(I)T-01/EE{Solar)/2025-26 (i} T-
02/EE(Solar)/2025-26 (iii) T-D3/EE|{Solar)/2025-26 are extendad

may be obtained from the website.
Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal

hitp:liuktenders.gov.in.

Kerala State IT Mission (KSITM) e

Tender Ref. No: e-Governan/22025-KSITM Date: 22.08.2025

Kerala State IT Mission invites Request for Proposal for the Selection
of Agency for the Development and Implementation of integrated
WhatsApp & Chatbot Solution

Proposals shall be accepied only through online at hilps:fetenders kerala govin

Last date of proposal submission; 187 September 2025
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Clashes erupt in UK after court orders asylum hotel closure

LONDON: Pro- and antl-migrant groups staged heated protests across Britaln after a
court ordered a London hotel to evict asy lunr-seekers. iImmigration has become a
political flashpolnt amid record arrivals, with over 27,000 unauthorized crossings this
year alone. The government, facing mounting pressure, pledged to speed up asylum
appeals, cut backlogs, and disrupt smuggling gangs. Tenslons over housing remaln
high. with about 32,000 asylun-seekers still in hotels. Pollticlans wam tenslons could
Tise as commiunitles resist nousing migrants.

Secretariat, Chennal = 800 009,

@ Ten i

Tenders are invited onling for selecting a guabfied agancy o carry out infrastructure
warks and publicity arrapgemeants for the inaugural Function of the Global Startup Summit,
MSME Department to be held at Codissia Trade Fair Complex, Coimbatore, on $th and
10th October 2025, The details are as folbows:

Sl Wenue of the | Perniod and Time for Downloading

GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU
TAMIL DEVELOPMENT AND INFORMATION DEPARTMENT

| Mo, | Event | Tenger Documents through Websile
| From 25.08,2025 to 08.08.2025, up to 5.00 PM
| Pra-Bld Meating : 02.00.2026 at 3.00 PM
1 | Coimbatore | Tender Opening : 09.09.2025 at 3.00 PM at the office of the
| Director, Depariment of Information and Public Relations Office,

| Sth Floor, Namakkal Kavignar Maaligai, Secretasiat, Channai — g,
Faor further details regarding the ‘works 1o be camed out, please refer to the tender document
avallable at the websile: waw.intenders.gov.in

Director, 2
Depariment g lnﬁ:umauﬂ and Pﬁln Relations,

DIPRMGS L Tenden2025
S, - SALE NOTICE FOR SALE (IR tshtieryives BN
PRI || OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES |Gl

wrved| | mgre o b by s i

APPENDIX IV-A [See Proviso to rule B{E)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assels under the Securitisation and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 read with proviso to Rule 5(1) of
the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002,

Motica 18 hereby given to the public m genseral Bnd In particuler to the below mentioned Borrowens) and
Guaranior(s) that the schedule mentioned immovable properies morgagedichargad 1o the Secured Credior,
the possession of which has been taken by the Autharised Oficer of Indian Bank, Egmora Branch, the Secined
Creditor, will e sold on "As is where 27, "As s what 8™ and “Whatever there (8" basis for recovery of amoun
duae spacdied for each of the accounts therate, which is dus to payabla o the sacured creditor, with furthar

mterasi, costs, other charges and expenses theraon

4Bnn'nwer and Hnrl.gagar] Sin R,amaringam Mo.3137. Marlamman ".-'Illa{_pe Kml Street, Pandur, UIundrpet
Dist. Kallakurichi - 506 102, Also at : Mo B, 4th Cross Street, Kavi Kuyll Magar. Pondicharmy - 605 013, Landmark -
Saram. (2) Mrs, Aruna, (Co-borrowar], Wio Mr, Prabhu Ramaingam, Mo 3137, Marameman Village Koil Streat,
Pandur, Ulundwrget, Dist. Kallakurichi - BDE 102, Also at : No.8, 4ih Cross Slreed, Kavi Kuyl Nagar, Pondichemy -
6045 013, Landrmark - Sarem.

AMOUNT DUE TO THE BANK AS ON 22,08.2028 ; Rs.74,31 478/- (Rupees Seventy four lakhs thirty ane
thousand four hundred and seventy nine only) with further inlerest, costs, other charges and cxpenses
therean fram 23.08.2025.

SHORT DESCRIFTION OF THE PROPERTY : Schedule A Property : All that piece and parcel of vacant house
site braring Plot Mo. 23, measuring an exbent of 2600 S, fi. comprised in Old Servey Mo 85301 as par Old Patta
Mo 156868, New Palta No. 32362 Mew 5. No.GS3ML, in e layoul named “Sai Baba Nagar® siluated af
Pallikarans Vigage, Sholinganaliur Tatuk, Kanchaspuram Destrics now Chennai District. Measuring an the - Morth
by © 40 figat, South by - 20 fest, East by - G5 feat, Wast by - 66 fest, Within the Registration District of Chennai
Saulh and SRO of Sastapel Joinl. Schedule B Property : 55% ie. 1,430 5q. I, undivided share of End Tram oul
Schadule AProperty. Schedule C Property @ 435 Sq. fi. undivided share of land (out of Schedula *A° menticnad
property} Residential/Double Bedroom apartment admeasuring approximately 1086 Sq. ft. mchesive of shara in
he comman arees of the building o be known as “Sedharghan Sayee” delinested in the drrwing @ Third Floar,
Flat bo.T-1 and one covered car parking.

POSSESSION TYPE : Physical PROPERTY ID : IDIBTS3E5T3I303 ENCUMBRANCES ON PROPERTY : NIl
M L ali UL = 5] H J U 5 U

PROPERTY
LOCATION

E-AUCTION
WEBSITE

BANK
WEBSITE

2. HAME AND ADDRESS OF THE BORROWERS/GUARANTORSMORTGAGORS : (1) Mr. Prabhu Ramalingarn,
(Borrower and Mortgagor), Sio Ramalingam, No.3137, Mariamman Village Koll Street, Pandur, Ulundurpst,
(Dist. Kakakurichd - G065 102, Also at : Mo.8, 4th Cross Street, Kaw Kuyil Megar, Fondicherry - 605 013, Landmark -
Saram. (Z) Mrs, Aruna, (Co-borrower), Wio Mr, Prabhu Ramafngam, Mo 301357, Masiamman Village Koil Straat,
Fandur, Hundwrpget, Dist. Kallakurichi - B0E 102, Also at : No.8, 4th Cross Streel, Kavi Kuyl Nagarn, Pondichemy -
6045 013, Lendmark - Saram. (3) Mr. Parthiban, (Co-borrower), 5o Ramalingam, Mo 3137, Maramman Vilage
Koil Straat, Pandur, Uundupat, Dist. Kallakurichi - 806 102,

AMOUNT DUE TO THE BANK AS ON 22.08.2025 : Rs_71,30,404/- (Rupess Seventy one lakhs thifty nine
thousand four hundred and four anly] with feriher nleses], coats, oiher changes snd expensas thereon Trom
23.08.2025.

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY - Schedule A Property : Al that piece and parcel of vacant plot
bearing Flol No 446 situated at Sundaresan Stres], Gnanamuhy Magar, Améatlur, Chenngi - 600 053 wilh
fanded area of 3300 Sq. fi. &5 par Document and 3056 Sq. fi. 85 per Fatie, comprised in Re-Sunsay NosgS by
virue of Patia bearng Mew Survey Mo G653 and correlated fo T.5. Mo, 11001, in Block Mo 13 of Ward C, Survey
Mo 6B par of No.20, Menambedu Willage, Amikabiur Taluk, Thinevalur Dist. And Morth Chennai Registralion
Diatrict, Ambatiur Sub Registratoin District and within the Chve imits of Corporation of Chennal. Measuring - East
o Vast on Northarm side ; 41 faet. East to West on Southarn sade ; 40 faet, Morth to South on Eastern side : 83 feat,
Maorth 1o South on Westem side © B0 feal Inall 3300 Sq. 1, Schedule B Property : All that Flal bearing Mo, T-2,
aituabed &t the Third Floor of No.20, Menambeadu Village Fio! Mo 44, Sundaresan Street, Gnanamurthy Magar,
Ambattur, Chennal - #0053, Ambatiur Tasuk, Thiruvalier District comprised in Re-Sunsay Mo G5 by vinue of
Patta bearing New Sureiry Mo 6503 and correlaied 10 TS, Mo, 11001, in Block Mo, 13 of Ward C, Survey No, BEM1B
part having plinth area of 1076 Sq. it (Including common area) and with car parking marked as car parking Flat
Mo T-2, togethar with electrc fiings, common rfights to use star case, terraca, borewall, motor, water poes and
sewage nas with olher co-owners with equal righls and 410 Sg. & undivided share of land out of the Bnd
described in Schedule & henein above

POSSESSION TYPE : Symbolic PROPERTY ID ; IDMATAEZIII661 ENCUMBRANCES ON PROPERTY ; Nil

ULl g B H U nE.4 U

PROPERTY

E-AUCTION
WEBESITE

3. HAME AND ADDRESS OF THE BORROWERS!GUARANTORSMORTGAGORS : (1) Mr. Vetriganesan G,
{Borrower’Mortgagor), 5o Ganapathy, No 11, Flat MoF. Block 2, Santhi Sagar Radhaknshnan Salai,
Valasaravakkam, Tiruvaller (TN) - 600 087. (Z) Mrs. C. Sangeetha, [Co-borrower), Wia Mr. Velriganesan (3,
Mo 11, Flat Mo.F, Block 2, Santhi Sager Radhakrishnan Sakal, Valssarevakkam, Tirovallur (TH) - 600 087,

AMOUNT DUE TO THE BANK AS ON 22082025 : Rs.48,91,527/- (Rupaes Forty aight lakhs ninety one
thousand five hundred and twenty seven only) with furthar interest, costs, ofther charges and sxpenses
iherean from 23.08. 2025,

SHORT DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY : Schedule “A" Proparty : All that place and parcel of the proparty
baing vacant land measwring 80,224 Sq. ft {184 Cenls) stuated in Karanaipuduchery Village, now Vandalur
Taluk Chengalpet District (ferrmarly Chengalpeat Taluk, Kancheepuram Disticl) detailed in llem Mo.1, 2, 38 4
nalow. Fem 1 - Total extent maasuring 63 Cents in Survey Mo 532, ibem 2 - Total exient measuring 36 Cents in
Survay Mo TE2A, Item 3 - Total extant maasuring 20 Cents in Surey Mo, TAR2E, 15 Cents in Sunmay No. 76201
4 Cants in Survey No 75202, tem 4 - Tolal extent meaguning 19 Cenls in Sureey No. 7503 & 17 Cents in Sursey
Mo 7M. Within the Regestration District of Tambaram {formerty South Chennal) end Sub Registration District of
SRO Guduvanchary, Schedule “B" Property : All that plece and parcel of the proparty being vacant Land of Plot
Mol o 33 and 2007 wide privade mad as per fhe Sulb Division Approval Mo 2402012, 252012, 262012,
2TIEN2, ZA0EM 2, 2201 2, AN2012, 302012, 32012, 332012 & 35/201 2 dated 18.02.2012 lotal measuring
an extant of 76,054 S, ft.in Survey Mo G302, TH2A, THZE1, TR2C1. TRAC2A, T53 & T of Kamnaipuduchery
Willage now Vandalur Taluk Chengadpet District {formerdy Changalped Taluk, Kancheepuram District) in and ot of
the Scheduls “A° Propearty. Schedula “C" Property @ An undivided share of land measunng 581 Sq. L oul of
1641 5q. ft of Plot No.23 comprisad in Survey No. 7524 and 281 situated at Karanalpuduchary Village Vandalur
Tahk, Changadpat Distact in morefully described in the Schedule "B" Proparty. Within the Registration Disirict of
Tambaram (formesty Soulh Chennas) and Sub Registration Dislrict of 2RO Guduevanchesy. Schedule "D™
Property : A Raeideantial flat bearing Mo_23-E, having super built up area of 889 Sq. f1. (including common area) in
the Secord Floor building with covered car parking and E B, etc.. in the Schedusa "B

POSSESSION TYPE ; Physical PROPERTY ID ; IDIBTEE2E062TS ENCUMBRANCES ON PROPERTY : Nil

LUl 5 B U M5 ih)

E-AUCTION
WEBSITE

Date and Time of Inspection of the Properties & related documants :
03,08, 2025 to 04.09,2025 batween 10,00 a.m, and 4.00 p.m.

| DATE AND TIME OF E-AUCTION : 10.09.2025 BETWEEN 11.00 A.M. AND 4.00 P.M. I

Last Date for submission of Tender formEMD : 10.09.2025

Bidders are advised 1o visit the website (hitps:{fwww baanknet.com) of our @ auction servce provider PSH
Afkance Pyl, Lid io participate in onfing bid. For Technical Assislance Plaase call PSE Allance Pyl. L1d. Helpdesk
Mo, 8281220220, email 1D - support.baanknetfpsballlance.com and other help line numbsns available o
sanvice providers help desk, For Registration stats with PSB Alliance Pvi. Lid. and EMD Siatus. pleasa contact
supporLbaanknet@psballiance.com,

For property detalls and photograph of the property end auction terms and conditons please visi
https:\fwers, bagnknet, com and for clarfications related to this porial please contact Helpdesk Mo, 8201220220,
Bidders are advised to use Property |D Number mentioned above while searching Tor the property in the
websile with hitps:'www baanknel.com.
Dade : 22.08.2025

Piace - Chennai

AUTHORISED OFFICER,
INDIAN BANK.
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Income tax returnfiling tips for freelancers

EXPRESS

PERSONAI SSFINANCE

monoay 25.08.2025

While tax slabs are same as for salarled employees, freelancers can't clalm standard deduction of 50,000

DIPAK MONDAL @ New Delhl

COMNSULTANTS and freelanc-
ers face a slightly different set
of rules while filing their in-
come tax returns (ITR)
compared to salaried employ-
ees, Here are some Key points
to ensure error-free and
compliant filing.

Choosing the right ITR form

Professionals earning consul-
tancy or freelancing income
are required tofile ITR Form 3.
Those opting for presumptive
taxation scheme under Section
44ADA must file ITR Form 4
(Sugam). Under ITR 3, taxpay-
ers must prepare a profit and
loss account as well as a bal-
ance sheet. Filing an incorrect
form can render the return de-
fective or inmyvalid.

ITR 4 can’t be used where in-
come exceeds 50 lakh, losses
are carried forward, foreign-

sourced income is reported, or
taxpayer qualifies as a non-res-
ident. In such cases, ITR 3 must
be filed. For FY25, deadline for
filing ITR is September 15. If a
tax audit under Section 44AR is
applicable, due date extends to
October 31, with audit report to
be filed by September 30, 2025,

Presumptive taxation scheme

Section 44ADA allows notified
professionals such as doctors,
lawyers, engineers, account-
ants, technical consultants,
and interior designers to de-
clare 50% of gross receipts as
taxable income. Those with in-
come above #75 lakh per an-
num can't avail this benefit. No
deductions against business
expenses are permitted when
opting for this scheme.

Tax regime considerations

Consultants have limited flexi-
bility when switching tax re-

INVESTING IN EQUITY

FOR TH

_FINANCIAL ADVICE .

PV SUBRAMANYAM
writesat
www subramoney com and has
athored the best seller 'Retie
Rich - lwest 40 aday’

ANY people have this
question at the top of
their minds, whether
they should invest in
equities or in equities
through mutual funds.
As of today (Aug
H025), domestic market presents
a compelling case for long-term
investors, despite short-term
volatility and elevated valua-
tions. Mifty 50 closed at 24,870.10
on August 22, Earlier in the
week, the index hovered above
25.050, reflecting a mixed per-
formance driven by global cues
and domestic earnings. Year-to-
date, MSCI India Index has un-
derperformed, posting negative
returns while global peers
gained up to 18.9% . highlight-
ing concerns over high valua-
tions and external risks. For
horizons of 5-10 vears or more,
India’s structural strengths out-
weigh these headwinds.
Economically, India remains
a bright spot globally: The OECD
projects real GDP growth at
6.3% fior FY26 and 6.4% for FY27,
powered by strengthening pri-
vate consumption and govern-
mettt capex. Our balance of pay-
ments, current account deficit,
gt remain healthy and robust.
Private sector balance sheets
are not leveraged at all. Long-
term drivers include a young
demographic, digital transfor-
mation via UPI and Aadhaar,
and policy reforms like PLI
boosting manufacturing.
Sectors like technology, and
infrastructure are poised for

Coke bottler sees Z7k cr revenue in FY26 BOI classifies loan accounts
of Reliance Comm as fraud

DIPAK MONDAL @ New Delhl

SLMG Beverages, one of Coca-
Cola's bottlers in India, is tar-
geting revenues of 7,000 crore
in FY26, backed by expanding
manufacturing capacity and fio-
cus on sustainable growth.

The Lucknow-headquartered
company, operates eight mod-
ern manufacturing facilities
across Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
and Uttarakhand, has been
stepping up investments in
new plants and distribution
networks.

Vivelk Ladhani, director,
SLMG, acknowledged EBITDA
margins remain under pressure
due to rationalisation and fresh
investments but expects to sta-
bilise in medium term, with
margins returning to 18-20%.
Until recently SLMG was the
largest independent Coca-Cola
bottler in India. That changed
after the Bhartias of Jubilant

. LONG TERM

multi-year expansion, with
economists noting “imminent
recovery” and compelling op-
portunities in emerging mar-
kets equity. Medical tourism
has taken the hospital shares to
a different orbit.

Valuations provide a nuanced
picture. Nifty 50°s price-to-earn-
ings (P/E)ratiostands at21.9 as
of August 22, slightly above
long-term average of about 18-
20 but far from bubble territory
This elavation reflects opti-
mism in earnings growth, pro-
jected at 15-18% annually over
next few years. Compared to
historical corrections, current
levels supgest room for mean
reversion, offering value for pa-
tient investors. Experts empha-
sise India’s resilience amid glo-
bal slowdowns, with digital
booms and economic stability
creating “compelling bets" for
2025 and beyond. A market that
has remained at a PE of 20 for
past & years (ignore Covid fally
has been robust and should cur-
rent PE is not scary at all.

Risks can't be ipnored. Geo-
political tensions, potential US
rate hikes, and domestic infla-
tion (4%) could trigger correc-
tions. Recent market dips, un-
derscore yvolatility from FII
outflows and overbought condi-
tions. Some investors warn of
possible crashes tied to global
events, advising diversifica-
tion. Yet, historical data shows
equities delivering 12-15%
CAGE over decades.

For long-term investors, now
is a prudent time to invest via
SIPs in diversified funds or
blue-chips as recommended by
analysts. One agnalyst argues
it's “strategically sound” for
quality positions, emphasising
discipline over timing. Invest-
ment sentiment echoes this,
with users promoting ETFs
like Niftvy Bees for safe, long-
term growth. While short-term
caution is warranted, growth
trajectory makes equities a
strong wealth-builder. Focus on
fundamentals, diversify, and
stay invested—time in the mar-
ket beats timing it

-

Group acquired 40% stake in
Hindustan Coca-Cola Beverag-
s, Coca-Cola India's bottling
arm, giving them control of
southern and western markets,
SLMG continues to serve key
markets of UF, Bihar, and
Uttarakhand.

Unlike PepsiCo, which relies
entirely on listed bottler Varun
Beverages, Coca-Cola works
with 15 independent bottlers in

tions under Chapter VI- A
(suchas 80C, 80D, and 80E), but
only under the old tax regime.

Malntalning records

Freelancers should maintain
records of receipts and pay-
ments, bank statements, asset
and liability details, capital
gains, and expenses. Form
26AS8, which captures TDS,
must be reconciled with actual
income. If receipts show 10
lakh but Form 26AS reflects ¥8

rimes. Once the new regime is
chosen, a switch back to the old
regime is allowed only once ina
lifetime. After reverting, opting
for new regime again is not per-
mitted. From FY24, new regime
has become defanlt, though tax-
payers can opt out of it

While tax slabs are same as
for salaried emplovees, free-
lancers can't claim standard
deduction of 50,000, They
may, however, claim dedunc-

lakh, discrepancy must be re-
solved to avoid rejection of re-
turns and loss of refunds.

Reporting other Incomes

Earnings from shares, securi-
ties, or virtual digital assets
must be disclosed. Non-disclo-
sure or under-reporting could
invite scrutiny and penalties.

Section 69 exposure
As per Gauray Makhijani, sen-

MONEY MATTERS.
WHY COMMON

HE goalpost for the
nse of COmmon sense

in investing shifts

with time. It has a di-

rect correlation with \
the prevailing knowl-

edge and financial in- .
novation. In the old times,

y

people saved on physical as-
sets like precious metals or FINANCIAL
jewellery. It was common _KND}’_‘-.EL.EIL‘.}E_

sense to hoard them.
With the evolution of mon-
ey, it became the way to save.

RAJAS KELKAR
{The author iz editor-in-chief at

People started hoarding cash il Lo ool il

and building savings in a

bank account. Investing was Even physical assets like gold
all about buying real estate.  and real estate can be held in

the form of a tradable secu-
rity or a mutual fund. If vou
are new to investing, you do

Yet again, hanging on to
something that you can touch
physically or that is tangible.

That continues to date. Al- not have the baggage of ahis-
though there is a visible in- tory of hoarding your wealth
crease in savings and invest-  in a physical form.

ments through financial
assets, the penetration of fi-
nancial products in India re-
mains low It is perhaps why
businesses selling financial
products, such as mutual
funds, insurance, and bank-
ing services, are booming in
India. The future of conunon
sense savings and investing is
driving the current market
value of financial services
companies.

As a percentage of gross
domestic product, the pene-
tration of most financial serv-
ices like loans, car loans, edu-
cation loans, home loans, life
and health insurance, mutual
funds and equity assets is
well below the global average.,
If India is to become a devel-
oped country, its financial
services sector must be
robust, with deposits,
investments, and a
vibrant trading ac-
tivity in the equity;
debt, and currency
markets.

There is a lot to ab-
sorb if you wish to
learn about invest-
ing. Financial as-
sets are now the as-
set class for vour
financial future.

Once you determine that
financial assets are the wav
forward for your investment
life, you fall into this vortex
of financial information.
There is so0 much of it that
can overwhelm vou, and that
would be a good enough rea-
son for not absorbing it.

John C Bogle, the founder
of Vanguard, a company that
probably manages more as-
sets than the wealth of
several nations,

HANDAR PARDIKAR

ior tax advisor at Roedl & Part-
ner, even under presumptive
scheme — where detailed books
of accounts are not mandato-
ry—freslancers remain exposed
to Section 69 (nunexplained in-
vestments). If investments or
expenditures appear dispropor-
tionate to declared income and
remain nnexplained, tax au-
thorities may treat them as un-
dizclosed income. Such income
is taxable at a penal rate of 60%
plus surcharge and cess under
Section 115BBE, with no deduc-
tions or set-offs allowed.

Makhijani said disclosures
in ITR4 including high-value
transactions reflected in
AIS/26A8 or assets reported in
Scheduls AL, where applicable
must align with presumptive
income declared. Any mis-
match between declared in-
come and reported financial
activity could invite additions
under Section 69.

SENSE

MATTERS IN INVESTING

———

wrote in “The Little Book of
Common Sense Investing’
that the winning strategy is
toown all of the nation’s pub-
licly held businesses at a very
low cost. You will find numer-
ous references to index in-
vesting and books written by
Mr Bogle throughout the in-
ternet. Financial writers
choose to gquote him to en-
courage you to start index
inyesting.

The easiest way to imple-
ment his winning strategy is
toown an index fund and cre-
ate wealth for your future
self. Benchmark indices like
the Nifty 50 and the S&F BSE
Sensex have done well for you
if vou remained invested in
index funds for 10 to 25 years.
Index funds are designed to
mirror the returns of those
indices So, the return gener-
ated by benchmark indices is
the return vou get. When vou
redesm your investment, vou
pay only long-term capital
gains. It is the most produc-
tive asset that vou can own
effortlessly, beat inflation
comfortably and create
wealth for vour family

In today's world, index in-
vesting can undoubtedly be
your first step and probably
your only investiment strat-
egy. American households
did that knowingly or un-
knowingly when they chan-
nelised their retirement

savings towards index
funds. The household
wealth in America today is
primarily due to that
strategy.
In India, it is just the be-
ginning. If vou donot wish
to dive deep and learn
about the right time to in-
vest, the correct type
of assets to invest in,
and tax management,
VOu must put vour
money behind com-
panies that use their
capital efficiently
and generate profits year
after vear: It is no rocket sci-
Ence—just COMMon sense.

increase in market
capitalisation of eight of
the top 10 most valued
companies in the past week
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PRASHANT PARAMESWARAN
President, Tata Soudfull

‘AIm 1S to mainstream

millets by making
them taste better’

OTTARAM Agro Foods, co-founded by Prashant Para-
meswaran, introduced millet-based food products under
the brand “Soulfull” in 2013. In 2021, the brand was ac-
quired by Tata Consumer Products. Since then, Soulfull
hag scaled up to the level it had aspired to before becoming

part of Tata group. Prashant Parameswaran, President,
Tata Sonlfull, speaks to Dipak Mondal of The New Indian
Express about the brand's journey under the Tatas. Excerpts:

It has been four-and-half vears since Tatas acquired
Soulful. How has been the journey so far?

The partnership was about scaling Soulfull, entering multiple
new categories, and building on the millet platform. Most impor-
tantly it was about mainstreaming millets and taking them across
the length and breadth of the country. Those were the clear objec-
tives we set for ourselves four-and-a-half years ago.

Whatever was purpose of this acquisition by Tata Consum-
er Products, have they been able to achieve those targets?
Yes, directionally we are moving in right direction. You may not
achieve every single metric, but in three-, five-, or 10-year plans,
what matters is whether yvou are on right path. I would say we are.

Why was a millet-hased product company so important for
Tata Consumer Products, which is itself such a big brand?
It's not just about millets. Soulfull was about health and wellness
— less sugar, “betterfor-yvou” products, and affordability We were
never going to be a niche brand for only top 1% in metros. The
idea was to create relevance for 200300 million households. That's
why the platform was valuable.

What strategies have vou adopted to = S—
reach those households?

We focus on three things: Product -
Food must combine taste and nutrition.
Taste is non-negotiable. Price points -
India needs affordable entry packs 5,
#10) that let consumers try the brand
without diluting quality Accessibility -
Ayailability across states, retail, and mul-
tiple touchpoints. We use a multi-pronged
category approach—breakfast cereals,
kids' snacking, wafers, choco sticks, rusk,
masala oats, and more. We're not a one-
product company but a portfolio serving
different consumer segments.

The partnership
was about scallng
Soulfull, entering
multiple new
categories, and
bullding on mlillet
platform. It

was about
mainstreaming
millets

What scale have you achieved since the acquisition? Can
you share revenue numbers?

We are about five times larger than at the time of acquisition. The
foundation we have built ensures we can keep doubling every two-
four vears. We don't disclose segmental revenues. Whatever is
available publicly is under “growth businesses™.

How do you see consumer acceptance of millet-based
products, especially with the government push?

Taste is paramount in India. Millets have distinctive flavors
(ragi, jowar, bajra), and our expertise lies in using food science
and technology to retain nutrition while making them palatable
without artificial ingredients. For example, our new Nomada
Rusk blends millets with flavors like cardamom and butter to
S1it consumer tastes.

S0, people are liking the products?

Yes. We are in the food business, not pharmaceuticals. Success
depends on repeat consumption and loval customers, which we
are seeing.

Are you focused only on the domestic market? What new
launches are you planning?

Predominantly ves, though we also have a significant presence in
the West Asia, mainly among the Indian diaspora. We have entered
many categories in the past two vears. Now, the focus is scaling
them. For example, the rusk market is about 6,000 crore. We've
just entered with Momada Rusk, launched in states like Odisha,
West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Gujarat, with
Maharashtra, Delhi, Punjab, and South India to follow.

LIC to be public
shareholder

India. None of them are listed.
Agked if SLMG would consider
going public, Ladhani said
it may explore a listing in
future, subject to Coca-Cola’s
approval.

Long runway for growth

SLMG caters to 400 million con-
sumers, about one-third of In-
dia’s population, but per capita
consumption in its markets re-
mains 25-30 bottles annually, as
against 400-500 in developed
economies. Even neighbouring
Pakistan and Bangladesh re-
port higher figures. “This gives
usamassive runway for growth.
Our target is to grow at 20% an-
nually, three times Indias GDP
growth. Even during COVID
and extreme rainfall seasons,
we have never reported single-
digit growih.” he said.

Sustainabllity atthecore
“Coca-Cola's vision is to re-

turn to nature everything we
draw from it. We are investing
heavily in rainwater harvest-
ing, pond revival, and recharge
shafts,” Ladhani said, adding
that water management will
remain at heart of capex
plans.

Competition In Colamarket

While PepsiCo has consolidat-

el its India operations under a
single listed bottler, Varun Bevy-
erages, Coca-Cola continues to
work with multiple regional
partners. At present, there are
around 15 bottlers for Coca-Co-
la in India, though the number
has been shrinking.

“Cwer time, only a few large
bottlers will remain,” =said
Vivek Ladhani, Director of
SLMG Beverages.

According to Ladhani, com-
petition in the beverage indus-
try is no longer limited to the
Coke-Pepsi rivalry.

ENS ECONONIC BUREAU @New Delri

BANEK of India has classified the
loan acconnts of Reliance Com-
munications (RCOM), its sub-
sidiary Reliance Telecom (RTL),
and several former directors as
“frand.” The move comes after a
forensic audit pointed to
fund diversion and other
compliance lapses,

In a filing dated Au-
gust 23, 2025, RCOM
said it received two let-
ters from BOI a day ear-
lier, conveying the deci-
sion. The bank’s action was
based on a forensic andit car-
ried out by BDO India LLE
which found #350 crore of loan
funds earmarked for operation-
al expenses had instead been
parked in a fixed deposit—an ac-
tion the report described as a
violation of sanction terms.

Along with RCOM and RTL,
fraud tag has been extended to
erstwhile directors including
promoter Anil Ambani, Man-
jari Ashok Kacker, and RTL's
former director Grace Thomas,
among others. As of August 7,
RCOM™s —outstanding dues to
BOI stood at 724.78 crore.
RCOM has challenged
the bank's move, calling

il it legally untenable in

light of ongoing Corpo-
rate Insolvency Resolu-
tion Process (CIRP). Its
resolution professional
cited Section 14(1)a) of IBC,
2016, which bars proceedings
against companies under CIRE
It stressed that a resolution
plan, already approved by the
committes of creditors—includ-
ing BOI —awaits final clearance
from the National Company
Law Tribunal {MCLT).

in IDBI Bank

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAV @ New Delhl

THE Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has cleared
reclassification of the Life In-
surance Corporation of India
(LIC) as public shareholder in
IDEI Bank, a move that paves
way for the lender’'s strategic
disinvestment. The approval,
which comes with a set of con-
ditions, will take effect once the
transaction is completed.

In a regulatory filing on Au-
pust 24, LIC said the Department
of Inyestment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) had in-
formed it of Sebi's approval, re-
ceived a day earlier. The deci-
gion is a crucial step in the
government’s plan to privatise
IDEI Bank, which was cleared
by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs in May 2021.
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With 7195 runs, 19 centurles and Innumerable Test victorles, 37-year-old Pujara announces his retirement from all forms of cricket

BORN TO BAT, CHETESHWARHANGS HISBOOTS

m No Indian has faced more
balls In Test cricket since
Pulara made his debut

GOMESH 5§ @Chennal

THERE it was, the official an-
nouncement at 11.11 on a mun-
dane Sunday morning.
Cheteshwar Pujara isno longer
an active cricketer. After 13
vears and 102 Tests, the last of
the batting stalwarts from the
generation of B Ashwin, Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma joined
them in the legion of retired
cricketers.

“Wearing the Indian jersey,
singing the anthem, and trving
my best each time I stepped on
the field - it's impossible to put
intowords what it truly meant.
But as they say, all good things
must come to an end,” the
37-year-old posted on social
media.

MNow, unlike the other afore-
mentioned three, Pujara’s re-
tirement does not come as a
surprise or a shock. In fact, his
last appearance for India came

Worlds battle

SPOR'T

monbay 25,08.2025

two years ago at the World Test
Championship final. And vet,
there is a sense of warmth in
the adulation and tributes that
have followed since his
announcement.

For the generation that grew
up watching the Indian team
through the 90s and 2000s, Pu-
jara was the continuation of
their childhood. The connect-
ing factor who took forward the
legacy of old school batting
into the modern era. For the
generation who was raised by
I[PL, Kohli and Rohit, Pujara
Fave them peace when he was
out there on the 22 vards doing
what he was born to do — bat.

Right from when he was
about three, that was all he did.
Arvind Pujara, the senior;, put

PV Sindhuis no

awaits Sindhu & Co s
INDIAN SHUTTLERS WILL BE HOPING this level but she has
FOR A TURN IN FORTUNES WHEN THEY BEGIN “;';ffﬁg;“;ﬁ:“‘
THEIR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS QUEST IN
PARIS ON MONDAY. A LOOK... recent months. Up

| World No 1vs Laksi
Despite an Improved show In his last
tournament, Lakshya Sen has largely

had a rough
seasonwith as
Many as seven
first-round exlts
50 far this
season. Lakshya
will have to play
outof his skin If
he's to avold that
unwelcome trend
as he'll be up

agalnst World No 1 5hi Yu QI of China
In the Round of 64 on the opening day.

Rd I: vs Shi Yu Qi | Monday

LIYE ON SPORTSIE NETWORK

Continental
delight for rifle

shooter Aishwary
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

PERFECT shots, technical
snags, disastrous shots...the
men'’s 50m rifle 3 positions final
had all the elements that makes
shooting an exciting watch.
Amidst that rollercoaster ride,
one man stood out. India’s Aish-
wary Pratap Singh Tomar: Aish-
wary, 24, was the favourite to
win the event with some rela-
tively inexperienced faces in
the eight-man final of the ongo-
ing Asian Championships in
Shymkent, Kazakhstan. And it
Was no surprise to witness him
get a handy lead with a series of
solid hits after the kneeling and
prone stages. Towards the end,
China’s Zhao Wenyu threatened
to steal the gold but Aishwary
held firm to come out on top
with a tally of 462.5. Japan's
Maoya Okada finished third.
Senior pro Chain Singh, who
suffered a technical snag at the
close of first stage (kneeling),
finished fourth. He returned
with a disastrous 8 after he was
forced to panse due to some 18-
sle involving his target. Akhil
Sheoran also had some disas-
trous rounds which cost him.

against young and
hungry rivals, the five-
time Worlds medallist

will be looking to
regain her magic. The

same goes for HS

hya |

Prannoy, who has
struggled mainky due
to injuries and health
issues in recent times.

Prannoy, a former
brorze medallist, will
be hoping to springa

surprise.
Sindhu: Rd I:
vs Kaloyana
Nalbantova | TBS

Prannoy: Rd I:
vs Joakim
Oldorff | TBS

| per dismissals for an

a bat in his hand, and made
sure Cheteshwar followed. A
former first-class cricketer,
Arvind hoped and dreamt of
making his son an India crick-
eter and did evervthing he
could to make sure Cheteshwar
was on theright path. Together,
they aimed for the stars, were
willing to put in the work,
blood, sweat and toil, and the
rewards came along in time.
Watching his son walk out for
the 100th time in Test cricket is
a memory Arvind holds verv
dear

In all 13 vears of internation-
al cricket and more than two
decades of professional sport,
if there ever was one thing that
defined Cheteswar, it was his
love for batting. From the time

1[:.
L."

Satwlksalrra! Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty have been the
only consistent force for Indla In
recent times. However, they
have had thelr share of doubtiul
maoments. The former World No 1
had briefly endured some tough
matches earller this season and
they'll be looking to get back to
winning ways at a venue where
they have thrived In the past

Rdi:Bye | Rd2: TBS
Vs on Dhruv|
ang Tanisha

The mixed doubles palr of Dhruy
Kaplla and Tanlsha Crasto have
been quletly making a steady
rise In the rankings (they are
World No 17 at the moment)
and they'll be looking forward
to getting much-needed
exposure at the ellte level. This
could be an event that propels
them to a higher level.

Rdi:Bye | Rd2: TBS
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Emma Raducnu plays a forehand return
against Ena Shibahara on Sunday | are

First victory since 2021

triumph for

AGENCIES @ New York

EMMA Raducanu bagged her
first 1S Open victory since her
fairvtale 2021 title trivmph on
Sunday with a straight sets
demaolition of Japanese quali-
fier Ena Shibahara.

The Briton was in complete
control throughout, breaking
Shibahara’s serve routinely on
her way to a 6-1, 6-2 drubbing
on the Louis Armstrong Stadi-
um showcourt.

The win was Raducanu's
first at the US Open since she
made history four vears ago,
winning the championshipasa

Raducanu

little-known unseeded qualifier
at the age of 18. “I'm very
pleased to have come through
that match.” Raducanu said af-
terwards. “First rounds are
very challenging always, the
nerves, and I wanted to win a
match here really bad.”

Results (Rd 1): Men: lakub Menslk (ZE
¥16) bt Miookas Jarry (CHI)7-6 (5], 6-3, 6-4;
Aleéandro Davidovich Fokina (ESP x18) b
Aleander Sheychenko (KAZ ) 6], B-1,6-2.
Women: Polina Kudermetova (RUS) bt Nuria
Parrizas Diaz (ESP) 2-2 retined; Terara
Valentova (CZE) bt Lucla Bronzert] {TTA) 6-3,
36, 5-4; Emma Raducanu (GBR) bt Ena
Shibaharz (JPM) 61, 6-2; McCartnay Kessiar
(LS4 %32} bt Magda Linetta (POL) 7-5,7-5.

Highest number of balls
" Indlan since his debut

Ganguly named head coach of
SA 20 team Pretoria Capitals

he hit a triple century at U-14
levyel to his last first-class match
(Saurashtra versus Gujarat) at
his home ground in Rajkot ear-
lier this vear, batting was one
constant. It did not matter if he
was an India No 3 or someone
on the fringes because of his
slow batting or someone Indian
cricket moved on from,
Cheteshwar never moved on
from batting, until Sunday
One example comes to mind.
It was Day 1 of the third Test
between India and England at
Rajkot in February 2024. By
then, the selectors had made it
clear that they had moved on
from Pujara, who was training
at the venue along with his
Saurashtra teammates for the
next Ranji Trophy match

Pujara’s average against spin since 20013 |s highest
| among Indlan batters with 1200 runs or more. Yashasvl
Jalswal averages 77.23with 1004 runs so far against spin

against Manipur. Some of the
scribes went to meet him dur-
ing Ilunch, and he indulged.
Cheteshwar checked in on the
seore, and responded saying it
Wwas not ideal to lose three wick-
ets on that pitch for that score.
He enguired about the pitch
and went on to say that runs
will come later. When the con-
versation veered towards his
past records and what he could
have done on the surface, Pu-
jara redirected towards his
next challenge — batting well
and taking Saurashtra into
knockouts,

That is just whohe was. A po-
lite team man who willed his
way through the ranks with his
batting. And his batting was as
much about time as it was

Former Indla captain Sourav Ganguly was on Sunday named head coach
of 5420 team Pretorla Capltals ahead of the 2026 season in what will
be his first stint at the helm of affalrs of a side. Ganguly, also an ex-BCC
chlef, will succeed former England batter Jonathan Trott, whose
stepping down from the top job was announced on Saturday.

about runs. Watch-
ing him go about
his routines at the
crease can be ther-
apentic; almost
like the comfort of
re-watching vour fa-
vourite sitcom again and
again. He defended, took
blows, maneuvered spinners
and piled on runs. And the
longer he batted, the safer the
team was. Ask the Australians
who lost all but one Test series
they went up against Pujara.
Indian cricket knew it all too
well The fact that he featured
in 11 SEMNA wins, more than
any other Indian, sums up the
kind of impact he had — which
goes far beyond the 7185 runs,
19 centuries next to his name.
For that, and everything
else he has done over the last
two decades, Indian cricket will
always be thankful to
Cheteshwar Pujara.

.

Step in right direction for Sreeshankar

CHANDRA PRABHU @Chennal

AS the evening settled down,
the temperature dipped a bit
but the humidity was pretty
high. Every now and then the
sea breeze would bring in com-
fort but for one man in the
stands, nothing could have
calmed him. He seemed more
tense than the athletes in the
middle.

& Murali is not just long jump
exponent M Sreeshankar’s
coach but also his father. He
knew what challenges his ward
had to endure in the last 650
days before starting to compete
again last month. Sreeshankar
seemed relaxed but after each
jump he seemed fidgety and at
times, not even looking at the
electronic board that displayed
his jumps. They both knew that
the eyent — National Inter-
state Senior Athletics Champi-
onships — Sreeshankar was
taking a shot at was his last
chance to seal a ticket at the
World Athletics Champion-
ships, which is slated to be held
next morth in Tokyo.

The two had endured some
challenging times not so long
ago with Sreeshankar taking
the longest break of his career
g0 far due to injury and rehab.
When the Kerala athlete re-
turned to competitive action in
Pune last month, hehad crossed
the 8-metre mark and on Sun-
day, he managed 8.06m.

The day’s effort earned him
a gold medal but the winning
jump was not enough to match
the Worlds qualification mark
of 8.27m. Going by his recovery
path, it was always going to be
a dannting task for him. Yet, he
never gave up. Competing in
five competitions in just over a
month was always goingtobea

M Sreeshankarin action during Inter-State Athletics meet on Sunday | PRsviKuNeR

RESULTS (WINNERS)

Men Javelln throw: Rohit Yadav (UP)
83.65m; Long jump: Seeshankar M
{KL): 8.06m; 3000m Steeplechasa:
Balakkhan (HR) B:511s; 4400m
rebay: Tamil Nadu: 207535

Woman: 10000m: Ravina
Gayakwad: 3500575 Hizh jump:
Goblka K (TM) 1.20m; Heptathiom:
Anamika KA (KL) 5466 polnts;
3000m 5C: Ankita Diwanl: 9:44.83s;
Sy 400m: Kamataka: 3.38.20s

mountain to climb. “We knew
the time was short but we had
to give it our best shot,” said
Murali.

Sreeshankar too echoed the
same sentiments but said this
would be the end of the season
since he will most likely miss
the Tokvo flight. Murali felt
maybe they should not have
gone abroad for competitions.
“There was not much competi-
tion either because others were

having their national champi-
onships,” he said.

After the aforementioned in-
jury issue, Sreeshankar began
proper training only in April.
“We had some eight months of
rehabilitation in the Inspire In-
stitute of Sport, Bellary last
vear and then shifted to MNation-
al Centre of Excellence, Trivan-
drum in January " he said.

Despite being in a position of
disadvantage, Sreeshankar
never lost hope, “At this time
last year, I did not know if 1
could be jumping and now I am
competing,” he said. With the
Asian and Commonwealth
Games next year and the LAZS
in less than vears” time, he will
now turn his foeus on these ma-
jor events.

Meanwhile, Rohit Yaday was
also on the winning side as he
pipped Sachin Yaday for gold in
the men's javelin throw final.
Rohit recorded a best throw of

SAFF UT7 Cships: India
women thrash Bhutan

THIMPHU: Anuskha Kumarl
scored a hat-trick as Indla
thrashed hosts Bhutan 8'0 for
thelr third consecutive win at
the SAFF UT? Women's
Champlonships here on Sunday.
Besides Kumarl's (53rd, B1st,
73rd) stellar performance,
Abhista Basnett (23rd, B9th)
scored a brace.

~ EXPRESS READ |

Ind A Women lose to
0z A inunofficial Test

BRISBANE: The Avstralla A top-
order fired In unison after off-
splnner Amy Edgar completed
her five-wicket haul as the hosts
defeated Indla A by slx wickets
In the unofficlal Wormen's Test.
India A folded for 286 In thelr
second Innings, setting the hosts
a 281-run target. They achleved
the target In 85.3 overs.

Golfer Aditiin top 30
with one round to play

MISSISSAUGA (ONTARIO):
Indlan golfer Aditl Ashok carded
an even par round of 71on the
third day of the CPKC Women's
Open to st tled 29th on the
leaderboard. The 27-year-old
golfer from the country (71-69-
71} now has a score of two
under par at the Mississaugua
Golf & Country Club.

Pacer Achyuth impresses ahead of Ranji Trophy

At Gojan “B": TNCA President's ¥I 384/0 & 4/2 In 5 ovs drew with Maharashira 228 In 741
s { Prithwl Shaw 66, Harshal Kate 62, OV Achyuth 3/50). At S5N: Hmachal Pradesh 144 &
742 In154 ovs drew with Chhattisgarh 22776 decl In 654 ovs (Rishl Sharma 51, Apooray
Walla 3/57). At TH-Murugappa: Baroda 176 & 182/9|n 45 ovs (Vanshal Sharma 4/74, Abid
Mushitan 4/78) lost to J&K 280 & B2/0 In 24.3 ovs (Yawar Hassan 48 nou. At SRMC (Turf):

ASHOK VENUGOPAL & Chennal

KEEEPING in mind their past
struggles, Tamil Nadu are look-
ing to put topether a strong pace
attack ahead of the upcoming
Ranji Trophy Thus all the Tamil
Madu selectors right from chair-
man K Shri Vasudeva Das
watched both the THNCA Presi-
dent's XI and TNCA XI fast
bowlers with rapt attention in
the Buchi Babu tournament at
Gojan grounds on Sunday. Both
the games ended in a draw.
Apart from captain and left-
arm spinner Sai Kishore, pac-
ers Sandeep Warrier, Gurjap-
neet Singh, Sonu Yaday will be
the key bowlers for the state.
The place for the fourth seamer
is up for grabs. CV Achyuth

(Odisha 222 & 184/8 in 45 ovs (Akash Pandey 4/64) lost to Indan
Falbwrays 210 in 605 ovs (Zubalr Al Khan 80, Surmit Sharma 4110,

Badal Emllfﬁ':l & 197/51n 38 oy { Dinesh Mar 67). At Gojan A% THCA X1 4148 drew
with Harvana 207 In 63.2 ovs (Lakshya Dakal 73, OT Chandrasekar 5/67 1. At IITM: Murmbal
266 drew with Bengal 325/5 In 90 ovs (Aditya Purchit 122). At MRF-Pachalyappa’s: MP
230/0 & 230¥8 In 45 ovs (Mangesh Yaday 75, Prerft Dutta 3/80) lost to Puntab 305/0 declIn
88 ovs (Uday Pratap Saharan 109, Anmol Mathotra &7, Aditya Mishra 5/93) & 684 In 62 ovs
(dlova Mishra 3731} At Guru Nanak: Ihankhand 283 8130 0253 ovs (Tanay Thvagaralan
474, Anlket Reddy 3/25) lost to Hyderabad 320 In 82.4 ovs (P Nitlsh Reddy 106, Rahul
Radesh 70, Manishl 3/84, Rishav Ral 2/67) & B9/B In 222 ovs (Rishav Ral 544, Manishl 2307

and D Deepesh are strong con-
tenders for the fourth bowler
slot. The duo playing for the
THWCA President’s XI and
THNCA XI respectively bowled
with a lot of fire and vigour at
the adjacent grounds. Former

first class cricketer and a key
member of the selection panel
& Srinivason who watched the
matches admired the way both
Achyvuth and Deepesh bowled.

“Both Achyuth and Deepesh
are very good prospects for the

state. Both bowled with good
rhythm and hit the deck. Very
pleaszed with our talent pool,”
said Srinivason.

Achyuth, who took three
wickets against Maharashira,
was happv with the way he
bowled. He also spoke to Prith-
vi Shaw and Mukesh Chond-
hary of Maharashtra after the
game to segk their inputs as to
how to bowl better. *'It was a
good feeling to pick thres wick-
ets against Maharashtra be-
cause there wasn't much from
the wicket. And I bowled the
correct lengths for this surface,
because it wasa litile slow com-

pared to the other wickets that
we have played,’' said
Achyuth.

Full story: newindlanexprass.com

Man Utd held by Fulham,
Everton win in new stadium

AGENCIES @ Lown

MANCHESTER United remain
without a Premier League win
this season after being held 1-1
at Fulham on Sunday, while a
Jack Grealish-inspired Ever-
ton opened their new stadinm
with a 240 victory over Bright-
on. Ruben Amorim’s United
were left to rue Bruno Fern-
andes’ wayward first-half pen-
alty as they were pegged back
at Craven Cottage.

Fodrige Muniz's own-goal
put United in front, but Emile
Smith Rowe came off the bench
to rescue a point for Fulham.
Results: Fulham F1 Man Ut Everton 2-0
Brightom, Palace1-1 Forest.

Everton's James Garner celebrates after
scoring the second goal on Sunday | ap

Barcaflght back towln

VALENCIA: Barcelona fought
back from two goals down at
Levante to win 3-2 on Saturday;,
while Atletico Madrid were
held 1-1 by Elche.

53,65 metres, which is his per-
sonal best, to claim the top
prize. After throwing from a
higher angle in his initial at-
tempts, Rohit tweaked to make
a flatter release of the javelin.
That change paid dividends.
“After the first two throws,
which were a little high, my
coaches ( Sergey Makarov and
Parveer Singh) told me to go
flat, and that has got me my per-
sonal best,” he told reporters.
But Rohit rued missing ont
on the Worlds gualification
mark of 85 metres, “I had the
capacity today (Sunday), but I
could not (pull it off),” he said.
The final turned out to be a
thrilling affair as the throwers
kept re-raising the bar until Ro-
hit sealed the deal with his im-
pressive effort. Sachin finished
with a best effort of 83.20m.
Sachin later revealed that he
was unwell. “I came in with a
little fever I can still feel it,” he
said. Ranked 22 in the world
rankings, Sachin has a good
chance of making Worlds cut.
A clearer picture of his qualifi-
cation will be known after Au-
pust 27, when the final list of
eligible athletes via world rank-
ings will be released. No one
managed to make the Tokyo
Worlds in this meet through
the direct qualification mark.
As the curtains for the meet
was drawn, hosts Tamil Nadu,
with a tally of 195 points, were
awarded the overall title. Tamil
Madu also won the team cham-
pionships in both the men’s
and women's categories.
Mational Record holder in
400m, Vishal TE, was declared
the best athlete in the men's in-
dividual section while steeple-
chaser Ankita Dhyani took
home the women's individual
award.
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Commonwealth
C’ships: Mirabai
returns to action

AGENCIES & Anmedabad

TOEYO Olympics silver medal-
list Mirabai Chanu will return
to competitive action on Mon-
day after a year-long hiatus,
leading the home challenge at
the Commonwealth Champion-
ships where Indian weightlift-
ers are expected to bag a rich
medal haul. Chanu, who has
battled injuries in recent years,
was last seen at the Paris
Games, where she missed the
podium by a kilogram.

With the new Olympic weight
categories in force for the 2028
LA Games, the 31-vear-old has
decided to move down from the
409kg division to 48kg, a weight
class in which she won her
world championship title and
two Commonwealth Games
medals, but hasn't competed in
it since 2018. Managing the
weight will be a challenge, and
Chanu herself has admitted it.
But the tenacious Manipuri,
who has collected almost every
accolade the sport has to offer,
has embraced it. Working close-
Iy with chief coach Vijay Shar-
ma, she has also been fine-tun-
ing her technigue in pursuit of
the elusive 90kg snatch.
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In the wake of a new US visa regime seen as aggressively
antl-International student, experts, In conversation with
Karthlkeya S, warn Indlan asplrants not to do anything that puts
them on the radar — and to conslder other optlons

SURVIVINGTRUMP 2.0

INTERNATIONAL== -

CHANGE INTIDE!

[ — -
How US policy on international students chan

HERE'S A LOOK
AT STUDENT
VISA RULES

IVEN how popular the USA is as a study-abroad destination,
international students often keep a close eye on the
American Presidential Elections, because their dreams of
studying there can rise or fall depending on who wins. Supe

enough, those dreams took a sharp turn after Republican DONALDTRUMP

STUDENT

e

== kg

= r candidate Donald Trump defeated Democratic

nomines and former Vice President Kamala Harris
in the 2024 race. Almost immediately, Trump
reversed several of the previous administration's
policies on international students.

FORMER
JOE BIDEN

Longer processing; no
wahvers. Visa Interviews s tieﬁ‘t:d Es
froze mid-2025; appolntmen ]
resumed with stricter process post-COVID,
soclal-media Increased Interview
» U checks. 5 == walvers.
ITH the fall ad- f
mission cyvele to - %f )
American uni- Wi I e
versities under- ::E% E ‘:g;gg?n;:lﬁ!ﬁﬁ : i‘# [ Malntained routine
way, uncertainty falling Al target P checks and regular
looms for internation- IRt 5o [Wvrind A0 vetting procedures
al students. Under this year Sl ciudents. Visas 3 - . without additional
President Donald Trump's tighter = 5 revoked for *politically b e monltoring
visa regime, many Indian students = 2 sensitive” ma";m mechanlsms.
fear their chances of approval are i g [] A
slimmer Let's look at the data: About | = {
8,000 international students in the = e -«
USA had visas revoked in the last 9 = 5 Proposal to restrict b Indefinite period while
months, while new visas issued to In- = 0/S perlod cleared T malntaining OPT status,
dian students declined by 30 per cent. | aw g order, not raclsm ﬁ;‘;&fﬁ@g E by the White House. e typlcal for F-1visas.
A report by the Institute of Interna- <
tional Education found 35 per cent of  While Trump’s detractors call these (June 2025)
US colleges declaring falling enrol- changes racist and xenophobic, sup-
ments this year. Data from June 2025 porters see this as “putting America § % No formal roltback S‘ﬁﬁ;ﬂgm
shows Indian arrivals down by 48per  first.” Experts suggest a middle % = z of OPT, wage- plrbed muftiple
cent. Concerns deepened when the ground: that the new rules aim to en- =85 based H-1B visas H-18 Spoisorshis
USA halted visa interviews in June sure international students comply § 8 Introduced. Sarapotant
and resumed them with enhanced so-  with US laws. “If I invite someone to ’
cial media scrutiny The mood, say  my place, I would like them to behave
EXDErts, is grim. “Students are recon-  themselves. The same is the case with E Students had visas revoked Mo s
sidering going to the USA for higher the USA's new rules,” says Saurabh = and faced deportationfor oA AR B
education,” says Anusha Bheri, Man-  Arora, Founder & CEO of University =] skipping class, traffic dabortaticrf
aging Partner at Bheri Overseas.Stu- Living. He adds that the regime -] violations, and even brief & Wit
dents already in the US are warning addresses issues such as improper E encounters with law o

their relatives against applying. “Due

documentation, overstaying, flouting

enforcement.

to the new salary criteria for H-1B vi-  traffic rules. and displaying “anti-  “Youknow that
sas and the lack of clarity on OPT, stu- American sentiments”. th‘::: ::m:ak y
dents are finding it difficult to sustain Manisha says, “The USA is expect- T
themselves,” she says. ing international students to be mare ’Lﬂ:‘::: k - rU| I Ip S War On Cal I Ip US es
accountable for their behaviour, and g cam 1fyour - Evarything you need to know about SAT in 2025
This begs the question: Is the adhere to US laws. They face the  jpentionsare | | i iti i i i
ittt kel issaidied i s oo O o UL st | Registration L,at: Emﬁagun, Why universities are being targeted, and their reactions
distant for Indian students? : grants.” Vibha adds that Indian no need to be Date Deadline
Fear & mlsinformation rife P-E‘-ﬁ.]_ltg,.’ students have little to fear, as afraid" i . Cancellation Deadline NE of the first steps taken under the  >Columbia University
Info check such “disruptive behaviour” Manisha Zaveri, Septl3  Aug29 Sept 2 Trump presidency was an alleged “crack-  ACTION: » 5400 million in federal
Several experts point to wide- has not been observed. “They Joint MD, Career Oct & Sept19 Sept 23 down” on elite universities, including funding frozen
spread misconceptions about often have a very hectic academ- ; g Harvard, Columbia, Brown and others. A ol by the Dal & th
! o A Mosaic MNov 8 Oct 24 Ocr 28 : - mvestigations by B
the new visa regime, fuelled by ic life,” she points out. She adds Department of Justice probe into report- Department of Education
panic and ipnorance. The most preva-  that visa rejections are now due to Decb Nov 21 Nov 25 ed campus antisemitism after pro-Pales- i
lent myth is that the Trump adminis- weak applications and interviews, not 3 tine protests soon expanded into funding cuts, REACTION: = Reathed a
tration has banned Indian students. discrimination. B.:Lt:;m Mode: Fully adaptive online n'l;l:tr:L a DEI clampdown, lawsuits, tighter monitor- setﬁam:ﬁ;fmfmmm
“Bad news travels faster. There is no orry . ing of international students and visa revoca- administration = om
ban on Indian students, just more More options for students For students Duration: 2 hours 14 minutes tions. While some institutions sued for injunc- | atprotests, hire 36 sequrity officers,
scrutiny — on all international stu-  While one might speculate endlessly sticking with Us Modules: Evidence-Based Reading & tions and issued defiant statements, others and uphold unversity neutrality
dents,” clarifies Anusha. Many ex- on the intent of these rules and their  plans. the advice Writing (EBRW) {54 questions, 800 marks) capitulated to DoJ pressure.
perts also point cut that the USA can-  fallout, students are already looking Is simple: nbey Mathematics (44 questions, BOO marks) > Harvard University
not afford to impose such a ban. bevond the USA. Experts cite the UK,  the law. Maintain
“US universities depend heavily on  Ireland, Australia, New Zealand and  afull course load, THE SAT UNLOCKS SEVERAL DOORS IN THE USA ACTION: » Over 52 billion In
international talent — not Germanyasreliablealternatives, and report address FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, SUCH AS: federal gramts frozen » Proclamation
only for tuition revenue but also for  theUAE, China, Singapore, Japan and thanges, avold ; banning international student
research and innovation. Nearly 54  South Korea as emerging contenders. unautharised » Admission to top US Universities: A SAT score above enralments
per cent of US STEM graduate “These countries offer diverse, more work, and be 1300 enhances a student’s admission application and SEAETIIE o St i
students are international,” Vibha affordable programmes, post-study  mindfulof social opens doors to more competitive universitles. administration against mmigmt
Ka_gm, Founder & C-_ED n_f _Reaclﬂvm wqu Dpportum_fles. and even citizen- media. Fows on » Merlt scholarships & financlal ald: Universitles are it an & ressarifind ciks win
points out. That universities are ac-  ship pathways,” Anusha says. Mani- strengthening Introducing transparent score-linked scholarship polices Udent
R : i . ' talks for a $500 million settiement,
cepting international students, while  sha says, “If they want academic rig-  your profile and giving high-achleving students a tangible advantage. g g bia
the administration isn't, is also our, they choose American  upskiling *(reate
false, says Manisha Zaveri, Joint  universities. If they want setilement value for your » Research programmes: A good SAT score shows a
MD, Career Mosaic. She pathways, they choose countries that university, student can handle the Intellectual demands of » Brown University
adds, “Seyeral students provide them.” Students mayv also ommunity, and unhversity-level research programmes. ACTION: & Feteral S grants
iv- tran i A ers. ffyou o
e s e ving gt U e s s ke i » Pre-college Internships: Several US pre-college worth over $310 million halted
T butarealready puses to reduce immigration risks  beyond education, programmes now use the SAT as an objective measure » Investigations launched Into
# /X inthe USA” whﬂe retaining academic quality. provide 2 of readiness for advanced work. ﬂEEEﬂme- “radial bias” In
' “They could split their education competiing » Leadership & experlentlal leaming MISSIONS Progess
/ between the US and other part— Teason,” says programmes: Several leadership programmes also REACTION: « Agreed tolmvest $50
: """:;:- ) ner countries,” Vib- Saurabh. see SAT scores as a benchmarked measure to gauge million over 10 years in Rhode lsland
- ha says. the potentlal of students and applicants. workforce programs » Removed race
based concessions, diversity quotas
. . u In admissions
Universities accepting SAT scores
» Unlversity of California
Harvard Massachusetts Columbia (Los Angeles)
L) dnstittide of Techisingy S B, ACTION: = $584million in
EBRW: 730790 EBRW: 720-T70 EBRW: 700-780 federal grants frozen = Trump
’ 2 i administration demanding
Math:730-800 Math: 770-800 Math: TI0-790 settiement of $) billion, as well as
Yale University of Cornell PO eSO
University California, Berkeley University REACTION: » Filed legal
EBRW: 730780 EBRW: 730-120 EBRW: 680-760 pushbad, secured restoration of 581
million In federal funds = 518 Trump
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LOOK EST L A T
Asian Alternatives to the American Dream s DR South
Englineering, Environmental
— HILE Sclence, Language & Popular
J* restric- Culture Studles courses:
tions on : Korean
_,/ thos G Cost: 2 3L to Rs 6L per year !&TE;}&EE
el Singapore| Top unkversitias: The |United Arab Emirates (UAE) [l
students are makingthe USAa [T G University of Tokyo, SUitSe Alak S nGRIgs LUAS Sclence,
- less viable option, several Popular courses: Englneering, Kyoto Unlversity, Popular courses: Business Engineering &
countries in Asiaareemerging ~ Popular streams: Computer Business, Data Sclence Osaka Administration, Engineering, Technology, Deslgn & Fashion
'le as strong alternatives. With Stlence, Engineering, Medicine Cost: 2 6L to 12L peryear University Hospltallty & Tourlsm Cost: ? 2.6L 1o Rs 4.25L peryear

fast-developing economies,

3 f top-ranked universities, and

Cost: 7 2.21 to 9L per year

Top universitles: Natlonal

Cost: 7 8L to Rs 15L per year

Topuniversities: Seoul

affordable tuition & living costs,  Top Universitles: Peking University of Singapore, Nanyang Top universities: United Arab National University, Korea
these countries offer Indian University, Tsinghua Technologlcal University, Singapore Emirates Unlversity, Khallifa University, Advanced Institute of Sclence &
students several benefits. University, Fudan University University of Technology and Deslgn University of Sharlah Technology, Yonse| University

Information compitted by Karthikeya s
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Interstellar record FRS e
Voyaper 1 bacame the humanity's In 1977 to take advantage ofa
first object to enter Interstellar space favourable allgnmeant of Jupitter,
on this day In 2012, The historic Satum, Uranus and Neptune, and
announcament came from NASA are now exploring Interstellar space

Founded on August

22,1639, the city of

Madras stands

RM PALANIAPPAN,

Artist

proudly on itsrich
history, nourished by
narratives, layered
by relentless human
activity, and looking
at a glorious future.
As the city
celebrates its

&8 sOmMe-
one who
nas lived  Dirthday, those who
and worked in
this city for have bEEf‘I a
decades, Thave significant part of
personally
witnessed the its cultural
evolution of
artistic practices in Chennai. [andscape share
In the earlier years, intimacy their thoughts with
bound the artists. Ideas and
philosophies were exchanged Jitha Karthikeyan

whenever artists met. Compo-
gition and concepts were dis-
cussed. The human touch was
paramount. Today, Ifind astark
transformation. Stvles are glo-
bal, technological aid and AI
have enhanced the artist's skill,
the connectivity provided by
the internet has resulted in in-
ternational collaborations, and
visibility is now paramount. 1
have been a part of this transi-
tion period, and although I do
look back with fondness at the
days when the system was not
g0 commercial, [ also feel happy
that Chennai now offers better
opportunities for young
artists.

PARVATHI NAYAR,

Artist, AUTthor

hennai, for me, is not just

where I live, but the city

that continually shapes
my art. I have had my studio
here for over sixteen years,
and the rhythms of the city
speak to my practice. Stories
of water, the environment,
and the people that
coexist in Chennai
flow into the way I
think and create my
art. As a Chennai-
based artist, it was a
privilege to present
my six-year project,
Limits of Change, to
the city earlier this
year The work explores war,
violence, identity, and recon-
ciliation, bridging personal
memory with geopolitical
history. Audiences were puid-

VENNAPUSALA RAMYA

ATIONAL crush —
that's what her fans lov-
ingly call her: Rashmika
Mandanna has become
one of the most adored
and bankable actresses
in the country, Whether light-
ing up the screen in a block-

buster or sharing candid mo- more personal,
ments online, she radiates unigue, and - ,
warmth and relatability. Re- swest. 1-
cently as she launched her per- 7 e
fume brand Dear Diary, CE AS you open :_,r‘ ‘

caught up with her for a candid
chat.

Excerpis:

Tell us about Dear Diary.
Dear Diary, for me, has been
more than just a brand, I truly
mean it. With Dear Diary, I feel
like I'm becoming a little more
intimate with my andience, my
people. So, it is super special to
me.

-|.—-l-_-.L

ed through nine rocmes
of the fictional Story
Museum created at
Lalit Kala Akademi,
each room filled with
art installations, vid-
eos, drawings, archi-
val texts, and objects.
At its heartlies a near-
Iy forgotten chapter of history:
the Custodian Force India
{CFI), which =sailed from Ma-
dras in 1953 to help bring peace
in Korea after the KEorean War:

C DOUGLAS,

Artist

¥ memories of the city
M took root at the Madras

College of Fine Arts.
Every day, Ifelt the red build-
ing, the library, the wooden
steps, and the teachers wait-
ing for me. Walking was an

integral part of my life then.

THE CULTURAL ECHOES OF
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They conducted their mission
in the dangerous Demilita-
rised Zone, then returned in
1954, The emotional core of the
work comes from my father
Gen TWR Nayar, who was part
of the CFL The work uses ar-
chival videos shot by my father
that include scenes of the Ma-
dras Port in 1954, with such lu-
minaries as C Rajagopalachari
welcoming the returning sol-
diers. Madras is, thus, a vital
cartographic marker

PERFUMED TALKS §i

Unﬁlterecf

Rashmika

up more to
the audience
with Dear Diary,
what's the most unfil-
tered version of yourself
that we haven't seen?

I think people have only
seen 30-40% of who I really
am. And that's intentional. I'm
not someone who likes to be
completely out there, But at the
gsame time, what you do see is
the real me. There's 70% of me

Why did vou name the brand that people haven't seen and
Dear Diary? I'm okay with that.
I named it Dear Diary because

it fielt like the story of my life. 1
wanted Dear Diary, the per-
fume, to become a part of other
people’s lives too; to be a part of
their story The name just sat
really well with me. Dear Diary
is something yvou address when
you're writing your most per-
sonal thoughts — your secrets,
goals, feelings. That makes it

What’'s vour favourite
perfume?

Right now, my favourite is ‘Ir-
replaceable’ by Dear Diary.

How do yvou unwind?

Well, when I'm working, there's
not much unwinding because
it becomes a routine. I wake up,
do the first workout session, go

to shoot, come back, do a sec-
ond workout, have dinner,
sleep, and repeat. But when 1
get a two to three day break
from shooting, that's when I ac-
tually unwind. I stay at home
and do absolutely nothing. I en-
Jjov not stepping outside at all,
I'm a total home bunny

If not an actress, what ca-
reer would yvou choose?

Honestly, I haven't thought
much about it. For the longest
time, I've said mavbe I'd be in
the field of psychology or jour-
nalism. But lately, I fieel like 1
could be a trainer... or maybe a

H MADHU, proprietor, Lakshana Art Gallery and Framers

ver since the inception of Lakshana in 1984, the space has been

a hub for art lovers in Chennai. My fondest memory is of the

inaugural show at my new gallery that opened in December
2004. MF Husain kindly consented to inaugurate the show with
his painting of the renowned Carnatic musician, MS Subbulak-
shimi, which was a turning point in my life. He remained a friend
and mentor sinece then, until his death. My bond with most of the
artists in the city has encouraged me to be a part of Chennai's
artscape.

writer? I don't know!

What has vour journey in the film in-
dustry tanght you?

I've learned that patience takes you to
great places. I think that applies to life in
general, if vou're patient, vou'll go far.
Also, kindness. It may not earn you more
money or more fame, but it makes a huge
difference. Being kind to your team — the
lightmen, the costume department, the di-
rection team — just makes the shooting
experience so much better. I've always be-
lieved in being kind, even before I became
an actor. That's one thing that hasn't
changed. And ['ve learned to trust my in-
stinects as an actor. You know yourself bet-
ter than anyone else. We're all tryving to
figure life out, none of us have it all to-
pether. Respect is important; respect for
everyone, When things get tough, just keep
reminding vourself that ‘this too shall
pass’. That quote has helped me through
some hard times. You have to be thick-
skinned. And if you're not, make sure you
have people around who genuinely sup-
port you. Once you've chosen this path,
there's no going back. And I hope that any-
one who needs to hear this, does and it

helps people.
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TRIVIA TRAILBLAZER Interview with
As of 2024, Voyager 11 According to NASA, the ot
24bilon kiomaters (15 bilan Vorgars s Hia ok fo s Vasa ﬂth Ravi
millas) from Earth. MASA through the hellosheath, which
enginears considerad 10,000 exlsts somewhere from elght
plus trajectories for the mission to 14 billlon miles from the Sun

Strolls to Moor Market coffees in steel tum-

in search of second-
hand books and to
8t Andrew’s Church
{The Kirk) next to the
college, where the trees

blers, the libraries,
the musical con-
carts at Music Acad-
emy will all remain
etched in my memo-

in the premises were a ry. It's hard to be-
subject for our land- lieye how time went
scape paintings in wa- by soquickly and si-

tercolours, are all un-
forgettable. The Udupil
restaurants with their strong

lently, and how
much the city has changed
since.

PRAVIN KANNANUR, artist, Theatre personatity

adras gave me the languages [ have since
thrived in — Tamil and French. Eventually;
I alsolearnt the languages of contemporary
art and theatre, abstraction, and the absurd. It
was a fabulous city to be in as a young person, if
you were scientifically or culturally oriented.
Culture was easy to access, although classical
arts had primacy. I was able to partake ina lot of
action. Rock groups were creat-
ing waves while folk forms were
also flourishing. Koothu-p-Pat-
tarai, operating out of the Alli-
ance Francaise of Madras, the
crucible for culture, had already
blazed a strong contemporary
idiom melding the traditional
and the modern, the classic and
the vernacular. I was Iucky
- ; enough to be able to walk into
— . these worlds and was amazed to
find myself in a non-hierarchi-
cal relationship with stalwarts in the art scene, The irrepressible
Na Muthuswami allowed me to direct my first professional play
with his group when I'was barely 22, Artist John Tun Sein painted
a 15-foot x 20-foot abstract canvas for this play There was a lot of
fluidity between the various fields, much lively debate, ferment,
and collaborations. Today, the Chennai Sangamam is a vearly win-
dow to engage with the finest of our folk artists in a truly conteny
porary setting. It gives us a taste of what has gone into shaping
our cultural landscape. Chennai still has so much to offer, al-
though one has to make space for oneself as a youngster.

GITA HUDSON, artist, Curator, Fllmmaker

rowing up in Chennai, my parents, who

had very liberal views, exposed me to

all faiths. The sculptures I discoverad
in the temples I visited, and the vibrant col-
ours of the city, found their way into my
canvases in abstract forms. These aesthet-
ics have alzo influenced my films. When the
hand-drawm hoardings on Mount Road gave
way to digital ones, I made a
film on banmer artists. My
higgest learning has been
from two sources. One was
my visits was to the studios
of artists like Achuthan Eu-
dallur, whose collection of
art books was a treasure
troyve. The other was my ex-
perience as a curator at DakshinaChitra. All the senior art-
ists I met then and whose practices Thave documented were
driven by passion, and shows were never a destination. To-
day; the vounger crowd needs gallery support to gain na-
tional recognition. In my view, what the city needs is a plat-
form that can serve to be a meeting point for all art forms
— dance, music, theatre, literature, and art.

GANESH
CHATHURTHI

Special Box

I'I.tysum__a. Mini Laddu, Athirasam,
Sweet Say, Aval Mixture,

Mitagu Thattai, Sweet Kozhukattal
& Karam Kozhukattal

o '1i."|EIITI & r'-aril'lr:
Ganapathy Prasadam

Future projects?

Upcoming releases include The Girlfriend
and Thama, which is a Hindi film. There
are more projects, but thev haven’t been
announced yvet. I've started shooting for
Mys=aa, a pan-Indian film where I play the
lead. The next vear looks very exciting.
Onece you see the lineup, vou'll Know what
I mean. I hope we have a blast shooting
and create more iconic films.

KOZHUKATTAI

For advance Booking order Contact:
9345928049, 9345928025, 9345028027, 9345928028, 0345928029

Fgishna
sﬁﬁH,namalhh Hbada'ﬂ-ﬂmr.{hgﬂnaf Customer Care : 044 - 42133513
“Tofl Free: 1800 1023343 & E-mail : customercare@srikrishnaswests.com m

Available at all our uut[ets on
27 August - 9amto 1 pm only
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Goa, 1961 |_ The Sunpshine Project T Comrades and
ByValmiki Faleiro . By Uma Krishnaswami Comebacks

The subject of the liberation of Goa in 196 and its | Anil loves karate, his friends and the solar By Saira Shah Halim
integgation into the Indian Unjon in 1962, What were i power project he has been championing in his This book tries to sketch a ich historical
theevents that led to the 36-hourmilitary operation, 5 eommunity, He doesn 't love having to spesk up narmative that foregrounds left politics
possiby the first since Independence that octurred i ) —ashiskarate sensel says, best figft, no fight, inworld history, ocates itsrelevan in
entirely at India’s initiative? What role did Goans play? One day, staying quiet isn'tan option anymore, India and charts a future of its revival,

The expert is a senior veterinayian
Crown Ver, Delhi

Is it true that
dogs should not
be fed chicken or
mutton bones?
The khichdi we
give her does
have few bones
but they are well
pressure cooked.

i = .- YWl E" A | “:‘,‘!_ :‘
ﬁl-l:;l;l’:ll _!IIJJJE__. enli .l

As a veterinarian, I advise
against feeding dogs chicken
or mutton bones. Cooked
bones tend to splinter; which
can lead to choking, internal
injuries, or digestive block-
ages. While bones that are
thoroughly pressure cooked,
like those in kKhichdi, may be
softer and less risky, it's still
gafer to avoid giving bones
altogether. Instead, provide

With infrastructure and connectivity, the city's rising skyline unfalds new stories of success, [P RAVIKEMAR

® RT

@U! 'E; E{FIX = boneless, wpll—cudui{ed meat
or appropriate dog treats.

CHEESE CORNBALLS Alweys obsevsyour dog
e thing with bones, and con-
INGREDIENTS sult your vet immediately if

= Boiled sweet com:| wp (crushed) e Grated cheese:1/2 wwp
= Cornflow, breadcrumbs: ] thsp each & Ol:2 cups
o Garammasala, chillipowder:] tspeach e Sali:to taste

vou notice any signs of dis-
tress or discomfort. Your
dog's safety is the priority

METHOD

# |na bow |, combine boiled com, grated cheese, comflour, breadcrumbs, salt, and
PERpEr,

& Make small, smooth balls from the mixture,

# Roll each ball in extra breadoumbs to coat evenly,

® Rest for 15-20 minutes to set the shape,

® [eep fry in hot oil on medium flame until golden and crispy, Serve hot with sauce,
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Tiger Slayer

By Ruby Lal

More than four centuries agoin India, a Muslimwoman
Tuleda magnificent empire: Nur Jahan, whose name
means ‘light of the world’, Nur led troops into battle atop
an elephant, hunted tigers, designed public buildings,
and ssued coinage and royal decrees in her own name,

FITBIT

THE CASE FOR WARMING UP:
WHY SKIPPING IT CAN COST YOU

We all know the rule of thumb for a healthy lifestyle — move at least 4-5 times a
week, whether that's a briskwalk, a run or a gym session. But there's one crucial
step that often pets ignored: the warm-up. Many either cut it short or skip it
altogether, not realising that those few minutes can make or break their workout.

WHATISAWARM-UP?
Awarm-up is a low-intensity routine
done before aercise to prepare the
body for physical activity, It increases
blood flow to the muscles, ralses com
temperature and reduces the risk of
injury. Warm-ups are of two types;

» Non-specific warm-ups:
Simple activities like jozging or
tycling that elevatethe heart fate,

» Specific wam-ups: Movements
tailored to the upcoming workout,
Forinstane, siower-paced walking
beforea brisk walk, o mobility
drills befime a strength sassion,

WHY ISIT IMPORTANT?

» Injury prevention: Wam
muscles are less prone to tears and
Sprains,

» Better flexibility and
stability: Improves range of
mation and joint support,

@ Increased blood flow: Delivers
ooyeen efficently towarking
muscles,

» Nervous system activation:
Helps recruit more muscle fibres
for better power and technique,

» Improved mind-muscle
coordination: Prepares the brain
1o sync with movement pattems,

FE:HE'FH NTS OF A GOOD

WARM-UP:

= Heart rate elevators: Gradually
raises heart rate without spiking it
(spot jogging, jumping jacks).

» Mobiliser drills: Improves joint
mobility and elasticity (cat-tamel
stretch, world's greatest stretch),

» Dynamicstretching: Prepares
muscles for explosive movements
(lunge twists, jump squats),

= Multi-planarmovements: Mimics
real workout movements acoss
directions and ranges,

o Muscle activation: Primes specific
muscle groups you'll @anget in your
workout (glute bridges before squats,
good momings before deadlifts),

HOW LONG SHOULD IT LAST?

While the duration depends on the

workout and fitness level, most

warm-ups fall between 3-10 minutes,

The intensity should feel moderate

— enough to cause light sweating

but pot exhaustion, Bezinners and

adummﬂaxtﬂapsmamtm same

maﬁhﬂmﬁemwaﬂﬁ

mmm‘k)’

DO'S AND um«! TS:

Do's

 Foous on muscles you're about to
train,

@ Incorporate core activation and
bialance drills,

o Progress intensity gradualy.

Don'ts

o Neverskip thewamm-up,

« Don't exhaustyourself before the
workout,

« Mvoid irrelevant or non-specifi
MOVEments,

THE BOTTOM LINE

Next time you're tempted toskipit,

remember; warm-up isn't wasted time,

i!c;iswhat makes ayerythingelse flow
tar,

Therary furnitureto Sheesham wood piees,
|esither sofas, recliners, arpets, and mare,

= WHEN: Till August 24, 10am-8: 30 pm

¥ WHERE: Chemnai Trade Centre,
Nandambakkam
New menu . —

\ : . — [ I n'i? A ‘I
TisHadsmont Nk w— Varuval meets wines
heswhisked thet stiment ko nalldl a0taip Sangamithiraiat Feathers Hotel, presents
bbb hailand on a plate gttt e
Isceletratory, The spedal spread Asia Kitchen by Mainiand China brings the authentic taste of Thalland to Chennal with dinnerwhereandent Tamilrecipes find their
— hosorted Madras Tea Cake Ba, its vibeant Thai Food Festival at Somerset Greemways, It s a celebration of Thatland'srich pesfect partner inworld-dass wines, This one-
Assorted Madras Tres Leches Bo, culinary hesitage, bold flavours, fresh ingredients,and colourful dishes that namate stories of night-onty dining experience brings alive the
and Amorted Madras Puffs Box— culture and tradition, legendary KarikalanVirundhu,
takesyou ona joumey of taste 2 WHEN: .30 am - 330 pmand 0630 pm- 11,00 pm | WHEN: August 29,7 pm-1030 pm
and memary

Tuneinto Tamilakam’s
traditions
Feathers Hotel celebvates thetimeless
charm of the dty of Chernaiwith Madrs
Magizhdhi, a food festival that brings
alive the grandeur of Tamilzkam's dining
traditions,

 WHEN: Till fugust 31

J CALL: 7358018012, Ta2307TA25

[alk on temple inscriptions

Duringthe Mackas Week, Chithra Madhavan will give a talk, Wadhuradhwani, on the
interesting templeinsaiptions of Chennal,

' WHEN: Today, 6:45pm

% WHERE: Arkay Converttion Center, Mylapare

Tiffin fales
Embirk ona flavourful
journey amoss india as
Hyatt Regency Chennai
urweds “Tiffin's of Inda-
Smll Bites, Big Ravors”,
a igh-tea experience
that reimagines the
beloved fradition of
Indian tiffirs,

= WHEN: Till August
3, 3pmtoT pm

E

e Bk Foilini ol
Madras Week (ulinary Trail
A the ity prepares to celebrate Madras Day, Taj Coromandel
imvites guests on deliciously nostalgic colinary joumey

through Chennai’s rich heritage and the timefess favours of
the Coromandel (oast witha spedal ala carte menu,

Madras ina glass

Experience the Madms revival at The Leather Bar & Pasha, THE Park Chennai,
The chefs and bartenders hawe come together to oraft a menuwhere dasic
Madras spadks with a contemporary twist, while codtails areinspired by its
|ependary landmarks— each gas brimming with the dty's character, charm,

EXP
CONNECT
HAVE A RECIPE OR ART

WORK TO SHARE, OR
A QUESTION TOASK?

By Abhishek K, fitness expert, cult— a fitness andwellness platform

ARTCORNER

AT DAYBREAK

1 WHEN: Till August 31 and irit,
* WHERE: Southemn Spice, Taj (oromandel - WHEN: Tl August 30 Artist Ramdas Lobhi paintsa woman in her sunlit courtyard, busy in the daily rhwthms of life
i 0 & & L ] 5 e L
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M a silent street of Nun-
gambakkam, surround-
ed by high-rise buildings
and even taller wide-
spread branches carry-
ing heavy winds, a man
was laying aramp at the
entrance of a newly construct-
ed building. His hands moved
to the rhythms of the leaves,
finishing the still-wet cement
structure, The man, along with
many others, was working to-
wards a goal that launched on
Sunday — the Acharyva Foun-
dation (Advanced Education.
Simplified).

On the establishment of this
foundation, Dr Varun Acharya,
maxillofacial prosthodontist
and implantologist, sayvs, “In
healthcare, and dentistry espe-
cially, we saw that while there
are many avenues for formal
education, there are fewer
spaces for practical, ongoing,
skill-bagsed learning.” He adds
that professionals often have to
choose between highly academ-
ic conferences that feel too ab-
stract or commercial work-
shops that lack depth. “Acharva
Foundation was born to bridge
this gap — to provide a serious,
structured, vet approachable
platform for advanced learn-
ing,” he notes. This idea also
stemmed from implantologist,
cosmetologist, and endodontist
Dr Vijailakshmi Acharya’s be-
lief that “our endpoint should
be the next generation’s start-
ing point. We need to impart
whatever we know." Hence, the
learnings from the combined
gxposure and experience —
more than 50 years by Dr Vi-
jailakshmi and over 10 years by
Dr Varun — of the mother-son
duo will be shared in addition
to providing a platform where
educational interactions and
knowledge-sharing sessions
are conducted. Dr Varun sum-
marises, “The Foundation is a
reflection. It embodies our be-
lief that if we can keep learn-
ing, then we must also create
spaces for others to do the
same.”

Advanced Learning. Simpli-
fied." This Acharya Dental ta-
gline extends to the institution.
Here, ‘Advanced’ reflects the
lewe]l of expertise and rigour in
the courses offered. And *Sim-
plified’ reflects the way they
are delivered. “In practice, this
means that eyven complex top-
ics are broken down into for-
mats that learners can engage
with easily, without any com-
promises because we believe
that education should not be
intimidating or inaccessible,”
shares Dr Varun. From entry-
ways decorated with planters,
mirrors, and unique, thought-
ful artworks to colourful dental
chairs, a simulation lab for
hands-on experience, and a lec-

Xplora:

To provide a structured and approcahable
platform for advanced learning In dentistry,
Acharya Dental comes up with a plan

ture room named ‘“Think Tank’
— the newly opened five-storey
space is touted to be a “one-stop
destination for everything den-
tistry"” Dr Varun explains, “We
recognise that today's learners
need flexibility, interactivity,
and technology-driven support.
Our approach blends both: live
teaching, mentorship, and com-
munity on one hand; and dig-
ital platforms, simulations, and
self-paced modules on the
other.”

It's a single ecosystem where
professionals can upgrade
without leaving their profes-
sional identity behind. “Every
dentist has to be a general den-
tist and have a speciality with-

."'

EIGHT kittens are up for
adoption. They are two
months old and are looking
for loving homes. Healthy
and playful, they are de-
wormed, vaccinated and lit-
ter trained.

Location: Manapakkam
Contact: 9600227508

MULLAT {(expanded to M for
magical, U for unigue, L for
loving, L for lively, A for
adorable, and I for Indian), a

"E»
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in their practice. We want to go
deeply into the depths of every
subject and share what we
know and learn what we don't
know. In that process, every-
body will be engaged,” shares
Dr Vijailakshmi.
Professionals, who can learn
at their own pace, can expect a
spectrum from advanced den-
tal and medical courses tolead-
ership and communication
workshops to interdisciplinary
events that bring different
worlds together The team also
plans to host global faculty, re-
search exchanges, and hands-
on simulations, so there's some-
thing for every stage of a
professional journey, “Dentist-
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ry is a little scary subject. But
we can make it as pleasant as
possible. Learn the technigues
to make it as painless as possi-
ble, then embrace all the new
technology to simplify it adds
Dr Vijailakshmi.

Dr Varun believes, “Technol-
0gv is not just an add-on; it's
part of the fabric of learning
today” He also notes that the
industry today needs collabora-
tion and curation. “Collabora-
tion, because knowledge is still
too compartmentalised — den-
tistry, medicine, and technolo-
gv need to talk to each other
more. Curation, because pro-
fessionals are drowning in
information.”

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

AMNARASI saris in
crimson, Kanjeevar-
ams in jewel blue, a
gold-bordered green
silk =sari, and pink
weaves worked in subtle
monotone — the opening
runway act at Hotel Savera
on August 20 was a statement
in heritage and craftsman-
ship. Draped in timeless silks
and paired with ornate jew-
ellery, the models set the
evening in motion with a re-
minder of the city's textile
legacy, one that continues to
find relevance on conteimpo-
rary ramps. The Duchess Ut-
sav press meet fashion show,
organised by the Duchess
Clubas a curtain raiser to its
annual exhibition, blended
colour with culture, present-
ing Chennai a vibrant
glimpse of what awaits at the
24th edition of the Utsaw

Now in its 24th vear, the
Duchess Utsav not only cele-
brates fashion and design
bt also champions entrepre-
neurship, particularly for
women. For the first time in
its history, the organisers
chose a pre-event fashion
showcase, offering media,
sponsors and partners a pre-
view of the energy and vi-
sion that haye sustained the
Utsay for nearly a quarter-
CENtury

The evening unfolded in
themed rounds, each reveal-
ing a different tone of design.
The traditional silks gave
way to a sharp monochrome
statement — the black-and-
white collection, modelled by
Duchess Club members
themselyes, pieces that will
alzo be available for sale at
the Utsay.

The glamour heightened
with the arrival of the Mizs
02 Man 2025 winners, who
walked in ountfits by Palam
5ilks, matched with Thanga-
mayil Jewellery's collection.
Between ramp walks, one of
the participants, Sumedha,
offered a refreshing inter-
Iude with a few songs, draw-
ing applause for her voice
and offering the audience a
melodic pause between
seqUernces.

MNext came a floral-themed
line from the brand Dhamay-
anthi, paired with Shaan
Jewellery, modelled once
again by Duchess members.
The rounds that followed
carried a lighter, experimen-
tal touch: denim sets, zebra-
stripe collections, and quirky
shirts, before giving way to
the Savera Hotels segment,
maodelled by Savera's crew,
donning outfits from the
brand High on Drama.

The finale brought the or-

FUREVER FRIENDS

Stray dogs and cats dom't
need anything more than love.
That's all they crave forwhen

they follow you or try to grab

your attention. Here are some

puppies and kittens who can
benefit from your love.

UNO is a
tiny kitten
who lost an
gye in a cruel
injury Some
peoplefound
her playing
near adump-
ster, rescued,
and took care
of her till she
was healed i
completely Uno is !
very curious,

friendly, and play-

ful. She has been vaccinated,
dewormed, and litter trained.
Contact: 9940681783

THESE pups, who lost their
mother, are looking for a
furever home.

Location: West Tambaram
Contact: 8667808037

MITTAI is a rare female or-
ange tabby She is two
months old who is vaccinat-
ed and dewormed. She is
very naughty and a foodie,
and a professional toy de-
strover! She has had enough
of the streets and tough lifie
She now demands cuddles,
shacks, and love.

Location: Pallikaranai
Contact: 9840636776

M the mid-6th century, a re-

markahle diplomatic encoun-

ter is belieyed to have hap-
pened between Shah Ehosrow

I Anushirvan (ruler of the
Sassanid Persian Empire) and
an Indian envoy who was a
visitor at the court bearing a
new board game — chess —as
a gift and a challenge.

The Sassanid Persian Em-
pire under Shah Khosrow I
Anushirvan was rencwned for
its cultural and intellectual
achievements, including the
translation of the Panchatan-
tri fables into Persian. By the
mid-&6th century, contacts be-
tween India and Persia were
well-established through trade
and diplomacy, paving the way
for cultural exchanges.

This is where the story gets
interesting! The Shahnameh,
the Persian “Book of Kings",
an epic poem completed by
Ferdowsi around 1010 CE, re-
counts how a king of Hind (In-
dia) dispatched an envoy to the
court of Shah Khosrow I Anu-
shirvan with tributes and a gift
of an elaborate ebony and ivo-

JUST PLAY

DUCHESS UTSAV
GETS ASTYLISH

CURTAI

ganisers themselves to the
gtage. All five founders
walked together, draped in
sarees but paired unexpect-
edly with vest coats —a sym-
bolic gesture of the club’s
ethos, blending tradition
with reinvention.

The show was choreo-
graphed by Jeffrev Vardon,
who had just one day to
transform members, hospi-
tality staff and students into
confident models. “Jeff is a
perfectionist,” Nina Reddy,
one of the founders of the
club, said. “But it’s becanse
of that discipline that such
seamless results are possi-
ble. In less than 24 hours, you
could see the confidence on
their faces.”

For many participants,
walking the ramp was not
about professional modelling
but about personal
growth. Nina noted
that women often
join the Duchess
Club hesitant or
soft-spoken, but
through the ex-
posure and ca-
maraderie
within the
group, they
“bloom into
self-reliant,
confident
individu-
als.” The
fashion (
show, she |
said, was 4
one reflec-
tion of that
transforma-
tion.

Since its in-
ception, Duch-
ess [tsay has
been posi-
tioned not

-RAISER

preneurs, particularly wom-
en starting out in business.
“This vear, we are giving free
&tall space to seven homepre-
neurs,” said Sujata Mund-
hra, another founding mem-
ber. “*They've already been
recognised for their ventures
and are strong on social me-
dia. Now, they'll have the
chance to launch into a wid-
er market through the
Utsay™

The Utsav will feature 80 to
85 stalls, drawing partici-
pants from across the coun-
tryv. Ranging from small-scale
sellers to established names,
the organisers emphasise
their accessibility, “It's af-
fordable shopping. Every-
body who comes will find
something to take home,” Su-
jata added.

The Duchess Club has
grown into a 3M0-member or-
ganisation, with honorary
members including au-

thor Sivasankari, Prithi-
ka Chary and actor Su-
hasini Mani Ratnam.

Over the years, its

activities have ex-

tended bevond the

Utsay to include in-

itiatives such as the

Duchess Women's

Car Rallyw. The
evening wasmarked
by warm introduc-
tions, including the
induction of makeup
artist Mumtaz into
the Duchess “tribe"
and applause for new
members who had
contributed to the
event.

Duchess Disau
will be held on
September 1
and 2 at

just as a Hoiel
market- Sa-
place era
bt as a from
platform 10am
for entre- to & pr.
obliged to pay tribute to Ehos-

When games travelled
across the world

VINITA SIDHARTHA
sinita@lreedagnes com

The veriber & am author
el v fommader of Kreada,

o ongamis ation reviving
raditionsl ganves

court. The Indian ruler wa-
gered that Persians could not
decipher the rules of thisunfa-
miliar game without instruc-
tion. If they failed, Persia must
pay a heavy tribute; but if they
sncceeded, the Indians would
acknowledge Persian superior-
ity and pay tribute instead. The
stakes for this battle of wits
were immense — prestige and
wealth hung in the balance.
Bozorgmehr, the voungest
and wisest of Khosrow's min-
isters, approached the chess-
board and, after some delibera-
tion, declared he understood

ry board with carved pieces —  the game. In essence, Bozorg-

an Indian chess set. The envoy  mehr reconstructed the rales

is belieyed to haye presented a  of Chaturanga without ever

letter on silk, which issued a having seen it played.

bold challenge to the Persian Having deciphered the
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game’s mechanics, Bozorgme-
hr then demonstrated his un-
derstanding in practice. He sat
down to play chess against the
Indian enyoy and proceeded to
defeat the envoy, proving that
not only had he grasped the
game, but he had mastered its
strategy as well. This dramatic
victory confirmed the success
of the Persians in meeting the
challenge. True to the agree-
ment, the Indian king was

row 1. Shah Khosrow and Bo-
zorgmehr decided to return
the courtesy with an intellec-
tual challenge of equal stature,
Bozorgmehr is believed to
have devised a brand-new
board game to test the Indian
court in retaliation; this game
was better known as nard or
backgammon. By the end of
the first millennium, chess
was a global game, and the leg-
end of its introduction via a
royal challenge encapsulates
the moment when Indian inno-
vation met Persian ingenuity,
resulting in the dissemination
of one of the world's most en-
during games.

While the details of the sto-
ry may be embellished, it re-
flects real historical interac-
tions between Indiaand Persia,
and more importantly, the
overwhelming role games
played in the lives of people.

The story of an Indian en-
voy presenting the game of
chess to a Persian shah has en-
dured as a powerful tale of
cross-cultural exchange, intel-
lectual rivalry, and the birth of
a global game. But bevond all
else, it tells us how a simple
game can bridge cultures and
bring people together:

Madras Day at SBI

State Bank of India (SBI), Chennal Circle, marked
Madras Day with a speclal programme at Its
Local Head Office. The event was Inaugurated
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with a ribbon-cutting ceremony by customers, In
the presence of Vivekanand Choubey, chief
general manager, and Murall Krishna, general
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PRASHANTH VALLAVAN

ESPITE almost a dec-
ade in the industry,
actor Vasanth Ravi
has only seven films
to his credit, and
clearly, there is a lot
of care in picking the
right scripts. But what drives
this focus? “I want to surprise
the audience,” the actor re-
plies. If vou take a closer look
at his filmography, vou'd see a
critically acclaimed relation-
shipdrama ( Taramani), a grip-
ping actioner with a cult fan-
base ( Rocky), an experimental
horror film (Asvins), and a
blockbuster commercial enter-
tainer (Jailer). “Yes, I love
switching genres,” explains
Vasanth. “People thought I
could only do intense roles,
and that's when I chose todoa
romantic comedy like Pon On-
dru Kanden. T want to surprise
the audience with every film I
make.” It is this quest for deliv-
ering surprises that propelled
him to take up Indra, his re-
cent release.

“Indra is based on a real-life
incident that happened in Ker-
ala. When I first heard the sto-
ry, it fielt like a gripping Korean
thriller. You know, the ones
that surprise vou in every
scene. That's why [ choseto do
the film,” sayvs Vasanth, who
reveals that he wasn't the first
choice to play the titular role
in Indra. “A number of actors
rejected Indra because the pro-
tagonist goes from being a
morally grey character to one
with darker shades. Actors
who were conscious of their
image refused to do the film. I
didn't have such issues. As
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long as there 15 a convincing
reason behind the machina-
tions of the character, I don't
care If it is dark, bright, or an-
ything in between,” says Vas-
anth, adding, “Also, people love
it when stars do grey-shaded
roles, but aren't as accepting
when up-and-coming actors
like myself do it." While Vas-
anth is particular about set-
ting himself apart from image-
conscious stars, he is also
inspired by the vibrant choic-
es of a star who has clearly re-
fused to take up that mantle. “I
love what Fahadh Faasil sir is
doing in Malayalam cinema.
He iz doing interesting roles,
and I will trv¥ my best to do
something similar,” says ares-
olute Vasanth.

Bevond the conscientions ef-
fort to build a colourful filmog-
raphy with different genres, it
is undeniable that Vasanth

“
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‘PLLTRYMYBESTTO
BE TAMIL CINEMA’S

FAHADH
AASIL

Actor Vasanth Ravl speaks

about his recent release,
Indra, belng typecast In gritty
roles, deslire to do commercial
entertalners, and discussing

» »"
Py

Iwant to do
unique films, but
the producers and
distributors don't
feel the same way.
They hesitate to
experiment becavse
they have to consider
the market forces. |
started facing this
issue after Rody

VasanthRavi

Ravi is primarily known for
his intense performances. “I
do get typecast in gritty roles,
bt I think I can change that,”
he savs, while also admitting
that he does get lichthearted
romantic roles, but none of
them have excited him so far.
“I think I'm at a point in my
career where [ need to do a
film with a big director or a
big-scale film to take me to the
next level. But, I have to admit,
I love working with debut di-
rectors. They come up with
kickass ideas that they have
worked on diligently for two
years,” says Vasanth, who has
worked with first-time film-
makers like Arun Math-
eswaran (Rocky), Tarun Teja
(Asvins), and Sabarish MNanda
(Indra). Circling back to his
desire to work with marquee
directors, Vasanth comments
on the state of commercial

Jaller 2 with Nelson

films in re-
cent times.
“Commercial en-
tertainers used to
have a set formula.
MNow, people are excit-
ed with just the director-
actor combination and the
star cast invelved. If you put
the right team together, you
can do vour business even be-
fore the film releases. But then
there are commercial films
like Kantara, which defy any
definition of a mass entertain-
er and still pulled in huge
crowds from all over India.”

A commercial entertainer
might be Vasanth Ravi's next
big destination, but his eves
are ever trained on the ulti-
mate goal of gaining the andi-
ence’s trust. “They currently
trust me becanse I'm an up-
and-coming actor who does
content-driven films, and I
want to build on that. That is
why I am careful with my
choices,” says Vasanth, who
has no qualms admitting that
this isn't as straightforward as
it seems. “T want to do unigue
films, but the producers and
distributors don't fieel the same
way They hesitate to experi-
ment becanse they have to con-
sider the market forces, I start-
ed facing this issue after
Rocky.”

This is part of the reason
why Jailer ended up becoming
amassive step-up for the actor
“After Jailer, my name reached
a lot more places, like Kerala
and Andhra Pradesh, and my
market expanded. [ became a
saleable actor. However, that's
not why I chose Jailer in the
first place. I had longed to
share screen space with Rajini
sir, and honestly, I didn't know
how many films it would take
for me to reach there. I also
wanted to work with a bril-
liant filmmaker like MNelson.
50, signing Jailer was a no-
brainer for me,” says Vasanth.
While his character met a vio-
lent end in Jailer, Vasanth,
and especially the audience,
are extremely aware of one of
the biggest unofficial rules in
commercial cinema: Unless
vou see a character dving on-
screen, don't rule out their
comeback. This is perhaps
why the actor has been facing
seyeral iterations of the “Are
you in it*" guestion ever since
Jailer 2 was announced. “1 still
don't know if I'm in Jailer 2.
Just last week, I asked MNelson
if my character is coming
back, and he gave me a cryptic
answer: ‘It's a surprise for the
audience and to you as well."™
And for someone who loves
surprising others, being sur-
prised might be a fascinating
experience; Vasanth Ravi
agrees with a laugh.

Selvaraghavan-Dennis Manjunath
film wraps shoot

IRECTOR-turned-actor

Selvaraghayan has com-

pleted shooting for his

next acting venture,

helmed by filmmaker

Dennis Manjunath. The
untitled film, which went on
floors in Salem earlier this
vear after a formal pooja cere-
mony, has officially wrapped
production, the makers
confirmed.

The film features Kushee
Ravi, best known for her role
in the Kannada romantic dra-
ma Mg, in a key role. The sup-
porting cast includes YG Ma-
hendran, Mime Gopi,
Kousalva, Sathish, Deepak,
Hema, Lirthika, and N Jothi
Kannan.

Backed by Vijaya Sathish
under the Vvom Entertain-

ments banner, the project
marks Dennis Manjunath's
third directorial after Trip
and Thookudurai. The techni-
cal tearn comprises cinematog-
rapher Ravi Varma K, editor
Deepak 5, and music composer
AK Prriyan.

While details regarding the
plot, title, and release date are
vet to be revealed, the team is
expected to make official an-
NOUNCEMEents 00T

Meanwhile, on the directo-
rial front, Selvaraghavan is
currently working on 7G Rain-
bow Colony 2. Ravikrishna,
who led the original alongside
Sonia Aggarwal, will reprise
his role and will be joined by
Anaswara Rajan in the sequel.
The film is yet to get a release
date.

AKSHAY KUMAR

FTEER a hiatus of 42

years, actor Sunil Kir-

palani, popularky Known

as Kodhal Oviyam Ean-

namn, is returning to the

silver screen with Arun
Prabu's Shakihi Thirumagarn,
starring Vijay Antony in the
lead. A sincere believer in des-
tiny, he says that both his debut
and his return to films were a
quirk of fate. Playing the lead
in legendary director Bhar-
athiraja’s romantic tragedy
Kadhal Ovivam, opposite an
established Radha, the film
was not a dream debut as he
would have wanted it to be.
MNevertheless, 42 years since
then and shifting bases and
profession, Sunil’s love for
films has brought him back to
the Tamil industry. Sunil is
game to start afresh and is
hopeful of asalubrious second
innings.

How did vou cross paths
with Bharathiraja sir? And
how did Sunil become
Kannan?

I used to perform in theruk-
oothu as a voungster Once, the
director of the troupe wanted
me to act in films. Through
some networking, I got con-
nected to Sathyvajit Ray's cam-
eraman, who was supposed to
direct a film. I was rejected in
the screen test though. Once
back in Chennai, I was asked
by a random stranger if I knew
Tamil. I thought it was for a
fight (laughs). I was in sheer
disbelief when I came to know
that he was the assistant of
Bharathiraja sir. The grown
hair and beard, which I was
about to shave after getting re-
jected, fetched me the Kadhal
Ovivam role. Bharathiraja sir
wanted to change my name
and asked for my sugges-
tions. The name Kannap-
pa Thambiran struck

me as powerful. It was

a koothu artist I knew.

Bharathirajasir short- 5 '

ened it to Kannan.

What was your reac-

tion after Kadhal Oviyam
failed?

I was disappointed the film
didn't work. I tried for two
more vears after Kadhal Ovi-
yam. I landed a small role in
Meendum Oru Kadhal Kadfai.
But I was turned down by mul-
tiple hit directors back then.
As opportunities dried, I shift-
ed focus to Avionics, which 1
was passionate about, and also
did my Master’s in Finance in
the US. I worked for US Al
ways, Which is now American
Ajrlines. And then I switched
to banking. I run a Risk Man-
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agement concern for the
banking business, which
I am currently in. Despite
moving far away from
Tamil cinema and act-
ing, I have been follow-
ing films. My wife is a
bigger movie buff, and
we watch films

regularly

How did Shakchi Thirimea-
gan happen?

Truth be told, this too was des-
tined. My youngest daughter,
Sanjana, wanted to pursue
dancing full-time. I headed
back to Chennai to see if 1
could get some help from
my old friends in Tamil
cinema, or even may be
Bharathiraja sir. Dur-
ing my visit, Chitra
v Lakshmanan sir spot-
ted me. He was my
manager for a brief
time. He invited me for an
interview. Shakthi Thiruma-
gan director Arun saw this in-
terview and was interested in
casting me in the movie. I was
sceptical both about my return
to films and Arun, as I didn't
know about his work. Later,
through some friends, I got to
know his works and was con-

vinced that I could act again.

What are your observa-
tions of the industry
today?

Back in those days, we prac-
ticed like crazy and religionsly
before a shot. It is because you

COMING
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cannot waste a film roll and
you don't want to make Bhar-
athiraja sir mad (langhs). But
in the digital era, the possibil-
ity of multiple iterations is an
advantage.

Did vou have teething
troubles of facing a camera
again?

It was presumed in the sets of
Shakthi Thirumagan that 1
would be okay No one prepped
me. Thanks to the experience
and confidence I gained during
Koadhal Ovivam, and as a for-
eigner in the US, I was able to
lead several teams. That, in
turn, made me confident dur-
ing the shoot of Shakthi Thir-
magan. But once T came in, 1
was coached by Vijay Antony
and Arun. Vijay taught me the
hacks in voice modulation and
diction. I also dubbed for my-
self. It felt good to speak in
Tamil

Are you here to stay this
time?

Positivelw I like how Arun in-
fuses social messaging in his
films. [hope Shaktfhi Thiruma-
gan and my role in it click. If it
does, I will do more films.

VISHAL 35 IS
MAGUDAM

M Sunday, the makers

of Vishal's 35th film

announced with a title

teaser that the film

has been titled

Magudam. Helmed by
Ravi Arasu, the film also stars
Dushara Vijayan, Anjali, and
Yogi Babu.

The second production
schedule for Mogudam is cur-
rently underway in Ooty The
film marks Dushara's first
collaboration with Vishal,
while Anjali has worked with
Vishal in the long-delayved and
recently released Madha Gaja
Raja. Yogi Babu has previous-
Iy collaborated with Vishal in
films such as Pafathu Yoo,
Ayogya, Action, Veeramae

Details about the rest of the

Voagai Soodum, and Ratfinam.

cast members are kept under
Wraps.

While the plot is kept under
wraps, Mogudam will be an
intense film in the lines of the
director's earlier films Eetti
and Ayngarar.

The film's music will be
composed by GV Prakash,
who is joining hands with the
actor for the second time after
Mark Antony. Cinematogra-
phy is by Richard M Nathan,
and editing is handled by Sri-
kanth NB. G Durairaj is the
production designer. Recently
Dhilip Subbarayan was roped
in as the stunt choreographer
for the film.

Sunny Sanskari
Ki Tulsi Kumari
wraps filming

ARUN Dhawan has

wrapped shooting for

his upcoming romantic-

comedy, Surny Sanskari

Ki Tuisi Kumari. Helmed

by Shashank Khaitan,
who has previously made
Humpty Sharma Ki Dulhania
and Badrinath Ki Dulhania,
the film also stars Sanya MMal-
hotra, Rohit Saraf, Akshay
Oberoi, Abhinavy Sharma, Ma-
niesh Paul, and Manini Chadha
in pivotal roles.

In the post, he announced the
film's wrap, and the actor also
zaid he will be reuniting with
Shashank Khaitan.

The official plot has been
kept under wraps, ut the film
reyolves around Sunny (Varun)
and Tulsi Enmari (Janhvi), two
people with opposite personali-
ties. Sunny is a fun-loving and
carefree guy, while Tulsiis a
cultured and serious girl. Des-
tiny brings them together, and
they fall in love.

Sunny Sanskari Ki Tulsi Ku-
mari, releasing on September
12, is produced by Hiroo Yash
Johar, Karan Johar, Apoorva
Mehta, and Shashank
Ehaitan.
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