


K E E R T H A N A  C H R I S  @ Chennai

Every morning, Vijaya* walks 
into a Chennai corporation 
school with the qualifications 
to teach but holding the job of  
a sanitation worker. A B.Ed 
graduate, who has cleared the 
Teacher Eligibility Test (TET) 
Paper-II, she begins her work 
dusting off  the school’s corri-
dors instead of  the blackboards. 
At times when a teacher takes 
a leave of  absence, she gets to 
do the job she had trained for, 
without the pay, designation, or 
recognition of  a teacher.

Vijaya is one of  around 1,700 

sanitation workers employed 
in the corporation’s 420 schools 
— primary, middle, high and 
higher secondary — spread 
across the city and its extended 
limits, and her situation is not 
unique. Many sanitation work-
ers employed on a contractual 
basis through the National 
Urban Livelihoods Mission 
(NULM) and Self -Help 
Groups (SHGs) in corpora-
tion schools are graduates, 
several of  them first-genera-
tion learners. After years of  
toil for a college degree, they 
now work six days a week for 
around `19,000 a month, with-

out access to government social 
security benefits or health 
insurance.

Sweepers said they routinely 

perform duties outside their 
job description, including dis-
tributing textbooks, loading 
and unloading heavy school 
equipment, serving mid-day 
meals, and washing utensils. 
Some said they were even asked 
to take classes in the teachers’ 
absence.

Kanchana*, a BCom gradu-
ate who earlier worked as an 
administrative staff  member 
at a private firm, is now em-
ployed as a sanitation worker 
at a Chennai Corporation pri-

mary school. She clocks in at 8 
am, marks wher attendance on 
the GCC application, sweeps 

the school premises, and signs 
off  at 5 pm. However, during a 
visit to the school, TNIE found 
her teaching Tamil to Class 2 
students in the absence of  their 
regular teacher.

Kanchana said subject teach-
ers sometimes call her to ex-
plain what lessons to cover, 
adding that the school’s head-
master is aware of  the arrange-
ment but does not intervene. “I 
take classes for the lower grades 
because our school does not 
have permanent staff  mem-
bers, and an SMC (School Man-
agement Committee) teacher is 
yet to be appointed.”� P3

No takers for 
one-third seats 
in govt arts & 
science colleges

Annamalai says 
party will bring 
change in 2031

B I N I T A  J A I S W A L  @ Chennai

Government arts and sci-
ence colleges in Tamil Nadu 
have witnessed a sharp decline 
in undergraduate admissions 
this academic year, with only 
83,276 of  the 1,26,959 total seats 
filled across 181 institutions as 
of  Saturday (July 11), translat-
ing to an enrolment of  65.59%, 
according to data from the 
higher education department.

In comparison, 78.8% of  the 
available seats across govern-
ment arts and science colleges 
were filled during the corre-
sponding time period in the 
2025-26 academic year.

While admissions will re-
main open until September, of-
ficials are expecting only a 
modest increase.

“There may be a 5% to 7% 
rise in admissions as students 
appearing for supplementary 
examinations join later,” said  
a senior official in the Directo-
rate of  Collegiate Education 
(DCE).

Academicians have ex-
pressed concerns over the de-
cline in enrolment, attributing 
it to poor infrastructure, acute 
faculty shortages, and delays in 
the admission process.

Tamil Nadu Government 
College Teachers’ Association 
general secretary S Suresh 
said, “There are over 7,000 
teaching vacancies in govern-
ment colleges.� P5

E x p ress     N ews    S er  v ice   
@ Coimbatore

Former BJP Tamil Nadu 
president and chief  mentor of  
We The Leaders K Annamalai 
on Sunday said his party would 
usher in a change of  govern-
ment in the state in 2031, hint-
ing that it would only enter 
electoral politics in the next As-
sembly elections.  

Speaking at the first confer-
ence of  We The Leaders themed 
on ‘Drug-Free Tamil Nadu’ in 
Pollachi in Coimbatore district, 
Annamalai said that 54% of  the 
people who had joined the par-
ty are below the age of  40. “It is 
these people, who view society 
differently, that brought about 
a change in government in 
Tamil Nadu in 2026. They are 
going to bring about another 
change in government in 2031,” 
he said. Announcing the launch 
of  a trade union forum called 
En Mann, En Makkal, he said 
1.5 lakh people will be trained 
at the APJ Abdul Kalam Centre 
for Ethics and Politics in Coim-
batore by October 2027. 

“Since the organisation was 
launched on June 5, 19 lakh 
people have joined in 38 days... 
Just by seeing so many come 
here without any invitation, it 
is clear that there are good peo-
ple in TN waiting for an oppor-
tunity. When those joining us 
reach 50 lakh, it will mean the 
people of  TN are calling us,” he 
said. Of  the 19 lakh, he said 
83% are men, and 17% women. 

Clarifying the organisation’s 
position, he said, “We The Lead-
ers is going to be a healthy po-
litical party. It’ll be there before 
the people of  TN in 2031.”� P5

Graduate sanitation workers double as stopgap teachers
a t  c h e n n a i  c o r p n  s c h o o l s

Velu returns from S’pore, 
says ready to face probe
Chennai: DMK leader E V Velu on 
Sunday said he is ready to appear 
before the DVAC for questioning, 
while dismissing claims that he 
had travelled to Singapore to 
evade the probe into alleged 
irregularities in road projects. He 
said he had been undergoing 
treatment at the Singapore 
hospital since 2016 | P4

e x p r e s s  r e a d

E XP  R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ New Delhi

FORMER prime minister Man-
mohan Singh was deeply upset 
by the face-off  between some of  
his ministers and the then 
chief  election commissioner  
S Y Quraishi during the 2012 
Uttar Pradesh elections. 

Divulging the details in his 
forthcoming book India and I: 
A Hundred Memories, Not a 
Memoir, Quraishi recalls that 
during a poll rally in January 
2012, then Union minister Sal-
man Khurshid said the Con-
gress would raise the job quota 

for Muslims from 4.5% to 9%. 
The BJP approached the EC, 

flagging violation of  poll code.  
“We censured Khurshid, the 
strongest action avail-
able under the Code,” 
Quraishi recalls.

The decision drew 
sharp criticism from 
some Congress lead-
ers, who said the EC 
had become ‘arrogant’. 
“Criticism never both-
ers me; innuendo does. 
This loose talk was not accept-
able,” he writes in the book.

When Quraishi met PM’s 
press secretary Harish Khare 

at an event, he conveyed his 
concerns. The next day, he got a 
call from Singh, asking: ‘Qurai-
shi ji, can I see you urgently?’ 

When they met at 
PM’s residence, Singh 
said:  ‘Harish told me 
what you said. If  that 
is  what you think, I 
will commit suicide.’

Quraishi writes that 
he was speechless. “My 
remark was about 
some ministers’ con-

duct, not about him.” Singh 
then told him he was unaware 
of  the ministers’ comments 
and expressed deep regret.

P R E E T H A  N A I R  @ New Delhi

THE government has called an 
all-party meeting on July 19, a 
day before the commencement 
of  the Monsoon Session of  Par-
liament. In the meet, the gov-
ernment is expected to outline 
its legislative agenda while the 
opposition parties are likely to 
spell out the issues they intend 
to raise during the session.

The monsoon session is ex-
pected to be stormy as the 
government may take up 
crucial constitutional 
amendment bills, in-
cluding the 130th Con-
stitution Amendment 
Bill, which seeks to auto-
matically remove the 
prime minister, ministers, or 
chief  ministers on the 31st day 
of  their detention if  they don’t 
step down.

The Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) examining 
the 130th Constitution Amend-
ment Bill is expected to adopt 
its report on July 17 before sub-
mitting it to Parliament. Sourc-
es said the panel has recom-
mended that the PM, Union 

ministers, and chief  ministers 
be suspended rather than per-
manently removed from their 
posts if  they are detained for 30 
consecutive days on charges of  
serious offenses. The panel has 
also proposed an automatic re-
versal clause if  such persons 
are acquitted or the prosecu-
tion does not proceed within a 
specified period. 

Most opposition parties had 
opted out of  the joint commit-

tee, as they termed the Bill 
a tool to destabilise gov-
ernments they run. 

In its report, the pan-
el defines “serious 
criminal offenses”, say-

ing the term should refer 
to offenses punishable with 

jail term of  5 years or more.
To pass Constitutional 

amendment bills, the govern-
ment needs the support of  two-
thirds of  members present and 
voting in both Houses. NDA 
will need 360 to get a two-thirds 
majority. While NDA has 293 
members, its strength could 
rise to 319 if  the 20 rebel TMC 
MPs and six rebel Shiv Sena 
(UBT) extend support.

chennai l Monday l July 13, 2026 l `9.00 l PAGES 16 l late city EDITION

CHENNAI ■ MADURAI ■ VIJAYAWADA ■ BENGALURU ■ KOCHI ■ HYDERABAD ■ VISAKHAPATNAM ■ COIMBATORE ■ KOZHIKODE ■ THIRUVANANTHAPURAM ■ BELAGAVI ■ BHUBANESWAR ■ SHIVAMOgGA ■ MANGALURU ■ TIRUPATI ■ TIRUCHY ■ TIRUNELVELI ■ SAMBALPUR ■ HUBBALLI ■ DHARMAPURI ■ KOTTAYAM ■ KANNUR ■ VILLUPURAM ■ KOLLAM ■ TADEPALLIGUDEM ■ NAGAPATTINAM ■ THRISSUR ■ KALABURAGI

Manmohan Singh

representational image

Iran shuts Strait of Hormuz again, 
US retaliates with more attacks
A G E N C I E S  @ Tehran / Dubai

IRAN said the Strait of  Hormuz was 
closed on Sunday while the United 
States insisted it remained open, af-
ter the confrontation over the vital 
waterway again sparked US and Ira-
nian strikes.

The strait, essential to global oil 
and gas supplies, has become a cen-
tral point of  contention between the 
two foes, repeatedly leading to ex-
changes of  fire despite an agree-
ment aimed at ending the Middle 
East war that was struck last 
month.

The latest exchange on Sunday 
was prompted by another Iranian at-
tack on a Cyprus-flagged container 
ship in the waterway whose crew 
was forced to abandon it after it went 
up in flames.

Before the war began with sur-
prise US-Israeli strikes against Iran 
on February 28, there was free pas-
sage through Hormuz, but Tehran 
now insists that it will control the 
strait, while Washington is adamant 
it cannot.

“Following this incident... the 
Strait of  Hormuz will be closed until 
further notice and until the end of  
American interventions in this re-
gion,” Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said Sunday.

The US military’s Central Com-
mand countered on X that the strait 
was “open to all vessels seeking to 
lawfully transit the international 
waterway”. It said US forces were 
“positioned and prepared to ensure” 
freedom of  navigation, adding: “Iran 
does not control the strait. Traffic is 
flowing.”

Iran said it had targeted two ships 
in Hormuz, accusing them of  ignor-
ing instructions to use an approved 
transit corridor or “violating regu-
lations”, IRNA said. The attacks 
prompted a barrage of  US strikes 
across Iran in response, with the US 

military saying it had hit 140 targets 
this week. Iranian media reported 
explosions in Bandar Abbas, Sirik, 
Jask and on Qeshm Island, as well as 
in Khuzestan province, with one sol-
dier reported killed in the southern 
city of  Jask.

US President Donald Trump told 
CNN that the Iranian attack had 
come despite the two sides being 
close to a deal on Saturday. “They 
were giving up everything, and then 
two hours after that they hit a ship 
with a drone,” he said. 

Iran’s response to the US strikes 
came quickly, with sirens and explo-
sions heard in Qatar, the United 
Arab Emirates and Bahrain, AFP 
journalists and local authorities re-
ported. Qatar said three people were 
injured by Iranian attacks, while 
Jordan said three Iranian missiles 
fell inside the kingdom. 

Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps said they also hit 
Oman, which has rarely been tar-
geted. They claimed to have de-
stroyed “the logistical support cen-
tres for naval vessels and the 
refuelling facilities for US aircraft 
carriers at the port of  Duqm”. � P9

Fate of ceasefire deal hangs in balance as Iran & US trade barbs over control of waterway

Monsoon activity was subdued in large 
parts of India Sunday, with rain confined to 
Uttarakhand, West Bengal, and Northeast

below normal rain for uttar pradesh
■  The southwest monsoon has remained below normal across U.P. so 

far, with the state recording 158.8 mm of cumulative rainfall 
between June 1 and July 12 against a normal of 190.9 mm 

■ The Met department, however, said that an active monsoon will 
bring heavy rainfall over some districts of West Bengal till July 14

dry spells in northwest, central, south
The IMD forecast weak rainfall activity in northwest, west central and over 
south Peninsular India in the next 6-7 days.  For Uttarakhand, the IMD issued 
a red alert for heavy to very heavy rainfall. On Sunday, heavy rainfall 
triggered landslides across Uttarakhand. Himachal continued to be under  
a wet spell as light to moderate rains lashed parts of the state | P7

Monsoon activity subdued 
in large parts of India 3 °C

more than the average 
temperature in delhi: imd

The Cyprus-flagged container ship that was hit by Iran and suffered 
“significant engineroom damage” according to the US |  X

United States is 
imposing a heavy 

cost by continuing to 
degrade Iran’s ability 

to attack civilian 
mariners and 

commercial ships 
freely transiting the 

Strait
US CENTCOM

Oman protests 
Iranian attack
Oman on Sunday 

issued a formal 
protest to the 

Iranian 
ambassador 

following an attack 
on the country, 

state media 
reported, in a rare 

instance of it 
publicly accusing 

Tehran of targeting 
its territory

India deplores 
attack on ship, 
urges restraint
ja  y anth     jac   o b  @ New Delhi

INDIA on Sunday strongly con-
demned the attack on the mer-
chant vessel GFS Galaxy off  
the coast of  Oman, calling for 
an immediate end to attacks on 
commercial shipping and urg-
ing de-escalation amid rising 
tensions in West Asia.

The Ministry of  External Af-
fairs External Affairs (MEA) 
said 10 of  11 Indian nationals 
on board the Cyprus-flagged 
container were rescued; one In-
dian remains missing.

“Our Embassy in Oman is 
closely monitoring the situa-
tion and proactively coordinat-
ing with Omani authorities in 
the ongoing search and rescue 
operation. We thank Omani au-
thorities for their support,” 
MEA said in a statement.

Describing the repeated at-
tacks on commercial vessels in 
the region as “deeply worri-
some”, India reiterated its call 
for restraint and a diplomatic 
resolution to the crisis. “We re-
iterate our call for immediate 
de-escalation of  tensions, and 
the conclusion of  ongoing ne-
gotiations for a diplomatic solu-
tion so that peace and stability 
can return,” the MEA said.

The ministry also stressed 
the importance of  safeguard-
ing international shipping 
lanes. “The targeting of  com-
mercial shipping and civilian 
infrastructure in the region 
must end,” MEA said.

All-party meet on 
Jul 19; Opposition 
plans showdown

When Manmohan Singh told former 
CEC Quraishi ‘I will commit suicide’

Tearful farewell 
S Janaki’s granddaughter Apsara Vydyula performing the legendary playback singer ’s last rites in accordance with the family’s 

traditions in the presence of relatives, friends, officials, and hundreds of admirers in Mysuru on Sunday |  Udayashankar S

Argentina, England entered the semis on 
Saturday. However, officials inside the (Video 
Assistant Referee) VAR booth played a decisive 
role in the on-field outcomes. A quick glance...

England  
vs Norway
There was controversy 
surrounding the England 
equaliser as well as the 
decision to chalk off a 
Norway goal. England 
manager Thomas Tuchel even 
admitted his team was lucky

Argentina vs 
Switzerland
Switzerland shot themselves 
in the foot when Breel 
Embolo, who had been 
booked in the first half, 
threw himself to the ground 
and was dismissed following  
a VAR check | P11

sinner  
seals the deal, defends 

wimbledon crown
World No 1 Jannik Sinner 

defended his title in London, 
beating French Open champ 

Alexander Zverev 6-7 (7/9), 7-6 
(7/2), 6-3, 6-4 in the summit 

clash on Sunday | P11
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13-07-2026 CHENNAI & DElHI HorosCopEs

H O L I DAY  M AT H I S
13th July : Venus Disgruntled Venus in Virgo 

has a beef with Uranus in Gemini today, and 
whatever the grievance may be, it invites 

discussion. Some guidelines for working things 
out during a Mercury retrograde: Speak of your 

experience, not of your conclusions. Leave 
room for information you don’t have yet. Aim 
to understand instead of decide who’s right.

TeST YOur nuMber 
cruncHIng SkILL wITH  
Our unIque puzzLe
 Fill in the grid with digits in such a manner 
that every row, every column and every 3X3 box 
accommodates the digits 1 to 9, without repeating any.
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Saturday’S SOLutIONS

  1 Hot seat abandoned in a hurry (5)
  8 One who falls for a film director (5,3)
  9 German river on
 which revellers like to go (5)
  10 No townsperson
 has beer after 6:50 (8)
  11 Find fault in noise from engine (5)
  12 Be a self-employed solicitor? (3)
  16 Little distinction (6)
  17 Subordinate gives
 name and number (6)
  18 Bird exhibited in the museum (3)
  23 Dollar pieces? (5)
  24 Mention a different name (8)
  25 Bags of patients (5)
  26 Sad passage to quote back (8)
  27 This said, repair is
 immediate by a saw (5)

across: 1 Everything, 6 Slap, 10 Rapid,  
11 Contralto, 12 Psalmist, 13 Taste, 15 Tarring, 17 Pickets, 
19 Pestles, 21 Bolster, 22 Learn, 24 Downpour, 
27 Toothache, 28 Extra, 29 Date, 30 Present day.

down: 1 Ears, 2 Exposures, 3 Yodel, 4 Hacking, 
5 Nonstop, 7 Lilts, 8 Professors, 9 Critical,  
14 Stipulated, 16 Iolanthe, 18 Entrusted, 20 Sidecar, 
21 Bowyers, 23 About, 25 Preen, 26 Mary.

  2 Something we can well
 forgo at the end of a book (8)
  3 Defence cuts (8)
  4 Fighting prevalent on street (6)
  5 Where two sides get
 together to some degree (5)
  6 One thousand years old statue (5)
  7 Noisy drink? (5)
  12 Note the old-fashioned farewell (3)
  13 This creature’s a bit
 of a flaming nuisance (3)
  14 See great changes
 in economy travel (8)
  15 Not still lacking support (8)
  19 There’s some point in this system (6)
  20 Secret way to shoot a bird (5)
  21 Strike me? It’s wrong (5)
  22 Kiss a girl before one is attached (5)

JuMbLe
By DaviD L. Hoyt  
anD Jeff KnureK

Saturday’s

arIES 
(Mar 21 - Apr. 20)

It feels like the 
other person 
controls the pace 

of a relationship, 
responding in their own 
sweet time. But you have 
complete authority over 
how much of your 
attention, energy, 
imagination and time gets 
organized around that fact.

TaUrUS  
(Apr. 20 - May 20)

Someone’s mixed 
signals have you 
constantly interpreting 

clues. Maybe they subconsciously 
love how this snags your 
attention. But you don’t need to 
solve every mystery. The energy 
you spend decoding can be 
redirected toward observing. 
Patterns tell the story without 
requiring a detective.

GEMINI  
(May 21 - June 21)

You’re not 
waiting to be 
chosen. Maybe 

it seems like they’re 
deciding what role you 
play in their life, and 
maybe you don’t yet feel 
any which way about 
that because you’re busy 
deciding what role they 
play in yours.

CaNCEr  
(June 22 - July 22)

Human 
interactions are 
complex, 

detailed and varied from 
person to person, so it’s 
impossible to get them 
exactly right for everyone. 
But if you try and please 
yourself, you have a good 
chance of succeeding 
with at least one person.

LEO  
(July 23 - Aug. 22)

Initiation is a 
form of power. 
You start the 

ball rolling and influence 
where it’s going. You’re 
socially courageous and 
curious. The question 
isn’t whether you’re 
reaching out. It’s whether 
you’re reaching toward 
people who reach back.

VIrGO  
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

Does it seem like a 
relationship 
would improve if 

the other person changed 
one particular behavior? You 
could be right, although your 
leverage isn’t in changing 
them. It’s in deciding what 
you can tolerate,  
encourage, reciprocate  
and build around.

LIBra  
(Sept. 23 - Oct. 23)

You’re taking 
responsibility 
for another 

person’s happiness, as if 
their happiness (or your 
own, for that matter) is 
really up to you. Happiness 
is like a butterfly. All you 
can do is grow the right 
flowers to make a 
visitation more likely.

SCOrPIO  
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 21)

Just 
because  
you care a 

lot doesn’t mean the 
other person holds all 
the cards. Caring 
deeply isn’t weakness. 
Remember, your 
feelings belong to 
you, not to the person 
who inspired them.

SaGITTarIUS 
(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

You really do 
accept what 
you cannot 

control, and it gives you 
a serenity around 
relationships today. 
People feel easygoing 
and real around you. 
Without all the 
“fronting,” you learn 
what’s actually going on.

CaPrICOrN  
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You know 
where you 
stand with 

someone even though 
they have not explicitly 
stated it. You pay 
attention to actions, 
which usually give 
much more accurate 
and comprehensive 
information.

aQUarIUS  
(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)

Ask for what 
you want. A 
clear request 

may change the 
relationship, but 
uncertainty would 
change it, too. Being 
honest at least gives you 
the chance to change 
things in a direction 
aligned with the truth.

PISCES  
(Feb. 19 - Mar 20)

The other 
person seems  
to have more 

options than you do, but 
this is an illusion. They 
have the freedom to 
choose their actions. 
You’re free to choose your 
response, your investment, 
your availability and  
your future.

Almanac today
 Monday: 13/07/2026  Year: Parabhav  Aani: Thei Pirai

 Nij Jyeshtha: Krishna Paksha  Tithi: Chaturdashi till 18.51 hrs
 Nakshatra (Star): Ardra till 26.53hrs. Moon in Mithun  Rahukaalam: 07.30-09:00 

 Yamagantam: 10.30-12:00  Gulikakalam: 13.30-15:00

What you need to know about Census 2027 Self-Enumeration

F
or the first time since In-
dependence, residents in 
Tamil Nadu will have the 
option of  providing their 
census details online with-
out waiting for a census 

enumerator to visit their homes, 
as the self-enumeration phase 
for Census 2027 begins on July 
17. The Self-Enumeration Portal 
(SEP) will remain open for 15 
days till July 31, ahead of  the 30-
day house-to-house houselisting 
operations scheduled across the 
state from August 1, 2026.

In an interview with TNIE’s 
Muruganandham, M Sundaresh 
Babu, Director of  Census Opera-
tions for Tamil Nadu and Pu-
ducherry, explains the process 
and answers some frequently 
asked questions on self-
enumeration.

What is Self-
Enumeration?

Self-enumeration is a facility 
that allows residents to provide 

their census details online 
through the official Self-Enu-
meration Portal instead of  wait-
ing for a census enumerator to 
visit their homes.

Why has the Self-Enu-
meration option been 

introduced when enumera-
tors  wi l l  v is i t  every 
household?
The facility gives residents the 
flexibility to complete their cen-
sus details at a convenient time. 
It also improves accuracy by al-
lowing people to enter their own 

information, reduces the work-
load of  enumerators and helps 
the census process run more ef-
ficiently. Those who complete 
self-enumeration will not have 
to answer all 33 census questions 
again when the enumerator vis-
its their household.

Is the Self-Enumeration 
Portal available in 

Tamil?
Yes. The SEP supports 16 
languages, including 
Tamil.

How can residents 
access the portal 

and submit details?
Residents must first select their 
state or Union Territory and 
complete the captcha verifica-
tion. They should then enter the 
name of  the head of  the house-
hold, mobile number and email 
address, if  they wish to provide 
one.

An OTP will be sent to the reg-

istered mobile number and 
email address for verification. 
After completing the verifica-
tion, residents can select their 
language and begin self-enumer-
ation. After submission, an 
11-digit Self-Enumeration ID (SE 
ID) will be generated, if  provid-
ed. Residents must show this ID 
to the census enumerator dur-
ing the household visit.

If  the SE ID is unavailable, 
the enumerator will col-

lect the census informa-
tion again. If  the ID is 
forgotten, it can be re-
trieved using the regis-

tered mobile number.

Will residents have to 
provide the same 

information again when the 
enumerator visits their 
homes?
No. Those who successfully com-
plete self-enumeration and pro-
vide the SE ID to the enumerator 
will not have to answer all cen-

sus questions again.

Can mistakes made 
during Self-Enumera-

tion be corrected?
Residents can save the form as a 
draft and edit it before submis-
sion or until July 31, the last day 
of  self-enumeration.

Once submitted, the form can-
not be edited through the portal. 
However, necessary corrections 
can be made by the enumerator 
during household verification.

The information provided by 
residents will be validated only 
after verification by the 
enumerator.

Will Non-Resident 
Indians (NRIs) be 

included in the census?
No. The census covers people 
living in India. However, if  an 
NRI’s household is located in 
Tamil Nadu, the household de-
tails may be submitted through 
the Self-Enumeration Portal.

TNEB launches drive to end 
recurring power outages
S  G u r u v anm   i k anat    h an   @ Chennai

Tamil Nadu Electricity Board 
(TNEB) Chairman J Rad-
hakrishnan has directed the 
Tamil Nadu Power Distribution 
Corporation Limited (TNPDCL) 
to immediately implement a 
structured Repeat Tripping 
Elimination Pro g ramme 
(RTEP) to identify, analyse and 
eliminate the causes of  re-
curring power tripping 
and supply interrup-
tions across the state.

The initiative is 
aimed at reducing fre-
quent power cuts, im-
proving the reliability of  
the power distribution net-
work and ensuring uninter-
rupted electricity supply to con-
sumers. All chief  engineers 
have been instructed to identify 
substations, feeders, distribu-
tion transformers and other 
network assets that have wit-
nessed repeated tripping over 
the past six months.

According to an official com-
munication accessed by TNIE, 

the identified locations will be 
prioritised based on the fre-
quency of  faults, duration of  
outages, number of  consumers 
affected, impact on hospitals 
and other essential services, 
seasonal or weather-related re-
currence, operational and 
maintenance issues, and the ex-
tent of  public inconvenience. 
These locations will be moni-

tored continuously until per-
manent corrective meas-

ures are implemented.
The communication 

said the programme is 
intended to move the 
utility away from tem-

porary restoration works 
and towards long-term engi-

neering solutions.
Radhakrishnan has also di-

rected every distribution re-
gion to maintain a repeat trip-
ping register listing substations. 
Officials have been asked to 
identify recurring technical de-
fects and carry out scientific 
root cause analysis so that per-
manent solutions can replace 
temporary repairs.

tenders floated in june

S  KU  M A R E S A N  @ Chennai

The Tamil Nadu government 
has launched a `1,440-crore ini-
tiative to modernise 30 Govern-
ment Industrial Training Insti-
tutes (ITIs) under the centre’s 
Pradhan Mantri Skilling and 
Employability Transformation 
through Upgraded ITIs (PM-
SETU) scheme. The project, to 
be implemented through a Pub-
lic-Private Partnership (PPP) 
model, aims to transform gov-
ernment ITIs into centres of  ex-
cellence capable of  producing 
i n d u s t r y - r e a dy  s k i l l e d 
workers.

The government floated ten-
ders in June inviting industry 
players to serve as Anchor In-
dustry Partners for six ITI clus-
ters in Ambattur, Coimbatore, 
Thoothukudi, Madurai, Tiruchy 
and Hosur. Each cluster will 
comprise one hub ITI and four 
spoke ITIs, taking the total to six 
hub institutes and 24 spoke 
institutes.

Estimated at `240 crore per 
cluster, including `80 crore for 
the hub institute and `40 crore 
for each spoke institute, the 
project seeks to upgrade infra-
structure, introduce modern 
technologies and strengthen in-
dustry-academia collaboration.

The scheme also proposes to 
introduce courses in emerging 
sectors such as renewable en-
ergy, artificial intelligence, ro-
botics, logistics and other ad-
v a n c e d  t e c h n o l o g i e s . 
Sector-specific priorities have 
also been identified, with the 
Coimbatore cluster focusing on 
manufacturing, textiles, elec-
tronics and information tech-
nology, while the Thoothukudi 
cluster will cater to logistics, 
green energy, automobiles and 

IT-related sectors.
The selected industry part-

ners will work with the govern-
ment through Special Purpose 
Vehicles (SPVs) and will be in-
volved in preparing develop-
ment plans, upgrading infra-
structure, training instructors 
and facilitating placements. 
Each hub ITI will introduce 
four new National Council for 
Vocational Training (NCVT) 
trades and upgrade infrastruc-
ture for at least 10 existing 
trades, while each spoke insti-
tute will add two new NCVT 
trades and modernise facilities 
for at least eight existing 
trades.

The government has set per-
formance targets including a 
placement rate of  over 75%, a 
pass percentage of  90%, higher 
enrolment and increased par-
ticipation of  women and stu-
dents from disadvantaged 
sections.

Welcoming the initiative, 
Tamil Nadu Small and Tiny In-
dustries Association (TANS-
TIA) president S Vasudevan 
said the scheme would benefit 
both industries and students. 

TN mulls 735 new pharmacy 
seats in govt med colleges
Proposal includes B Pharm courses in 11, Pharm D studies at 2 colleges

S i n d u ja   J ane    @ Chennai

In what could make pharmacy 
education more accessible and 
affordable, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment is studying a proposal 
to introduce Bachelor of  Phar-
macy (B Pharm) courses in 11 
more government medical col-
leges. It is also looking at launch-
ing the Doctor of  Pharmacy 
(Pharm D) programme at Ma-
dras Medical College (MMC), 
Chennai, and Government Ma-
durai Medical College and Hos-
pital. If  approved, this will be 
the first time the six-year Pharm 
D course is offered in govern-
ment institutions in the state.

Currently, B Pharm and Mas-
ter of  Pharmacy (M Pharm) 
courses are available only at the 
College of  Pharmacy, MMC, and 
Government Madurai Medical 
College. Together, the two insti-
tutions offer 60 B Pharm seats 
each and 85 M Pharm seats.

The Directorate of  Medical 

Education and Research (DMER) 
has prepared a detailed project 
report (DPR) for the expansion 
and forwarded it to the health 
secretary for consideration. 
“The proposal is under exami-
nation,” a senior DMER official 
told TNIE.

The proposal envisages an ad-
dition of  735 seats, comprising 
660 B Pharm seats across 11 new-
ly added medical colleges, 15 ad-
ditional M Pharm seats at Ma-
durai medical college, and 60 

Pharm D seats, with 30 each at 
MMC and Madurai medical col-
lege. The move comes amid a 
long-pending demand from 
pharmacy associations, which 
have argued that limited govern-
ment seats force many students 
to opt for self-financing colleges 
where fees are higher.

A B Pharm seat costs `50,000 
annually in a government insti-
tution, compared to ̀ 1 lakh for a 
management seat in a self-fi-
nancing college. For M Pharm, 
students pay `75,000 in govern-
ment colleges against ̀ 1.25 lakh 
in private institutions.

“B Pharm is offered in around 
100 private colleges, but only two 
government institutions have 
the programme. Expanding it to 
more government colleges will 
greatly benefit students from 
economically weaker sections,” 
said G Selvaraj, former presi-
dent of  the Indian Pharmacy 
Graduates Association, Tamil 
Nadu branch.

A ‘dry’ intro that drew smiles
Ramanathapuram collector had the IAS officers’ conference at 
the secretariat in splits with his opening remark. As the first 
officer to make a presentation, he introduced himself with a 
witty observation. “I am the collector of Ramanathapuram. 
While bureaucrats often refer to so-called punishment postings 
as ‘thanniyillatha kaadu’ (a waterless wilderness), my district is 
actually a water-scarce region,” he said. The remark drew smiles 
from the gathering, including Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay, who 
briefly looked up from his notes before the presentations 
resumed. A dry joke, from a district known for its dry spells.

-Prabhakar Tamilarasu

Singappen sings off-key in DMK
A scheme meant to empower women ended up exposing 
political fault lines at the Cuddalore Corporation Council. Trouble 
began when DMK councillor A Parvathi of Ward 5 praised the 
state government’s Singappen scheme, calling it a welcome 
initiative. Her party colleagues were quick to ask how a DMK 
member could applaud a TVK-led government’s programme. 
Parvathi stood her ground, saying she supported the scheme as a 
woman because it focused on women’s safety, not politics. The 
explanation failed to convince fellow councillors, who kept up 
the protests. Incidentally, her son A Rajasekar had contested the 
Assembly polls on a TVK ticket.

-Bagalavan Perier B

burden before the bay
Tons of plastic waste, rubber, thermocol and other debris remain strewn along the Cooum River near its mouth in Chennai, 

raising concerns that monsoon rains could carry the pollutants into the Bay of Bengal |  Ashwin Prasath 

30 govt ITIs will be  
revamped under ̀ 1.4Kcr  
centre-backed scheme 

(Compiled by Dinesh Jefferson E)

M Sundaresh Babu
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Mandar Pardikar

Road to luxury hits a bump
Chief Minister C Joseph Vijay’s review meeting with transport 
department officials took an unexpected detour. Officials said 
Vijay played a video of a plush air-conditioned bus gliding 
through a foreign country and 
wondered aloud why Tamil Nadu 
could not send similar buses to its 
villages. Officials said the question 
prompted a few puzzled looks 
before they began explaining the 
economics. They pointed to the 
cost of procuring such buses and 
the practical challenges of 
operating them on rural routes, 
where roads, passenger demand 
and maintenance needs are unlikely 
to match the luxury on display.

-Prabhakar Tamilarasu
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The PM 2.5 level recorded at 
Chennai on Sunday. Nitrogen dioxide 
level was at 32 µg/m3 against the 
prescribed standard of 80 µg/m3

50 µg|m3
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Man cheats woman of 
`5.8L promising engg 
seat for friend’s son
CHENNAI: A 27-year-old man was arrested by the Thiru Vi 
Ka Nagar police on charges of  cheating a woman of  ̀ 5.8 lakh 
by promising to secure an engineering seat in a private col-
lege for her colleague’s son. The accused, identified as M Sak-
thi of  Karayanchavadi in Chenneerkuppam, was remanded 
in judicial custody on Friday.

The case came to light after Suganya Lakshmi (36), of  Pa-
per Mills Road in Perambur, lodged a complaint with the 
Thiru Vi Ka Nagar police station. Police said a teacher at the 
private school where Suganya’s daughter studies had sought 
her help in arranging an engineering seat for her son. 
Through relatives, Suganya was introduced to Sakthi, who 
allegedly claimed he could secure the admission.

Believing him, she transferred `5.8 lakh to Sakthi in mul-
tiple installments between July 9 and August 12, 2025. How-
ever, he failed to secure admission nor did he return the mon-
ey. After registering a case, the police launched an inquiry 
and arrested Sakthi. Preliminary investigation revealed that 
the visual communication graduate had spent the money for 
personal use instead of  arranging the admission. � ENS

‘Provide jobs that match a graduate’s qualifications’
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“I do this after sweeping the class-
rooms and whenever I get free 
time. If  I were given an office as-
sistant’s job in the same school, I 
would be happy to do it,” Kancha-
na said. The headmaster, however, 
denied any staff  shortage, claim-
ing that everyone performs only 
the duties assigned to them.

While neither the Greater Chen-
nai Corporation nor the workers’ 
associations had an estimate of  
how many sanitation workers are 
graduates, TNIE spoke to four 
such workers over the past week 
-- two with B.Sc Computer Science 
degrees, one with a B.Ed degree, 
and another with a B.A in Eco-
nomics. Most had previously 
worked as office assistants or in 
food outlets before taking up sani-
tation work after a family member 
retired from the same post, allow-
ing them to be considered for the 

job. “I’m doing this because of  my 
family situation. I tell my two kids 
to study well and get a good job, 
unlike me,” Vijaya said. Another 
worker said she chose the job be-
cause its fixed working hours al-
lowed her to spend more time with 
her children.

One sanitation worker TNIE 
spoke to said that she had 
allegedly paid her ward 
councillor an undisclosed 
sum to secure the job, 
while another claimed 
that she was threatened by 
both school HM and the 
councillor for not paying the 
bribe.

CITU Chennai district general 
secretary R Loganathan, who 
works closely with sanitation 
workers in corporation schools, 
said the scale of  the issue was 
much more than what meets the 
eye. “Across Chennai, there are 
likely hundreds of  graduates 

working as sanitation workers. 
Many choose not to reveal their 
qualifications out of  fear of  being 
judged. We do not have consolidat-
ed data on the exact number of  
graduates working in the sanita-
tion sector,” he said. Drawing a 
parallel with sanitation workers 

engaged in street cleaning, Lo-
ganathan added, “I also 

work with sanitation work-
ers who clean the city’s 
streets, and some of  them 
hold M.Com degrees. The 

goal should be to provide 
jobs that match a candi-

date’s qualifications.”
GCC Joint Commissioner for 

Education Karpagam IAS said she 
was unaware of  degree-holding 
sanitation workers stepping in for 
teachers. “Our officers regularly 
go for school inspections; if  the 
HMs and teachers are utilising the 
sanitation workers for teaching, 
we would definitely take action,” 

she said, adding that qualified 
candidates could be absorbed as 
office staff  members by HMs 
through the School Management 
Committee (SMC).

CPM general secretary P Shan-
mugam told TNIE that the vicious 
cycle of  the same community re-
turning to the same jobs, irrespec-
tive of  their educational back-
ground, could be broken only 
when the government recruits 
people based on their educational 
qualifications and eligibility. He 
said, “Even jobs provided on com-
passionate grounds are often allot-
ted based on available vacancies 
rather than qualifications,” add-
ing that unemployment has forced 
many to take up jobs unrelated to 
their qualifications. He also urged 
the government to create job op-
portunities that match the educa-
tion and skills of  the people.

(*Names of  the workers were 
changed to protect their identity)

green but dry 
Puzhal Lake, one of Chennai’s primary drinking water reservoirs, has witnessed receding water levels following prolonged summer heat 
and extreme temperatures, exposing sections of the lakebed and underscoring seasonal pressure on the city’s water resources |  P Jawhar

Toddler dies after load from 
crane falls on him, five held
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Chennai

In a tragic incident near Puzhal, 
a three-year-old boy died after a 
huge metal beam, meant for an 
underground drainage (UGD) 
pipeline, fell from a crane on him 
on Saturday evening. Five employ-
ees from the private contract com-
pany which handles UGD pipe-
line-laying works for Chennai 
Metropolitan Water Supply and 
Sewerage Board (Metro Water) 
have been arrested for the death. 

According to the Puzhal police, 
the arrested were identified as 
Dilip Parik (48), mason, Arulsel-
van (53), manager, Muthukumar 
(48), deputy project manager, 
Venkatesan (26), supervisor, and 
Ramesh (38), crane operator.

The police said that around 6 
pm on Saturday, the boy, V Shah 
Rukh Eswaran, along with his fa-
ther Vignesh (28), a daily wage la-
bourer, were walking along Kan-
nappasamy Nagar Main Road at 
Kavankarai when a crane carry-
ing the pipes was passing them 
by. 

“As the crane was passing the 
two, the belt holding the beam 

snapped and the beam fell on 
them. While the kid sustained in-
juries to his legs and lower abdo-
men, his father sustained minor 
injuries,” said police.

Soon after the incident, passers-
by rushed to their aid and took 
them to a private hospital nearby. 
Neighbours and family of  the kid 
gathered at the hospital. Despite 
treatment, the kid succumbed to 
his injuries around 1.30 am on 
Sunday at the hospital. 

The police sent the boy’s body 
for postmortem and registered a 
case. Following an inquiry, the po-
lice arrested the five men. 

Meanwhile, Metro Water sourc-
es said that the incident occurred 
when the contract company was 

moving the metal beam from a 
supplier to their shed. There was 
no work going on at the place 
where the incident took place. 

However, quoting residents 
from the locality, sources said un-
derground work has been under 
way on almost all streets in the 
area and it was a cause of  concern 
for pedestrians and motorists.

According to local sources, the 
boy was returning home after 
placing an order for a cake as it 
was his birthday was on Monday. 
He was the only child.

Screen grab from the CCTV footage 
showing the child and his father walking 
before the beam falls |  Express

Belt holding metal beam meant for UGD works snapped, say police

Commuters wait to board suburban trains at Tambaram railway station after an 
hour-long wait as Southern Railway partially cancelled local train services on the 
Chennai Beach-Tambaram and Chennai Egmore-Villupuram sections |  Martin Louis

E x p r e s s  R E A D

Bikers die while swerving to avoid jaywalker 

SL nat’ls held for voting in election

Tirupattur: Two women on a motorcycle lost their lives in a road 
accident on the Bengaluru-Chennai National Highway near Ambur on 
Saturday. Police said the rider died on Sunday. She had allegedly 
swerved to avoid hitting a pedestrian who  had suddenly attempted to 
cross the road. The deceased were identified as Saranya and Fathima, 
both residents of Gudiyatham in Vellore who were engaged in the 
garment business. Police said that a woman suddenly attempted to 
cross the highway, prompting Saranya, who was riding the motorcycle, 
to swerve in an effort to avoid a collision. She then reportedly lost 
control of the motorcycle and the veicle overturned on the road. ENS

Chennai: Two Sri Lankan nationals were arrested by the 
Mambalam police on charges of casting votes in the recently 
concluded Assembly elections using fraudulently obtained 
Indian voter identity cards. The accused were identified as 
Perambalam Kuneswaran (69) and Kuneswaran Nagulambikai 
(60). The police said the duo had arrived at the Chennai airport 
on Saturday to board a flight to Sri Lanka when immigration 
officials, during passport verification, found that they had 
allegedly obtained Indian voter ID cards illegally and cast their 
votes at a polling booth in T Nagar. Based on a complaint from 
immigration officials, the police registered a case and arrested 
them.  ENS

350 participate in 
workshop on 
ocular prosthesis
Chennai: The department 
of optometry at the 
School of Allied Health 
Sciences, Vinayaka 
Mission’s Research 
Foundation, organised 
V-OPTO 2026 hands-on 
workshop on ocular 
prosthesis under the 
theme ‘Revive and 
Rehabilitate’ on its 
Chennai campus on Friday. 
The workshop featured 
expert sessions by Priya 
Balasubharamaniam, 
founder of Eyeris Perfect 
Maxillofacial & Ocular 
Prosthesis Clinic and 
Sathishkumar, senior 
lecturer, Government 
College of Optometry. The 
event was attended by 
nearly 350 academicians, 
faculty and students from 
various educational 
institutions.  � ENS

90-year-old woman dies after wall collapse in Kolathur
Chennai: A 90-year-old woman died after a compound wall collapsed on her 
while construction debris was being dumped as part of renovation work at 
her house on Gangaiamman Koil Street in Kolathur on Saturday morning. 
The Rajamangalam police arrested Karthik (34), of MGR Nagar, on charges 
of causing the accident through negligent dumping of the debris. The victim, 
Chellammal, who lived with her son and his family, was washing vessels near 
the compound wall when debris was being unloaded during the renovation 
work, the police said. Neighbours rushed her to the Periyar Nagar 
Government Hospital, where she succumbed to her injuries. The 
Rajamangalam police registered a case and arrested Karthik. � ENS

Saveetha Institute of Medical and Technical Sciences (SIMATS) chancellor Dr NM Veeraiyan 
felicitates Saveetha School of Law student Nithila Ivy Darling for securing a bronze medal 
in the International Shooting Sports Federation’s Junior World Championship (25m sports 
pistol) team event held in Suhl, Germany, recently. Principal Asha Sundaram and SIMATS 
dean V Valveemaraja are also present |  Express

Man murdered over 
past enmity, 4 held
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E   @ Chennai

A 27-year-old welder was hacked to death 
with his face disfigured beneath the Ara-
ni river bridge near Ponneri in Tiruval-
lur district on Saturday night a revenge 
killing case, the police said.

The Ponneri police have arrested four 
men, prime accused Deepak (26), 
Thangavelu (20), Manikandan (27) and 
Aadhavan (19).

The victim, identified as Sunil of  Kun-
namancheri, was found dead with inju-
ries after the police received information 
about a body lying beneath the bridge. 
His body was sent to the Ponneri Govern-
ment Hospital for postmortem. 

Investigation revealed that the murder 
was allegedly linked to an assault last 
year, when Sunil allegedly attacked 
friends of  the accused during a mourning 
event. Seeking revenge, the four allegedly 
took Sunil to the riverbank on the pretext 
of  consuming alcohol, hacked him to 
death and disfigured his face with a bro-
ken beer bottle before fleeing.

Cancellation of 30 trains 
derails another Sunday 
for commuters in city
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

A number of  passengers were 
inconvenienced for the second 
consecutive Sunday after 
Southern Railway cancelled 
over 30 local trains, including 
those bound from Tambaram to 
Chennai Beach, a route usually 
in high demand, between 11 am 
and 3 pm on Sunday due to 
maintenance work on the Chen-
nai Beach-Tambaram and 
Chennai Egmore-Villupuram 
sections.

Several passengers said they 
were unaware of  the cancella-
tions and added that the Rail-
ways could have pasted a notice 
in front of  Tambaram railway 
station. 

After learning about the can-
cellations, passengers had to 

use bus services and crowded 
bus stops along GST Road, in-
cluding the Tambaram bus 
stop.

While special trains were op-
erated from Tambaram to 
Chengalpattu, Arakkonam and 
Thirumalpur, and vice versa, to 
help the public, there were no 
trains operating from Tambar-
am to Chennai Beach during 
the four-hour period.

As it was a Sunday, a large 
number of  people had gathered 
at Tambaram station to spend 
the holiday in different parts of  
the city, including shopping in 
T Nagar commercial hub.

Southern Railway had issued 
press releases on July 3 and 
July 11 announcing modifica-
tions to train timings and the 
cancel lat ion  of  cer tain 
services.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all shareholders, stakeholders, 
banks, financial institutions, creditors and the general public 
that the purported Extra-Ordinary General Meeting (EGM) of 
Bestbuy Mobiles Private Limited, proposed to be held on 
13.07.2026 at 11:00 AM by Mr. IsMAIl HAsAn nAtHAnI,  
a shareholder holding 30% of the share capital of the 
Company, is void as not being compliant with section 100 
and various other provisions of the Companies Act, 2013 and 
the Rules made thereunder, and the board of directors has 
also recognised the same. Accordingly, the proposed EGM is 
based on void and invalid notice and is without authority in 
law. Any resolutions purportedly passed or actions taken 
pursuant to the said meeting shall have no force in law as the 
same is void, non-est. All concerned are hereby advised to 
take due notice of the above.

For BestBuy MoBiles Private liMited 
sd/- Farook sait Mohammed rafi sait 

director of Bestbuy Mobiles Private limited (diN: 08108496)
No. 163/237, First Floor, Barakka road, secretariat Colony, 

Kilpauk, Chennai, tamil Nadu - 600010
email - contact@bestbuymobiles.in, Phone - +91 98846 01008.

NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to all shareholders, stakeholders, 
banks, financial institutions, creditors and the general public that 
the purported Extra-Ordinary General Meeting (EGM) of Gofix 
Solutions Private Limited, proposed to be held on 13.07.2026 at 
02:00 PM by Mr. IsMaIl Hasan natHanI, a shareholder 
holding 30% of the share capital of the Company, is void as not 
being compliant with section 100 and various other provisions 
of the Companies Act, 2013 and the Rules made thereunder, and 
the board of directors has also recognised the same.  
Accordingly, the proposed EGM is based on void and invalid 
notice and is without authority in law. Any resolutions  
purportedly passed or actions taken pursuant to the said meeting 
shall have no force in law as the same is void, non-est. All 
concerned are hereby advised to take due notice of the above.

For GoFix SolutionS Private limited 
Sd/- Farook Sait mohammed rafi Sait

director of Gofix Solutions Private limited (din: 08108496)
no.18, evk Sampath road, veppery,  

Chennai, tamil nadu - 600007.
email - contact@gofix.co.in, Phone - 08069865080.

NOTICE
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CHANGE OF NAME
PUBLIC NOTICE

Change of naMe
I, Poojaa,  
daughter of  

Thiru Premchandran L, 
born on 23rd January 2007 

(District of Birth: Puducherry), 
residing at A4, No. 2/668, 

Bharadwaj Apartments 
Antony Street, Madipakkam, 

Chennai-600 091,  
shall henceforth be known as 

Poojaa P
Poojaa

Chennai, 19th June 2026.
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A section of farmers in Coimbatore has launched a campaign urging those 
who availed of loans from cooperative societies not to repay their 
outstanding amounts. The campaign targets the government’s decision to 
waive farm loans only up to `75,000 for small and marginal farmers

LOAN  
WAIVER

Monday 13l07l2026

HR&CE officials ‘blocked’ 13L acres 
of inam land without revenue nod
30 lakh live on these lands, DMK-era govt order says decision to block pattas was ‘arbitrary’ 

B  A N B U S E L V A N  @Chennai

A government order (G.O.) is-
sued by the revenue depart-
ment on September 30 last year, 
following a meeting chaired by 
then Chief  Secretary N Muru-
ganandam during the DMK re-
gime, held that the HR&CE de-
partment’s decision to block 
pattas of  inam lands in the of-
ficial revenue and registration 
records was arbitrary and had 
been carried out without the 
approval of  either the state gov-
er nment or the revenue 
department.

According to official esti-
mates, around 13 lakh acres of  
inam lands for which ryotwari 
pattas had been issued under 
the Tamil Nadu Minor Inams 
(Abolition and Conversion into 
Ryotwari) Act, 1963, have been 
blocked by the HR& CE depart-
ment since 2019. Nearly 30 lakh 
people reside on these lands, 
which comprise residential 
plots, agricultural holdings and 
commercial properties.

The pattas were rendered in-
effective and the guideline val-
ue of  the properties was re-
duced to zero in Tamil Nilam, 
the state’s land registration 
database. As a result, lakhs of  
landowners holding valid pat-
tas issued since 1963 have been 
unable to register property 
transactions, obtain bank 
loans, construct houses or 
avail themselves of  crop loans. 

Against this backdrop, restric-
tions were lifted on 3,084.95 
acres of  inam land spread 
across 471 survey numbers in 
Karur district. The re-
maining such lands 
with valid titles are 
currently being scruti-
nised jointly by the 
revenue and HR&CE 
departments.

The G.O. issued by P 
Amudha, the then Additional 
Chief  Secretary of  the revenue 
department, noted that officials 
of  the HR&CE had been send-
ing communications to sub-
registrars and revenue officials 
seeking cancellation of  pattas 
for inam lands and blocking of  
property transactions on the 
Tamil Nilam portal based on 
pre-UDR (updating of  revenue 
records) entries and the Inam 
Fair Register. They had also 

sought transfer of  such lands 
in the names of  temples. How-
ever, the revenue department 
pointed out that the UDR 
records were updated between 
1979 and 1984. “Such actions 
were arbitrary, procedurally 
improper and undertaken with-
out the approval of  either the 
government or the revenue de-
partment,” the G.O. stated.

Multiple sources from the 
revenue department told TNIE 
that since 2018, the guideline 
values of  several categories of  
government lands –including 
anadheenam lands, waterbod-
ies, temple lands, Waqf  Board 
properties, Depressed Class 
lands originally assigned to 
landless SC/ST families during 

the British period and after 
Independence, and other 
poramboke lands – had 
been reduced to zero in 
the Tamil Nilam soft-
ware to prevent trans-

fer of  ownership.
“The survey numbers 

sent to sub-registrars for block-
ing were based on pre-UDR rev-
enue records dating back to the 
1950s and even earlier. However, 
the UDR exercise carried out 
between 1979 and 1984 super-
seded those records. While 
there is no legal provision to 
convert Depressed Class, water-
bodies and anadheenam lands 
into regular pattas, ryotwari 
pattas were legally issued for 
eligible inam lands under the 

Tamil Nadu Minor Inams (Abo-
lition and Conversion into Ryo-
twari) Act, 1963. Therefore, the 
HR&CE department should not 
have blocked inam lands that 
already have valid titles,” said 
a senior official from the reve-
nue department. The errors 
committed by the HR&CE offi-
cials are now being rectified, 
added the officials.

 Another official explained 
that there are two categories of  
temple inam lands in Tamil 
Nadu. “The first comprises 
lands granted directly to tem-
ple deities for their perpetual 
maintenance, daily rituals, fes-
tivals and upkeep, or to meet 
the expenses of  temple admin-
istration. The second category 
consists of  lands granted to in-
dividual temple servants or ar-
tisans – such as archakas, mu-
sicians and other hereditary 
service holders –as remunera-
tion for performing their 
duties.”

As a large portion of  inam 
lands had remained poorly ad-
ministered for decades, the 
then Madras State enacted the 
Tamil Nadu Minor Inams (Abo-
lition and Conversion into Ryo-
twari) Act, 1963, to bring these 
lands under the regular reve-
nue administration, providing 
land rights through ryotwari 
pattas to eligible occupants 
and, at the same time, safe-
guard lands that legitimately 
belonged to temples.

Vijay, Stalin, Kamaraj or EPS? Who gets space on govt wall is a matter of choice
P r ab  h a k a r  T a m i la  r asu   
@ Chennai

Political battles over por-
traits have become an unlikely 
feature of  civic body meetings 
in Tamil Nadu. Recently, coun-
cillors in the Tiruppur corpora-
tion clashed over displaying 
portraits of  former CMs MK 
Stalin, K Kamaraj and Edappadi 
K Palaniswami. A similar scene 
played out in Sivagangai mu-
nicipality, where an independ-
ent councillor proposed display-
ing actor Trisha’s photograph. 
The episodes raise a simple 
question: Who can have their 
portrait displayed in govern-

ment offices?
Government orders issued 

over the past five decades per-
mit the display of  portraits of  
the chief  minister, former chief  
ministers and several national 
and state leaders in public of-
fices. However, none of  these 
orders makes it mandatory. Sig-
nificantly, every government 
order uses the word “may”, 
making the provision optional 
rather than compulsory.

The first comprehensive or-
der, G.O. (Ms) No. 47, was issued 
by the Public (General-I) De-
partment on January 7, 1978, to 
end this confusion. It permitted 
the display of  photographs of  

the incumbent President and 
Prime Minister of  India, Ma-
hatma Gandhi and former PM 
Jawaharlal Nehru in public of-
fices and buildings. For Tamil 
Nadu, the list included Saint 
Thiruvalluvar, former CMs C 
Rajagopalachari, K Kamaraj 
and Arignar Anna, besides so-
cial reformer Thanthai Periyar. 
The G.O. also directed that por-
traits of  “all others may be re-
moved”. The list was expanded 
through G.O. (Ms) No. 2363, dat-
ed October 24, 1990, which added 
Dr BR Ambedkar. Even then, 
the order merely stated that his 
portrait “can also be displayed”, 
retaining the optional nature of  

the provision. A more signifi-
cant expansion came in 2006 
through G.O. (Ms) No. 457, dated 
June 4. It added freedom fight-
ers Pasumpon Muthuramalinga 
Thevar, VO Chidambaranar and 
Quaid-e-Millath, along with 
former PM Indira Gandhi. Cru-
cially, the order also permitted 
the display of  portraits of  the 
incumbent CM and former CMs 
of  TN, taking the total number 
of  eligible categories of  leaders 
to 16. Yet, the wording contin-
ued to be enabling rather than 
mandatory.

The Madras High Court has 
also endorsed this interpreta-
tion. During the hearing of  a 

writ petition in 2021 seeking 
mandatory display of  the Presi-
dent’s and prime minister’s por-
traits in all government offices, 
the then Advocate General in-
formed the court that the rele-
vant government notification 
merely gave offices the option to 
display one or more portraits of  
the approved leaders.

An IAS officer of  secretary 
rank, speaking to TNIE, said 
the decision rests with the gov-
ernment. “The incumbent CM’s 
picture will be displayed, but 
the display of  pictures of  other 
leaders is the choice of  people 
in that particular office,” the of-
ficer said.

Basha panel 
seeks 9 months 
to complete 
consultations

Honour killing

E x p r ess    N e w s  S e r v i c e 
@ Thoothukudi

Social Justice Minister Van-
ni Arasu on Sunday said the 
Basha Commission has sought 
an additional nine months to 
complete its  consultations. The 
commission was constituted by 
the previous DMK government 
to recommend a law to prevent 
caste-based crimes committed 
in the name of  honour. Its re-
quest has been conveyed to the 
chief  minister. A law to curb 
honour killing will be formu-
lated based on the recommen-
dations of  the Basha Commis-
sion, the minister said. 

Speaking to reporters at Ko-
vilpatti, Vanni Arasu said the 
members of  the Justice KN Ba-
sha Commission met him re-
cently and apprised him of  the 
ongoing inquiry.  The commis-
sion has received opinions on 
the proposed law from VCK and 
the CPM, and they are awaiting 
responses from other parties, 
he added. 

Search panel to select info commissioners
E x p r ess    N e w s  S e r v i c e 
@ Chennai

The state government has con-
stituted a search committee to 
shortlist the next state chief  
information commissioner and 
three information commission-
ers. As per a notification issued 
by the Human Resources Man-
agement department on July 8, 
retired Madras High Court 
judge RS Ramanthan is the 
chair man of  the search 
committee. 

Principal secretary of  the 
department C Samayamoorthy 

and retired IAS official R Su-
dalaikannan have been ap-
pointed as members.

The number of  commission-
ers disposing of  appeals 
and complaint petitions 
under the Right to Infor-
mation Act at the state 
information commis-
sion plunged to five from 
nine on June 15, as the 
three-year term of  chief  in-
formation commissioner MD 
Shakeel Akhter, information 
commissioners Thirumalai-
muthu, P Thamaraikannan 
and R Priyakumar came to an 

end. At present, VPR Elampar-
ithi, retired IAS officer Atulya 
Misra, retired IPS officer Ab-
hay Kumar Singh, M Natesan 

and A Vijayaram serve as 
information commis-
sioners. Natesan is set 
to retire on August 3. 

The search commit-
tee will shortlist the 

candidates complying 
with eligibility norms 

and recommend them to the se-
lection committee chaired by 
Chief  Minister C Joseph Vijay, 
before they are formally ap-
pointed by the Governor.

Stalin banks on cadre 
power to revive DMK 
P R A B H A K A R  T A MI  L A R A S U 
@ Chennai

After suffering a decisive de-
feat in the Assembly elections, 
the DMK has begun an internal 
restructuring exercise, mark-
ing a shift in the way the party 
functions. Moving away from a 
highly centralised decision-
making process, the party lead-
ership is increasingly relying 
on second-rung leaders, grass-
roots functionaries and dis-
trict-level leaders to shape po-
l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d 
organisational programmes.

As a part of  the organisation-
al reforms and restructuring to 
suit the changing political cli-
mate, DMK president MK Sta-
lin has given a free hand to the 
party workers to take on the op-
position politically and ideo-
logically, focusing on people’s 
issues. Senior party leaders 
said the emphasis is now on re-
viving the cadre-driven model 
that once defined the DMK’s or-
ganisational strength.

According to several senior 
leaders that TNIE spoke to, all 
the party units have been en-
couraged to organise public in-
teractions, grievance meetings 
and welfare initiatives without 
waiting for directions from the 
headquarters, but keep the par-
ty informed about the issues, 
campaigns, movements, and 
protests they initiate.

“Rather than issuing direc-
tives from the top, the leader-
ship has asked second-rung 
leaders, party’s different units 
including youth wing and stu-
dent wing leaders, district sec-
retaries, constituency in-charg-
es and booth-level workers to 

identify local issues, devise out-
reach programmes, organise 
protests, movements and for-
mulate strategies suited to the 
political scenario of  their re-
spective regions,” a former 
MLA who did not want to be 
named said.

“The party has realised that 
a one-size-fits-all approach does 
not work across Tamil Nadu. 
Local leaders understand the 
aspirations and grievances of  
the people better than anyone 
else. They have now been given 
greater autonomy to respond to 
those concerns. The leadership 
believes this decentralised ap-
proach will help reconnect the 
party with voters after the elec-
toral setback,” a former minis-
ter and sitting MLA added.

A senior leader in the party’s 
legal wing said the move also 
aims to restore the confidence 
of  second-rung leaders and 
cadre, many of  whom felt side-
lined in recent years as deci-
sion-making became increas-
ingly centralised. 

“The leadership has also 
stressed that the focus should 
be on sustained engagement 
with the public rather than 
event-based political mobilisa-
tion,” he said.The cadre have 
been asked to remain accessi-
ble to people, take up local civic 
issues, partymen’s legal issues, 
and strengthen the party’s pres-
ence at the grassroots. The re-
structuring exercise is expect-
ed to continue over the coming 
months, with organisational 
responsibilities likely to be re-
distributed to more young peo-
ple, and improve coordination 
between the headquarters and 
district units.

Velu returns 
from Singapore, 
says ready to 
face inquiry

Official says errors 
being rectified now
Ryotwari pattas were legally 
issued for eligible inam lands 
under the Tamil Nadu Minor 
Inams (Abolition and 
Conversion into Ryotwari) 
Act, 1963. The HR&CE 
department should not have 
blocked inam lands that 
already have valid titles, said 
an official from the revenue 
department. The errors are 
now being rectified, he said

DMK students wing staging a protest against the centre in Chennai |  FILE PIC

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V IC  E 
@ Chennai

Senior DMK leader EV Velu 
on Sunday said he is ready to 
appear before the DVAC for 
questioning, while dismissing 
claims that he had travelled to 
Singapore to evade the probe 
into alleged irregularities in 
state road projects under the 
previous DMK government. 

The former PWD minister, 
who had travelled to Singapore 
for medical treatment, returned 
to Chennai on Sunday. Speak-
ing to reporters at the Chennai 
international airport, Velu 
clarified that he had been un-
dergoing medical treatment for 
allergy, heart and neurological 
ailments at a hospital in Singa-
pore since 2016 and his latest 

trip was part 
of  a scheduled 
follow-up visit. 
Velu said he 
had booked 
tickets to Sin-
gapore on June 
25, but follow-
ing the DVAC 
searches on 
his premises, 

he postponed his departure by 
a day. 

Velu’s remarks assumed sig-
nificance as Chief  Minister C 
Joseph Vijay had on Friday tak-
en an apparent swipe at him 
during a public meeting in 
Karur, stating that the DMK 
leader had run away from the 
probe. 

The former minister said the 
DVAC first summoned him to 
appear for an inquiry on July 3. 
He informed the agency that 
his medical check-up would 
take about 10 days and that he 
would be available any day af-
ter July 12. Despite this, he 
said, another summons was is-
sued asking him to appear on 
July 9. “From now on, I am 
ready to appear for any in-
quiry,” he said.

E x p re  s s  R E A D

Leaders mourn veteran 
singer Janaki’s demise
Chennai: TNCC president 
Manickam Tagore, MDMK general 
secretary Vaiko, PMK president 
Anbumani Ramadoss and DK 
president K Veeramani on Sunday 
mourned the death of veteran 
playback singer S Janaki. 
Describing Janaki’s demise as an 
irreplaceable loss, Tagore said her 
voice would continue to resonate 
through generations. Vaiko said 
her songs will remain timeless 
classics. Anbumani Ramadoss 
said Janaki had sung alongside 
musicians from five generations 
and earned a permanent place in 
the hearts of music lovers. 
Veeramani said Janaki’s decision 
to return the Padma Bhushan, 
citing the inordinate delay in 
conferring the honour, reflected 
rare courage and conviction. ENS

Guv urged to summon 6 
AIADMK MLAs who quit
Chennai: Puthiya Tamilagam 
president K Krishnasamy on 
Sunday urged Governor Rajendra 
Arlekar to summon and seek 
explanation from the six AIADMK 
MLAs who resigned from the 
Assembly and later joined the 
ruling TVK. Speaking to reporters 
outside Lok Bhavan, Krishnasamy 
urged the governor to advise the 
Speaker not to accept the 
resignations, alleging they 
resulted from horsetrading. He 
suggested that the governor 
question each of them 
individually about circumstances 
behind the resignations, 
contending they were induced by 
promises of re-election or other 
posts. He further urged the 
governor to report to the Union 
Home Ministry and recommend 
action over the ‘political 
instability’ in the state. ENS 

P o r t ra  i t  W A R

DMK councillors 
staging protest with 
the photo of ex-CM MK 
Stalin in Coimbatore | 
S Senbagapandiyan

N  Ra  m es  h  @ Thanjavur

With uncertainty looming 
over the release of  water from 
Mettur dam for taking up irri-
gation in delta districts, given 
low storage, the farmers who 
used to cultivate a single crop 
of  Samba paddy, using canal 
water, are a worried lot, anx-
iously waiting for enough rain 
in Cauvery catchment areas for 
the increased inflow into Met-
tur dam.

The Cauvery water from Met-
tur dam could not be released 
on the customary date of  June 
12 this year as the storage was 
very low. On Sunday (July 12), 
the water level in the dam stood 
at 75.83 feet (37.93 TMC) and the 
inflow was only 91 cusecs. Last 
year, on the same date, the dam 
was full with water level at 120 
feet (93.47 TMC). Farmers sole-
ly dependent on canal water for 
irrigation did not take up the 
short-term Kuruvai crop in the 
hope that they could cultivate 
the single crop of  Samba paddy. 

According to an estimate, 
around three lakh farmers take 
up Samba paddy cultivation in 
the five districts of  Thanjavur, 
Tiruvarur, Mayiladuthurai, 
Nagapattinam and Tiruchy. 

S Vimalnathan, secretary of  
Tamil Nadu Farmers Protec-
tion Association, said, “If  wa-
ter is released late, Samba cul-
tivation cannot be taken up in 
around six lakh acres in delta 
districts, which could lead to a 

production loss of  12 lakh 
tonnes of  paddy.” The farmers 
taking up Samba cultivation 
need to be provided with a spe-
cial package akin to Kuruvai 
package, he added. He also de-
manded convening a meeting 
of  ministers and secretaries 
concerned along with farmers 
to assess the situation and to 
recommend alternative solu-
tions. P Kalaivanan of  senior 
agro technologists forum said 

even if  water is released from 
Mettur in September first week, 
around 130-140 TMC will be 
needed for the Samba, thaladi 
crop in the delta region. 

“There was also no signifi-
cant rain in the area and the 
groundwater level is also de-
clining,” said KA Koothalin-
gam, a farmer from Pallathur 
in Thanjavur.  R Sukumaran of  
Orathanadu in Thanjavur dis-
trict said, “Leave alone cultivat-

ing Samba paddy crops, the 
farmers who have cultivated 
Kuruvai paddy using ground-
water will be struggling to save 
the crops as there is no canal 
water to recharge groundwa-
ter.” P Sukumar of  Tiruvaiyaru 
area in Thanjavur said the 
farmers may have to go in for 
medium-duration Samba paddy 
varieties if  water is available in 
the first week of  September.  SR 
Tamil Selvan of  TN Farmers’ 
Protection Association of  Na-
gapattinam said Samba cultiva-
tion decisions will depend on 
both the onset of  the north-east 
monsoon and the availability of  
Cauvery water.  Official sources 
said low water level is the rea-
son for not opening the dam. 
“The prospects for farmers tak-
ing up Samba paddy are uncer-
tain as the water level in Mettur 
is low,” said an official of  agri-
culture department.  

(With inputs from D Vincent 
Arockiaraj @ Tiruchy, 

Mohamed Salahudeen B @ 
Nagapattinam)

Delay in opening Mettur could lead to 12 lakh tonne paddy loss

Samba paddy 
cultivation 
during 2025-26

All  
numbers in 

hectares

Thanjavur – 1.31 lakh

Tiruvarur – 1.46 lakh
Mayiladuthurai – 63,640

Nagapattinam – 63,562

Tiruchy – 54,928

pic: MK Ashok Kumar
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Sankara Nethralaya hosted its annual scientific meeting, Retina 
Summit 008, on July 10 and 11. The theme for this year ’s summit  
was crisis control, with an emphasis on prevention, recognition,  
and management of medical and surgical complications in retinal 
practice |  Express

Reject centre’s 
directive on 
Vande Mataram: 
Thiruma to govt 
E XPR   E SS   N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

Urging the centre to withdraw 
its latest circular making the 
rendition of  Vande Mataram 
compulsory at government func-
tions, VCK president Thol Thiru-
mavalavan, on Sunday, called 
upon the TVK government to re-
ject the directive. Describing 
Vande Mataram as a song associ-
ated with a particular religion, 
Thirumavalavan contended that 
making its rendition compulso-
ry at official functions was con-
trary to the principle of  secular-
ism. In a statement, the VCK 
leader said the circular issued by 
the Union Ministry of  Home Af-
fairs was a threat to India’s plu-
ralistic character and amounted 
to interference in the powers of  
state governments. He requested 
Chief  Minister C Joseph Vijay to 
formally inform the centre that 
the state government would not 
accept this directive.  

Temple land scam: Another 
govt official in UT arrested
E XPR   E SS   N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Puducherry

A Sureshraj, Director of  the Pu-
ducherry Department of  Infor-
mation and Publicity, was arrest-
ed on Saturday by the Vigilance 
and Anti-Corruption Wing in 
connection with the fraudulent 
transfer of  land belonging to the 
Kamatchiamman Temple. The 
multi-crore scam involves the al-
leged misappropriation of  tem-
ple-owned land, valued at 
over `12 crore by guide-
line estimation (and up 
to `50 crore in market 
value), through forged 
documents. A land ex-
tent of  approximately 
64,035 square feet in a prime 
area in Rainbow Nagar was sold 
using fake will and various 
forged documents.

The key arrests span private 
conspirators and senior govern-
ment officials who allegedly fa-
cilitated the fraudulent patta 
(land ownership document) 
transfers. Arrested persons in-
clude MS Ramesh, former direc-

tor of  survey, settlement and land 
records (who also held additional 
charge as District Registrar), D 
Balaji, former director of  fisher-
ies and former revenue official, 
who was arrested for illegally up-
dating the patta under the name 
of  one of  the prime accused us-
ing a fraudulent will. V Sivasamy, 
sub-registrar of  Villianur Taluk, 
Chinnasamy (alias Palani), a 
former village administrative of-
ficer (VAO), for his assistance in 

generating fake local clear-
ance records.

Investigators said 
Sureshraj  was serving 
as a sub-registrar in the 
registration office in 

Oulgaret when the offenc-
es took place. He is accused 

of  permitting the registration 
without verifying the fraudulent 
documents. Following his arrest, 
Sureshraj was produced before 
Puducherry CJM TV Anand at 
the judge’s residence and was re-
manded in judicial custody in 
Kalapet Central Prison on Satur-
day night. He has since been re-
leased on bail.

two-year-old

Elephant calf 
injured in 
tiger attack 
succumbs
E XPR   E SS   N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Erode

A two-year-old male elephant 
calf, rescued with injuries near 
Gunderipallam Dam in Erode 
district, died after treatment 
proved unsuccessful. The post-
mortem examination has re-
vealed that it died as a result of  
a tiger attack.

A male elephant calf, about 
two years old, was found by the 
frontline staff  of  the forest de-
partment in the water-spread 
area of  the Gunderipallam 
Dam, under TN Palayam forest 
range, in Erode district on Sat-
urday. Subsequently, a team of  
veterinarians, led by S Sathasi-
vam, a wildlife veterinarian at 
the Sathyamangalam Tiger Re-
serve (STR), continued to treat 
the calf.

However, the calf  died at 8.30 
pm on Saturday, as the treat-
ment proved unsuccessful.

Subsequently, veterinarians  
from the forest department 
conducted a postmortem of  the 
deceased elephant calf  on Sun-
day, in accordance with EDAF 
procedures and court man-
dates. Following this, the calf  
was buried near the water-
spread area of  the dam.

“The elephant calf  has been 
severely attacked by a tiger. 
There were injuries in many 
places on its body. The attack 
likely happened about five days 
ago as the wounds were fester-
ing. However, we made strenu-
ous efforts to save it. But, the 
calf  succumbed to its injuries. 
Since a lot of  medicine had 
been administered to its body, 
we buried it instead of  leaving 
for the wild animals,” a senior 
official said.

The injured calf was found by forest 
officials, who offered treatment, but 
the calf passed away |  Express

Clashes erupt over covered Ambedkar 
statue near Gangavalli, 15 under custody
E x p r e s s  N ew  s  Se  r vice     @ Salem

Tension prevailed at Othiyat-
hur village near Gangavalli in 
Salem after a dispute over an 
Ambedkar statue, which had re-
mained covered for several years 
following earlier objections, re-
surfaced, and led to protests, 
clashes and the arrest of  15 
persons.

Police sources said a section 
of  residents had installed an 
Ambedkar statue near a bus stop 
in Othiyathur in 2021. Soon after 
its installation, objections were 
raised by another section of  resi-
dents over the manner in which 
the statue had been erected, lead-
ing to protests and tension in the 
village. As a precautionary 
measure, revenue department 
officials covered the statue with 
metal sheets, and it had re-
mained in that condition since 
then.

Police sources said that the 
metal covering over the statue 
was removed by unidentified 
persons around midnight two 
days ago. The development led to 

fresh objections from another 
section of  residents, who staged 
a road blockade seeking inter-
vention by the authorities.

Following the protest, Attur 
Revenue Divisional Officer R 
Tamizhmani convened peace 
talks with representatives of  
both sides. During the discus-
sions, officials decided to restore 
the earlier arrangement by cov-
ering the statue again in view of  
the prevailing law and order sit-
uation. However, police sources 
said a section of  residents ob-
jected to the move, following 
which tensions escalated and a 

clash broke out. Three police 
personnel and two members of  
the public sustained injuries 
during the incident and were 
treated at the Gangavalli Gov-
ernment Hospital, police sources 
said. As a precaution, police per-
sonnel were deployed in and 
around the village under the su-
pervision of  senior officers from 
the Salem police. Revenue de-
partment officials subsequently 
covered the statues of  Dr. B R 
Ambedkar, Kamaraj and Rajiv 
Gandhi, located in the vicinity, 
with metal sheets to prevent any 
further tension.

The Ambedkar statue covered with metal sheets in Othiyathur |  Express

Efforts on to improve infra 
of govt colleges, says official
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

“Institutions are function-
ing largely with guest faculty 
members, and that inevitably 
affects the quality of  educa-
tion,” said TN Government Col-
lege Teachers’ Association gen-
eral secretary S Suresh.

He added that inad-
equate infrastructure, 
including  poorly 
equipped laborato-
ries, shortage of  class-
rooms, insufficient 
sanitation facilities, 
and outdated librar-
ies, has further weak-
ened the appeal of  
government colleges.

Retired professor K 
Srinivasan said gov-
ernment institutions 
are struggling to keep 
pace with changing 
student expectations. 

“At a time when pri-
vate colleges are in-
troducing AI-related 
and other emerging 
courses, while offering better 
campus facilities and extracur-
ricular opportunities, many 
government colleges are una-
ble to provide even adequate 
classrooms and laboratories. 

Naturally,  students look 
elsewhere.”

Another major factor that 
the academicians pointed out 
was the delayed admission 
schedule followed by govern-
ment colleges. 

Private self-financing insti-
tutions begin admissions much 

earlier, with many 
completing the proc-
ess and commencing 
classes before the first 
round of  counselling 
in government colleg-
es begins. Suresh said, 
“The admission guide-
lines are common for 
government, govern-
ment-aided, and pri-
vate colleges. Howev-
e r,  g o v e r n m e n t 
colleges alone adhere 
rigidly to the pre-
scribed schedule, by 
which time many stu-
dents have already se-
c u r e d  s e a t s 
elsewhere.”

DCE officials said 
that they were examining the 
infrastructure requirements in 
government colleges. “We are 
working to improve the infra-
structure in government col-
leges,” said an official.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

Annamalai said, “When we 
have the right number of  mem-
bers and the right leaders, this 
organisation will become a po-
litical party. Not now.” He added 
that the conference was  
not a political rally and the  
aim was not to create trouble for 
t h e  n ew ly - fo r m e d  T V K 
government. 

“Some people asked me to 
speak against the TVK govern-

ment. The government has come 
to power in 2026 with the support 
of  1.68 crore people. Except for 
Minister KA Sengottaiyan, most 
of  them are first-time MLAs. 
They will stumble a little. When 
they stumble, we should lift them 
up, not push them down. Our or-
ganisation has not come to cap-
ture power arrogantly,” he 
claimed. Speaking of  his depar-
ture from BJP, he said there was 
anger, but it had to be shown re-
sponsibly. Although DMK had 

raised doubts of  him being the 
BJP’s B-team, he was firm that he 
should not speak ill while leaving 
a party, Annamalai said. 

Welcoming the HR&CE depart-
ment’s decision to lift the bar on 
registration of  3085 acres of  Inam 
land in Karur, he said he support-
ed the TVK government’s move 
and was being called anti-Hindu 
for it. “Though I belong to the 
Hindu religion, I will stand with 
all of  you as a common person 
without caste or religious identi-

ty. We have done enough politics 
with caste and religion,” he 
claimed. Stressing the need to 
close more liquor shops, he said 
the organisation will push the 
government in a healthy manner. 
He said awareness campaigns 
against drugs will be held every 
July; the organisation had a six-
month plan to focus on one public 
issue each month. The confer-
ence passed six resolutions de-
manding to make the state as 
drug and liqour-free.

‘We have done enough politics with caste and religion’

K’taka goes on hiring spree after order to fill 72K posts
Around 2.5 lakh posts are vacant in various departments and no major recruitment has been made in the last two years by state government

A s h wini     M  S r i p ad   @Bengaluru

The Karnataka government 
has gone on a recruitment spree, 
issuing a series of  job notifica-
tions to fill vacancies across var-
ious departments, within two 
weeks of  issuing an order to ex-
pedite the recruitment of  over 
72,000 posts in government de-
partments. Over the last two 
weeks, at least 15 different noti-
fications have been issued to fill 
thousands of  posts.

The Karnataka Examinations 
Authority (KEA) has invited on-

line applications for direct re-
cruitment of  320 teaching posts 
in Morarji Desai, Kittur Rani 
Chennamma, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee and Indira Gandhi resi-
dential schools and pre-univer-
sity colleges functioning under 
the Karnataka Residential Edu-
cational Institutions Society 
(KREIS).

In another major drive, appli-
cations have been invited for 560 
land surveyor posts in the De-
partment of  Survey, Settlement 
and Land Records under the Re-
sidual Parent Cadre (RPC). The 

Revenue Department has also 
invited applications to fill 505 
village administrative officer 
(VAO) posts, including 67 posts 
under the Hyderabad-Kar-
nataka Cadre quota.

The Karnataka Ex-
cise Department has in-
vited applications to fill 
1,207 posts of  constables 
and excise sub-inspectors 
(ESIs). The forest depart-
ment has invited applications to 
fill 750 forest observer posts. KEA 
has already called to fill 3,395 
Karnataka police civil constable 

posts.
The fresh notifications come 

after the state government initi-
ated measures to accelerate di-

rect recruitment across de-
p a r t m e n t s .  T h e 
responsibility of  expe-
diting recruitment to 
posts in 17 departments 
has been assigned to Ad-

ditional Chief  Secretary 
and Development Commis-

sioner Uma Mahadevan. Anoth-
er additional chief  secretary has 
been entrusted with overseeing 
and completing direct recruit-

ment to vacant posts in 34 
departments.

Government recruitment in 
Karnataka had been stalled be-
cause of  litigation in courts over 
reservation and no recruitment 
had been done since 2023. The 
government had also relaxed 
the age limit by up to five years 
as there were delays in recruit-
ment since 2019 because of  Cov-
id. Around 2.5 lakh posts are va-
cant in various departments and 
no major recruitment has been 
made in the last two years.

A senior Congress leader on 

anonymity said that in the par-
ty election manifesto in 2023, 
Congress had promised to fill 
vacant government posts with-
in a year if  the party comes to 
power. “We could not do that for 
various reasons, including the 
reservation issue, lack of  fi-
nances as a large amount was 
being spent on guarantee 
schemes and others. We have 
less than two years in power 
and there is pressure to fill 
these posts. There have been 
flash protests over lack of  re-
cruitment,” he said.

YouTuber Rajan Joseph was arrested by the Adoor 
Police from Kochi on Saturday night for allegedly 
posting derogatory content on social media 
against Congress leader Sreenadevi Kunjamma

Youtuber 
arrested 
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Admission 
guidelines are 

common for govt, 
govt-aided, and 
private colleges. 

However, govt 
colleges alone 

adhere rigidly to the 
prescribed schedule, 
by which time many 

students have 
already secured 
seats elsewhere 

S Suresh, general 
secretary of TN Govt 

College Teachers’ Assn

E x p r e s s  Re  a d

S Janaki cremated with 
state honours in Mysuru
Mysuru: People from all walks of 
life bid a tearful farewell to 
legendary playback singer S Janaki 
as she was cremated with full 
state honours at a farmhouse in 
Kaniyanahundi village on HD Kote 
Road near Mysuru on Sunday 
evening, fulfilling her cherished 
wish of spending her final days 
and having her last rites performed 
in the city she had come to call 
home. The solemn ceremony was 
marked by a ceremonial guard of 
honour by Karnataka government.
Earlier in the day, Janaki’s mortal 
remains were kept at Maharaja’s 
College Grounds, where thousands 
paid their final respects. � ENS

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEER, CENTRAL RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, BHUBANESWAR

No. 3985 / Date:- 04.07.2026
“e” Procurement Notice for Road Works

1. Name of the Work : Road Works under MMSY -Transferred Road Improvement Programme (MMSY 
-TRIP) , MMSY-Improvement to Existing RD road & MMSY -CMRL for the year 
2024-25, 2025-26 & 2026-27

2. Total No. of works : 11 Nos. of Road works for the year 2024-25, 2025-26 & 2026-27
3. Estimated Cost of the work : Varies from Rs.99.67 Iakh to Rs.831.75 Iakh
4. Class of Contractor :

a)  Estimated cost more than Rs. 20.00 
lakh up to Rs. 3.00 Crores.

: B Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities

b)  Estimated cost more than Rs. 1.00 
Crore up to Rs. 20.00 Crores.

A Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other  licensing authorities

c)  Estimated cost more than Rs. 6.00 
Crore up to Rs. 50.00 Crores.

Special Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities

d)  Estimated cost more than Rs. 20.00 
Crores.

Super Class (of Odisha PWD) or relevant class of other licensing authorities

5. Period of completion : As mentioned in Column-7 of Annexure
6. Offered rates by bidder : The offered rate by the contractor shall be excluding GST 
7. Other details :

Procurement Officer Bid Identifica-
tion No.

Availability of Tender on-line for bidding Date & Time of opening of tender
From To Technical Bid Financial Bid

1 2 3 4 5 6
Chief Construction Engineer, Central 

Rural Works Circle, Bhubaneswar
Tender- Online- 
C.C.11 of 2026

17.07.2026 at 
11.00 AM

29.07.2026 Up to 
5.00 PM

30.07.2026 
at 11.00 AM

To be intimated 
later on

Further details can be seen from the web site www.tendersodisha.gov.in
OIPR- 25001/25082/1/26-27/0011      Sd/- Chief Construction Engineer, Central Rural Works Circle, Bhubaneswar

25001/713/2627

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, DEPARTMENT OF WATER 
RESOURCES, OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER,

BALANGIR MINOR IRRIGATION CIRCLE, BALANGIR
e-Procurement Notice

Bid Identification No: BMIC-BLGR/02/2026-27
No.32001/534/2627 : The Chief Engineer, Balangir M.I Circle, Balangir on behalf of Hon’ble 
Governor of Odisha invites percentage rate bids in Double cover only through ONLINE mode for 
the Construction of works detailed in the table from “B & A” Class Contractors registered with the 
State Government and contractors of equivalent Grade/Class registered with Central Government 
/M.E.S/Railways for execution of civil works on production of definite proof from the appropriate 
authority. The bidders may submit bids for any or all of the following works.

1. Name of the works :- Civil Construction works under M.I. Division, Balangir for 
the year 2026-27

2. Total No. of works. :- 06(Six) Nos.
3. Estimated Cost. :- Varies from Rs. 100.41 lakh to 122.76 lakh (Approximately)
4. Class of Contractor :- Class “B & A”
5. Period of completion :- Refer DTCN
6. Date & time of Availability of 

Bid Document in the Portal for 
online bidding.

:- From 13.07.2026 at 10.00 A.M. to 22.07.2026 up to 5.00 
PM.

7. Last date/Time for receipt of 
Bid only in ONLINE.

:- 22.07.2026 up to 5.00 P.M.

8. Date and place of Opening of
Technical Bid.

:- 23.07.2026 at 11.00 A.M. at Office of the Additional 
Chief Engineer, Balangir M.l, Circle, Balangir.

9. Date/ Time of Opening of Fi-
nancial Bid

:- To be intimated through website/E-mail after evaluation 
of Technical Bid.

10. Date of Transparent Lottery (if 
cases arise).

:- To be intimated through website/E-mail after evaluation 
of Financial Bid.

11. Name & Address of the Officer 
Inviting the Bid.

:- Office of the Additional Chief Engineer, Balangir M.I 
Circle, Balangir, Near Sub-Collector Office, Women’s 
College Chowk, Dist. -Balangir, Pin-767001, E-mail ID:- 
acemicbalangir2023@gmail.com

Further details can be seen from the “e” Procurement Portal https://tendersodisha.gov.in
OIPR- 32001/32347/1/26-27/0004              Sd/- Chief Engineer, Balangir M.I. Circle, Balangir
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Indian Express is not an  
industry. It is a mission.

— Ramnath Goenka

NIJJAR PROBE EXPOSES 
THE HIGH COST OF 

PREMATURE BLAME

N
EW Delhi appeared vindicated last week after reports 
emerged that a US-led investigation found no evidence 
linking Indian government agents to the 2023 killing of  
Khalistani separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada. 
The investigation reportedly traced the intelligence  

input to communications involving a rogue R&AW officer who 
had allegedly plotted the murder of  Gurpatwant Singh  
Pannun, another Khalistani separatist based in the US. After 
the conspiracy surfaced, the officer was taken into custody and 
his associate pleaded guilty in the US. Investigators then  
followed the evidence across multiple jurisdictions. Their  
findings reportedly concluded that the Nijjar assassination 
was ordered by gangsters Lawrence Bishnoi and Satinderjeet 
Singh alias Goldy Brar, not by the Indian state. Bishnoi  
remains in an Indian jail, while Brar is a fugitive.

The findings cast the diplomatic rupture that followed in a 
different light. Then Canadian prime minister Justin Trudeau 
chose to publicly accuse India before the evidentiary record 
had been established, raising the issue with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi during the G20 summit in New Delhi. The al-
legations triggered an unprecedented breakdown in bilateral 
ties, with relations improving only after Trudeau left office. 
His successor, Mark Carney, has rightly sought to prevent one 
issue from holding the relationship hostage. Significantly, his 
government has identified violent Khalistani extremism as a 
national security concern, while the Canadian Security Intel-
ligence Service has maintained the distinction between lawful 
advocacy for a separate Khalistan and violent extremism.

India has consistently argued that countries must work to-
gether against violent extremism and transnational criminal 
networks, irrespective of  ideology. The reported findings 
broadly reinforce that position. They also underline a princi-
ple that extends beyond this case. Intelligence may warrant 
investigation, but it cannot substitute for proof. Democracies 
undermine both the rule of  law and diplomacy when allega-
tions harden into official conclusions before the evidence is 
tested. If  the findings withstand scrutiny, they vindicate New 
Delhi’s long-standing insistence that conclusions must follow 
facts—not political expediency. The larger challenge, for India 
and its partners alike, remains dismantling the criminal net-
works that exploit extremist causes for violence and profit.

Q U I C K  TA K E

THE HEIGHT OF HARM

a new American study finds that rising SUV hood heights have 
contributed to thousands of  pedestrian deaths over the past 
two decades. Average SUV hood heights have increased by 

11 to 24 percent in this period, placing the point of  impact above 
a pedestrian’s centre of  gravity. Instead of  rolling onto the hood, 
victims are thrown onto the road. Taller front ends also create 
larger blind spots that make children and shorter adults harder 
to see. The findings deserve attention in India, where SUVs  
now account for well over 50 percent of  new passenger vehicle 
sales and feature taller front ends. Stronger pedestrian-safety 
standards should keep pace with this market shift.
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Pushing context
Ref: Explainer on India (Jul 12). The point 
about explainer culture flattening complex 
subjects into bite-sized takeaways is well 
made. Genuine understanding needs context, 
not just facts served fast. Schools and 
newsrooms can help by pairing explainers 
with longer reads for those wanting depth, 
rather than assuming audiences want 
everything condensed to a reel. 
Abbharna Barathi, Chennai

Power play
Politics has become pure entertainment. 
Neither actors nor the audience seem to 
take it seriously. Didi appears to engage in 
cinematic bids to evoke sympathy across 
state Assembly elections. Vijay, on the other 
hand, resorts to theatrical gestures in the 
Assembly to thwart the movie-like dialogues 
of Udayanithi. On a typical day, politicians 
are putting Orwellian fiction to shame.
G Nataraja Perumal, Tenkasi

Public accountability
Ref: Republic of recurring surprises (Jul 12). 
Mumbai’s floods return every monsoon, 
yet planning starts afresh each time. 
There is a severe lack of accountability for 
unimplemented duties. Committees should 
be judged on execution, not formation. 
A public dashboard tracking disaster 
management proposals against actual 
completion would bring some discipline.  
A Senthil Kumar, email

Amma’s tunes
Ref: Janaki Amma special (Jul 12). The 
passing away of Janaki Amma, undoubtedly 
is a monumental loss to Indian film music. 
She was a rare-breed singer whose diction 
and rendition were in perfect harmony in 
most of the songs she sang.
Krishnaprasad S, Palakkad

Fuel distress
Ref: Ethanol swindle (The New Sunday 
Express Magazine, Jul 12). The government 
seems to be misguiding the people by 
selectively mentioning only the benefits, 
concealing the entire story including long-
term financial losses to vehicle owners. 
V Padmanabhan, Bengaluru

Identity politics
Ref: Fodder scam shadow on Bankipur  
(Jul 12). The report indubitably corroborates 
that casteism is inseparably blended with 
our politics and no party can claim immunity 
from this anomaly. Our politicos, instead 
of eradicating casteism from the country, 
nefariously jeopardise national interests.
Thomas K M, email

ARENTING experts, femi-
nists, celebrities and regular 
people all seem to be having a 
field day declaring their views 
on Ketan and Siya. Some opin-
ions put the blame squarely 
on her  family and ‘defend’ 

her as a helpless girl. Aren’t they forget-
ting that Siya allegedly made a con-
scious choice, helped by a man, her boy-
friend Chetan? Some appalling posts by 
women even said that Ketan deserved 
it. This  attitude does not help the cause 
of  women in India. It only makes any 
number of  men close ranks. There are 
already several videos out there by out-
raged men, condemning ‘feminists’.

But can we deny there are men and 
women who seem born with ‘asuric’  
natures, who take naturally to deceit and 
do not think things through? Who  
possess a destructive combination of  
guile and stupidity? Have we not seen 
both nice people and wicked people in 
the same family?  It is normal to express 
shock and horror about such gruesome 
events, and introspection about society 
is healthy. But to generalise wildly and 
shame a family before the courts can re-
view the facts and pass a reasoned judge-
ment seems like trial by media and so-
cial media. I am uncomfortable with it.

If  we would like a bit of  perspective, 
perhaps we could cast our minds back to 
seventh-century India. Human nature 
seems unchanged, as many modern inci-
dents attest, from the days of  the Dasha 
Kumara Charita or the Adventures of  
Ten Princes. It is a Sanskrit storybook by 
one Dandin, with several English trans-
lations. Unlike other ancient books fo-
cusing on gods and kings, Dandin’s work 
realistically depicts the lives of  ordinary 
men and women in ancient India. The 
supernatural plays only an occasional 
part—but consider that the ‘supernatu-
ral’ remains an element of  the natural 
order of  things even today.

There are stories in Dasha Kumara 
Charita about good and bad people, both 
men and women. The female characters 
fall into several categories rather than 
simple binaries of  ‘good’ and ‘bad’. The 
stories paint women across a spectrum of  
morality, from devoted heroines to schem-
ing tricksters. This includes tales of  
wives who deceive, betray or conspire 
against their husbands, plotting to do 
away with their spouses for illicit lovers.

In particular, the tale of  Dhumini is 
considered an extremely dark story 
about human proclivities and their con-

sequences. It is told by a demon to 
prince Mitragupta to prove a cynical 
point about human nature. In passing, 
‘Dhumini’ means ‘dark smoke’, an ap-
propriate choice of  name for a frighten-
ing character in a stark story.

The demon catches Mitragupta and 
discusses existential questions, like the 
Yaksha in the Mahabharata. The Q&A 
goes: What is wicked? A woman’s heart 
(this view is in this story, there are other 
stories about decent and wise women). 
What enables the welfare of  a house-
holder? A wife’s good qualities. What  
is love? Imagination. What helps in  
accomplishing difficult things? Wisdom. 
The illustrative tales follow.

Dhumini’s tale goes that in Trigarta, 
a Himalayan kingdom, there lived 
three brothers named Dhanaka, Dhaan-
yaka and Dhanyaka. When a terrible 
famine fell on them, they first devoured 
grain and cattle. To Dhanyaka’s horror, 
his two older brothers then ate their 
own wives. When they turned to eat 
Dhumini, the wife of  Dhanyaka, he  
escaped with her to the forest from 
these humans-turned-cannibals.

Out there, they found the badly muti-
lated victim of  a crime with missing 

limbs, ears and nose. Dhanyaka fed him 
berries and applied medicinal herbs on 
his wounds, before going in search of  
food. Left alone with the cripple, Dhu-
mini was overcome by desire for him. 
She forced the disabled man to satisfy 
her. When Dhanyaka returned, she pre-
tended she had a headache and asked 
him to fetch water. When he went to a 
well some distance away, she followed 
him to push him in, and ran away to 
Avanti in the plains, carrying the cripple. 
Everyone thought the cripple was her 
husband and that she was a noble  
pativrata selflessly taking care of  him. 
Touched by her seeming plight, the king 
of  Avanti gave her money. Meanwhile, 
Dhumini’s husband was rescued by some 
passers-by and chanced upon his way to 
Avanti, where he went around begging 
for alms. Catching sight of  him, Dhumini 
raised an outcry that Dhanyaka was the 
one who had crippled her ‘husband’.

Dhanyaka was declared guilty and sen-
tenced to death. When the executioners 
marched him to the gallows, he pleaded, 
“Gentlemen, I beg of  you! Please ask that 
handicapped man just once, if  it was in-
deed I who cut off  his limbs. If  he says 
yes, then certainly hang me.” Mercifully, 
they agreed. The cripple, a sorry survi-
vor who was not evil at heart, revealed 
how Dhanyaka had saved him from death 
and cared for him with kindness by giv-
ing him food and herbal medicines. He 
also disclosed Dhumini’s vileness and 
that he had felt too helpless to combat it. 
When the king got to know of  these sor-
did facts, he was rightly enraged. He or-
dered that Dhanyaka be freed and Dhu-
mini be mutilated for her crimes. She fled 
the city after her punishment, howling in 
disgrace. In reparation, the king be-
stowed land and money on Dhanyaka, 
who began a new life in Avanti.

This unlovely story did not lose its 
impact when retold down the ages in 
other languages. Don’t you think the 
Dasha Kumara Charita is worth a look 
even today for the hard reality check  
it offers on the dark side of  human  
nature, irrespective of  gender?

� (Views are personal)
� (shebaba09@gmail.com)
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DHUMINI’S DARK LESSON

H W 
Longfellow

It takes less time to do a thing right, than 
it does to explain why you did it wrong

C
ONTROVERSY has long shadowed the Association of  
Malayalam Movie Artists (AMMA), formed in 1994 to 
support ailing actors in the Malayalam film industry 
through welfare schemes. Yet the association has repeat-
edly found itself  in the spotlight for internal conflicts, 

public disputes and questions over its credibility. The last 
decade has been especially turbulent. The 2017 actor assault 
case marked a turning point, with Dileep’s arrest dividing the 
association and exposing sharp fault lines within its leader-
ship and membership. Since then, regaining the trust of  ac-
tors and the wider public has remained an uphill task. Sev-
eral prominent women, including Parvathy, resigned, citing 
what they described as anti-women positions. More female 
actors followed, alleging favouritism, sexism and an unwill-
ingness to address their concerns. The Justice Hema Com-
mittee report, published in 2024, laid bare allegations of  wide-
spread sexual misconduct in the Malayalam film industry, 
dealing another blow to AMMA. The fallout led to the resigna-
tion of  the executive committee headed by actor Mohanlal.

Against this backdrop, the election of  Shwetha Menon as the 
first woman president raised hopes of  a fresh beginning. With 
several women elected to key positions, many believed the as-
sociation had an opportunity to restore stability and confidence. 
Those expectations, however, quickly faded. Ansiba, elected 
unopposed as an office-bearer, resigned, alleging financial ir-
regularities and unfair treatment. Her claims of  Islamophobia 
and being called “jihadi” drew counter-allegations, widening 
the dispute. Shwetha Menon announced her resignation, saying 
she did not wish to be anybody’s “puppet”, before later with-
drawing it. The matter is now before the Kerala High Court.

The latest episode, however, points to a deeper institutional 
problem. Over the past decade, controversies have outlived 
different office-bearers, executive committees and even a  
historic change in leadership. The new leadership, elected on 
a promise of  renewal, has itself  become caught in disputes 
over financial transparency and internal functioning. When 
successive leaderships end in controversy, the problem can no 
longer be explained away as one of  personalities alone.

The recent general body meeting also reflected a growing 
demand among members for greater accountability, with fi-
nances and decision-making coming under closer scrutiny. The 
court may settle the legal issues, but it cannot restore AMMA’s 
credibility. Only transparent governance, financial accounta-
bility and genuine internal democracy can ensure that an in-
dustry celebrated for producing some of  India’s finest cinema 
is represented by an organisation worthy of  its reputation.

FOR AMMA, REFORM  
CANNOT WAIT LONGER
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Dandin’s storybooks achieve a 
realistic depiction of ordinary 
life in ancient India. While 
associating most of his characters 
with a spectrum of personalities, 
Dhumini stands out with her 
traits of betrayal and deception—
offering a hard reality check on 
human nature’s dark side

temple dedicated to Maryada 
Purushottama Sri Rama must 
itself  become an institution  
upholding maryada—right-
eousness and rectitude. Who, 
in their right mind, would cavil 
or quarrel with such an expec-

tation? Yet the controversy erupting over 
the Ramjanmabhumi temple chanda 
chori or dacoity of  offerings, partly  
acknowledged but much more alleged, 
reminds us of  the huge gap between  
proclaimed ideals and actual practice.

Even in the holiest of  our shrines. But 
tell me, which important shrine, irre-
spective of  religious affiliation or de-
nomination, has been wholly free of  al-
legations, controversies, scams, scandals 
or incidents of  violence or lawlessness? 
Extend this question beyond Hindu tem-
ples to the holiest of  the holies of  other 
faith traditions, whether it is Harmandir 
Sahib, Mecca or the Vatican itself.

None, I am afraid, has been exempt.
About the Ayodhya Ram temple scandal, 

much has already been written, and far 
more spoken. The irregularities, to put it 
mildly, have cast a shadow over India’s most 
visible temple. Predictably, the issue has  
degenerated into partisan mudslinging.

The Opposition has seized upon it to 
embarrass the ruling dispensation. The 
BJP and the larger Sangh Parivar will 
undoubtedly strive to contain the dam-
age, restore public confidence and rec-
tify whatever has gone wrong. Televi-
sion studios, digital platforms and social 
media have all done what they do best: 
amplify outrage, apportion blame and 
deepen existing political divides.

None of  this is surprising.
For the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya is no 

ordinary place of  worship. It is the cul-
mination of  one of  independent India’s 
most significant religious and cultural 
movements. For millions, it symbolises 
not merely the construction of  a mag-
nificent shrine but the rectification of  
what they regarded as a long-standing 
historical wrong. The emotional invest-
ment in Ayodhya, therefore, extends far 
beyond architecture or ritual. Any stain 
on its reputation inevitably wounds the 
sentiments of  countless devotees.

What is more, the Ramjanmabhumi 
Movement and the subsequent return 
of  Sri Rama to his birth city and the 
capital of  his kingdom, many would 
agree, propelled the BJP to power in 
both Uttar Pradesh and, soon after the 
Centre. Now, those plotting their defeat 
hope that it is the same Ram Mandir 
that will bring about their downfall.

I wish, therefore, to steer clear of  the 
beaten track and offer a rather different 

way of  looking at this unhappy episode.
Every public controversy in India now 

seems destined to become a partisan con-
test. The first question invariably asked 
is: who stands to gain politically? A more 
useful question is different: what should 
we learn institutionally and morally?

Democracies do not mature merely by 
changing governments; they mature by im-
proving institutions. Civilisations endure 
not because they are free of  humiliations or 
setbacks but because they possess the ca-
pacity for self-correction and re-invention. 
If  the present controversy prompts us to re-
think how our most sacred institutions 
ought to be governed, posterity may judge 
it less by the allegations themselves than by 
the reforms they eventually inspired.

If  the allegations are proven true, 

what has occurred is not merely an ad-
ministrative lapse. It is a breach of  trust. 
The issue is not simply financial impro-
priety or managerial incompetence. It 
concerns fidelity to the very ideals em-
bodied by Lord Rama himself. This is so 
obvious that few, on either side of  the 
political spectrum, would deny it.

Sri Rama, revered as Maryada Purush-
ottama, the supreme exemplar of  right-
eousness, restraint, propriety and duty, 
is worshipped not only because he was 
victorious. But because he exercised 
power in the service of  justice, fulfilled 
all his duties and subordinated personal 
interest, even conjugal happiness, to up-
hold larger moral obligation.

It follows that a temple dedicated to him 
cannot be judged solely by the grandeur 

of  its architecture or the scale of  its rev-
enues. It must also be judged by the integ-
rity of  those entrusted with its care.

For years, many Hindus have argued 
that Hindu temples deserve greater au-
tonomy and less governmental interfer-
ence. Whether one agrees entirely with 
that position or not, one principle surely 
follows. Greater autonomy must be 
matched by greater accountability.

Sacred institutions cannot ask to be 
trusted while resisting scrutiny. Trans-
parency is not the enemy of  faith; it is 
one of  its strongest allies.

Indeed, Hindu civilisation has always 
possessed within itself  the resources for 
ethical renewal. Dharma is not merely rit-
ual observance; it’s righteous conduct. Tem-
ple wealth has never been meant to enrich 
individuals but to sustain worship, serve 
pilgrims and advance the larger good.

The Ram temple, indeed Hindu society, 
now has an unprecedented opportunity. Out 
of  the present embarrassment can emerge 
a new benchmark for temple administra-
tion in India. Indeed, faith has nothing to 
fear, but everything to gain, from honesty.

Not that this is only a Hindu concern. 
Every religious community in India, every 
public institution, confronts the same chal-
lenge: how to ensure that power remains 
accountable and trust is never taken for 
granted. The Ram Mandir occupies a 
uniquely visible place in the nation’s imagi-
nation. Precisely because expectations are 
so high, its standards must be higher still.

The true triumph of  the Ram Mandir 
movement will not be measured only by 
the temple that has been built, but by the 
institutional apparatus that preserves 
and safeguards the faith of  millions. 
That is why the greatest opportunity 
presented by this unhappy controversy 
is one that few are yet discussing.

Hindu temples must become models of  
integrity, transparency, public service and 
ethical leadership. If  Ayodhya can show 
the way, the present moment, painful 
though it is, may yet mark not the diminu-
tion of  a great national achievement but 
the beginning of  its moral fulfillment.

As a Ram bhakt and Hindu, I want our 
temples to be the cleanest, most honest 
and best managed. They should be an 
example to all other communities, not 
lag behind pitifully. That is what belong-
ing to the majority community means.

And let the Ramjanmabhumi temple 
show the way. Let the custodians of  the 
temple do whatever it takes to ensure 
this. That will not only serve as the pra-
yashchita or atonement, but also as res-
titution exceeding the crime.

� (Views are personal)
�  (On X @MakrandParanspe)
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The true test of any iconic institution is not whether scandal strikes,  
but whether it responds with transparency, accountability  

and reforms that restore people’s confidence
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Yogi Adityanath @myogiadityanath

I will appeal to the people of the state - become a part 
of ‘Tree Plantation Mahayagya-2026’... In this Mahay-
agya, wherever you are, plant a tree and protect it...

Akhilesh Yadav @yadavakhilesh

If this state persists due to corruption, passengers will 
think twice—forty times over—before setting out on a 
40-min journey. If speed isn’t safe, it means nothing.

Pawan Khera @Pawankhera

Gyanesh Kumar Gupta’s wisdom and brilliance have 
now become the talk of the United Nations. What a 
proud moment for the entire country. 
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I N S I D E R  T R A C K

The great seating switch
The forthcoming Monsoon Session of Parliament will witness a 
striking change in the Rajya Sabha, where political allegiances may 
be reflected in both debate and seating arrangements. Three former 
Trinamool Congress members—Sushmita Dev, Sukhendu Sekhar Roy 
and Prakash Chik Baraik—are expected to return as BJP MPs after 
resigning their Rajya Sabha seats and joining the party. Rewarded 
with Rajya Sabha nominations within hours of induction, they will 
move from the Opposition to the Treasury benches, defending the 
government against former colleagues. “Politics has no permanent 
friends or enemies,” remarked a senior BJP leader, adding their 
arrival would further strengthen the NDA’s numerical position there.

Four ministers under spotlight
Whether they are reshuffled, moved to organisational 
responsibilities or retained in the Cabinet, only time will tell. Four 
BJP ministers in the Modi government have repeatedly found 
themselves in the spotlight in recent months, often placing the 
government in awkward and embarrassing positions over various 
issues. Party circles are abuzz with speculation that they may 
gradually be shifted to organisational roles, where their election 
management and policy experience could be better utilised. If 
retained, the Opposition is expected to continue using their 
controversies as political ammunition. The BJP’s record suggests 
ministers rarely resign immediately, preferring instead to sideline 
them during Cabinet reshuffles after controversies subside, 
depending on the political situation.

No more digital maze
The PMO has strongly flagged outdated ministry and department 
websites, telling secretaries that many portals remain stuck in a 
time warp, with sections left untouched for years. Officials 
reportedly struggle to navigate them, let alone ordinary citizens. 
The message is clear: simplify, modernise and design websites for 
the aam aadmi rather than only for those familiar with bureaucratic 
systems. The PMO has indicated that a digital makeover should 
focus on cleaner design, updated content and easier navigation. At 
present, users searching for subsidy details under the Prime 
Minister’s Employment Generation Programme or information on 
setting up a vehicle manufacturing unit often find themselves lost 
in an online treasure hunt.

Rahul’s absence a talking point
As the INDIA bloc prepares for a stormy Monsoon Session, the 
absence of Congress leader and Lok Sabha LoP Rahul Gandhi has 
become a talking point. “Missing Rahul Gandhi” posters across parts 
of Delhi have fuelled speculation, while even senior Congress 
leaders admit they are unaware of his schedule. Insiders, however, 
expect him to return from a foreign visit shortly before Parliament 
convenes on July 20. His absence has deprived the party of its 
principal rallying point as infighting intensifies in Punjab and Goa, 
while the Chhatron Ki Goonj campaign remains on hold. With 
shifting Opposition equations, leaders privately concede that 
Gandhi’s absence has complicated coordination and affected 
morale within the INDIA bloc.

Sacred relics in mission mode
As part of its cultural diplomacy initiative, 
the Centre has increasingly begun sending 
sacred relics of Lord Buddha abroad for 
international exhibitions and festivals. 
Sources said the step has emerged as a 
powerful medium for spreading the 
message of global peace and harmony, 
highlighting Buddha’s teachings on non-
violence, compassion, and inner awakening 
amid growing uncertainty. The trend has 
encouraged several states and Union 
Territories to seek similar exhibitions within India. An exposition of 
the Holy Relics of Tathagata was held in Ladakh in April. Arunachal 
Pradesh, home to the iconic Tawang Monastery, has now requested 
the Centre for a similar exhibition in the state.

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e  @ New Delhi

Marking a significant mile-
stone in deepening transport 
cooperation among member 
countries, the 3rd BRICS trans-
port ministers’ meeting con-
cluded in Nagpur under India’s 
BRICS chairship 2026. A resolu-
tion on infrastructure circular-
ity and other areas was adopted 
during the meeting.

The ministerial declaration 
was unanimously adopted, out-
lining shared ideas and a frame-
work for collaboration on cir-
cularity in infrastructure, 
Sustainable Aviation Fuel 
(SAF), Transport Decarbonisa-
tion, Urban Mobility Hub, Lo-
gistics Supply Chain Coopera-
tion and BRICS  Railway 
Research Network, according 
to an official release.

The ministerial meeting, 
held on Saturday, was preceded 
by the 3rd BRICS Transport 
Working Group (TWG) Senior 
Officials’ Meeting on July 9-10, 
during which senior officials 
finalised the agenda outcomes. 
The communique stated that 
with a consensus and a partici-

pative approach, the transport 
ministers and heads of  delega-
tion were able to conclude the 
declaration, which captured 
collective commitment across 
all the priority areas.

The deliberations reflected 
the spirit of  BRICS, of  mutual 
respect, equality and consen-
sus, it added.

Union Minister of  Road 
Transport and Highways Nitin 
Gadkari thanked all  the  
members of  the delegation for 
their support in achieving the 
successful outcome of  the min-
isterial meeting.

“India expressed its appreci-
ation for the constructive en-
gagement and valuable contri-
butions of  all BRICS member 
countries, whose collective ef-
forts enabled the successful 
conclusion of  the meeting.  
India also reaffirmed its com-
mitment to ensuring a smooth 
transition of  these initiatives 
to the successive BRICS chair-
ship,” the release said. It added 
that the meeting brought  
together transport ministers, 
senior officials and technical 
experts from BRICS member 
countries.

The four-day programme, 
comprising the senior officials’ 
meeting, the transport minis-
ters’ meeting and bilateral  
engagements, also featured  
cultural presentations show-
casing the rich diversity of  
BRICS nations.

The meet provided a valuable 
platform to deepen mutual  
understanding, foster people-
to-people connections, and 
strengthen both interpersonal 
and institutional ties among 
the participating delegations, 
the release added.

p r e e t h a  n a i r  @ New Delhi

As the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) examining the 
Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhish-
than (VBSA) Bill, 2025, is set to 
adopt its report on July 17, sev-
eral stakeholders, including Op-
position parties, NDA-ruled 
states such as Andhra Pradesh, 
universities, and industry bod-
ies have raised concerns in their 
submissions over provisions to 
grant sweeping powers to the 
Centre to override policy disa-
greements, supersede regula-
tors and control funding.

The VBSA bill proposes a re-
set of  higher education by es-
tablishing a new central regu-
latory framework that replaces 
bodies such as UGC, AICTE, 
and NCTE with VBSA and 
three councils. Key clauses on 
central powers include Clause 
45, which gives the power to the 
Centre to issue directions. Bod-
ies under the Act must follow 
Centre’s directions on policy 
matters. If  there is disagree-
ment on what constitutes a pol-
icy issue, the Centre’s decision 
is deemed final. The govern-
ment can also assign additional 
functions to the commission.

In her submission, TMC MP 
Sagarika Ghose said the pro-
posed single regulator concen-
trates excessive powers in the 

Union government and under-
mines federal structure. State 
governments, public universi-
ties, and elected bodies must 
have statutory representation 
and decision-making powers.

Under Clause 47, if  the Cen-
tre believes the VBSA commis-
sion or councils have failed in 
their duties or ignored direc-
tions, it can supersede them. 

This involves removing the 
chairperson, members, and the 
government taking over func-
tions until reconstitution.

In its submission, ASSO-
CHAM said excessive concen-
tration of  authority may erode 
institutional trust and generate 
constitutional litigation. “Insu-
late academic standards and 
institutional autonomy from 
excessive executive discretion,” 
it said. The body said the bill 
enables foreign universities in 
India and Indian universities 
abroad, but does not expressly 
state a level-playing-field prin-
ciple. Clause 49 prevails over 
conflicting laws, including state 
acts or prior regulations like 
the UGC Act, 1956, AICTE Act, 
1987, the NCTE Act, 1993, giving 
central oversight precedence in 
higher education standards 
and coordination.

Congress MP Digvijay Singh 
said the UGC Act, 1956, was en-
acted when education was a 
subject in the State List. The 
parliamentary deliberations, 
which formed the basis for the 
UGC Act, 1956, make it clear 
that establishment of  a central 
mechanism for determination 
of  standards was not considered 
an infringement of  state rights 
but as a constitutional responsi-
bility to address the absence of  
a common framework.

Andhra’s reservations
The Andhra Pradesh 
government said that a single 
rotating member representing 
the entire state and UT system 
in the common regulator is a 
significant regression from the 
State representation provided 
under the AICTE Act and NCTE 
Act. This is inconsistent with 
federal character of education 
under the Concurrent List.

r a j e s h  k u m a r  t h a k u r  @ New Delhi

The BJP on Sunday said Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s re-
cent visit to three countries 
had achieved several key mile-
stones in the economic and in-
vestment sectors and fired a 
fresh salvo against Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi over his 
alleged remarks against India.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party headquarters, 
BJP MP and national spokes-
person Sambit Patra highlight-
ed the outcomes of  the Prime 
Minister’s visits to New Zea-
land, Australia and Indonesia.

The party also took a dig at 
the Congress, saying that Aus-
tralia, during the UPA govern-
ment, had denied supplying 
uranium to India in 2010. 
“But now, during PM 
Modi’s visit to Austral-
ia, a significant agree-
ment has been reached 
between India and Aus-
tralia regarding urani-
um supply. Under this 
agreement, Australia will 
now supply uranium to India,” 
he claimed.

Patra further said that India 
has signed agreements with 35 
countries under PM Narendra 
Modi’s leadership in the field 
of  rare earth elements and crit-
ical minerals.

Highlighting the outcomes 
of  the PM’s three-nation tour, 

Patra said India had signed im-
portant agreements on defence 
and maritime cooperation, 
while a Comprehensive Strate-
gic Partnership (CSP) had been 
signed between India and Aus-
tralia. While outlining the 
achievements of  the PM’s re-
cent several foreign visits, Pat-
ra also launched a strong attack 

on Rahul Gandhi, accusing 
him of  acting like an 

agent of  China and 
making statements 
against India.

In a veiled attack on 
the Congress, Patra al-

leged, “A few days ago, Ra-
hul went to the Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands acting like an 
agent of  China and made state-
ments against India there.” He 
further mocked the Congress 
leader, saying the PM had re-
turned after securing victories 
for the country, while Rahul 
Gandhi, currently abroad, must 
be “conspiring” behind closed 
doors against India.

e x p r e s s  n e w s  s e r v i c e  @ New Delhi

The Election Commission of  
India (EC) has issued instruc-
tions for all new applicants 
seeking enrolment in the elec-
toral rolls to furnish their par-
ents’ Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) details along with Form 6, 
officials said.

The declaration, introduced 
during the Bihar SIR exercise 
launched in June last year, has 
been made mandatory 
through EC instructions 
without essentially 
amending Form 6, re-
quired to be filled to get 
enrolled as new voters.

The officials said new 
voters applying under 
Form 6 is required to submit 
the declaration, a practice re-
flected in the daily SIR bulle-
tins issued during the Bihar 
revision exercise. Applicants 
filing Form 6 online cannot 
complete registration without 
filling in the declaration.

According to EC officials, the 
requirement helps map new 
electors with existing records, 
reducing the number of  sup-
porting documents that the ap-
plicants need to submit.

Meanwhile, the poll panel 
has defended the SIR process, 
rejecting concerns raised by 
United Nations Special Rappor-
teurs over its transparency and 
fairness. The officials main-
tained that the exercise is con-
stitutional, transparent and 
has received backing of  the Su-
preme Court.

The Commission said the ob-
jective of  the SIR is to ensure 
that all eligible Indian citizens 

are included in the electoral 
rolls while removing du-

plicate, deceased, shift-
ed, absent and foreign 
electors to improve the 
accuracy of  voter lists.

Responding to allega-
tions of  large-scale dele-

tion of  minority voters, in-
cluding claims relating to 
Nandigram in West Bengal, of-
ficials denied any bias and said 
the revision process provides 
adequate opportunities for af-
fected voters to challenge exclu-
sions and seek corrections.

The EC’s response comes af-
ter UN Special Rapporteurs, in 
a recent communication to the 
Centre, expressed concerns 
that the SIR process lacked suf-
ficient transparency.

BRICS ministers adopt resolution on 
sustainable infra in transport sector

NDA allies, industry object 
to Centre’s role in edu bill

BJP takes a dig at Cong, 
says Modi’s foreign visits 
making up for UPA misses

Parents’ SIR records made 
mandatory to ease new 
voters’ registration: EC

States feel VBSA bill gives overriding powers to Union government‘Pact on defence, maritime 
cooperation signed’
Highlighting outcomes of the 
PM’s three-nation tour, Patra said 
that India had signed agreements 
on defence and maritime 
cooperation. A Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership (CSP) had 
also been signed between India 
and Australia, he said.

v i s m ay  b a s u  @ New Delhi

India’s higher education sys-
tem has crossed a new thresh-
old, with total enrolment reach-
ing 4.50 crore students in 
2023-24. The striking shift is 
that women gross enrolment 
ratio (GER) has risen to 31.2% 
compared to 28.9% for men, a 
trend that has continued for 
seven years, according to the 
latest All India Survey on High-
er Education (AISHE).

The survey found that female 
students account for 49.7% of  
total higher education enrol-
ment. GER for all students aged 
18-23 years reached 30% in 2023-
24, compared with 23.7 in  
2014-15. The rise shows wider 
access to colleges over the past 
decade, though the country re-
mains below the National Edu-
cation Policy target of  50% 
GER by 2035.

Higher education expansion 
has largely happened at the un-
dergraduate level. About 76.8% 
of  students are enrolled in un-
dergraduate programmes, 
while postgraduate courses ac-
count for 12.9%. Arts remains 
the largest stream with 32.1% 
of  undergraduate enrolment, 
followed by science at 13.5%, 

engineering and technology at 
12.9%, and commerce at 12%. 

The growth has reached dis-
advantaged communities. SC 
enrolment increased to 69.7 
lakh students in 2023-24, rising 
51.4% since 2014-15. ST enrol-
ment reached 28.8 lakh, a 75.7% 
increase over the same period. 
OBC enrolment rose to 1.8 
crore, accounting for 40.1% of  
total enrolment.

The rise among women from 
these groups has been faster. 
ST female enrolment more than 
doubled since 2014-15, increas-
ing by 101.8%, while SC female 
enrolment rose 66.9%. India 

now has 59,553 higher educa-
tion institutions participating 
in AISHE, including 1,278 uni-
versities, 46,468 colleges and 
11,787 standalone institutions. 
Government universities still 
account for most university en-
rolment at 68.1%.

Access remains uneven 
across regions. Bengaluru Ur-
ban has the highest number  
of  colleges with 1,148, followed 
by Jaipur with 742, Pune with 
517 and Hyderabad with 465. In-
dia had 17.3 lakh teachers in 
higher education in 2023-24, 
with women making up 44.9% 
of  faculty. Female teachers in-

creased to 7.8 lakh from 5.7 lakh 
in 2014-15. The pupil-teacher ra-
tio for regular higher education 
stood at 22.

India’s higher education 
growth has coincided with wid-
er digital access and policy 
changes. The Ministry of   
Education launched AISHE in 
2013 to create a regular data-
base after earlier higher educa-
tion statistics remained frag-
mented and irregular. The 
survey now collects informa-
tion across more than 1,000 
fields covering institutions, 
students, teachers, infrastruc-
ture and finances.

j i t e n d r a  c h o u b e y  @ New Delhi

After more than a week of  
rainfall across the country, the 
monsoon has now taken a 
break. A dry spell is expected to 
continue in Northwest, Cen-
tral, and Western India, as well 
as in Southern Peninsular In-
dia, for the upcoming week.

Meanwhile, the India Mete-
orological Department (IMD) 
has issued a flash flood warning 
for Assam and Meghalaya for 
the next day due to forecast of  
heavy rainfall in the regions.

The IMD has predicted sub-
dued rainfall activity over the 
plains of  Northwest, West-Cen-
tral, and South Peninsular In-
dia during the next 6-7 days. In 
its extended range forecast for 
the next two weeks, the IMD 
also anticipates subdued mon-
soon activities across the coun-
try, particularly in the Indo-
Gangetic plains, South India, 
and Northeast India.

So far, the country has re-
ceived 219.4 mm of  rainfall, 
compared to the normal 266.9 
mm, resulting in a cumulative 
deficit of  17.8% as of  July 12.

Rainfall deficits have been re-
corded across all regions: the 
east and Northeast have experi-

enced the highest deficit at 
37%, followed by the southern 
peninsula at 20%, the north-
west region at 9%, and central 
India at 5%. Experts warn that 
if  the dry spell continues, the 
deficit could worsen, negative-
ly impacting kharif  crops.

The absence of  rainfall is ex-
pected to lead to a hot and hu-
mid climate in most parts of  
the country. In the Delhi-NCR 
region, maximum tempera-
tures are forecasted to be above 
normal, ranging from 1.6°C to 
3.0°C. Additionally, heatwave 
conditions are likely in isolated 
pockets over Coastal Andhra 
Pradesh and Yanam, and hot 
and humid weather is expected 
to persist in Odisha and Tamil 

Nadu for the next two days.
In its daily bulletin, the IMD 

has indicated a risk of  moder-
ate flash floods in several wa-
tersheds in Assam and Megha-
laya, including the Cachar, N C 
Hills, East Garo Hills, East 
Khasi Hills, South Garo Hills, 
West Garo Hills, West Khasi 
Hills, and Jaintia Hills districts 
over the next 24 hours due to 
excess rainfall.

The IMD forecasts heavy 
rainfall in Eastern and North-
eastern India over the next 
three days. Bihar, Jharkhand, 
West Bengal, and Northeast In-
dia will get heavy rainfall in 
the next 2-3 days. East Uttar 
Pradesh will also see heavy 
rainfall in the next 4-5 days.

Higher edu stays women forte for seventh year

Monsoon halts in the tracks, 
dry spell expected this week

Social category Enrolment 
2023-24

Share in total 
enrolment

Change since 
2014-15

Scheduled Caste (SC) 69.7 lakh 15.5% 51.4% increase

Scheduled Tribe (ST) 28.8 lakh 6.4% 75.7% increase

Other Backward 
Classes (OBC)

Around  
1.8 crore

40.1% 60.2% increase

Minority students 33.3 lakh — 52.6% increase

Social category-wise enrolment in higher education

Women’s Gross 
Enrolment Ratio 
(GER) at 31.2, 
higher than the 
male GER of 28.9

GER for all students 
aged 18-23 years 
reached 30.0 in 
2023-24, compared 
with 23.7 in 2014-15

college
access
trends

Higher edu 
expansion 

largely at UG 
level, 76.8% 

of students 
enrolled in UG 

courses

ST female 
enrolment 
increased  

by 101.8%, 
while SC 
female 

enrolment 
rose 66.9%

Source: 
AISHE 

2023-24
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Delimitation buzz sparks 
fresh political chatter
Former CM Vasundhara Raje’s 
political journey continues to be the 
subject of intense speculation in BJP 
circles. In the latest twist, political 
gossip has shifted to the proposed 
delimitation exercise. A BJP-
affiliated study group’s report has 
recommended increasing 
Rajasthan’s Lok Sabha seats from 25 
to 37, with 12 constituencies 
proposed to be reserved for 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes. According to the report, 
Dushyant’s seat, considered a 
stronghold of the Raje family, could 
be reserved for ST candidates. 
Political observers say that if the 
Delimitation Commission eventually 
adopts a similar formula.

Wrong blood group 
mentioned for Dhankhar
A clerical error in an official medical 
communication concerning former 
V-P Jagdeep Dhankhar’s treatment 
in Jaipur has raised questions over 
administrative negligence. 
Fortunately, the mistake was 
detected in time. Sources say that as 
part of the medical protocol during 
Dhankhar’s treatment at a private 
hospital, an official letter was sent 
by the Chief Medical and Health 
Officer (CMHO), Jaipur to SMS 
Hospital for arranging a reserve unit 
of blood. But the letter mentioned 
Dhankhar’s blood group as O 
negative instead of A positive, even 
though Dhankhar’s secretary had 
specifically instructed officials to 
reserve A-positive blood.

Bhajan Lal got caught in 
Bhupendra’s whirlpool?
Gossip in Rajasthan is swirling 
around Union minister Bhupendra 
Yadav and CM Bhajan Lal Sharma, 
with many wondering whether the 
controversy surrounding Yadav could 
also create trouble for the CM. The 
buzz intensified after reports that 
officials linked to Yadav were 
removed following directions from 
the PMO, though the reasons remain 
undisclosed. Many claim PM Modi 
was upset over two incidents related 
to the Rajasthan refinery. The first 
was the postponement of its 
inauguration after a fire in April. The 
second was the planting of a peepal 
tree instead of a khejri tree during 
the July 4 inauguration, though Modi 
referred to the khejri in his speech.

A Thane court has acquitted a tennis coach 
accused of raping and impregnating a 14-year-

old student, taking into account the girl’s 
continued training with him without complaint.

A c q u i t t e d

of CRPF found dead at 
Kota railway stationjawan

1
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Diary

R a j e s h  A s n a n i
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rajesh.asnani@ 
newindianexpress.com

H a r p r e e t  B a j w a  @ Chandigarh

While wrapping up his New 
Zealand visit, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi underlined his 
government’s initiatives for 
Sikhs, who make up a sizeable 
part of  people of  Indian origin 
in the island country and main-
tain ties with Punjab, where 
state polls are due next year.

Addressing a diaspora event 
in Auckland on Saturday, Modi 
listed his government’s initia-
tives for the Sikhs, including 
airlifting Guru Granth Sahib 
out of  Taliban-controlled Af-
ghanistan, installing a 300-year-
old relic at Guru Gobind Singh’s 
birthplace in Patna, construc-
tion of  a ropeway to Hemkund 
Sahib to make the Himalayan 
pilgrimage easier and clear-
ance of  the Foreign Contribu-
tion (Regulation) Act (FCRA) 
for the Golden Temple.

“We love our motherland and 
dedicate ourselves equally to 
our karmbhoomi,” the PM said 
in the presence of  his New Zea-
land counterpart Christopher 
Luxon. He said his government 
is making sustained efforts to 
preserve and honour Sikh tra-
ditions, signalling how herit-
age diplomacy has become a 
core pillar of  India’s soft-power 
outreach. In Australia also, the 

PM reached out to the Sikhs by 
listing his government’s efforts 
for the community. Lauding 
Sikh gurus, Modi said when 
members of  the community 
brought up problems they faced 
in offering service at the Gold-
en Temple in connection with 
the FCRA, his government im-
mediately addressed them.  He 
said his government has re-
solved the difficulties faced by 
the Sikh community living 
abroad related to offering serv-
ice at the Amritsar temple.

The PM spoke of  the ongoing 
work to connect Hemkund Sa-
hib with a ropeway to make the 
holy place located at a high al-
titude more accessible to pil-
grims. “The government was 
constructing a ropeway to Hem-

kund Sahib,’’ he said.
Modi told the gathering about 

his government’s decision for 
the annual commemoration of  
the martyrdom of  Guru  
Gobind Singh’s sons on Decem-
ber 26 as Veer Bal Diwas. “The 
observance has helped intro-
duce children across the coun-
try to the sacrifice of  the Sa-
hibzadas and Mata Gujri,” he 
said. Modi noted that the fami-
ly of  his cabinet colleague Har-
deep Puri had preserved Jore 
Sahib associated with Guru 
Gobind Singh for 300 years af-
ter bringing them safely to Del-
hi during Partition.

In his 12 years in office, Modi 
has made repeated outreach to 
the Sikh community to deepen 
ties with Punjab.

N ARE   N D RA   S ET  H I  @ Dehradun

A probe into expenditure on 
the accommodation and meals 
of  VIP visitors at Kedarnath 
has confirmed financial irregu-
larities, prompting the Uttara-
khand government to order ac-
tion against the guilty officials 
and employees.

The inquiry was instituted 
by the Shri Badrinath-Kedar-
nath Temple Committee 
(BKTC) after documents ob-
tained under the Right to Infor-
mation Act raised questions 
over the alleged use of  temple 
funds for VIP hospitality.

Confir ming this, BKTC 
Chairman Hemant Dwivedi 
told this newspaper, “The in-
vestigation has been completed 
and its findings have been sub-
mitted to the state government. 
The government has directed 
action against the officials 
responsible.”

According to the RTI docu-
ments, around  `60,000 was 
shown as expenditure in the 
name of  BJP state secretary 
Neha Joshi, while more than 
`37,000 was linked to Kedar-
nath MLA Asha Nautiyal. The 
expenses were reportedly re-
lated to accommodation and 
meals during visits to the Hima-
layan shrine. Both leaders de-
nied the allegations and main-
tained that they had personally 
paid their expenses.

The Opposition had accused 

the authorities of  misusing do-
nations and offerings made by 
devotees. As the controversy in-
tensified, Dwivedi ordered the 
formation of  a four-member 
committee to scrutinise bills, 
records and payment proce-
dures connected with the al-
leged hospitality expenses. The 
inquiry found that, in certain 
cases, bills for the accommoda-
tion and meals of  VIP guests 
had been paid through the tem-
ple committee. It also noted 
that prescribed financial rules 
were not fully followed while 
processing the payments.

In a letter dated June 25, 2026, 
Deputy Secretary Anil Kumar 
Pandey asked the BKTC chief  
executive officer to initiate ac-
tion in accordance with rules.

“Prima facie, the release of  
advance money withdrawn 
from the temple fund without 
approval from the competent 

authority falls within the cate-
gory of  financial irregularity,” 
the government letter said.

The communication also 
questioned the roles of  the then 
Kedarnath administrator, the 
then chief  officer in charge at 
Kedarnath and the then BKTC 
chief  executive officer.

Uttarakhand Congress presi-
dent Ganesh Godiyal has de-
manded transparent proceed-
ings and stringent action 
against those found guilty.

Dwivedi said accountability 
would be fixed on the basis of  
the report. He added that meas-
ures would be taken to ensure 
that no irregularity involving 
temple funds or devotees’ faith 
recurs in the future.

Congress state spokesperson 
Mohan Kala criticised the mis-
use of  temple funds, saying any 
unauthorised expenditure 
would betray devotees’ faith.

M U K E S H  RA  N JA  N  @ Ranchi

Now, artificial intelligence 
(AI), machine learning (ML) 
and predictive analytics will be 
used to enhance surveillance 
over underground fire, which 
has been smoldering for dec-
ades at Jharia in Dhanbad.

To track these fires through 
advanced technology, Coal In-
dia Limited has signed an 
agreement with the Indian 
Space Research Organisation’s 
(ISRO’s) National Remote Sens-
ing Centre (NRSC) to develop 
an AI-powered satellite moni-
toring dashboard for coal mines 
across the country.

Jharia’s fire-affected areas 
are expected to benefit signifi-
cantly from the system, which 
will help detect under-
ground coal fires, assess 
their potential spread 
and enable continuous 
monitoring of  vulner-
able zones. The platform 
will leverage AI, ML, and 
predictive analytics to en-
hance surveillance.

The deal was announced by 
Coal India Limited, saying the 
initiative will improve the ac-
curacy, efficiency, and transpar-
ency of  mine monitoring.

“We are pleased to announce 

the signing of  a Memorandum 
of  Understanding (MoU) with 
the National Remote Sensing 
Centre (NRSC), Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO), 
Department of  Space, Govern-

ment of  India, for develop-
ing a satellite-based ge-
ospatial dashboard to 
support monitoring 
and visualization of  
mining activities across 

Coal India Limited,” 
Coal India Limited posted 

on social media platform X. 
The MoU was signed online 
during a programme held at 
NRSC, Hyderabad, with the 
Coal India team participating 
from our Corporate Office in 
Kolkata, it added.

New platform to use 
predictive analytics
Jharia’s fire-affected areas 
will benefit significantly from 
the system, which will help 
detect underground coal 
fires, assess their potential 
spread and enable 
continuous monitoring  
of vulnerable zones. The 
platform will leverage AI and 
predictive analytics for 
enhance surveillance

R a m a sh  a nk  a r  @ Patna

As controversy over the alleged 
theft of  donations at Ayodhya’s 
landmark Ram Mandir rages 
on, the theft of  centuries-old 
idols of  Hindu deities from a 
temple in Bihar’s Samastipur 
district has sparked a row.

Some unidentified thieves re-
portedly snuck into 24 Avatar 
Dham Chakoti Math under the 
Khanpur block and made off  
with 200-year-old ‘ashtadhatu’ 
(an eight-metal alloy) idols of  
Hindu gods Ram, Sita & Laksh-
man, gold ornaments, silver 
items and cash. The thieves 
also stole a golden bow and ar-
row, a gold-plated umbrella, sil-
ver crowns and cash from  
four donation boxes. The value 
of  the stolen items is reported-
ly estimated to be `1.5 crore  
in the market.

The incident came to light on 
Sunday morning, when the 
temple priest found the antique 
idols missing. After finding the 
sanctum sanctorum empty, he 
raised the alarm, drawing the 
attention of  local residents.

A police team from the 
Khanpur station rushed to the 
spot upon receiving informa-
tion about the theft. The cops 
have launched a probe, and 
they are currently scrutinising 
footage from the CCTV camer-
as installed on the premises to 
identify the accused.

The Khanpur police officials 
have assured timely action 
against the thieves.

Row over expenditure
According to the RTI documents, 
around  `60,000 was shown as 
expenditure in the name of BJP 
state secretary Neha Joshi, while 
more than `37,000 was linked to 
Kedarnath MLA Asha Nautiyal. 
The expenses were reportedly 
related to accommodation and 
meals during visits to the 
Himalayan shrine. Both leaders 
denied the allegations and 
maintained that they had 
personally paid their expenses.

S umi   t  K um  a r  S in  g h  &  Anu   r a a g 
S in  g h  @ New Delhi/Bhopal

Almost seven weeks after 
conducting the second autopsy 
of  the 33-year-old model-actor 
Twisha Sharma’s body in Bho-
pal, the AIIMS-Delhi medical 
board has submitted its final 
forensic opinion to the CBI in a 
sealed cover as ordered by the 
MP High Court on May 22.

Sharma, 33, was found hang-
ing at her marital home in Bho-
pal on May 12, months after her 
wedding to advocate Samarth 
Singh. Her family has alleged 
she was subjected to dowry-re-
lated harassment and domestic 
violence before her death.

The CBI said on Sunday that 
it is studying a final forensic 
report which has found a gym-
nastics belt could have been the 
ligature material used in the 
incident. According to 
sources, laboratory and 
histopathological ex-
aminations confirmed 
the presence of  skin 
tissue on the alleged 
ligature material, a gym-
nastics belt fitted with a 
metal ring, and found that it 
matched the injury pattern on 
Sharma’s neck.

The agency said whether the 
gymnastics belt had the actual 
ligature could not be settled 
during Sharma’s first post-
mortem, as the material was 
not  produced before the medi-
cal board at the time. Dr Sudhir 
Gupta, Head of  Forensic Medi-

cine at AIIMS Delhi, said, “The 
medical board deliberated very 
minutely on the case from all 
possible angles, took into con-
sideration all available nation-
al and international journals 
for almost one month and has 
given a detailed opinion with 
scientific justification. It is a 

crystal-clear opinion for 
the CBI and for the judi-
ciary in the interest of  
truth and justice,” Dr 
Gupta said on Sunday.

A compliance report 
on the submission has 

been sent to the High 
Court, sources said. Though 
the forensic opinion doesn’t by 
itself  establish whether Twi-
sha died by suicide, was forced 
into the extreme act or was 
killed, it may well answer the 
critical question at the centre 
of  investigations right since 
the beginning—whether the 
same belt was actually the liga-
ture material.

F aya z  W a ni   @ Srinagar

The Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice’s counter-intelligence unit 
(CIU) on Sunday arrested three 
publishers in a major crack-
down on the circulation of  
books in government school li-
braries that allegedly glorify 
militancy and separatism.

The arrested accused have 
been identified as Inderpaul of  
Jammu’s Oberoi Book Service, 
and two other publishers—Am-
ardeep Singh and Girish Arora 
of  the Noida-based Dominant 
Publishers. The arrests come a 
few days after CIU team carried 
out raids in Jammu and Noida 
over the circulation of  two 
books glorifying militancy and 
separatism in the government 
libraries. The books had been 
supplied to government school 
libraries under the Samagra 
Shiksha Scheme.

Sources said the three pub-
lishers are being questioned to 

ascertain their role in the pub-
lication and distribution of  the 
books and to determine how 
the material was cleared for 
publication.

The presence of  the two 
books—‘Personalities and Leg-

ends of  J&K’ authored by Dr 
Hilal Ahmad & Santosh Meena 
and published by Jammu’s 
Oberoi Book Service, and 
‘Great Personalities of  Jammu 
and Kashmir’ authored by Dr 
Suhant Giri and published by 
Delhi’s Aurora Prakashan—in 
the government libraries trig-
gered police action.

The books allegedly contain 
separate chapters on JKLF 
founder Mohammad Maqbool 
Bhat, who was executed in Del-
hi’s Tihar Jail in 1984, jailed 
separatist leader Masarat 
Alam, slain separatist leader 
Abdul Gani Lone amd late sep-
aratist leader Syed Ali Geelani, 
among others. The publications 
have also referred to Jammu 
and Kashmir as “Indian-held 
Kashmir” and “Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir.”

Simce a row erupted over the 
controversial material, the 
School Education Department 
jas suspended eight officials.

In custody 
1 	Accused being questioned 

to ascertain their role in 
publication of books

2 	The controversial books 
contained chapters on 
separatists, JKLF founder

EJAZ     K A I S ER   @ Raipur

For decades, the primary edu-
cational challenge in Bastar 
was building schools and bring-
ing children to them. Now the 
focus has convincingly moved 
to ensuring that children stay 
in those classrooms, learning 
with vibrant confidence by 
teaching in local tribal lan-
guages. The tribal languages 
are integrated through a Multi-
lingual Education (MLE) frame-
work, transforming schools 
into familiar, welcoming spaces 
for first-generation learners.

This educational shift lies in 
a simple yet intentional text-
book design. Classrooms often 
receive children who have had 
little to no prior exposure to 
Hindi. To ease this transition, 
the State Council of  Education-
al Research and Training 
(SCERT) designed textbooks in 
a bilingual layout: Hindi text is 
printed on one page, while the 
exact translation in the child’s 
local language is printed on the 
facing page.

Because many of  these indig-
enous languages do not possess 
their own distinct script (leepi), 
the tribal and regional languag-
es are written using the Devan-
agari script. This allows teach-
ers to read the text easily. 
Instruction begins entirely in 
the child’s home language, 
building immediate compre-
hension before gradually intro-
ducing Hindi as a second 
language.

The SCERT multilingual ed-
ucation programme proudly 

covers 2.60 lakh primary stu-
dents across 6,937 schools, 
driven forward by 7,650 spe-
cially trained teachers. Cur-
rently, students in Classes I 
and II are reaping the benefits 
of  this bilingual syllabus, 
which seamlessly blends Hindi 
with nine distinct local 
tongues: Halbi, Bhatri, Dhur-
vi, Chhattisgarhi, Dorli, Ma-
dia, and three distinct regional 
variants of  Gondi (Kanker, 
Bastar, and Dantewada).

A large-scale language sur-

vey jointly conducted by Sama-
gra Shiksha Chhattisgarh, 
SCERT, and the Language and 
Learning Foundation (LLF) 
mapped the home languages of  
more than 4.12 lakh Class I stu-
dents across 29,755 primary 
schools. The findings were 
striking: Around 75% of  stu-
dents initially faced severe dif-
ficulties understanding their 
school syllabus simply due to 
the language gap between home 
and the classroom. The survey 
documented 23 native languag-
es across the state, with Chhat-
tisgarh emerging as the most 
widely spoken (65.83%), fol-
lowed by Surgujia (9.38%), Hin-
di (5.65%), Halbi (4.19%), and 
Sadri (3.97%).

“The multilingual education 
initiative is firmly aligned with 
the National Education Policy 
(NEP) 2020 and safeguards in-
digenous culture. A child’s first 
language establishes the strong-
est possible foundation for life-
long academic achievement,” 
said Chhattisgarh Chief  Minis-
ter Vishnu Deo Sai.

Twisha Sharma with her husband

EJAZ     K A I S ER   @ Raipur

Dantewada police and secu-
rity forces in Chhattisgarh 
have unearthed a Maoist dump 
hidden deep inside the forests, 
about 450 km south of  Raipur.

Operating on intelligence 
from newly surrendered Mao-
ists, joint forces recovered a big 
cache of  arms, explosives, hard 
cash, and gold hidden beneath 
the forest floor in the Barsur 
police station area. The valua-
tion of  the seized wealth stands 
at `18 lakh, which includes 116 
grams of  gold worth approxi-
mately ̀ 16 lakh and ̀ 2,00,000 in 
cash and an assortment of   
tactical weaponry.

Acting on the pinpoint coor-
dinates revealed by the surren-
dered insurgents, the security 
teams launched a targeted 
combing operation through the 
forest and terrains of  Torma.

The Maoists had buried these 
supplies across different sub-
terranean locations, explicitly 
intending to launch future am-
bushes on security personnel 
and sustain their unlawful op-
erations in the region. Senior 
police officials noted that un-
covering this cache reflects the 
changing mindsets of  former 
insurgents. 

Andaman Islands	 30	 28
Goa	 31	 27
Gokarna, Karnataka	 31	 28
Jorhat	 36	 28
Kashmir	 21	 13
Lakshadweep	 30	 28
Leh, Ladakh	 14	 06	

Meghalaya	 23	 19   
Ooty, Tamil Nadu	 25	 17
Rishikesh	 34	 26
Spiti Valley, HP	 18	 06
Udaipur	 34	 25
Varanasi	 37	 29
Wayanad, Kerala	 28	 22
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Five 
Palestinians wounded in Israeli  
attacks, Gaza-based health officials say
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Dubai 

Iran launched wide-ranging 
attacks on US bases and allies 
across the region on Sunday, 
marking an escalation in the 
scale of  hostilities.

Sirens and explosions were 
heard in Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates and Bahrain, AFP 
journalists and local authori-
ties reported.

Qatar and the UAE both re-
ported that their defensive sys-
tems intercepted multiple in-
coming missiles. At least three 
people were injured in the at-
tacks on Qatar.

Kuwait’s defence ministry 
said on Sunday that three bor-
der posts and an offshore oil 
platform were attacked.

“Three land border posts in 
the north of  the country were 
subjected to a cowardly attack, 
resulting in material damage,” 
a statement said, without 
specifying the origin of  
the assault.

It added that an “off-
shore drilling plat-
form belonging to 
the Kuwait Oil Com-
pany... was targeted by 
a hostile drone, result-
ing in material damage and the 
injury of  one worker”.

Countries from across the re-
gion, including Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Egypt, also con-
demned the Iranian attacks. 

Saudi Arabia’s foreign minis-
try said Iran’s behaviour is a 
violation of  the principles of  

international law. “This is 
against the rules of  good neigh-
borliness, as evidenced by re-
peated Iranian attacks on com-
mercial ships, which threaten 
the security and freedom of  
navigation,” it said.

Qatar also condemned the 
Iranian attacks against 

its territory and its 
neighbours. “Qatar 
condemns in the 
strongest possible 
terms the renewed 
attacks carried out 

by the Islamic Republic of  
Iran,” its foreign ministry said 
in a statement.

Oman issued a formal pro-
test to the Iranian ambassador 
following an attack on the 
country, state media reported, 
in a rare instance of  it publicly 
accusing Tehran of  targeting 

its territory.
“Oman expresses its pro-

found dismay at these irrespon-
sible acts, and underscores the 
imperative of  adhering to the 
provisions of  state sovereignty, 
good neighbourliness, non-in-
terference in internal affairs,” 
the state news agency said in a 
post on social media. 

The country also summoned 
the Iranian ambassador and 
handed him a formal protest—
a rare move for the sultanate, 
which has been attempting to 
balance competing demands 
from US and Iran. � Agencies

washington

Senator Lindsey Graham, one of  US President Donald 
Trump’s closest allies in Congress who traveled the globe 
to advocate for a more aggressive US foreign policy, has 
died after a “brief  and sudden illness,” his office said. He 
was 71.

NBC News reported that emergency services responded 
to a call for cardiac arrest at Graham’s Capitol Hill home 
on Saturday night, according to police scanner audio ob-
tained by NBC and other outlets. Graham had been sched-
uled to appear Sunday morning on the NBC news talk 
show Meet the Press.  Trump said Graham was “like a 
member of  the family. It’s very tough”. The president said 
Graham called him on Saturday night after returning 
from a trip to Ukraine. “He sounded a little bit tired, but 
perfect,” Trump told NBC’s Meet the Press.

A noted hawk, Graham was one of  the most influential 
figures in Washington on foreign affairs and he advised 
Trump on matters such as the Iran war and Russia. On 
Friday, Graham had announced an agreement with the 
Trump administration to move forward on a package of  
Russia sanctions.

Graham was also a strong supporter of  Israel and the 
Iran war. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
said: “Lindsey is a great friend of  Israel and a cherished 
friend of  mine.” 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said he was 
deeply saddened by the death of  Graham, whom he met 
in Kyiv as recently as Friday.  “He visited Ukraine ten 
times during the years of  Russia’s full-scale invasion and 
was here with our people when it was most needed... 
America and the world have lost a determined leader,” 
Zelensky said in a Facebook post. 

Graham was first elected to the US House of  Represent-
atives in 1994, before being elected to the Senate in 2002. 
In 2002, he voted in favour of  military action against Iraq 
in the wake of  the September 11 attacks, and later sup-
ported a long-term US presence in Afghanistan.�Agenciesmoscow

Russia fired a wave of  drones 
and missiles at Ukraine over-
night, killing four people, while 
Ukrainian strikes on Russia 
and Russian-occupied areas of  
Ukraine killed five, officials 
said Sunday.

The strikes came a day before 
Ukraine’s allies were set to 
meet in Paris for talks on pres-
suring Russia to end its more 
than four-year war.

US-led diplomatic efforts to 
end the fighting have stalled in 
recent months, as Washington 
has shifted focus to its war with 
Iran.

Moscow has meanwhile esca-
lated its campaign of  ballistic 
missile strikes on Ukraine, kill-
ing dozens of  people including 
in the capital Kyiv since July.

Three people were killed in 
Russian attacks on Ukraine’s 
central Dnipropetrovsk region 
overnight, including two in a 
strike on an “industrial enter-
prise” in the city of  Kryvyi Rig, 
regional officials said.

A separate drone attack on 
the southern city of  Kherson 
killed a 48-year-old, mayor 
Yaroslav Shanko reported.

Ukrainian strikes on the Rus-
sian-occupied part of  Ukraine’s 
Zaporizhzhia region mean-
while left four dead, while a 
long-range Ukrainian drone 
strike killed a man in Russia’s 
Samara region, officials said.

Ukraine’s air defences have 
come under strain from repeat-
ed Russian ballistic missile 
strikes in recent weeks.

Zelensky said air defences 
“managed to shoot down most 
of  the targets -- but not the bal-
listic ones”.

He urged the US  to swiftly 
follow through on its pledge to 
license Ukraine to make Patri-
ot air-defence systems. � AFP
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and missile attacks

E x p r e s s  R E A D

Diaspora group plans  India museum in DC
Washington: From the Indus Valley Civilisation to a nation on the rise, the 

India story may soon come alive at a museum here—a first-of-its-kind 
project. The India Heritage Centre is scouting for a suitable location in the US 

capital to house the brick-and-mortar museum that would use immersive 
technology, virtual reality, interactive exhibits and multimedia displays to 

present India’s contributions over the years to a global audience

Israel elections to be 
held on October 27

An Iranian woman holds an anti-Trump 
placard during a protest in Tehran |  AFP

Iran newspaper lists Don 
among revenge targets
Tehran: A conservative newspaper 
in Iran known for its provocative 
tone has published a list of 
people to be targeted as revenge 
for the killing of supreme leader 
Ali Khamenei, including the 
leaders of the US, Israel and 
European countries. US-Israeli 
strikes killed the late ayatollah on 
February 28, the first day of the 
Middle East war, and his son and 
successor Mojtaba Khamenei has 
vowed revenge. “Vengeance is the 
will of our nation and must 
inevitably be carried out,” 
Mojtaba said on Saturday in his 
first message since his father’s 
funeral this week. The Hamshahri 
newspaper, which is published by 
authorities in the Iranian capital, 
released an infographic online 
late Saturday featuring photos of 
13 foreign leaders.

US Senator Lindsey Graham speaks to reporters outside the West Wing of 
the White House in Washington in February last year |  AP

Zelenskyy to 
replace PM 
Svyrydenko  
in major rejig
kyiv

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy announced a 
major reshuffle of  the govern-
ment on Sunday, proposing the 
replacement of  Prime Minister 
Yulia Svyrydenko and the 
heads of  some law enforcement 
agencies.

Zelenskyy did not say who 
would replace Svyrydenko or 
elaborate on the reasons for the 
changes. “I am grateful to 

(Svyrydenko) 
for her clear, 
steady, and ef-
fective work as 
Prime Minister, 
for her years of  
productive serv-
ice on Ukraine’s 
team, and I have 
offered her the 
opportunity to 
lead a new and 

important area of  relations 
with a key partner,” Zelenskyy 
said on X.

“I expect that, together with 
MPs, we will make the corre-
sponding changes in the Gov-
ernment of  Ukraine. There will 
also be changes among the 
heads of  law enforcement agen-
cies,” he added.� AFP

Jerusalem 

Israel will hold national elections on October 27, the last 
date allowed by law, its parliament said on Sunday, with the 
vote widely seen as a referendum on Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s leadership since the Gaza war 
erupted.

The Knesset, as parliament is known, is set to end its 
current term on July 17, allowing the ruling coalition to 
complete a full four-year term for the first time in 
decades.

“Since the current Knesset is expected to serve its full 
term and the next general election is already set by law 
for October 27, with no intention of  shortening the legis-
lature’s tenure, there is no need to enact a Knesset Dissolu-
tion Law in the usual sense,” parliament said in a 
statement.

Netanyahu, 76, is already the country’s longest-serving 
prime minister, having served multiple, non-consecutive 
terms, and has declared his intention to run again. He has 
said he “intends to win” the poll, setting the stage for what 
could be the defining contest of  his political life.� AFP

The site of a Russian air  attack in Sumy, 
Ukraine on Saturday |  AP

Yulia 
Svyrydenko |  AFP
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A s ia   M at t e r s

Prez lauds 
ties with 
Malaysia  
The partnership between 
Singapore and Malaysia is 
driven by mutual respect 
and an understanding of 
each other’s interests, 
Singapore President 
Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam said 
ahead of his state visit to 
Malaysia. “Our partnership 
has been driven not just 
by a common heritage, 
but by mutual respect and 
understanding of each 
other’s interests,” he said. 
“It has never been, and 
must never be, a purely 
transactional 
relationship.” He said 
while there are differences 
between the two 
countries, leaders have 
ensured that they don’t 
affect relations.

15 detained 
after raids  
on two pubs 
Fifteen people were 
detained after law 
enforcement agencies 
raided two illegal pubs in 
the inner Bangkok district 
of Pathumwan, The 
Bangkok Post reported. 
One of them was held for 
illegal drug use. Acting on 
a complaint that 
foreigners were illegally 
employed at the two 
pubs, a team of 50 police 
and drug enforcement 
officers raided the pubs 
around 12.30am on 
Sunday, the report said. 
There were 100 customers 
in the two pubs. Fifteen 
foreign employees were 
held for either working 
illegally in jobs reserved 
for Thais or in jobs outside 
their work permits.

Public holiday to 
laud poll workers 
Monday has been declared a public 
holiday for the state of Johor, The 
Malaysia Star reported. “This is to 

appreciate the Bangsa Johor for 
carrying out their duties during the 

16th state elections,” Freshly minted 
Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Onn 

Hafiz Ghazi said in a Facebook post 
on Sunday. Menteri Besar is a 

position equivalent to chief minister.

Singapore  

malaysia

thailand   



A
t the outset itself, one 
must be forewarned 
that in theory and in 
practice, thematic and 
sectoral funds rank 
high on the Risk scales 
as there is inherent sec-

toral concentration risk in-
volved.  Before delving deeper 
into this discussion, it is worth 
noting that the services sector 
has also become India’s largest 
employment provider, account-
ing for over 17 crore jobs, sur-
passing even agriculture and 
manufacturing combined. Gov-
ernment estimates project a 
22% increase in employment 
within this sector by 2028, fur-
ther underlining its impor-
tance in driving growth and 
livelihood creation.

So, what is a Services 
Fund? It is a thematic 
equity investment that 
seeks to capture the 
strong growth potential, 
diversification benefits, 
and structural opportuni-
ties within India’s rapidly ex-
panding services sector. This 
fund type invests in businesses 
that operate across a wide spec-
trum of  services-related indus-
tries, offering investors access 
to sectors that are expected to 
lead India’s economic evolu-
tion. The country’s service sec-
tor is not just large — it is 
transformational. It spans a 
wide range of  sunrise indus-
tries including health care, fi-
nance, information technology, 
media, telecom, logistics, hos-
pitality, and e-commerce, each 
with significant long-term rel-

evance and scalability.
Several structural trends are 

fueling this sector’s rise.  GST 
implementation and wide-
spread UPI adoption have sig-
nificantly regularised and 
boosted efficiency in industries 
such as retail, hospitality, and 
financial services. The Digital 
India campaign, Aadhaar-based 
KYC, and fintech infrastruc-
ture are accelerating the shift 
from an unorganised to an or-
ganized economy, while chang-
ing income distribution is re-
shaping demand patterns. The 
proportion of  India’s popula-
tion in the low-income group is 
expected to decline from 68% in 
2010 to 47% by 2035, while mid-
dle and upper-middle-income 
households are on the rise. This 
demographic shift is catalyzing 
premium consumption across 
healthcare, travel, digital con-
tent, financial services, and 
education. The liberalization 
of  FDI regulations in sectors 
like insurance, telecom, health-
care, and financial services has 
encouraged capital inflows. In 
FY25 alone, the services sector 
attracted $9.35 billion in FDI, 
accounting for 19% of  total in-
flows. The government initia-

tives and tourism infra-
structure development 

are also giving the sec-
tor a major push.

A Services Fund typ-
ically diversifies across 

several high-growth 
segments. These include 

BFSI such as banking, in-
surance, NBFCs, fintech, and 
wealth management; IT and 
ITeS, covering outsourcing, 
cloud services, cybersecurity, 
and generative AI solutions; 
healthcare industries like hos-
pitals, diagnostics, healthtech, 
and medical tourism; telecom-
munications, including mobile 
services, broadband, and 5G in-
frastructure; consumer servic-
es such as hospitality, organ-
ised retail, entertainment, and 
e-commerce; and even power 
utilities, particularly distribu-
tion, smart energy grids, and 
renewable infrastructure.

A l a k s h ya  S i n g h  &  
P u s h p i ta  D e y  @ New Delhi

India’s new Income Tax Act 
has come into effect from April 
1, replacing the 1961 Act after 
more than six decades. How-
ever, taxpayers filing their re-
turns this July for Assessment 
Year 2026-27 will continue to 
follow the existing rules, forms 
and compliance framework 
under the old law.

The new filing framework 
will apply only from the next 
return filing cycle, expected 
from July 2027 onwards.

“The new return filing 
framework is not expected to 
apply for the returns being 
filed in July 2026. Individual 
taxpayers filing returns for the 
current filing season will con-
tinue to follow the existing re-
turn forms and compliance 
processes under the prevailing 

framework,” said Radhika 
Viswanathan, Executive Direc-
tor, Deloitte India.

Under the new law, the con-
cept of  tax year replaces the 
earlier distinction between 
previous year and assessment 
year. A tax year refers to the 
financial year from April 1 to 
March 31 in which income is 
earned and reported.

However, returns filed this 
year will continue to cover in-
come earned during FY 2025-26 
under the provisions of  the In-
come Tax Act, 1961.

Experts said taxpayers do 
not need to change their filing 
process immediately, but 
should ensure accurate report-
ing and reconciliation of  infor-
mation available with the tax 
department. 

“The new Act focuses largely 
on textual and structural sim-
plification. There is no modifi-

cation in tax rates and no ma-
jor tax policy changes have 
been introduced, ensuring pre-
dictability for taxpayers,” 
Viswanathan said.

The new return forms, once 
introduced, are expected to in-
clude more structured disclo-
sures, particularly for capital 
gains, foreign assets and dig-
ital assets. For the current fil-
ing season, individuals will 

continue to use existing ITR 
forms based on their income 
sources, including ITR-1, ITR-
2, ITR-3 and ITR-4.

Check AIS, TIS, Form 26AS
With increasing data sharing 
between institutions and the 
tax department, experts asks 
taxpayers to verify all informa-
tion before filing returns.

Saimon Farooqui of  Liberty 
Bell Law Offices LLP said tax-
payers should not rely only on 
pre-filled data. “To avoid mis-
takes, do not rely solely on pre-
filled data. Reconcile AIS, TIS 
and Form 26AS, choose the 
correct ITR form, disclose all 
sources of  income and verify 
the return within the pre-
scribed time,” he said. 

Taxpayers should ensure 
complete reporting of  income 
from interest, dividends, capi-
tal gains, rental properties and 

foreign sources, wherever 
applicable.

Foreign asset disclosures
Foreign assets and income dis-
closures are expected to re-
ceive greater scrutiny as the 
government expands informa-
tion sharing through systems 
such as CRS and FATCA.

The CBDT has directed that 
foreign asset and income-relat-
ed information be reflected in 
taxpayers’ information state-
ments.CA Mrinal Mehta, 
Treasurer, Bombay Chartered 
Accountants’ Society, said this 
will increase visibility of  over-
seas assets and accounts. “In-
dia has been receiving CRS 
and FATCA data since 2017, but 
that information largely re-
mained within the systems. 
The same will now sit in Form 
26AS under the 1961 Act and in 
the new Form 168,” he said.

F
or investors in Indi-
an equities, exaspera-
tion is the mood. In-
dia’s fundamentals 
are strong, yet share 
prices have taken an 
unprecedented knock 

over the past year. Foreign 
money has moved out in 
droves, and domestic flows 
have somehow managed to 
hold the bottom. 

Global fund managers and 
stock market investors meas-
ure valuation using the for-
ward price-to-earnings multi-
ple. It is the market-to-profit 
ratio for benchmark indices 
such as the Nifty 50 or the 
BSE Sensex. If  average 
emerging markets were trad-
ing at a multiple of  10, Indian 
shares consistently traded at 
a multiple of  20 or more for 
years. That is 100% or be-
yond.  At current prices, that 
valuation premium has 
shrunk to the lowest level 
ever at 18%, according to an 
analysis by Motilal Oswal, a 
Mumbai-based financial 
services firm. By compari-
son, the long-term average is 
73%, and at the peak of  the 
stock market rally in the fi-
nancial year 2022, it was 
147%, as per to analysts. 

Over the past year or more, 
money has moved out of  In-
dia and into a few chosen 
companies at the forefront of  
the artificial intelligence val-
ue chain in the US, Europe, 
Korea, and Taiwan. It was 
mentioned that the three 
most valuable companies 
across America, Europe, and 
Asia, are microchip manu-
facturers experiencing un-
precedented demand.

Share prices today are a 
function of  tomorrow’s prof-
its. At the moment, investors 
appear to believe a handful 
of  companies worldwide 
are the biggest disruptors 
and creators of  value. 
That means other busi-
nesses whose products 
and services customers 
continue to buy are un-

likely to maintain the same 
momentum. Heroes of  the 
past are no longer heroes of  
the future. 

Over the years, financial 
markets have witnessed such 
concentrated surges. There 
was an unprecedented rally 
in technology companies dur-
ing the dot-com boom of  the 
2000s. It ended with a bust. 
Boom-and-bust cycles have 
also happened in commodi-
ties across decades.  

Going forward, the situa-
tion may look worrying for 
investors in Indian equities. 
In every update, global insti-
tutions such as the World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund are margin-
ally lowering India’s econom-

ic growth estimates. However, 
they continue to believe that 
India will remain the fastest-
growing major economy. 

Analysts note that profit 
growth in India has slowed 
recently. But a reading of  re-
search reports from leading 
brokerages does not predict 
gloom or doom. The focus is 
on riding the AI-led wave 
while lying low and picking 
businesses that continue to 
grow in domestic market. 

What does it mean to you
It is a fact that your SIP re-
turns over two years are now 
below fixed deposit returns. 
Many sectors, such as IT serv-
ices and consumer goods, 
have underperformed, even 
though they were once driv-
ers of  the stock market. De-
spite all the negative senti-
ment toward India, pockets of  
the stock market continue to 
trade at significantly high 
valuations. The government’s 
unprecedented capital ex-
penditure plan means compa-
nies in industrial manufac-
turing and defence continue 
to enjoy a significant premi-
um over the average market 
valuation. On the other hand, 
companies in sectors like 
healthcare, hotels and hospi-
tality, and retail continue to 
grow at a steady clip. 

Your challenge is to shed 
apprehensions about not 
knowing finance or valu-
ation. Work with your fi-
nancial advisor or read 
up on businesses with 
strong growth prospects 

in India. Many businesses 
in India face no competi-
tion from global firms due 

to the market’s physical 
and regulatory characteris-
tics. While historical per-
formance is not a guaran-
tee for future performance, 
common sense tells you 

that market valuations 
tend to level out. Your 
ability to show pa-
tience and hang in 

there will be tested. 

I n  C o n v e r s a t i o n

M o n e y  m a t t e r sM o n e y - w i s e

New I-T Act, but tax returns as per old laws
New forms are expected to include more structured disclosures, particularly for capital gains, foreign assets

risks & prospects  
of Services Funds   

While Investing, trust 
in history matters

‘We are confident  
of maintaining CASA 
deposit ratio at 40%’

Binod Kumar
Managing Director & Chief Executive Officer of Indian Bank

overnment-owned Indian Bank began the new  
financial year with a strong set of  numbers, with first 
quarter profit showing a 10% jump and net interest  
income increasing by 17% even as asset quality continues 
to improve. MD & CEO Binod Kumar spoke with  
Dipak Mondal on factors that helped the bank’s  
Q1 performance. Edited Excerpts:

Indian Bank reported strong deposit and credit growth 
despite a challenging operating environment. What drove 
this performance?
CASA remained our key challenge because Q1 is usually sluggish 
due to transfers, promotions and a slower economy. We focused 
on activating dormant accounts, improving balances in low-activ-
ity accounts and providing fintech solutions to government de-
partments, universities and colleges. These solutions generate 
float balances that stay with us for a few days. We were also disci-
plined in managing advances and avoided raising expensive bulk 
deposits when market rates were high. As a result, the average 
savings account balance increased to `53,000, and we added 
around 60,000 salary accounts during the quarter.

Could you elaborate on these fintech solutions?
We provide digital solutions such as fee collection modules, MIS 
dashboards, auto-debit facilities and collection accounts. These 
help institutions manage their finances efficiently while giving 
us temporary float balances. We have im-
plemented 217 such fintech solutions.

How did the bank improve balances 
in savings accounts?
We activated nearly 17 lakh inoperative 
accounts with balances of  around `1,649 
crore. We have also developed a churn 
prediction model that identifies accounts 
likely to become dormant. We proactively 
contact customers, which has resulted in 
balances increasing by nearly ̀ 2,000 crore 
in these accounts.

Deposit and credit growth were both 
above 13%. Can this momentum 
continue?
We achieved this without increasing bulk 
deposits, which remained at around Rs 
1.61 lakh crore. CASA grew by about 15%, 
while retail term deposits rose around 
13%. While CASA growth may moderate 
to 12-13%, I am confident of  maintaining 
our CASA ratio of  around 40%.

What gives you the confidence to sustain CASA levels?
My confidence comes from our people. We are focusing on rela-
tionships, salary accounts and float balances. We have signifi-
cantly expanded POS machines, QR code deployments and FAST-
ag penetration. The average balance in QR-code-linked accounts 
has increased substantially. Small initiatives collectively make a 
big difference.

Public sector bank employees often speak about increas-
ing work stress. How are you addressing this?
Stress is largely a mindset. I encourage employees to view work 
positively. I also ensure a healthy work culture—I normally leave 
office by 6.30-7 pm and encourage others to do the same. Employ-
ees can directly email me with any problems. Most importantly, 
targets are decided through consensus rather than being imposed, 
which improves ownership.

 
How is Indian Bank using artificial intelligence?
We have already implemented six to seven AI use cases. One is an 
Employee Assist platform, where staff  can instantly get answers 
to operational queries, reducing knowledge gaps and stress. We 
are also using AI in collections, which has contributed to reducing 
our SMA portfolio from 7.99% to 4.69%. 

G

We are also using 
AI in collections, 
which has 
contributed to 
reducing our SMA 
portfolio from 
7.99% to 4.69%. 
We are now 
working on 
conversational AI 
that will allow 
customers to 
perform banking 
transactions 
through voice 
commands after 
authentication

D i pa k  M o n da  l  @ New Delhi

Bharti Airtel is preparing for 
its next phase of  growth by ex-
panding beyond traditional tel-
ecom services and building 
new digital businesses across 
financial services, data centres 
and cloud infrastructure, 
Chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal 
said in his annual letter to 
shareholders.

With India’s digital economy 
accelerating and demand for 
connectivity, cloud services and 
artificial intelligence (AI) ris-
ing, Airtel plans to leverage its 
network strength, customer 
base and technology capabili-
ties to create new growth en-
gines. “Over the last few years, 
we took a calibrated approach 
to build new growth engines for 
Airtel. These bold bets yielded 
strong outcomes and have 

grown our conviction in three 
adjacencies, where we believe 
Airtel has a clear right to  
win — financial services, data 

centres and Airtel Cloud,”  
he said.

A key pillar of  Airtel’s ex-
pansion strategy is financial 
services. Its subsidiary Airtel 
Money Limited has received 
approval from the Reserve 
Bank of  India to operate as a 
non-deposit taking Non-Bank-
ing  Financial  Company 
(NBFC).

Its data centre arm Nxtra is 
on track to build around 1 GW 
of  capacity over the next few 
years. The company recently 
raised $1 billion from marquee 
investors. Its data centre arm 
Nxtra is on track to build 
around 1 GW of  capacity over 
the next few years

Airtel’s third growth engine, 
Airtel Cloud, is focused on pro-
viding secure and locally  
hosted cloud solutions to 
enterprises.

Airtel bets on financial services, data 
centres, cloud to drive digital growthD i pa k  M o n da  l  @ New Delhi

India’s cigarette industry is 
bracing for one of  its toughest 
years, with manufacturers 
warning that an unprecedented 
tax hike, rising illicit trade, in-
tense price competition and 
pressure on margins could 
weigh on growth in FY27.

The concerns, flagged in the 
latest annual reports and earn-
ings presentations of  ITC, VST 
Industries and Godfrey Phillips 
India, come after the govern-
ment sharply increased the tax 
incidence on cigarettes from 
February 1 by raising GST and 
excise duty. Cigarettes attract a 
flat 40% GST (against earlier 
28%) combined with an addi-
tional excise duty ranging from 
`2,050 to `8,500 per 1,000 sticks, 
plus a National Calamity Con-
tingent Duty (NCCD).

VST Industries chairman 
Naresh Sethi described the in-

crease as unprecedented in 
known history, warning that its 
impact could extend well be-
yond FY27. He said the indus-
try faces “multiple headwinds, 
including supply chain and 
margin pressures, intense price 
competition in all segments 
and threat of  illicit.”

Godfrey Phillips echoed the 
cautious outlook. In its FY26 
earnings presentation, the 
company said the steep in-
crease in taxation in Q4 FY26 

will make the next year chal-
lenging and that it would adopt 
calibrated price increases to 
ensure the impact on consum-
ers is phased rather than im-
mediate. The company also 
said it expects demand modera-
tion following the tax increase 
and will rely on pricing and 
product mix optimisation to 
protect margins while strength-
ening brands, improving mar-
ket execution and enhancing 
operational efficiencies.

ITC, in its FY26 annual re-
port, said the legal cigarette in-
dustry continues to operate  
under a punitive and discrimi-
natory taxation and regulatory 
regime. 

According to the company, 
the latest GST and excise duty 
changes have resulted in an un-
precedented increase in the tax 
burden on cigarettes.

All three companies ex-
pressed concern that higher 
taxes could accelerate the shift 
towards illicit cigarettes. VST 
Industries Managing Director 
and CEO Piyush Srivastava 
said the company remains 
mindful of  heightened consum-
er price sensitivity and the po-
tential expansion of  illicit trade 
under the new tax regime.

ITC said excessive taxation 
has encouraged consumers to 
switch to illicit cigarettes and 
other lightly taxed tobacco 
products. 

Cigarette industry faces turbulent FY27

way forward
1 	Airtel Money to operate as 

non-deposit taking NBFC

2 	Nxtra to build 1 GW of 
capacity in next few years

3 	Airtel Cloud to avail secure, 
locally hosted cloud service

financial  
knowledge

Rajas Kelkar
(The author is editor-in-chief at 

www.moneyminute.in)

financial advice
Ashok Kumar

an experienced investor  
and can be contacted  

at ceolotus@hotmail.com
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Global investors likely to participate 
in NSE initial public offering, which 
may happen this year. NSE IPO is 
estimated to be `30,000 crore
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M a t c h  s t a t s

england norway

48Possession

2 Goals 1

1.04 xG 0.68

14 Total shots 13

8 Shots on target 4

2 Big chances 1

Accurate passes

52

494568

S w a r o o p  S w a m i n a t h a n 
@ Bengaluru

EVEN before Norway and Eng-
land lined up for the anthems, 
one thing was fairly clear. This 
was going to be a fair old slog 
between two Western European 
nations unaccustomed to the 
heat and humidity of  coastal 
Florida. The feels-like tempera-
ture was hovering around the 
40*c and the first twenty or so 
minutes were being played at 
walking pace; England string-
ing together passes and Norway 
preferring to maintain shape. 
Pressing triggers were minimal 
as both sides slowly started to 
come to terms with the heat and 
humidity. Off  the TV, the sweat 
was visible. For all intents and 
purposes, the speed of  the game 
suggested this was a pre-season 
friendly rather than a World 
Cup quarterfinal.

That the game’s first shot on 
goal came in the 29th minute 
was proof  enough that the con-
ditions weren’t really suited for 
elite outdoor football. But one 
man rose above it all to beat 
both the conditions and Norway. 
Jude Bellingham. In a match 
billed as one between two of  the 
game’s best No. 9s currently — 
Harry Kane and Erling Haaland 
— it was Haaland’s great friend 
and former colleague at Borus-
sia Dortmund who decided the 
contest to drag his team to only 
their fourth semifinal in the WC 
history.      

Norway had taken the lead 
through Andreas Schjelderup 
in the 36th minute, a cross-cum-
shot that flew across Jordan 
Pickford before nestling in the 
top corner. England are a fine 
team with a fine collection of  
individuals, but what they have 
seldom had is the ‘I’m him’ 
character. Kane, one of  the 
frontrunners for the Ballon 
d’Or, has frequently bailed them 
out, but even he can occasion-
ally be found wanting. It’s why 
Bellingham is different gravy. 
He’s very much ‘I’m him’. Main 
character energy. Without the 
Real Madrid midfielder, Eng-
land would have been packing 
their bags home. Now, they have 
a genuine chance of  ending 60 
years of  anguish.    

For his first goal, he received 

S w a r o o p  S w a m i n a t h a n

AMONG Barcelona and Argen-
tina supporters, a new word 
had quietly entered the main-
stream over the last 15 years.

Messidependencia. Coined 
during his time at Barcelona in 
La Liga, it highlighted how 
much the Catalan Club had be-
come a one-man team. An over-
reliance on Messi. Messi and 
vibes. Maximum Messi. After 
he left for PSG, it lived on 
thanks to Argentines who had 
adopted that word and tattooed 
it on their foreheads. The prob-
lem was that even their players 
started believing in it. Give it to 
Messi and watch him. Need a 
goal? Give it to him. Need some-
body to come up with a moment 
of  magic? Pass it to him? Down 
and out? Messi will find a way. 
Not much time remaining? 
Messi needs only a moment.

Against Switzerland in Kan-
sas on Saturday night, Messi 
tried to be that guy. For over 110 
minutes, he kept trying. It was 
so desperate he even started re-
ceiving passes off  his centre-
backs inside his own half. Noth-
ing, though, seemed to break 
down the red wall in front of  
him. Playing with 10 men since 

Breel Embolo’s red card, Swit-
zerland, organised and known 
for defensive discipline when 
playing with 11, had shut 
the door and buried the 
key. The 39-year-old, who 
had 101 touches off  the ball, 
was so far away from the zone 
of  influence he only had four 
inside the opposition box dur-
ing the game.

This, then, had to be a night 
for one of  the support cast.

And the most likely person 
stepped up. Julian Alvarez. As 
always, the move had started 
with Messi firing one at Gregor 
Kobel’s goal from outside the 
box, but it was parried comfort-
ably. When it was time to recy-
cle possession, Jose Lopez, on 
the pitch for only two minutes, 
deviated from the script. He 
passed it to Alvarez, who had 
stationed himself  away from 
goal left of  centre.

The pass wasn’t to feet, so the 
attacker had to re-adjust. But as 
soon as the Atletico Madrid for-
ward took a touch with his right 
foot, two things happened si-
multaneously. Because he had a 
running start, he knew he could 
generate momentum if  he had 
a crack at goal. Because the op-
position was prioritising shape 

Belligol: Jude the man  
in hot & humid Florida

Jude Bellingham (R), also known as Belligol, after scoring against Norway |  afp

Anthony Gordon’s pass on the 
edge of  the area. With no clear 
option in front of  him, he decid-
ed to do the hardest option. Mar-
shalled by three Norwegian 
bodies, the first touch was inch-
perfect. It allowed him some 
space inside the penalty area be-
fore two further touches opened 
an angle of  sorts for him to 
shoot at goal. The fourth touch 
— the finish — had to be precise. 
It was exactly that as he ar-
rowed it past the keeper. It was 
the kind of  imagination and in-
vention many an England team 
had previously been lacking on 
the game’s biggest stages.

If  the first goal was all high-
grade art and weapons-grade 
skill, the second was good, old 
poacher’s instinct honed on the 
streets of  Birmingham and pol-
ished in Germany and Spain. 
After Eberechi Eze had recy-
cled possession back to Morgan 
Rogers, the midfielder’s long-
range effort was parried by Or-
jan Nyland to a dangerous area. 
There were six Norwegian bod-
ies in the box, but the one who 
reacted the quickest was Bell-
ingham, who was already on 
his toes as he had anticipated a 
mistake. A sliding first-time 
right-footed finish sent the Eng-
land fans into raptures at the 
beginning of  extra-time. Six 
goals and a pair of  braces in 
consecutive knockout matches 
on the game’s biggest stage: at 
23, the second youngest to do it. 
The youngest? Pele in 1958.  

There’s something arresting 
about Bellingham as a football-
er. He’s very English in the way 
he plays the game — passionate 
and front-footed — but he mar-
ries this with some very un-
English traits. He’s a man built 
for the biggest occasions. A 
mentality monster who scores 
the kind of  goals for England 
they have been famous for let-
ting in the past. Even as other 
English bodies and legs were 
giving up on them in the wilt-
ing heat and humidity, he found 
a higher plane. 

a g e n c i e s  @ London

Yastika Bhatia became the 
first female Test centurion at 
Lord’s before India declared 
their second innings at the 
stroke of  tea, setting hosts Eng-
land a massive 457-run target on 
day three of  the one-off  game 
here on Sunday. In reply, Eng-
land were reduced to 130/6 as 
India are on the brink of  a his-
toric Test win, their first one 
away from home since 2014.

In the first women’s Test at 
the iconic venue, India declared 
their second innings at 341 for 
seven following Richa Ghosh’s 
50 off  52 balls. Ghosh’s enter-
taining effort came after Yasti-
ka’s sublime 113 off  158 balls 
that allowed India to extend 
their dominance in the game. 
England spinner Sophie Eccle-
stone took a five-wicket haul.

In the morning, Bhatia inched 
towards a memorable hundred 
as India reached 250 for four at 
lunch despite the loss of  three 
wickets in the session. Smriti 
Mandhana (70 off  130) was 
caught down the leg-side off  
Lauren Bell for a soft dismissal 
early in the session. Pacer Bell 
was the standout bowler of  the 
morning, removing not just 

Mandhana but also Jemimah 
Rodrigues (3 off  12).

Harmanpreet Kaur (16 off  34) 
was scratchy and fell to left-arm 
spinner Sophie Ecclestone. The 
on-field umpire was not con-
vinced but Ecclestone got the 
DRS call in her favour. Bhatia 
(91 batting off  139) was batting 
alongside Deepti Sharma (10 
batting off  38) at the break. The 
hallmark of  Bhatia’s effort has 
been the use of  feet against the 
spinners and the sumptuous 
straight drives off  the pacers. 
Brief scores: India 285 & 341/7 decl (Bhatia 113, 
Mandhana 70, Ghosh 50 n.o; Ecclestone 5/118) 
vs England 170 & 130/6 in 40 ovs (Sayali 2/19, 
Rana 2/33).

Bhatia ton puts India  
on brink of historic win

Yastika Bhatia |  bcci

e n s  @ Chennai

BEING an Indian cricket team 
captain is not an easy job. When 
the highs come, praises ring like 
it is the most important position 
in the sport and when the lows 
hit, it hammers them. Shreyas 
Iyer is learning it the hard way 
after failing to win a single 
match across seven T20Is as 
skipper in England and Ireland. 
In their first two series after the 
T20 World Cup triumph, the 
Men in Blue fell flat in all de-
partments with both Iyer and 
head coach Gautam Gambhir 
coming under the scanner. 

Ask him if  the expectations 
weighed down on his shoulders, 
Iyer said it is not that hard. For 
him, the biggest learning from 
the series is to remain positive 
and nurture the players around 
him, making this team his own. 
India, in the next 24 months, 
will be touring a lot overseas, 
especially with the next edition 
of  the T20 World Cup set to hap-
pen in Australia in 2028. The 
Mumbai batter, while acknowl-
edging that the loss hurt, said 
that the sooner they learn, it is 
better. 
� Full story: newindianexpress.com

Quicker we 
learn, the better: 
Captain Shreyas

START TO FINISH:  Julian Alvarez 
handed Argentina the lead during the 
extra-time with a stunning curling 
effort into the top corner at the Kansas 
City Stadium on Saturday |  ap/afp

Alvarez’s moment of magic
On a night where Messi was kept under a tight leash by Swiss team, Atletico forward steps 

up with a stunning goal in extra time to send holders Argentina into semifinals

and structure over closing 
down, the over half-a-dozen 
Swiss defenders inside the box 
were happy for Alvarez to shoot. 
Remarkably, it was Argentina’s 
only 11th shot on goal from open 
play in the entire game (a meas-
ure of  how well Switzerland 
had cut the supply and won the 
battle in midfield).

But when it comes to players 
like Alvarez, a forward capable 
of  moments of  genius, all it 
takes is a second to change the 
entire complexion of  the game. 
That running momentum and 
one touch to set himself  was 
one of  the few times an attack-

er in sky blue had found some 
space all game. Alvarez didn’t 
need a second invitation to have 
a shot. It came to pass as his 
shot from outside the box — 
travelling at over 80 kph ac-
cording to FIFA’s in-game 
graphics —  hit the top corner 
on the inside. Kobel and his 
troops looked behind them in 
the hope that the ball would fly 
over, but they knew that the 
game was finally up. A heroic 
watch to drag this game to ex-
tra-time and, perhaps, penal-
ties, had ended agonisingly.

As soon as the ball hit the net, 
the Argentina bench emptied as 
all of  Alvarez’s colleagues want-
ed a piece of  him. He dodged a 
few of  them, but on this night of  
nights, the 26-year-old was soon 
mobbed. Lautaro Martinez add-
ed a third on the break, but Sat-
urday night belonged to the man 
long identified as Messi’s suc-
cessor in terms of  inspiring the 
albiceleste. When the team had 
assembled in the US last month, 
it was expected that Alvarez 
would assume the lead role. 
However, he had picked up an 
ankle issue in May. The three-
time champions will hope that 
he’s ready and raring for the fi-
nal two acts.

V
IDEO Assistant Refe-
ree (VAR) has given 
stars a tough competi-
tion this World Cup. 
On Saturday, it was 
front and centre in 
both quarterfinals. 

Here’s unpacking the three 
instances...

A Norway 
goal-kick hitting 
the cable, ball 
falling to 
Anderson’s feet before 
England equalising
That old FIFA connected ball 
technology, heartbeat and sen-
sors were all at play. As soon as 

Bellingham displayed his danc-
ing feet to evade a few defend-
ers before slotting the ball 
home, the Norwegian players 
did appeal to the referee. Even 
when the game was on, FIFA 
put out a statement saying they 
looked at the incident but 
cleared it because there was no 

spike when the ball 
allegedly came into 
contact with the 
camera cable. 

Norway’s goal from a 
corner chalked off
Over the last season, the Pre-
mier League saw a lot of  grap-
pling from corners with attack-

ers trying to gain an advantage, 
including ‘fouling’ defenders. 
But those actions took place be-
fore the corner was hit. On Sat-
urday, the on-field referee didn’t 
spot the infringement, but Haa-
land clearly pushes Anderson 
before the corner is delivered.

Switzerland’s Breel Embolo 
receiving a second yellow
Embolo, already on a yellow, 
quite clearly dived after receiv-
ing the ball in the second half. 
Initially, the referee had booked 
Paredes, thinking the midfield-
er had fouled the forward. But 
replays clearly showed that 
Embolo was the guilty party. 

Unpacking another night of VAR mayhem

plainer

FIFA to examine 
64-team WC
FIFA president Gianni Infantino has 
said the global body will examine 
expanding the World Cup by a further 
16 nations to a 64-team tournament 
ahead of its next edition in 2030. “It 
(a 64-team tournament) is definitely 
an issue that will be examined and 
discussed in the relevant committees 
after this World Cup,” Infantino said in 
an interview with Swiss media outlet 
Bluewin. FIFA boss reiterated that the 
tournament was “for the whole 
world, not just Europe and South 
America.”

quick pass

E x p r e s s  r e a d

Dhiraj, Kirti miss 
Archery WC bronze 	
MADRID: India’s recurve mixed 
pair of Dhiraj Bommadevara and 
Kirti Sharma squandered a 3-1 
lead to miss out on the bronze, 
losing 3-5 to Italy at the Archery 
World Cup Stage 4. India also 
ended their campaign individual 
section with Kirti losing her 
semifinal & bronze playoff.

McCullum sacked as 
Eng’s Test head coach
LONDON: Brendon McCullum 
will stand down as England 
Men’s Test head coach but will 
continue to guide the white ball 
teams, ECB said in a statement 
on Sunday. The development 
comes close on the heels of Ben 
Stokes’ retirement from 
international cricket.

Asian U23 C’ships: 
Javelin gold for Anand 
Ordos (China): Javelin thrower 
Anand Singh and the women’s 
4x400m relay team clinched a 
gold medal each as India ended 
their campaign on a strong note 
at the inaugural Asian U23 
Athletics C’ships. Overall, the 
Indian team won 16 medals — 3 
gold, 4 silver and 9 bronze.

M a t c h  s t a t s
argentina switzerland

4159 Possession

3 Goals 1

1.94 xG 0.47

22 Total shots 11

Accurate passes

398614

Fifth Major crown for Sinner the winner
A g e n c i e s  @ London

Jannik Sinner was at his clin-
ical best as he successfully de-
fended his Wimbledon title 
with a tense four-set victory 
over French Open champion 
Alexander Zverev in Sunday’s 
final.

The World No 1 recovered 
from losing the first set in a 
match largely dominated by 
serve, eventually wearing Zver-
ev down to secure a 6-7 (7), 7-6 
(2), 6-3, 6-4 win.

Sinner’s fifth Grand Slam ti-
tle came in his first tournament 
since a second-round meltdown 
at the French Open, when he 
wilted in a Paris heat wave.

A year ago, Sinner beat Car-
los Alcaraz in the final at the 
All England Club after wasting 

Rd 1: bt  Miomir Kecmanovic  
4-6, 6-3, 6-7(6), 6-2, 6-3
Rd 2: bt Nuno Borges 
7-6(4), 7-6(2), 6-4
Rd 3: bt Jenson Brooksby 
6-4, 6-3, 6-4
Rd 4: bt Shintaro Mochizuki 
6-3, 7-6(0), 6-3
QF: bt Jan-Lennard Struff 
7-5, 7-6(4), 6-3
SF: bt Novak Djokovic 6-4, 
6-4, 6-4
Final: bt Alexander Zverev 
6-7 (7/9), 7-6 (7/2), 6-3, 6-4

Road to title

Jannik Sinner 
celebrates after 

winning the final 
on Sunday |  AFP

three match points against his 
rival in the Roland Garros fi-
nal. With Alcaraz missing this 
edition, Sinner had a rough 

start in the first round against 
Miomir Kecmanovic but since 
then had breezed past every op-
ponent including Novak Djoko-

vic in the semifinal.
It was Sinner’s 10th straight 

victory over Zverev, including 
five this year.

Pavade powers Pune to 
9-6 victory against UP 
PANAJI (Goa): French Olympian 
and UTT debutant Prithika 
Pavade produced a powerhouse 
performance as PBG Pune 
Jaguars defeated UP 
Prometheans 9-6 in a UTT 
Season 7 tie at the Dr Shyama 
Prasad Mukherjee Indoor 
Stadium on Sunday.



Mastering Essential Skills for Life
While your qualifications may open doors, it is your daily choices, even in small moments, that will ultimately determine the 

trajectory of your future. These five practical skills provide a foundation for success in both professional and academic settings

Success by Design
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t r e n d  s p o t t e r

N i k h i l  A b h i s h e k

G
raduates  step-
ping into today’s 
workforce possess 
one distinct advan-
tage. Born as digital 
natives, this cohort 
was moulded and 

nurtured by an era of  democra-
tised knowledge. They navigat-
ed virtual schooling during 
critical academic years and 
adopted self-directed learning 
as a primary survival mecha-
nism. Surendra Koutarapu, 
Chief  Business Officer at 
Growth School, a platform that 
upskills working professionals 
in emerging technologies and 
AI integration, believes the de-
mographic is inherently 
equipped to handle structural 
disruption.

“This generation has experi-
enced unprecedented learning 
access. It does not matter 
whether a student lives in a 
city or some remote village. 
They have access to the same 
Stanford professor on YouTube 
as a peer in California,” Koutar-
apu notes. However, the transi-
tion from campus to corporate 
life has both evolved, and mu-
tated, much over the past few 
years. Can they keep up?

The algorithmic echo chamber
We have arrived at a peculiar 
moment in human history 
where the very tools designed 
to amplify our potential are 
making it harder to identify 
genuine talent. A growing 
number of  candidates are find-
ing that while placements re-
main a steady reality, the me-
chanical friction of  securing a 
job has increased manifold. 
The consensus is that much of  
this stems from generative AI 
levelling the playing field to an 
extreme degree. 

“Because candidates across 
the board are using tools like 
ChatGPT and Claude to refine 
their profiles, every fresher 
resume now looks exactly the 
same,” Koutarapu explains. 
“They all feature perfect lan-
guage and the right keywords. 
For the people screening these 
candidates, it is becoming in-
credibly difficult to identify 
who is genuinely capable.”

With every applicant pre-
senting a flawless document, 
legacy automated tracking sys-
tems have begun failing, result-
ing in highly capable candi-
dates slipping through the 
cracks. To manage the deluge, 
companies are deploying their 
own AI architectures to act as 
the initial gatekeepers. The as-
tute reader will note that this, 
unfortunately, means that the 
modern interview effectively 

begins as a machine-to-ma-
chine interaction. 

For students, this filtration 
process can be both exhausting 
and demoralising. Dr Sakthi 
Kumaresh, Placement Officer 
at MOP Vaishnav College for 
Women in Chennai, regularly 
sees the visceral toll it takes.

“Students frequently men-
tion that the recruitment proc-
ess has become incredibly com-
plex and multi-layered. Online 
aptitude tests now incorporate 
cognitive ability and behav-
ioural assessments to supple-
ment technical questions,” Dr 
Kumaresh states. “Navigating 
these highly sophisticated vir-
tual screening tools is signifi-

cantly increasing anxiety 
levels.”

Proof of work as the  
new currency
Although these barriers seem 
imposing, they should not dis-
courage. Even as the hiring 
landscape changes, the path to 
employment remains wide open 
for those who can demonstrate 
genuine ability, and willingness 
to adapt. Put more simply, 
resumes do still matter, 
they’re just no longer 
enough on their own. 
Recruiters and employ-
ers now want proof  of  
ability, through personal 
projects, open-source con-
tributions, freelance work, or 
anything else that demonstrates 
what one can actually accom-
plish. For applicants, this is an 
opportunity. Every problem 
solved, every skill put into prac-
tice, gives employers something 
tangible to evaluate. One can 
cut through automated filters 
by giving people a reason to look 
beyond them.

“More often than not, the can-
didates who make it past initial 
screening here are ones who 
have sent in portfolios along-

side their resumes. Having 
projects in your portfolio that 
you successfully executed is 
now essentially table stakes,” 
Koutarapu says. “If  someone 
shares proof  of  work, it is infi-
nitely easier to hire them.”

The mentorship pathway
If  demonstrable skills are be-
coming the price of  admission, 
what happens after candidates 
make it through the door? 

Should companies also be 
responsible for develop-
ing the talent they re-
cruit? There is prece-
dent. During the early IT 

and BPO boom, interna-
tional employers routinely 

absorbed raw graduates and 
subjected them to intensive ac-
cent and soft skills training to 
f i t  speci f ic  operational  
pipelines. Today, corporate  
requirements have expanded  
to include technological 
contextualisation.

Ayaskant Sarangi, Global 
Chief  Human Resource Officer 
at Mphasis, an enterprise-scale 
IT solutions provider, views this 
ongoing skill development as a 
f u n d a m e n t a l  c o r p o r a t e 
responsibility.

“Employees can gather 
knowledge easily as it is avail-
able everywhere today,” Sarangi 
explains. “Where an organisa-
tion or employer can add value 
is in contextualising how to ap-
ply that knowledge. It is vitally 
important for us to build a 
strong learning culture, and im-
part skills to our employees 
rather than just knowledge.”

Some companies are restruc-
turing their hiring models 
around this philosophy, instead 
of  expecting graduates to arrive 
fully job-ready. An emerging ap-
proach is to transition away 
from mass immediate hiring in 
favour of  extended internship 
pipelines. Mphasis, for exam-
ple, is actively constructing 
frameworks to train and evalu-
ate talent before making formal 
full-time commitments.

“Instead of  direct placements, 
we onboard talent as interns for 
a multi-month period,” Sarangi 
details. “They are trained on 
new technologies through real-
world projects, and guided di-
rectly by veteran mentors from 
our organisation. We conduct 
frequent assessments to elevate 
their competency before bring-

ing them on full-
t i m e  u p o n 

graduation.”

Simulating 
the crucible
Proactive in-

stitutions are 
rolling out  train-

ing that recreates the modern 
hiring experience. By exposing 
students to digital evaluation 
platforms through continuous 
practice, they aim to reduce 
anxiety and eliminate any 
shock factor well before the ac-
tual hiring drives begin.

“For instance, we have 
launched round-the-clock AI-
based placement training for all 
final-year students to enhance 
career readiness,” Dr Kumaresh 
explains. “This platform ena-
bles continuous monitoring of  
their progress, helping them 
build greater confidence in at-
tending virtual assessments 
while familiarising them with 
the exact AI-driven evaluation 
processes they will face.”

The entry-level hiring pipe-
line has undoubtedly become 
more demanding. Standardisa-
tion has rendered the tradition-
al degree insufficient, and pol-
ished resumes do not distinguish 
one applicant from another any-
more. Yet this new ecosystem 
has also created a new kind of  
meritocracy. Candidates who 
can demonstrate real work, 
whether through portfolios or 
internships, give employers 
something algorithms cannot 
easily replicate: credibility.

T
he fashion industry of-
fers careers far beyond 
designing clothes. Fash-
ion buying and merchan-
dising combines market 
research and business 

strategy to decide which 
products consumers ac-
tually see on store 
shelves. Panchami, as-
sistant buying manager 
at Landmark Group, Du-
bai, says the role requires 
understanding customer 
preferences and translating 
them into commercial product 
collections. 

“Fashion buying is about un-
derstanding consumer behav-

iour, analysing trends, 
working closely with 
suppliers, and ensuring 

the right products reach 
customers at the right time,” 

she explains. 
The role also involves devel-

oping pricing strategies, moni-
toring product performance af-
ter launch, and collaborating 

with design, sourcing, and mar-
keting teams.

A bachelor’s degree in fash-
ion technology or related 
fields can open doors to this 
career. However, Panchami 
emphasises that internships 
and practical exposure 
are equally valuable. 
She also recommends 
becoming proficient 
at tools such as Mi-
crosoft Excel, Pow-
er BI and Adobe 
Illustrator, along 
with pursuing 
courses in 
f a s h i o n 
buying and 

trend forecasting.
Career pathways include 

roles like fashion buyer, mer-
chandise planner, catego-

ry manager, and sourc-
ing manager. India’s 
expanding retail and e-
commerce sectors 
maintain a steady de-
mand for such profes-

sionals. Fresh grad-
uates typically see 
starting salaries 

ranging from `50,000 to `1 lakh 
per month, with senior posi-
tions at international retailers 
commanding significantly high-
er packages.

“If  you want to get into this 
industry, stay curious about 
fashion and consumer trends, 
strengthen your analytical 
skills, gain experience, and keep 
learning. Adaptability is the 
biggest strength you can have,” 
Panchami advises.

Fashion merchandising: Where style meets strategy 
If you enjoy fashion as  

much as strategy and analytics, 
buying and merchandising 

offers a career that influences 
what consumers see, buy and 

wear every season

Y e c h ur  i  S as  h i k a n t h

L
aunched in 2015 under the Ministry 
of  Skill Development and Entrepre-
neurship, the Skill India Mission (SIM) 
aims to provide skill, reskill, and up-
skill training through a nationwide 
network of  development centres. Major 

schemes under the mission — including the 
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PM-
KVY), Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS), Na-
tional Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme 
(NAPS), and the Craftsman Training 
Scheme (CTS) — enhance employment op-
portunities for the working-age 
population by fostering techni-
cal, digital, and soft skills. 

 PMKVY: Over four 
phases, this initiative 
evolved from a pilot in-
centive-based certifica-
tion programme into a 
large-scale, demand-driv-
en, outcome-oriented skill-
ing ecosystem. 

 JSS: Provides non-formal 
skill training at the doorsteps of  benefici-
aries through registered societies with full 
government funding. 

 NAPS: Strengthens the apprenticeship 
ecosystem by providing partial stipend 
and advocacy support to stakeholders. 

 CTS: Ensures a steady flow of  skilled 
workers for domestic industries through 
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs). 

Over the past decade, the mission has 
evolved into a broader workforce transfor-
mation agenda. Dr Dipti Ranjan Sarangi, 
Vice President of  Medhavi Skills University, 
notes, “The India Skills Report 2026 indicates 
an improvement in employability to 56.35%. 
However, this implies that one in every two 
young Indians is unprepared for employ-
ment, which highlights the challenge ahead. 
The next phase must focus on enhancing 
learning outcomes, fostering academia-in-
dustry collaboration, and promoting lifelong 
learning to build a workforce capable of  
adapting to an AI-driven economy.”

A Decade of 
Skilling India

SIMPACT 
Scheme

Performance

1  Pradhan Mantri 
Kaushal Vikas 

Yojana (PMKVY 4.0)
27.74 lakh 
candidates trained 
(as of March 31, 
2026)

2 Jan Shikshan 
Sansthan

36.48 lakh+ 
beneficiaries trained 
(as of March 31, 2026)

3 National 
Apprenticeship 

Promotion Scheme
54.41 lakh+ 
apprentices engaged 
across sectors (as of 
March 31, 2026)

4 Craftsman 
Training Scheme

14.70 lakh enrolled 
in FY 2025-26

Source: Ministry of Skill 
Development and 
Entrepreneurship

skill 
report

The resume as we know it is 
fading into obscurity. Here is 
why the modern graduate’s 

best path to employment  
is no longer  

what they claim  
to know, but  

what they can  
actually  

show

skill 
proof

Long 
Portfolio

Live the 

Thisweek changed  
EVERYTHING

July 13
The 1st ‘modern’ college
In 1830, the Scottish Church 

College began, mixing 
Western sciences with local 
languages, creating India’s 

modern educational.

July 15
The cadet corps raised

In 1948, the National Cadet 
Corps brought military 
discipline into schools, 

building a massive voluntary 
youth network.

July 14
A new era for women

In 1914, Madras College for 
Women opened its doors 

and science labs, allowing 
marginalised women to 

pursue professional careers.

July 15
Skill India Mission

In 2015, India launched its 
flagship programme to 

certify informal workers and 
tightly align training with 

industry demands.  

1Embrace continuous 
learning as the primary 

way to future-proof  
your career

2Prioritise hands-on 
projects to prove  

your genuine skills to  
the potential recruiter

3Use AI to improve your 
efficiency, not to 

replace your own thinking

4Ditch generic resumes; 
focus on building a 

unique and verified 
portfolio

Some tips

S o h a m  M i t ra

I
n classrooms, teachers are finding themselves in the 
midst of  a battle that seems to be slowly tipping against 
them, against viral misinformation masquerading as sci-
ence. From “chemical-free” foods to “toxin-free” cosmetics 
and fears around preservatives, educators suggest stu-
dents are coming to classrooms carrying misconceptions 

fuelled by reels and targeted advertising. The challenge lies 
in competing with emotionally appealing online content 
that sounds more convincing than the curriculum.

“Influencers confidently promote ideas like ‘all preserva-
tives are harmful’ or ‘synthetic means toxic’ without scien-
tific context,” says Subham Kansabanik, Chemistry teach-
er at Bedibhawan Rabitirtha Vidyalaya in Nadia, West 
Bengal. “Students spend far more time on social media 

than in scientific discussions, making it 
harder for teachers to counter misinfor-
mation.” According to Kansabanik, 
many viral claims ignore a basic scien-
tific principle: dosage matters. “People 
often think any exposure to chemicals is 
dangerous. But toxicity depends on 
amount, duration, and route of  expo-
sure,” he says, adding that even naturally 
occurring acids like citric acid in lemons 
are not corrosive in everyday use.

This confusion often stems from a fun-
damental misunderstanding of  terminol-
ogy. “Many students assume that if  some-
thing is natural, it is automatically safe,” 
says Abhishek Pal, Assistant Professor 
in the Department of  Microbiology at Ra-
makrishna Mission Vidyamandira, Be-
lur Math. He believes that the word 
“chemical” has unfairly become synony-
mous with danger. “Natural substances 
themselves are made of  chemicals, how-
ever. Fruit peels, for instance, contain cel-

lulose, silica, and several other compounds with distinct 
chemical properties. Water, oxygen, and DNA 
are all chemicals,” he explains.

Both educators emphasise that schools 
and families must encourage critical 
thinking instead of  blind acceptance of  
claims, especially online. “The problem is 
not science. The problem is when mar-
keting language replaces scientific un-
derstanding,” Kansabanik concludes. 
As short-form content contin-
ues to dominate young peo-
ple’s screens, scientific liter-
acy has become a survival 
skill in the digital age.

100% Natural, 
‘Chemical-Free’

Classrooms

fact 
checks

Educators warn 
that social 

media is  
winning the 

battle for 
young minds, 

spreading  
scientific  

misinformation 
faster than 

classrooms can 
correct it

Emotional 
resilience
When facing any 
setback, pause and 
separate objective 
facts from 
emotional 
interpretations by 
writing them down. 
This restores 
perspective and 
helps you respond 
deliberately instead 
of reacting 
impulsively.

Clear 
communication
Practise breaking 
complex ideas 
into logical steps 
when talking, 
without 
oversimplifying. 
Clear thinking 
and clear 
communication 
helps others 
understand you 
while respecting 
their time. 

Financial 
awareness
Keeping a track 
of where your 
money goes 
reduces 
systemic stress. 
Wise financial 
decisions provide 
the ultimate 
freedom to  
make life 
choices based 
on passion,  
not panic.

Conflict 
resolution
When conflict 
arises in 
groups, learn 
to separate the 
issue from the 
person and 
focus on facts 
and shared 
goals. More 
importantly, 
apologise 
sincerely if 
needed.

Critical  
thinking
Before accepting or 
sharing 
information, check 
where it came from. 
Examine what 
evidence supports 
it. Thoughtful 
scepticism protects 
your decisions, 
reputation, and 
independence 
throughout  
your life.

Career: Fashion Buying and Merchandising
Eligibility: Bachelor ’s degree in fashion technology, fashion design, 

fashion management, retail  management, business administration 
or related fields |  Starting salary:  `50,000–`1 lakh per month



A s h w i n  S ,  R o h i n i  M

M
adhavan’s filmography reveals a unique pattern. A 
man who was once dubbed the ‘chocolate boy’ of  Tamil 
cinema has now played multiple characters based on 
real people. Now, Madhavan steps into the shoes of  
inventor GD Naidu, in the upcoming biopic GDN, 

which opens in theatres on July 17. In this exclusive inter-
view with CE, Madhavan speaks about the marvellous feats 
of  GD Naidu, the challenges he faces in portraying real peo-
ple and his reaction to getting the Padma Shri Award.

What drove you to work on GDN?
It is a crime to not know great people from our country and 
appreciate them. GD Naidu tried to build cars like Mercedes 
Benz in India. In pursuance of  a contract for that he faced 
obstacles from the British first, and then Indians. But it is 
not just about knowing the man’s achievements, it is more 
about knowing the man. Satyaraj sir, who plays a crucial role 
in the film, has said, ‘When I was growing up, GD Naidu set 
the bar for knowledge.’ Even I was guilty of  not knowing the 
greatness of  the man. If  he was able to realise his ideas and 
vision completely, India would have gone through a tremen-
dous transformation. Be it technological advancements in 
any field, GD Naidu had ideated them and had built them.

Beyond GD Naidu’s inventions, his intentions are extraor-
dinary. For example, he fought to change the duration of  an 
engineering course from four to two years, because he was 
a champion of  practical application of  knowledge. With the 
onset of  AI, the path to learn is changing. It is not about what 
you learn, it is about what you will learn. GD Naidu was 
someone who believed that whatever one learns should be 
helpful throughout life. Now this mantra is in need more 
than ever.� (Continued on Page 4)

‘GD Naidu’s intentions were greater 
than his inventions’

‘Amma Amma’ from Velaiyilla Pattathari (2014)
In what can be considered her swansong in Tamil, ‘Amma 
Amma’ from Velaiyilla Pattathari (2014), which has music by 
Anirudh, features grief-stricken lyrics by Dhanush, who also 
sings along with the legendary singer. While the song is about a 
son who seeks forgiveness and solace from his late mother, the 
line ‘Endhan Moochu Unakullum Undu (Your breath will always 
have mine, too)’ sung by Janaki can now be taken as the 
singer’s message to her legacy. A message that is exactly like 
Janaki’s voice…a mother’s embrace that will continue to linger 
as long as the receiver wants to hold on to it.

A voice 
for the 

ages
On legendary singer S Janaki’s 

passing, CE takes a look at eight 
songs across languages that 

convey to the listeners the Janaki 
Amma brand, which is now firmly 

imprinted in memory

A s h w i n  S

I
n Velayilla Pattathaari (2014), we see 
Raghuvaran, a grief-stricken son— 
played by Dhanush — who misses his 
late mother as he drowns out the crash-
ing of  his life with a familiar voice. A 
voice that has, for decades, walked 
alongside many a heart that craved love, 

affection, and more importantly, a sense of  fa-
miliarity. And as Raghuvaran walks on the beach 
burdened by loneliness, we see a new set of  foot-
prints appear beside him from beyond the grave. 
And then the familiar voice goes, “Naan pona 
pinne, nee vaazha vendum (Even after I go, your 
life must move on).” Following the Nightingale 
of  South India, S Janaki’s passing, let’s take a 
look at some songs across Indian languages that 
convey the emotions she brought to listeners, one 
that will always be etched on the sands of  time. 

‘Thumbithu Manava’ 
from Mahishasura 

Mardhini (1959)
While in 1991 an 

experienced Janaki worked 
with the best, in 1959 the 
bright-eyed soprano sang 

‘Thumbithu Manava’ from 
Mahishasura Mardhini 

(1959), composed by the 
relatively new GK 

Venkatesh and written by 
Sadaashiviah, with Dr 

Rajkumar, in his second-
ever credit as a playback 

singer, accompanying her. 
But here, as we dwell within 

the comforts of a palace, 
we see a doe-eyed princess 

describing her never-ending 
attraction for her lover, and 

Janaki facilitates the 
audience’s journey through 

the ebb and flow of 
emotions.

‘Vaalittezhuthiya’  
from Onnanu 

Nammal (1984)
‘Vaalittezhuthiya’ from 

Onnanu Nammal (1984) is 
a perfect example of how 
Janaki could make a mark 

without uttering a single 
word. While Ilaiyaraaja and 

KJ Yesudas work with Bichu 
Thirumala’s lyrics, which 

are an intimate description 
of a man’s love for a 

woman, Janaki’s vocal 
interludes enable listeners 

to experience the woman’s 
shyness, which is a result of 

the man’s overwhelming 
love for her. While Yesudas 

is an expert in elongating 
individual notes, Janaki 

takes on the challenge and 
seamlessly combines styles 

with Yesudas, while not 
compromising on her own 

style.

‘I Love You’ from 
Akalmand (1984)

In ‘I Love You’ from 
Akalmand (1984), 

composed by Laxmikant-
Pyarelal with lyrics by 
Anand Bakshi, Janaki 

embodies the reactionary 
nature of Sridevi’s 

character, a Tamil woman 
who shares a caricature-like 

romance with Jeetendra’s 
character. As North meets 

South in the story and in 
the characters, Kishore 
Kumar’s versatile voice 

finds a perfect foil in 
Janaki’s voice, which carries 

the levity of playful love. 
And as she had done a 

thousand times before, and 
a thousand times after, 

Janaki’s voice easily meshes 
into the actor’s original 
voice, and it makes you 
wonder if it was Sridevi 

herself who was singing.

‘Sundari Kannal Oru 
Seidhi’ from 
Thalapathi (1991)
In Thalapathi (1991), the 
crème de la crème of Tamil 
cinema assembled for 
‘Sundari Kannal’. As Mani 
Ratnam and Santosh Sivan 
captured the tale of a 
king’s consort remembering 
the romantic courtship with 
her loved one, who is away 
at war, Ilaiyaraaja and Vaali 
created a ballad that would 
showcase heartbreak felt 
from both sides of the 
courtship. While the 
legendary SP 
Balasubrahmanyam voiced 
the king, Janaki voiced the 
queen and acted as the 
shining beacon that guided 
the audience through the 
vulnerability, yearning, 
separation, sadness, and 
finally the happiness that 
came with the reunion of 
the lovers.

‘Sundhari Neeyum 
Sundharan Naanum’ 
from Michael 
Madana Kama Rajan 
(1990)
While ‘Sundhari Neeyum 
Sundharan Naanum’ from 
Michael Madana Kama 
Rajan (1990), which has 
music by Ilaiyaraaja and 
lyrics by Panchu 
Arunachalam and 
Poovachal Khader, can be 
easily categorised as the 
simplest song amongst this 
list, its impact is far from 
that. Janaki is not battling, 
she is not shy, nor going 
through a range of 
emotions. Instead, she 
expresses the 
fundamentals that creates 
a relationship which is as 
festive and colourful as it 
can be, through her vocals.

‘Nee Charanam 
Kamalam’ from 
Janaki Ramudu 
(1988)
It is poetic that as we 
remember Janaki’s legacy, 
we recall a song that 
describes love across seven 
lifetimes. After ballads, 
bonhomie, and beats, ‘Ni 
Charanam Kamalam’ from 
Janaki Ramudu (1988), 
composed by Ilaiyaraaja 
and written by Veturi, is 
structured like a poetic 
battle where Janaki and SP 
Balasubrahmanyam try to 
one-up each other by 
raising the stakes in 
expressing a couple’s love 
for each other across 
lifetimes.

‘Mudhalvane’ from Mudhalvan (1999)
In ‘Mudhalvane’ from Mudhalvan (1999), composed by AR 
Rahman and written by Vairamuthu, Janaki was featured in a 
song with beat switches propelled by genre shifts. The song 
starts with a march band-like regal music, which is replaced by 
personalised melody, and then elevation, with music that brings 
out deceit and plots that signify danger. Janaki makes her mark 
with every change in the song, making it seem as if it was 
composed around her rather than the other way round.

PG 3

Photos that carry 
emotions

Hello, Hollywood!
On this day in 1923, a 50-foot tall 
letters sign ‘HOLLYWOODLAND’, was 
dedicated in the Hollywood Hills, Los 
Angeles, to promote a subdivision

 Day’s Diary
Artist behind the sign

Making the sign was 
commissioned to Thomas 
Fisk Goff, a London-born 
artist settled in Los Angeles, 
to create and install the sign

Tough as nails

The massive billboard, 
originally intended to last 
just a year and a half, has 
endured more than a century 
and is still going strong

Promotional Sign

The worldwide symbol of the 
entertainment industry was 
conceived as an outdoor ad 
campaign for a suburban housing 
development of the same name
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In this exclusive interview, Madhavan 
speaks about his upcoming film GDN, the 
marvellous feats of GD Naidu, and his 
reaction to getting the Padma Shri Award
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Analog meets digital
A visitor poses with an antique wood-carved telephone receiver at the Handicrafts Expo, organised by the Tamilnadu Handicrafts Development Corporation. | P jawahar

Half-and-Half Onion-Feta Pav
QuickFix

Ingredients
l Pav breads: 4-5
l Onion: 1, small
l Feta cheese: As per 

preference
l Olives: 5-6
l Garlic cloves: 3-4
l Soy sauce: 1-2 spoons
l Thyme/chilli flakes
l Olive oil
l Jalapenos (optional)
l Water Contributed by Jas Khubchandani, Chennai

We Dance Upon Demons 
by Vaishnavi Patel
The depressing abortion bans and screaming 
protestors led Nisha, a reproductive healthcare 
worker from Chicago, to the Indian art exhibit. There, 
a strange power courses through her, forcing her to 
confront her centuries-old mysterious abilities.

Leave and Come Back 
by Lavanya Lakshmi
Simran returns to her much avoided family home 
after seven years to attend a cousin’s wedding 
when her boyfriend crashes the engagement party. 
She must find a way to heal her wounds or risk 
losing her happy ending with Leo and her family.

Abundance 
by Hafeez Lakhani
Sakeena doesn’t believe in medical 
interventions. Desperately wanting her  to 
seek medical help, Ramzan, her husband, 
asks his children, who are occupied with 
their own lives, to convince Sakeena.

A Light That Never 
Goes Dark 
by Mansi Jikadara B
A poetry and prose collection for 
those finding it difficult to navigate 
life. This book will gently guide you 
back to the light that exists within.

In ‘Cartography of Survival’, artist Nitin Kumar creates a multi-layered landscape that maps the boundaries between collective human 
presence, systemic entrapment, and the raw instinct to endure.

Echoes Of Survival 

Have a recipe or art 
work to share, or  
a question to ask?

 @xpresstn

cityexpresschn@gmail.com

@newindianexpress

For an 8-year-old mixed or 
semi-stray dog, cool or room-
temperature water is usually 
a better choice than very 
cold refrigerated water im-
mediately after vigorous out-
door play. Drinking ice-cold 
water too quickly when over-
heated can sometimes lead 
to coughing, stomach upset, 
or discomfort. After return-
ing indoors, allow the dog a 
few minutes to relax in a 

cool, shaded area before of-
fering water gradually in 
small amounts. Always en-
sure access to fresh, clean 
drinking water during hot 
weather to avoid dehydra-
tion. Signs such as persistent 
panting, weakness, vomit-
ing, or trouble recovering 
from heat should be exam-
ined by a veterinarian.

The expert is a senior veterinarian,  
 Crown Vet, Delhi. 

Is refrigerated 
cold water 
okay for my 
8-year-old half-
stray to drink 
after she comes 
in from playing 
outside?

Dr Vivek 
Arora

drvivekarora@hotmail.com

artCorner

fitbit

Sitting All Day? Simple 
Exercises Can Help 
Reduce Stiffness

By Chandana Jagadeeshan, fitness expert, cult — a fitness and wellness 
platform

Cat-Camel Stretch
Start on your hands and knees. Slowly 
round your back while tucking your 
chin, then gently arch your back and 
lift your head. Repeat 5 to 10 times to 
improve movement in the spine.

Hip Flexor Stretch
Lie on your back and pull one knee 
towards your chest while extending 
the other leg. Hold for 15 seconds and 
switch sides. This helps loosen tight 
hip muscles caused by prolonged 
sitting.

Chest Stretch
Stand in a doorway and place your 
forearms against the frame. Lean 
forward gently until you feel a stretch 
across the chest. Hold for 15 to 20 
seconds while breathing normally.

 Wall Slides
Stand with your back against a wall 
and move your arms from a ‘Y’ position 
to a ‘W’ shape. This exercise improves 
shoulder movement and strengthens 
the upper back.

Hip Thrusts
Rest on a bench or sturdy chair with 
your feet flat on the floor. Lift your 
hips until your body forms a straight 
line from shoulders to knees, then 
lower slowly. Repeat 10 to 12 times to 
strengthen the glutes.

Band Walks
Place a resistance band around your 
ankles and take small side steps while 
keeping your toes pointing forward. 
This activates the hip and glute 
muscles.

Long hours at a desk, behind the wheel, or in front of a computer have 
become common for many people. While sitting is often unavoidable, 
staying in the same position for long periods can lead to tight muscles, poor 
posture, and reduced mobility. Fitness experts say that regular movement 
and targeted exercises can help reduce these effects.Prolonged sitting often 
tightens the muscles at the front of the body, including chest and hip flexors, 
while weakening the back and glute muscles. Adding a few stretches and 
strengthening exercises to your routine can help restore balance.

whatwhenwhywhere

Unlimited evenings
Elevate your evenings at Samasa, Turyaa 
Chennai, with the Kebab & Beer Fiesta. Guests 
can indulge in a one-hour package featuring 
unlimited kebabs and beer. 

�WHEN: Till July 31, 7.30 pm�

  �Price: `1,750 + taxes

Seasonal Pours
Above Sea Level at The Raintree, St. Mary’s, 
presents Botanical Expressions, the latest 
chapter of its Seasonal Pours series. Inspired 
by seasonal ingredients and botanical finesse, 
the limited-time cocktail collection brings 
together premium spirits, fresh botanical, and 
contemporary flavours.

�WHEN: Till July 26

Feeling like BBQ?
This season, the grills are hotter, 
the flavours are bolder, and the 
experience is bigger than ever as 
Cappella, a global cuisine at The 
Palomar by Crossway, launches its 
much awaited BBQ Food Festival. 

�WHEN: Till August 30, 11 
am-11 pm

Karigar Bazaar
For the first time, Chennai will 
witness one of India’s largest 
celebrations as Karigar Bazaar 
– Chennai Edition 2026 brings 
together over 200 artisans. 

�WHEN: Till July 19
  �WHERE: Mantra Gardens, 
Nandanam Extension

A summer line
Amethyst presents Endless 
Summer, a vibrant pop-up 
showcasing easy, breezy 
silhouettes crafted in beautiful 
textiles by an exciting line-up of 
designers including Meld Studio, 
Karnam, Paeony, Paromita 
Banerjee, and more.

�WHEN: Till July 15-19, 11 am 
to 7.30 pm

Wardrobe 
calls
Amethyst presents 
‘Malli Kili’, the 
latest collection by 
Anavila, presented 
alongside 
Sheetal Zaveri 
by Vithaldas’ 
exquisite sterling 
silver jewellery 
collection. 

�WHEN: Till 
July 14

Midsummer collection
Raw Mango’s Midsummer 2026 SOOTI collection 
is an ongoing exploration of handwoven cotton 
saris, with new expressions of weave, colour, 
and form.

  �WHERE: Malligai, No. 2/15 Cenotaph 
1st Lane, Ganapathy Colony Main Road, 
Teynampet. Also on rawmango.com

A sweet break
Misat, the 24-hour cafe at Turyaa Chennai, introduces a delightful mid-day indulgence this 
July with a classic pairing of freshly brewed cappuccino and a slice of cheesecake. Designed 
for guests seeking a simple yet comforting break, the offering brings together warm 
flavours in a relaxed cafe setting. For reservations: 7845085888 / 9597086814

WHEN: Till July 30, 9 am to 9 pm

Method
l Slice 4 pavs in the centre, splitting them in half to open them 

up. Keep them aside
l Boil some water in a pan. Add soy sauce, garlic cloves, and olive 

oil to it. Then, put in rondelle-cut onions.
l Let it stay on the heat till all the water evaporates. You should 

be left with sticky, dark, sauce coated onions.
l Assemble your pavs. Place the soy onions on one side.
l On the other side, place crushed feta cheese blocks and olives 

(cut or whole).
l Sprinkle both sides with thyme and chilli-flakes. You can add 

jalapenos or even a layer of cream cheese to both sides.
l Toast pavs in the oven till lightly brown, and serve.
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R a k s h i t h a  P r i y a  G

‘F
irsts’ happen only 
once, yet they never 
truly fade. For the 
People’s Photogra-
phers Collective 
(PPC), ‘firsts’ are 
not merely mile-

stones but opportunities to 
shift who gets to tell a story. 
Through cameras placed in the 
hands of  children from across 
India’s rural communities, the 
collective has transformed pho-
tography from an act of  obser-
v a t i o n  i n t o  o n e ’s  ow n 
narrative.

For seven young photogra-
phers from Ramanathapuram 
district, that first encounter 
with a camera became much 
more than learning aperture or 
shutter speed. For the past one-
and-a-half  years, it be-
came their space to 
document their own 
families, villages and 
livelihoods through 
their own eyes, replac-
ing distant narratives.
Their photographs now 
beautify the walls of  Lalit 
Kala Akademi, inviting visi-
tors to witness the labour that 
sustains these communities.

The exhibition was inaugu-
rated on Friday by P Sainath, 
founder of  PARI, Jeyarani, 
writer and journalist, Thiru-
murugan Gandhi, chief  organ-
iser of  May 17 Movement, and 
Sathaiah, director of  Rural 
Workers Development Society.

Alongside the culmination 
of  the photographs from the 
workshop conceived by docu-
mentary photographer M Pal-
ani Kumar, founder of  PPC, in 
collaboration with the Rural 
Workers Development Society 
(RWDS) and supported by The 

People’s Archive of  Rural India 
(PARI), the TM Krishna-PARI 
Awards 2026 was also present-
ed, honouring seven emerging 
photojournalists — K Raviku-
mar, K Hairunisha, K Noor Ni-
sha, K Mukesh, S Keerthi, Sub-
agomathi Muppidathi, and R 
Karthikeyan — mentored 
through the Collective, recog-
nising storytelling that docu-
ments the lives and livelihoods 
of  rural and working-class 
communities.

Explaining the vision behind 
the initiative, Palani Kumar 
says, “For the first time, the 
seasonal migration of  families 
into the Palmyra groves, the 
preparation of  palm jaggery, 
palm candy and palm sugar, 
Palmyra handicrafts, charcoal 
making, work in the salt pans, 
water scarcity and the effects 

of  climate change have all 
been documented by the 
children of  these com-
munities themselves. 
The primary objective 
of  this exhibition is to 

bring these lived realities 
to the wider public through 

their own photographs.”
Stepping into the gallery felt  

like entering the communities 
themselves. Visitors were wel-
comed by a water-can trolley at 
the entrance, while handwoven 
Palmyra products, the tools 
used by palm climbers, bunch 
of  nungu and the lingering aro-
ma of  karupatti recreated the 
l a n d s c a p e  b e y o n d  t h e 
photographs. 

Calloused hands, cracked 
heels, torn slippers, and bodies 
weathered by years of  work be-
came recurring muses. An in-
teractive ‘Darkroom’ deepened 
the experience, inviting visi-
tors to use flashlights to discov-
er photographs of  the night sky 

and Palmyra workers labour-
ing after sunset, mirroring the 
act of  uncovering stories that 
often remain unseen.

Reflecting on the exhibition, 
Krishna spoke about the emo-
tional contradiction that lies at 
the heart of  such images. 
“When we have a photography 
exhibition like this, there’s a 
conflict within us. These real-
life stories, pain and sadness 
are reflected in photography. At 
the same time, photography is 
superb. I can say how beauti-
fully photography captures 
these things. But what is inside 
the photograph that was taken? 
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In this exhibition, 
seven young 
photographers from 
Ramanathapuram 
capture the 
essences of 
hardship and 
happiness among 
their community in 
frames 

What the young 
capturers 
documented?
G Sakthi Muneeshwari 
from Keezhaallikulam: 
Palm tree workers, lives of 
coastal communities and 
severe water shortage in the 
area

V Aathi Selvan from 
Narippaiyur: Lives of 
coastal and fishing workers

P Janani from 
Keezhaallikulam: Lives of 
palm tree workers and the 
making of charcoal

S Moniga from 
Kannigapuri: Her 
grandmother’s pig rearing 
work and daily labour

S Munees Prabha from 
Kannigapuri: Palmyra 
industry, salt pan work and 
charcoal production

T Jebamalai Thangam 
from Kannigapuri: Lives of 
palm tree workers and daily 
labour of small scale paddy 
farming workers

T Pon Lakshmi from 
Kannigapuri: Traditional 
craft of palm leaf work and 
shortage of drinking water

The main job of  art is to create 
this conflict. If  this is not there, 
it’s not art. There’s a tension 
within us when we see a beauti-
ful photograph and a person  
struggling. Both are real. In 
every art form, there is this 
tension.”

For the young photographers, 
the camera became a means of  
understanding home in ways 
they had never imagined. “I 
had only seen cameras on tele-
vision before. The first time I 
held one, my hands were trem-
bling,” recalls T Pon Lakshmi, 
a Class 12 student from Kanni-
gapuri village, whose work doc-
uments the charcoal-making 
process. “When I began photo-
graphing my own family, I real-
ised how difficult their work 
really was. I hope people also 
recognise the challenges my 
village faces, including water 
scarcity, inadequate bus con-
nectivity and children who are 
forced to miss school because 
schooling is expensive.”

S Moniga, a Class 11 student, 
chose to turn the lens towards 
her grandmother’s daily rou-
tine. “Instead of  looking else-
where for a story, I realised my 
grandmother was working so 
hard right here at home. When 
we accompanied people over 
the past year and a half, we un-
derstood the extent of  their 
hardship. They work under the 
scorching sun every day be-
cause they need to support 
their families,” she says.

For K Noor Nisha, one of  the 
TM Krishna-PARI Award recip-
ients, the recognition affirmed 
years of  community-centred 
storytelling. Her work docu-
mented the lives of  prawn 
catchers, night fishermen and 
Irular families in Ennore. 
“When I work at the ground 
level, it’s easier to connect with 
people and bring their stories 
through my narration. I believe 
this work will benefit some peo-
ple,” she says. 

There was no better way of  
narrating these real stories and 
no better storytellers than the 
children from the communities 
who live and breathe the air of  
labour. 

‘Lives among the Palms’, the 
photo exhibition is open for all 

to visit till July 16 from 10 am 
to 7 pm.

There’s a tension within us when we 
see a beautiful photograph and a 

person struggling. Both are real. In 
every art form, there is this tension. 

TM Krishna

Photos: P Jawahar

Lores      Labourof

W
hy do traditional 
game boards around 
the world repeatedly 
use the same geo-
metric patterns? Im-
agine finding a board 

scratched onto a temple floor in 
India and finding it repeated 
across the world in Spain or Af-
rica or South America. 

The materials are different. 
The people are different. Yet 
again and again the same 
shapes appear. A cross, a circle, 
a square divided into smaller 
squares or a star. Why?

Perhaps it is because most 
traditional board games begin 
not with game pieces but with 
a pattern. The board deter-
mines movement, possibilities, 
restrictions and interactions. 
Without a board, there is no 
game. We do not always know 
why a board was designed in a 
particular way. We do not know 
what inspired it. Yet it is diffi-
cult to ignore the fact that the 
same geometric patterns ap-
pear throughout human life 
and across cultures.

Perhaps our ancestors who 
designed the games simply bor-
rowed shapes already familiar 
to everyday life. But why did 
these shapes feel familiar? The 

ancient Greek philosopher Pla-
to described five perfect geo-
metric forms that later became 
known as the platonic solids. 
Built from simple and repeat-
ing shapes, these solids fasci-
nated philosophers, mathema-
ticians, and artists because 

they seemed to reveal an under-
lying order in nature.

We see squares in fields and 
city plans. Triangles bring sta-
bility to structures. Circles ap-
pear in wheels, gathering spac-
es and celestial bodies. Grids 
help us organise everything 
from maps to spreadsheets. 
Perhaps it was this universali-
ty of  certain shapes that in-
spired our ancestors who de-

signed these games. It seems 
that people were naturally 
drawn to certain patterns when 
creating systems of  movement 
and play.

This could be why game 
boards from different cultures 
can feel strangely familiar. 
Take the game of  Chaupad or 
Daayakattam on a symmetric 
cross. Compare it with a game 
called Patolli, played centuries 

ago in Mesoamerica by the peo-
ple of  present-day Mexico. 
There were no historical links 
between the makers of  Patolli 
and the creators of  Indian 
games like Chaupad. Oceans 
separated them. Languages 
separated them. Entire civilisa-
tions separated them.

Yet, the boards look strangely 
similar and at their heart was 
a cross. The games did not have 
the same rules or the same cul-
tural context. Yet, the resem-
blance was impossible to ig-
nore. This is one of  numerous 
other games where similarities 
can be traced across the world.

A traditional game board 
may look like nothing more 
than a few lines scratched on 
stone or earth. Yet, those lines 
are remarkably persistent. 
Across centuries and cultures, 
people have repeatedly chosen 
the same handful of  geometric 
forms to organise play. They 
continue to appear because 
they are more than designs. 
They are among humanity’s 
simplest ways of  understand-
ing space itself.

And in their simplicity they 
survived. Not because they 
were written down but because 
they were easy to remember. In 
a world where the oral tradi-
tions thrived, these shapes 
stayed with us bringing us a 
wide variety of  traditional 
games and a quiet link to our 
cultural past AND all human 
civilisation.

Vinita Sidhartha
vinita@kreedagmes.com or 

vinitasidhartha.in

The writer is the founder 
of Kreeda, an organisation 
reviving traditional games

just play

FUREVER FRIENDS

You will never realise 
that your life has a 

pet-shaped hole in it 
until you adopt a 

fluffy goofball. The 
way you get 

accustomed to them 
is you learning their 
love language and 

mastering the art of 
communication. 

Indulge in this fluffy 
affair.

T o  f e a t u r e  p e t s  f o r  a d o p t i o n , w r i t e  t o  c i t y e x p r e s s c h n @ g m a i l . c o m

Micky is a five-month-old 
Chippiparai with a young 

soul and a gentle heart. He is a 
loving, affectionate, intelligent, 
and healthy pup. 
Contact: 8122825370

Meet April, May, June, and 
July. These sweet babies 

are 40 days old. They are 
healthy, playful, and looking for 
a healthy family. 
Contact: 9003233331
Location: Selaiyur 

Tamizh is a two-month-old 
male pup. He has a tiny body 

but a big heart. He loves zoomies 
and toy chases. He is smart, 
curious, and a fast learner who 
loves cuddles and is good with 
humans. 
Contact: 8939236884

Buttons, Tiramisu, Potato, 
and Tofu are up for 

adoption. 
Contact: 7338892311

E x pre   s s  N e w s  E x pre   s s

D
T Chandrasekar of  Jolly 
Rovers finished with a 
match haul of  12/126 as 
they beat MRC A in the 
TNCA I Division League. 
Brief scores: Nelson SC 555 in 137.1 ovs 

(S Radhakrishnan 254, Sunny Sandhu 70, R. 
Sonu Yadav 98) vs Sea Hawks 144/0 in 40 ovs 
(Sachin 57 batting, N. Jagadeesan 85 batting); 
MRC ‘A’ 130 & 125 in 30.2 ovs (Ananda Kumar 53, 
Chandrasekar 5/69) lost to Jolly Rovs 334 in 89.1 
ovs (B Indrajith 118, S Ganesh 69,  C Senthil Ku-
mar 41; G Shailender 5/96); Singam Puli 175 & 
187/4 in 75 ovs (R Ram Arvindh 60, U Mukilesh 
50) vs Grand Slam 96 in 34 ovs (Muhammed 
Adnan Khan 36, M Mathivanan 4/31); Young 
Stars 445 in 147.2 ovs (Adittya Varadharajan 108, 
A Badrinath 105; N Kabilan 4/88) 
vs Vijay 74/1 in 25 ovs; Pristine 155 
& 15/0 in 5 ovs vs SKM CC 299 in 
107.5 ovs (Hari Nishaanth 52, S 
Swaminathan 70, Sudhan Sanjeevi 
Kandepan 83; Monish Satish 7/84); 
Globe Trotters 453/8 decl. in 119.3 
ovs (Guru Raghavendran 100 n.o; 
Ashwanth Valthapa 4/148) vs 
Swaraj 104/2 in 58 ovs.

All-round Hemalatha shines
D Hemalatha took 2/9 before 
scoring a crucial 45 for Silver 
Strikers to beat Green Invaders 
in the TNCA Freyer Cup T20 
tournament.Brief scores: Invaders 107/8 
in 20 ovs (Aasitha 24; D Hemalatha 2/9) lost to 
Strikers 111/2 in 17.5 ovs (Hemalatha 45); Aveng-
ers 130/6 in 20 ovs  (Goshika  28; Poojashrini 
3/20) lost to Blazers 95/9 in 17.3 ovs (Arshi 23; 
Srinidhi 2/13); Dragons 113/7 in 20 ovs (Mad-
humitha 33; Sivapritya 2/24) bt Challengers 99 
all out in 19.2 ovs (Aksara 33; Akshara 4/20); 
Warriors 108/7 in 20 ovs (Thirushkamini 31) lost 

to Rangers 112/4 in 18.5 ovs (Subhaharini 35 n.o, 
Roshini 34 n.o)./

Siddhi bags title
Top-seed Sidhhi Pandey of  Ut-
tar Pradesh beat second seed 
Iliyanila of  Karnataka 6-1, 7-6 
in straight sets in the girls final 
of  the AITA National Series 
tennis championship in 
Tiruchy. Muralidharan, Direc-
tor, ZF Rane Automotives gave 
away prizes.Results: (all finals): Boys: 
Madhav Dadhich (KA) bt  Rhunmaan Mahesh 
(KA) 6-2, 6-2. Girls: Sidhhi Pandey(UP) bt Ilaiya-
nila (KA)  6-1,  7-6 (6).

PSA Challenger meet: Six 
Indians in Q/Fs

Suraj Chand rallied to 
beat Kuwait’s Ammar 
Altamimi 6-11, 11-5, 11-5, 
11-6 in the men’s pre-
quarterfinals of  the HCL 
Squash PSA Challenger 
Tour-Chennai on Sun-
day. Om Semwal and 
Rathika Seelan, Sanya 

Vats, Unnati Tripathi and Pooja 
Arthi Raghu were the other In-
dians to advance.
Results (Indians unless specified): Men: 
7-Om Semwal bt Shamil Wakeel (SL) 7-11, 11-3, 
11-6, 11-3; 2-Suraj Chand bt Ammar Altamimi 
(Kuw) 6-11, 11-5, 11-5, 11-6; Adham Roshdy 
(Egy) bt 8-Yusuf Thani (Brn) 11-3, 11-5, 9-11, 
11-6; Women: 8-Unnati Tripathi bt Ananya 
Narayanan 10-12, 11-8, 11-7, 11-4; 4-Sanya Vats 
bt Lisa Aitken (Sco) 11-7, 11-9, 11-8; Pooja Arthi 
Raghu bt 5-Nirupama Dubey 11-5, 11-8, 8-11, 
11-9; 1-Rouqaia Othman (Egy) bt Chaewon 
Song (Kor) 11-5, 11-4, 11-3; Rathika Seelan bt 
Anika Dubey 9-11, 11-5, 11-6, 10-12, 11-3; 
Thanusaa Uthrian (Mas) bt 7-Shameena Riaz 
11-8, 11-8, 1-11, 11-6

Chandrasekar spins a web

The secret language of game boards 

chennai digest

Bank of India scholarships to 12 students 
The Bank of India Social Foundation Trust awarded scholarships worth 
`3.24 lakh to 12 meritorious students from economically weaker 
sections of Chennai Institute of Petrochemicals Engineering and 
Technology (CIPET). The felicitation ceremony, held at Hotel Accord 
Metropolitan, was graced by MD and CEO Rajneesh Karnatak, field 
general manager Anita Mohanty, zonal manager Mohan Marethi, senior 
executives of the bank, and officials from CIPET.

DT Chandrasekar



P
ushing the re-
lease date by a 
m o n t h ,  T h e 
Nightingale mak-
ers  have  an-
nounced that the 

film, starring Elle 
Fanning and Da-
kota Fanning, will 
release on March 
19, 2027. Directed 
by Michael Mor-
ris, the film was 
originally planned 
for release on Feb-
ruary 12, 2027.  It 
will now clash with 
Sonic the Hedgehog 

4. Written by Dana 
Stevens, The Night-
ingale is an adapta-
tion of  Kristin Han-

nah’s novel of  the 
same name. Along with 

the Fanning sisters, the 
film also stars Douglas 
Hodge, Shira Haas, Mark 
Rylance, Vinette Robinson, 
Gwilym Lee,  Alrecht 
Schuch, and Edmund Dono-
van. Set against World War 
2, the upcoming film fol-
lows two sisters who em-
bark on separate and dan-

gerous paths in the fight 
for survival, love, and 
freedom in German-occu-

pied, war-torn France.
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 Was portraying a real 
person a fun endeavor for 
you?
As actors, we have to learn 
something new with each role. 
When I did Rocketry: The Nam-
bi Effect, I learnt the science 
behind rockets, with GDN I 
learnt engineering and the ve-
hicles built by GD Naidu, and 
the efforts taken to create those 
vehicles. But this learning is 
something I always enjoy.

 Did you face any chal-
lenges while doing a 
biopic?
An actor has to express eve-
ry emotion needed. Even 
when we stick to real-
ism, we can only show 
two to three variations. 
But a tougher job is 
bringing freshness to 
your performance after 
years of  experience, as every 
take can remind me of  a Min-
nale (2001) or a Thambi (2006). I 
am driven by the desire for the 
audience to forget me as the 
film is playing on screen, and 
for them to remember that it is 
me after the film has ended.

 You have taken on very 
story-driven films these 
past few years…
I completely believe that if  I do 
four to five commercial films, 
they would all be successes. I 
can survive with that formula-
ic thinking for a while. But I am 
scared whenever I think about 
the kind of  legacy I leave be-
hind. When someone thinks 

about Madhavan, will they only 
talk about the ‘chocolate boy’ 
era, or that I did some action 
and romantic films? So when 
this question arose, I wanted to 
work with storytellers of  the 
next generation.

 But such story driven 
films are often at the risk 
of  failing commercially...
The only reason a film gets 
stuck in production is that it 
has not been made properly. An 
evolved people need an evolved 
storytelling structure. For ex-
ample, in the Dhurandhar 
films, the narrative was fast 
paced even though it was two 

films. Even then, people 
could understand eve-

rything that was put 
in front of  them. The 
success of  a film 
doesn’t just rely on 

the story; it depends 
on the filmmaker.

 Audiences also wish to 
see you in a film like Run 
(2002) again.
I feel that if  I do the same kind 
of  films in my 50s as I did in my 
20s, it wouldn’t be appropriate. 
But I hope there is another 
Madhavan who does those 
kinds of  films again.

 Do you think that audi-
ences won’t accept middle-
aged women actors as they 
have accepted you now?
That is not true. Take Jyotika, 
for example, even though she is 
not as old as me, she takes on 
roles typically  reserved for 
younger actors and audiences 

have accepted her. On the other 
hand, that is the job of  the sto-
ryteller and not the actor. We 
had director Visu, whose sto-
ries featured middle-aged wom-
en in prominent roles. Now, 
there is a dearth of  writers who 
can write those characters.

 You are now a recipient 
of  the Padma Shri. How did 
that feel?
I never expected it or pursued 
it. But it is a huge honour. See-
ing Mammootty sir or anyone 
who was awarded along with 
me, I realised that most of  them 
were everyday people who did 

extraordinary feats without 
the expectation of  a reward. I 
did feel slightly embarrassed 
receiving the Padma Shri along 
with such great people. While 
cinema may or may not bring 
real change, those people 
brought tangible changes to 
their hometowns.

 What will convince you 
that GDN has succeeded?
When people across India learn 
about GD Naidu’s life, write 
about his achievements, and an 
academic syllabus contains sto-
ries about him, I consider that 
a victory.

Operation Safed Sagar 
to premiere in August

S
iddharth  and 
Jimmy Shergill’s 
upcoming series 
Operation Safed Sa-
gar is all set to pre-
miere on Netflix on 

August 7. The show, in-
spired by the Indian Air 
Force’s role in the 1999 
Kargil War, also stars Ab-
hay Verma, Adil Hussain, 
Mihir Ahuja, Taaruk Rai-
na, Arnav Bhasin, Dia 

Mirza, Prajakta Koli, and 
Amrita Bagchi. Directed 
by Oni Sen, the show has 
been created by Abhijeet 
Singh Parmar and Kush-
al Srivastava. The mili-
tary drama tells an un-
told story of  the Golden 
Arrows Squadron, who 
defied impossible odds 
and the people behind the 
operation, highlighting 
their courage, sacrifice, 

and spirit, the OTT plat-
form revealed in a state-
ment. Producer Sanjay 
Routray of  Matchbox 
Shots LLP said the story 
demanded to be told with 
“honesty and scale”. He 
added, “Operation Safed 
Sagar is a story that re-
minds us that the great-
est acts of  heroism are 
often driven by duty, sac-
rifice, and humanity.

R
ecently, we reported 
about Chief  Minister 
Vijay’s final film, Jana 
Nayagan being certified 
‘A’ by the Censor Board 
after the makers of  the 

film adhered to its 12 modifica-
tion suggestions. Earlier this 
Saturday, the film’s makers, 
Venkat K Narayana’s KVN 
Productions, confirmed that it 
has received an ‘A’ certificate 
from the CBFC and that it will 
release in theatres soon.

The caption for the an-
nouncement poster also ad-
dressed Vijay as the Chief  
Minister for the first time in 
the film’s promotional run. 
The makers are yet to an-
nounce the official release 
date, but it is expected to hit 
theatres towards the end of  
July. Directed by H Vinoth, 
Jana Nayagan  also stars 
Mamitha Baiju, Pooja Hegde, 
Prakash Raj, Bobby Deol, Gau-
tham Vasudev Menon, Priya-
mani, and Narain, among oth-
ers. On the technical front, the 
upcoming film has composer 
Anirudh, cinematographer 
Sathyan Sooryan, editor Pra-
deep E Ragav, and production 
designer V Selvakumar.

Jana Nayagan 
gears up for release

T
he Vada Chennai duo 
is back. On Friday, Dha-
nush announced that 
he will reunite with di-
rector Vetri Maaran for 
Thamizh Murugan. Sai 

Abhyankkar will compose 
music for the upcoming film, 
continuing his collaboration 
with Dhanush after Om. Dha-
nush will back Thamizh Mu-
rugan under his Wunderbar 
Films banner, while 
Arivumathi will serve 
as the film’s writer. 
The banner Produc-
tion Miles To Go 
will also back the 

upcoming film. Although the 
makers are yet to confirm, re-
por ts  s tate  that  Vi jay 
Sethupathi is also part of  

Thamizh Murugan. Vetri 
Maaran and Dhanush are also 
reuniting for Vada Chennai II: 
Anbuvin Ezhuchi, production 
on the film is yet to begin. 
Meanwhile, Vetri Maaran is 
currently filming Arasan, 
which stars Silambarasan TR 
in the lead and is set in the 
world of  Vada Chennai.  

On the other hand, Dha-
nush will next be seen in Raj-
kumar Periasamy’s Om, 
which is set to release on Oc-
tober 15. The film’s cast also 

includes Mammootty, Na-
seeruddin Shah, Sai Pal-
lavi, and Sreeleela.

The 
Nightingale 
gets new 
release 

date

Juliane Moore to star in 
Rebecca Miller’s next

A
ctors Julianne Moore 
and Elle Fanning are set 
to share screen space in 
Rebecca Miller’s upcom-
ing film, Moonsong: A 
Life In Seven Verses, 

which is the story of  famous 
children’s book author Marga-
ret Wise Brown. Based on the 
book Margaret Wise Brown: 
Awakened by the Moon by Leon-
ard S Marcus, Moonsong is 
Miller’s ninth film.

Moore, last seen alongside 
Sydney Sweeney in Echo Val-
ley (2025), just completed film-
ing for Tom Ford’s Cry to Heav-
en and will next be seen in 
Jesse Eisenberg’s The Debut. 
Fanning, meanwhile, stars in 
and produces Margo’s Got 
Money Troubles. She will next 
be seen in The Hunger Games: 
Sunrise on the Reaping, The 
Nightingale, which she 
stars in and produces 
with her sister, Dakota 
Fanning, and in Dis-
cretion,  where she 
stars opposite Nicole 
Kidman.

Dhanush, Vetri Maaran  

Thamizh Murugan
reunite for 

‘GD Naidu’s life 
should be studied 

in schools’

I feel that if I do the same kind of films in my 50s 
as I did in my 20s, it wouldn’t be appropriate 

—Madhavan

A still  from GDN
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